




·Pub11 htrs ·ott .n o·omplain that the South -.rit · er book ttlan 

it buy • All over the State in th tw ntieth e . tury we· h 

e n the tatlc lit ot m 11 town to be both th tru. tr .tion 

and th in pirat.ion ot young t lent • Par ieularly 1 thi ·rue 

oat the Southern tetn'ls and hamlet , ·which · m to 1 : pire the oat 

r verish tal nt or 11. In 117 op1~1on, en ot th lJes·t or th 

talents· 1 tha·t o£ ear -on eCullera·. 

B cr.n u .l-91~, Carson Smith grew up itt Ool 'bus, a orgi$ 1 1 

typical Sou~;. m town, its oD: d!stlnetion p rhap ing tb Army 

post ot ,crt· ;,.nnbtg. O'arson• t tl7 were by no m n . well·to-do J 

hn• f'ath r, ~! watohmaker, oei d Httl d . nd tor hi kill ho 

ttr citi•sn · or Col . bu • Ia Southern t .. 1nology. th Smith would 
- ' j 
be 1 b l ~/ "gooct· peopl , but poor". A n tnt r sting a id n the 

I ., 

ra 117, J* COtlsln ot Car on• has wrttt n tro Plor14 to 1 that 
I! 

; ' ' I ' 

•th t~117 ll 11 .s en pro p ·rous day 
' 

stoe~-~ lo t ,! :. ral ott1cers ln the 
j 0 :.: • 

ao~'oud ot/~L ~·s.on* · ame ane bi~·.• 

, are d cend d trom ar1 _ toeeat1o 

r b tw n the St t s 1 and a · · 

ffH r other 1 1' ti a l 41t 
.·' I . , 

tb'/· ·cousin ~~.t , a-nd Mother nd I c ·, nnot 1· gine e rson pic 

bout." up h r l n --~·- .. or b ·r knowt · dge ot the thing he r1 
• ' .t . ~. 

·: ,... T ·, 
. . I .' . 

As n . ~p·t ~ ife nt, Carson de"¥ l.op -d p to· . tor good music, tine 

wrt tina, an~~<·_,:iwt · 11 ctual srm ath)", behaving not · t 11 1n tn u ual 
!l' . 

p ttern foll;fnl8 by Oolumbu · _ehoolgil'l • It 1· n 
./.: ·' ;· . 

l1m1tat1~/., e~ti~\ttered b r -t an · arly a ~ • Still, h r .rued to 
;:.· ' ' 

b n4on be~ a'~i~t1on to b e aon~ rt p1an1 t. At tt t e , how r, 
i t 

a 1llne . · : to/to:,.. d h r to · low doin nd Yo1d h r rig! rout1n or 
,(! ·: ,:_,. 

pr e ic • 

writ • 

I~'·AtJ." tb n, durin thl · illn 
,. I 

.. } rj; 
. I ·,; 

i ·. ' .. : 
' . 

/ 

, that Oar ·on . gan o 



I ' 
',\ .. 

pl y • 8h '. _y . t 
,\1 

thick 

\ 
'; \ J. 

0 

om.et 

· h11 - after hi h s:e ocl gr luation a rson 
1,' 

I' 

·p · r, tb·. C.OLUMB .s INQ~rmtn. 
'i \ 

Jutllard d Col bi he ca to w vi tor · r in . ~ 
' \ . i' '\ it '·. ·, ·:' '·. 

th c ty be lo t all her tuition o -1 \ n a ubwa7. ·.:.tn or4e,r \to \ 
\ • I , ,. 

re · in in Yoztk .she s tol"oed to •o~~' pl n he!~~pta ~~~~~~ \ ,, 

ot 1ee, ttd 

· ttl n hous t cl' rking in .1 l 
\, ,) \'1 ' ; .·\ 

f \ I \ , , 

0. th d1tor ·l t ft ot ~ e~le " 
d ncing ol ·s 1n 

0 • .h rt t 
' -T~ ' 

c . r . app · · ~·d o r , , ·· :' v r t ·\_ ' . one ot th 
\ " '\ 

nd s&o r o 1 t t h :as tired . fro ve~ job · h · h .. ·\"' 

hire - tor. 

During th1 unc rtaln wtnt· r :t~ th big e .ty sh 

at n1 bt. But th city and th sn · - h h . n ve 

so v rwhe· 4 her that h 4i4 .no: study1n t al 

she nt lo o 1m t ang1ng .. ·t.otmd the p1 r 

\ 

\ 
t\ 

n ta ·cb ol ;·\'· 
I If \~\ 

ll ti 

Syl 

it Bur 

• e 1on .ork .. · 1 r .1t n 

wit considerably o than liter \ry d1ac1pl1h • 11ft , · ·tt · l .ti n, 
~ \ 

sh gan to writ in rn tt ·~ la in 1936, B int oauc d 

1'1•1 .r-old 1:r1 t .o the .· . aders or STORY · :g zUl • H .r 

first pi c was 1gn1t1c · ntly tf. ·~e·d tnmli!UU . . • 

\ 
\ 

.. -



tn 1937·, Carson mart-ted a tell~ South~·rner, ~ - eve . MeCuU: rs, 

and · nt to 11• in !forth Carol1n ~·~ !h r ·· .,. she wor~d folf about o 
, \ I . ' 

\ 

1 -ar · _ t h r f'it-st novel, p·!t1nted ~~ _ 1940 untt·: r tb publish r• . titl , 

!1m HIART IS LO: l.Y !UN!II. !h ·.·,''btrJYtil 1s . · b01lt lone11ft ·, m n 1 .. 
I':· --- -. ' 

.lsoletian nd his r.· volt gains\ ft,:~. fhe a tho~ po aes a poet• 
\\ ' . 

111.s1g.ht .ln p · t:r tin'!) and · va 1·1n~ th inn · nature of . n. It is 
' ' ' 

not o r1 b harlcr o mueh 
I , 

\I 

characters that 11 import ' n.t. !h . 1 ' rge n ' d ot bum '" . attect11l&:~ and 
' . \ . .... . :. 

th ift, nely narrow 1 1· ' t upon t~e $ tl taction . t . ·~a - .• ne..Ss 11 
' \ 

. en to be o· lamlty ot ota tt • Tbt habbtnesl ot th aot · 1 .ts 

e ontr sted •1 h the be . uty o-r tb 1 ine4, the wish•4/ tor an- «l' . •lle4. 
' • I • ,> -., ~.. • 

or. !'be.-e 1 . oo 1 · ·ry · n but th t flOod ·a not al~owd i;o roltJ. 
1 . f 

1ndiv1dtl81.1ty los 1' elf in thtl rel ·nttn ooil ot . oei tr .· Yl 

cannot c !ffl o tw 4; if e -1- · a 

\ 
'. 

' 

town. 

r ce, n adolesce .. t; 1·r1 bo loves · :ns1et and a quiet c- te ow ·er aU 

eoma to sh re a ystteal · dm1r t1om tor the d at mute John S1ng r. 

!h story is ln t ct n ironic ar ble on ta ot. •· Out ot Slttge.~'' 

stunned f ee nd -ile e .- - he smiles . nd nods. 'W'h n utterly ta!,ling to 

comprel'Wnd - each ot the tour eonstructa · n 1at ·e ot b t?lute ttn4.er--

standing, God.li 

sbor·t tl1.ese p$opl.. re 1-on ly bunteriJ t ~ 1 ned o4, • Oht-1s-t, 

or in !ru1rtan e pote • languag; · 1 • · ·omeene to bold th and tell. the .· 

that ._ VE!'r)'th1ng 1 going t:() all rigJlttf t and 1D tl\Gf~r i · reh tbey 

light upon Siager. The tact escapes them that the 'fl e him elt ts·. ~v ft 

mo:re plt -ou ly -e . nd at, · -·tng posses . 4 a.11 apo-sibl dn\i. ·a ot his 



O'ftl.t Al o they d.o !lOt re 11& . that no one or th c:an und r tand tb 

other, but wh n the tour lo e .stn· e:r, who ~ommtts ui.,;ide, three ot 

t m lo e th matns1,r1ng ot their· precariou . sp1ri'ta. Only the 

r staurant owner remains r lati~ 1y 1nt ct 1 havtnc long sine sunken 

intt>· eoaplete path7• 

!he haract ·r drnn with the mo t t 11 g, th d ' t 1 '•1 h 

and pe 1s .bat or the a ol scGnt 1r1. 

a ot1on-al.ly n4, one w&\tld think, otten faat a ly utob ogr phie 1 

1n her t:re t nt of · 1c _, 11 • , owh r • I · 11· , h . v e ns 

o · Jtow1n up, ot tumbli toward r&al~ty , . n tly . 

1'6 . aled un se 1 1~ t ·r or b. th ame a ho.r, 

1 tomboy 1 th h r tran f.9 ~-n tor a no tho. · J. ~ n the 

d~ ·. b o · · h · ow , 11fe tilled wt th ·. u ic ~tty, is major 
\ memorable 

c ntr1butlon to the 11 t or/char ct r in fiction. 

!~ the oth r cb r t rs here tb ame elt- r ur and s ns& ot 

tut1lit tbat Patll.kner ga n t .IOIIT ~ . u ·u, 1', t _ bo ~ in 1ch he 
a"Ve been 

s ms t .o/ m· t de ply . on rne 1th b r ot rlsation. fh • .reh1 t, 

t~ e _{ f!ro doctor, a .. the eaffi ewoor 6r aitl strc·n0 l'" rem!ni cen ot 

ulknex-• Cbri t s, ,JI1gbto ·or, nd Btmch c-t1 ·1,-, 11t t y e 

m-o· ·e. 1, 1 · 1 grotesqt11 .• 

!hi t1rst novel n w14 critical ace a • Lorin . r tt.e a id t 

" tho t · ny ltt hne , wit bard tur1 · 1, r on C 11 r p ent 

po·~r ·peop.le 1n a tovm 1n tbe deep South, the sort ha Dostoyev : 

:m!gbtl, ha-ve written out. A d a c ·ra . 1. ht round th 1 t pres 1 

~~ us .. ~or "~h ston1sbing humanity h ·t enab1 a whit$ iter, tor 
I 

~h flf t · time in Sout ·er rtct1on 1 to han le r · 1th as 
! '. 1 
I .. Ch 1 

·. e · · just1ce s th se ot her own r e tt. tri ht •. tatement 1 



no.· · lto th · tru , tor . ulkn :r a undoubt 41 ~ . t~rs to o 

ju tide 'by tb. egr·a. • " -•• ,.. •• '" .,.,. tlrte~·· • •'-••••• 
,, 

1th the .Pro ts ro B Cars n t · rn d 

to. · nhatt 

tth a 

and his w1t 

in Broo · 

in se r ot . ind d ··: )1r1ts. Ob.$e 
I 

or er11 , h e 11 d :~n-t 11 t rerY. · 
'' ' . 

• . ! 

S~n joinin -;. th . fre kt ·; 
. ;~ 

ei ht • r, iekl ·, by, · nd 

te dy b.~• er - 7 er 

rii Geor 

b sl bytn · c o - pai ' 
• I .. ptte 

,'1 

childhood 

II . ud ·n 

t et 

lit rary 

tle , 1ncho t 

_., tonal 1~, . nd 1nS:pired c~i ~h t, C r on ot on rlth 
i 

ber · 

did b 
. ·, 

• · • he : t :rned ! '. 1 G or 1a 

for r s 

._ n 19 . o . a ~ -· -e ·n 11. ~it .. or thor• 

ir -t b 1 

• 
oro ano 1 

n ;y-tour -y~ r-old gir-l. tn it· 1 1 no~ l 1. -
s -· ~ t . · , in b . · · • rJ: : f 0 fHv; \ . , c -.. , t h 1> . t ll {) 

. ,! 
II , 1 

i· 

A to c 
;)_ 

r t to c,~ - te 1t 1 Southern 
... ·-· 

th· . boo 1 1 · t des~ r 't>l p Ytlho die 1. 
\ , ., , I 

1th 

· g sa ch . l _ ·.~ born . it tin er$ '-~ rown toge ~ - r, an -'~ 
. . . \ 

t ln 

.uffers tro ;bt· ·e.rtl4 im ot ne ., _a . eltt' 1ttftd \pr1 ate 
\ ' ' ' I 

. 1 : f 

'; J :) : 

1d ~ :ude in the 

' ' 
'' '\ 

\ 



woods, tallion is tortu-red• a . nrdsr is _do e, and a h artbroken 

wife cttts orr· h r nipples w1 th .. rden he . rs. 

Thi 1 angerous ter1a1 to. a novel • on 11ould xpeet nothing 

more than r nk, arty m lodrama. ,Ao·tually,howev , 1t is a s · 1lltul ._ 

psyahol g · _ ~ study, a d the tal· 1 t -old ith s1 lie1t7t nsight,_. 

.. it phr .R l'd1ng truotur ant!' ·. t1t · , tb econd 
'\ 

1 · . arbtd 1mpro. nt. E eb wo?d see s to \t U in ita 
\ 

neu1 · ,, the book b inc Just ·: tightly. 

'. An w · 11~ d;l th .. no 1 , 1 t - t rtl ~ , e · 

just a v d as. the u tlrban t i of rrell • · t~ · 

m1dwa t. Th :rn 
writing:: "It 1s 

m.tter blob c 

i-

revi r clin;e ·~ d his praiae of the nov :·.·~ ·by 

thotlgh Will -~ · Faulkner saw to the bot~Om ot ,. \ 

lr ite llim, . d hi tyl1st1o ranlts • . _ nd 

rot . 1 1 out w ol toy _ 1 el .· ty. 

• 
·'· 

. Goth 10 . ehool'1 J a tel ~ ·, ."t.h t Sot the rne rs 
,, . 

led by ·: ll _im _lk er nita j~ .. I;th 'brilliant 1nten$·~;~r, bu~ ,~ the1r 
:,c •. ' 

ubjee m,tt· :r ustally ··run.s to. ~o~ror ... s nal, tl~.-o,logic.·el, 
,;) \ ... 
1. j.f 

eontrie l ;e: S1tl .ey· C rroll in rso nt .artiel on ,'f.ri~nM e 1111a s 
·· ' t 

:rite or ~he se ool or young _aou er _ rit. r ho ~~~:& ·it t around 

c rt -.in r "~rit t cts or lit. ' cripples,: PGrver 1el) ~. ap , al1d th 
' ,l • . 1 

beauty o. tt all. I think s\leh en t ·t- ck l.s untortuna~e b cause it 

is '1!''1 .h'lrt .. 1 h d, l.nloilt idtc lousll" s • It 1s! t et t at , 

whe o~ s i ·ttng bottt tt1:e e p South 1th · ny reali:fl , t -ere 

.. ust r -ot opt t · q 11 ty, "· blae m• 1c ar O$th~c 1 nt 
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ot n ,srlust, tb. ir tt 1·_ mad strong by simi :r t7 in persom.l11\t 

aa 11 a mutual admir tlon . nd tlDd rs 1 I• -rn~ 'CrtlmltGr o 194S" 
/J 

they lived n4 work$4 tog ther on antueket., end tr a:. r cn•s 

work e·.- the th1r4 noV< 1 1 lmG'IR OF' tHE :~- · OL'iG p bli hed in 1946. 

Tl\1 .. novel gee -_ck ·to tb 4o.1•· oen~ girl ate · in ft HI- -R! IS 

A LONII..Y HUNfi.R. 

·a t1U"i t~J ;1 t o 

1 1 ·the diroc ·. on 

o· tld 

Th 1· 

·n t 

t 1 b -ilt a unn 

·o hig ~. tho ~l~r n 

re e ing 

1 bu oe •ua-tht-.-

r. 1 in 

r -t~ ~ r 1 to 

.;. ost o tJ:e ook 

-~-- ~:--·tl ·. he death 

· -- Cln ·nn t lld all 

thD li ttl~ tntng9 tb t eonet1 ttatl.!i.d · _:. r h P:.. 1MJ s.... ettl . • ~ps h l reaa 

an . -s Shtl - a .. k 4 -~ the t . tb-t k ·~ h~ ~s 1 · but i - 1••7 

mi t .1-te -. ~ 1 ~ be -otlefttlly-

all -1 m '1 - ~ar o ts 11 h r 

· mE- ma .met- 1 but 11 1 a~ et tb~ 

eorner r d - an 
..;. (! b n. 's o > •h y ~ .. w ~-. in the 

los 
, t ll c nn t lf ll th / rea • 

in is $ _e _· d .. -o _· gem . , 0 ~ ·.n ad-· the -· .. o ~ play t whteb 

th0 ?he tl~ Gu114 ille -ent .: lly prod11e • 

g1 .1 q ' lit)' 



ot 'mE GLASS UIAGIBII and will how the eme ci · p uftd 'f _ ta.ndiag et 

hUllian b 1ng, his action .ttd h11o< motitt t1on. 






	WLUcoll0097_b01_f008_002_A
	Mss097_letter_0116
	Mss097_letter_0117
	Mss097_letter_0118
	Mss097_letter_0119

	WLUcoll0097_b01_f008_002_B
	Mss097_printed_0107
	Mss097_printed_0108
	Mss097_printed_0109
	Mss097_printed_0110
	Mss097_printed_0111
	Mss097_printed_0112
	Mss097_printed_0113
	Mss097_printed_0114
	Mss097_printed_0115


