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4- lthough you do not knol mra, 1 know of yot! through your 1-:'xcell~nt nnd 
:-:-ev0.D l:lr, g rortt' td t of Th.LTI !!t?L .. ~accs of F.ve and th1:ough ..rour fine profes• 
Hlonnl tcpu~ation ae n practicing paychiatriat. However, this lettnr is not 
mermt as an accolade of pra1P.Je, but rlltheJ: to enlist your ai::l: I under$tand 
thnt \. C:t shru:-e a mutual int-et est and intimacy wit~ Caroon f!rnith ~1cCttllers. 

Last ~~ar ! completed ~ Ph.D. dissertation on MrG. McCullern, a lcbor 
oY.: lov~~ and ded:i.c.ut:i.on \vhicl I (~ntitled Caraon McCull£1!"S Elnd the BcE'rch . 
_E_o-r :··1eanina. It ,,T f.!~; tt pt'ob; em o:f ~1re . HCCullers • own se~rch .F.o~~r~nin;.:: , · 
in life and of th•:: ooarch o j her fragmented characters throughout her fiction, 
11s \·rell as my own search ft.n meaning through and in Mrs. r<cCullers. I hoth 
absorb~d an~ r~acted agains t nnd succumbed ~o··st various times••thst exis• 
t~ntlul vacuum to ~hich eo r any of her chs;acters fell heir; yet I, like 
Molonc; ber dying oruc;3ist : n S:.!.9~Uho,~ .. ~1!!.1Jl<!!• found meaning nnd liv1.n~
tl'Hi 8 tlg#.Ltn , 

No\v 11 Ct:l lleague, Profer:eo:c Ai~e Alexander of Eastern Kentucky University , 
l~ l ch1nond, Kentucky, and ! a1 il uude~; contract td.th .;: 'Ne~.:~ York publi!!;her .. David 
Le\o~ls » Inc ,» .for a · book on I ra. McCullers • hetr 1 ife and t-;rorks. Enclosed 1e 
a copy 'f the letter ac~omp.·• nying the contract, based upon a reading of my 
d1.ssertetion , eo that you c.u\ better . understand our intent snd the sensitlv .. . 
ity end compassion with 'v-hi,:h we v·1ew Mrs. McCullers. ' 

: I ' 

Now·, in an effort to be ·as thorough, accurate t fair, nnd objective as , . 
ve can in our t;v-ork. 1;1e are contact ins ~11 of the people \"e know to have · bad ., 
some relationship with Mrs. McCuller•. An<i Mre. Alexander ,nd I have been:· .. 
told that Mrs . McCullers vinited you ·tn the fall of 1953 after her ~ath~r ' 
depress i ng v1s1t to Cleytot.\ , (;eoJgla ' to f}ee Mlaa Lillian Smith. \~bo was e~.f· 
fer ina ·'!tou1 cancer. May I ne7t lf your relet1onahlp to Mre. McCu11ore was · 
both personal end profaa•:lonalr ~lcnpw _ that prof 1 lonally thor m~y bo .much 

• l· ~ .. f t ~ ; : t I I ' ' ~ 

'• 

' 
.,. ·',. • \\ I 

.( ~ J I f ""' ~ ' 

1 ~ • t' ~ • '.' 

'· ' .~~ ... '·. 

•(. _Ill' 
·-,~· 

·~ "·., \" ' .,l. 

,_• t"' 
I . 

,. 
' . ,• 

"'· e-., "~ , 

,,;' t {. 

. .., 
•• 

. ~ 

I 
"H 

; . 
i·' 
1-. 
\ 

'• 

I,. 

"I 

. ,, (, . 

~ ..... z 

• f 



I . 

I t 

. 
.... 

\ 
1: .. 

Dr. H. M. Cleckley 
Page 2 
Septemb~r 28, 1970 

~ ;, . ., 
I ' ( 'I! .. l ~:- ,•.. '• . •I . 

·r-tf 
II 

I .. , ,, 

that you ,.:rould not: he at l:lbe:rty to abate with uo for our book, but ,.~e hope 
that "'bat you can share, yotJ will. We feel. that Mrs. 1-icCullers ~rns far: ahead 
of h$r times in depicting ~~tth compe aion yet eccurecy the eo·e· llcd aber• 
rnnt on~a of aoc1.ety. end t dead, eh w th• ~eter dlegnostictan in her 
fi.ction1l portrayal Qf the 1a1.ae ol th South, both of its black end tte 
\mite p~oplee. Ttuly, ohs Jeser e • far sreatet pl ce in American letters 
than ehl hoo heretofore bee aceotde4. 

'• . )' ... . "',, 

Dr:. Cl.ecltley. \<1111 you heAp Ultt pl 'ae. Anything you can t 11 us of 
a biogr:aphieal, e~lttcol. q clinical natqr• thee would help u dopict r~e . 
r-icCullcro with grea.tet' aecut-acy wo wor.d.ci · «rppreolete eo much• -wer you aat: 
psychiatrist st one t1me, o: we your l'olatt.oneblp mer ly ona of ttt1eadehlp1 
And in any cese, may I asl~ how 1 .. t developed and over what porlod o~ t it 
epenned7 I ••• 

r I . ~ '* 

~fuen she enw yo~ in 1913, did ah talk with you ebout her buobsnd!e 
doath (I believe bt.! hed comn1tted au'-ci<S.t ehortly before her ~ visit to 
G~orgia), end did she exprelt A eens$ of .aul&t o• reeponsibility fo~ 1t? 
Or a serwe of perao~l guilt . thnt . sh folt ~o moro r moroa then ehe did. but 
rather , a senee of r()lief t ':iat his unhappy and cwnultuoua l.ifa had finally 
ended? Mt's. l-tcCull~:t • :one cn:it1~e1 book•lenstb etudy, !bo BaJlnrd 0

1
f Oaragn '·· 

!icC.ulle·:..!, by 011'/et' Ev na., aoeorts tb c R oves, a heavy drinker,. fJ1:ose1y mie• 
treated het, throrJtGnod bet lifo, invit~4 !un: into -.• double· eu!cf.dtl pact. 
nnd oftnn threatened euloid ·him olf~ D~ rou know f.f this te true? I also 
have baen tQld by a membef ,.,f he~ family· tbot Mra, McCullers o ·-:e·-~nttempted 
tHJic ide (after tt mlt!H~tn:r1oG'' in the ·Gafly , 1950' • tlaforo b r vi. f. to you). , 
Con yo 1 verify thi!J? . ~ 

l.j 

... .. . ·Ar'l you .acquainted pGr:Jonally \ttth. o,, Matty Mercer. a ptact1c1.ns cbtld 
p ychiettiet in Nyec:k, No~., ·rork •. ~:ho ~as .. ~ •.. McCuller a' peycl1t.a~r~.et and 
then intimate friend fol:' tb,t lnat ten to :twelve yeara of her ltfo? M;e. , ~·f.~ . . 

.. 
.. , 
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r·;cCull.e-:e HOS lnoebted to D~ . t\1 ~cew fo'f h lp1na to f.nat1ll 1n bot: eaain th '\""·' · .. 
· \7111 to \\ft'itc, for .ehe batS oaid to D • Mercel" • "Dal'lins. I hcve loet; my eou1.'' :;f ; ·; . :~~ 
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141.,..,. l!..t&JOo -'"''Q•• 141• • ...... ...,~ ... ,..,... , ..,.,...,... .. • .., • .,_ w ...... , tu4·&~ ""*'~~' '"'O;;..;._.,..,. -e~•·• ~,..,,....,•.~ -;;.;, ,...,.,_. ·~· .. ,~· 

~eCulle.s . Did ohe au~!er : :bls aame .aenao of loea tihen she visited Jouf 
And did ~he talk to you o~ ·teek •dvlct of ro" !or tbe psychology of any of . · '• ~."~k .. 

:·.:lrH 
tho cheroctet'a in her tol'i·!s and · boob . who w ra aropiag for meaning? ., '~ f? 

. . : :; .. . ' ' '/. ~- ;.~: .' ' ''· t : 1· ' 

Anyth1ns d1Sfi1\0&t1c. th~ 1t you; miabt be at liberty to aay of Mrs. McCuller• ·:; · 
cr he ''orka in an offott t >. h lp ~ pottr~y bel' more accuroto • f trly1 ·'· 

ond sennltlv ly, ttl , Al nc;Jor ad l would be deeplJ sratof\1! for. .''J 

'· . ~. .t 

·1 look forwe.tcS to b rta from you• ,,· ' . 
' l : 

S1ac:e~oly • 
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V1raln1a s. Carr, Ph.D. 
I ·Aesletant Pxofeesor, Eng!it!1 
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