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Research Questions 
Who are the Huichol shamans, and what is the 
nature of their healing beliefs, traditions, and 

rituals? 

In the context of cultural memory studies, how 
have these beliefs, traditions, and rituals tran-

scended strong cultural and historical influences 
such as conquest, colonialism, and modernity? 

Who are the Huichols? 
an indigenous Mesoamerican people that in-
habit a specific area in the Sierra Madre Occi-

dental mountain range in western Mexico  

descended from the major pre-Columbian in-
digenous civilizations (Maya, Aztec, Toltec, Ol-

mec)  
characterized by a remarkably well-preserved 

pre-Columbian religious and medical shamanic 

tradition, despite outside influences throughout 
conquest, colonization, revolution, and mod-

ernization  
unique cosmology that contributes to the lon-

gevity and resilience of the shamanic tradition 

importance of the hallucinogenic Peyote cactus 
in their religious and healing traditions, espe-

cially the Peyote pilgrimage  
known for their vibrant yarn paintings, which 

provide them a way to record their traditions 

and beliefs in a largely illiterate culture, along 
with a strong oral tradition 

Left: the Huichol 
people inhabit the 

purple shaded area 

on the map. 
 

Right: A traditional 

Huichol yarn paint-

ing, depicting the ef-

fects of solar eclipse 

on traditional healing 

Huichol Ritual and Tradition 
various important shamanic rituals 

initiation rituals, including pilgrimage 
healing rituals, both individual and collective 

the importance of peyote 
used as a kind of panacea for all kinds of physical and spiritual 

ailments 
applied topically for diseases such as rheumatism, flesh 
wounds, insect bites, and other skin diseases 
also used by the shaman as a spiritual medium in healing rituals 
like the peyote pilgrimage, and during individual healing cere-

monies Above: A peyote cactus in bloom 

Conclusions 
The Huichol have a rich history marked by the 
nearly perfect preservation of a variety of an-

cient pre-Columbian shamanic practices, which 

they continue to use to this day. 
The cultural integrity and resilience of the Hu-

ichol shamanic tradition are virtually unparal-
leled among indigenous Latin American societies. 
This high level of preservation can be explained 

by and interpreted through the framework of 
cultural memory studies.  
The Huichol culture and civilization has remained 
largely unaffected by Western influences. 

Cultural Memory of the Huichol 
numerous different methods by which cul-
tural memory has been transmitted 

ritual (peyote pilgrimage, shamanic initiation) 
oral tradition  
visual art (yarn paintings, masks, hats) 

Diana Taylor: importance of repertoire over 
archive 

Huichols have a largely illiterate culture, and don’t need 

written records to transmit their memory 

Below: A Huichol shaman sporting traditional headwear 


