
The Many Uses of the Renovated Leyburn Library 

Of course Leyburn is used for study, but it 
is now used much more than in recent years 
and for more reasons. This term alone, of the 
2300 hours available for reservations (including 
over night and weekends), we had 72 percent of 
the total time available reserved on all floors of 
the library, and that doe~ not include the many 
study sessions that go on without a reservation. 

Our small study rooms (M40, 41 and 42) 
have seen a lot of creative uses besides group 
study: phone interviews with potential employ
ers, video-conference interviews of potential new 
hires for W&L (saves travel time and money) , sit
down sessions with vendors, teleconferences, we
binars and small group meetings are examples. 
Room M41 is equipped as a mini-smart room 
with a computer and two-way videoconferencing 
available. Group study in room 102. 

Room M47 is a fully equipped smart classroom. It 
holds 25-30 people if the sofas are used, or 18-20 if it 
is configured with the movable tables. Meetings, mini
conferences, group study sessions, presentations and 
videoconferences are just a few of the many uses of this 
popular room. Starting Fall 2010, it is likely classes will 
be held here, too. 

#hours reserved between 8 a.m & 11 p.m. 

• Northen 

• M39 

• M40 

• M41 

• M42 

• M47 

• Wri ting Center 

The renovation has provided new inspirations for 
students in how they use the rooms and furniture on all 
the floors. In short, Leyburn has had every reservable 
room (14 of them) reserved this term. Everyone in
volved with the renovation are so glad to see its success! 
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Both our University Librarian Merrily Taylor, and 
our Head of Technical Services Dave Badertscher, are 
retiring on june 30, 2010. Both will be greatly missed. 

Merrily came to W&L in the summer of 2004 after 
the retirement of her long-time friend Barbara Brown. 
She carne here from Brown University after serving as 
University Librarian there for 22 years. One of Mer
rily's many accomplishments was spear-heading the 
first renovation of Leyburn Library since its opening in 
1979. The renovation occurred in 2008-09, but discus
sions had begun long before, while Barbara Brown was 
still University Librarian. It was Merrily's energy and te
nacity (and the Provost's funds) that finally got things 
rolling. Merrily's positive spirit and ready smile have 
been great to have around. Fortunately Merrily plans 
to stay in Lexington, in between trips, so we can hope 
to see her in Leyburn in the future. 

Dave Badertscher came to W&Lin 1989, after work
ing in a variety of library posts throughout the South. 

As head of technical 
services he directs all 
the library's back-office 
functions: cataloging, 
acqms1t10ns, subscrip
tions and the circula
tion computer system
all those things that 
make a library, a library. Dave and his wife Nancy are 
moving to Georgia to be closer to their four children 
and five grandchildren . Everyone will miss Dave's wry 
smile and quick wit. 

Laura Turner has been promoted to fill Dave's posi
tion andjohn Tombarge, Head ofPublic Services, will 
wear a second hat as interim University Librarian. 

"And That's the Way It Is", Walter Cronkite, CBS Evening News 

It seems odd to me that this will be my last Univer
sity Librarian's column for Library Letters, but it's true 
nonetheless. As some of you already know, I will be re
tiring as of june 30, 2010. By the time that date comes, 
I will have been a librarian for 42 years and a library 
director for 28 - and from the day I en
tered the University of South Florida 
Library as a new reference librarian, it's 
been a wonderful ride. 

There have been many joys in 
spending the final years of my career at 
Washington and Lee, an institution with 
a warm and welcoming sense of commu
nity, a dedication to fine teaching and 
the things and people that facilitate it, 
and a great library. What a delight it was 
to receive the "go-ahead" for the much
needed Leyburn renovation, and to see 
this fine building blossom anew as the 
academic heart of the University! An
other pleasure was witnessing the birth 
of The Friends of the Library of Washington and Lee. 
From the first inkling of the idea in the mind of Profes
sor Emeritus of English George Ray, the Friends was 
blessed with enthusiastic support and remarkable gen
erosity. The Friends has already done much to improve 
the Library and to raise the Library's profile amongst 
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the W&L community, and I look forward to seeing it 
grow and prosper. 

Not the least pleasure, of course, has been the op
portunity to work with a talented, creative and hard
working staff each of whom has a deep commitment 

to bringing the best library services to 
the W&L community, and with faculty 
and students who are appreciative and 
supportive of the Library. It has been 
a great privilege to serve as your Uni
versity Librarian, and to have my name 
associated with the distinguished pre
decessors who nurtured and guided 
W&L's library for more than two hun
dred years before me. I can think of no 
more appropriate way to end than with 
the words of Robert E. Lee, as true to
day as they were when he wrote them 
in 1866: 

"I need not enlarge upon the im
portance of a good library to the advancement 
and prosperity of the college. A useful literary 
institution cannot be maintained without it." 

UNIVERSITY LIBRARY 
WASHINGTON & LEE UNIVERSITY 
~NGTON, VA 24450 

Merrily E. Taylor 
University Librarian 
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Special Collections New Acquisitions 

Vaughan Stanley, Special Collections Librarian 

Special Collec-
tions has purchased 
a new Robert E. Lee. 
letter for our collec
tion. Lee is writing on 
January 19, 1866, to 
Charles Marshall in 
Baltimore. Marshall 
(1830-1902) was Lee 's 
military secretary dur
ing the war and was 
the principal author 
of Lee's poignant 
General Orders No. 
9 in which Lee bid 
f: 11 h Ar 

Robert E. Lee 
arewe to t e my 

of Northern Virginia following the surrender at 
Appomattox on April 9, 1865. Mter the war's end 
Marshall returned to his hometown of Baltimore 
to practice law. He was very aware of the Lee fam
ily's strained financial circumstances following the 
confiscation of their property at Arlington House. 
Knowing that the Lees needed furniture in Lex
ington, Marshall raised funds for the purchase of 
needed items. In our letter, Lee expresses his grati
tude to Marshall and the citizens of Baltimore and 
discusses a number of furniture items that the fam
ily needs. In one line Lee wrote: "My little house
keeper, Mildred {Lee's youngest daughter}, says she 
has nothing to place a candle on in the parlor ... " 
Lee went on to reveal the depth of his family's furni
ture needs. The letter .is important evidence of the 
Lee family's financial condition a few months after 
their arrival on campus. 
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Roger Mudd is one of Washington and Lee's 
most distinguished alumni. He has forged a long 
and very qualitative career in television journalism. 
He is recently the author of The Place To Be, one of 
the best memoirs on American political history and 
journalism in recent years. Roger is also a major bib
liophile and recently gave Leyburn Library's Special 
Collections his collection of first editions of Ameri
can twentieth-century Southern literature. He has 
now followed up with a donation of his papers and 
other memorabilia from his journalism career. In
cluded are videos, transcripts and correspondence. 
This is a treasure that will nourish W&L journalism 
students and others for many years to come. 

Roger Mudd donating a collection of books. 

Find the Library Everywhere Online 

Mary Abdoney, Science Librarian 
Do you want to keep up to date with what's happen

ing at the University Library? Are you on Facebook? 
You can become a fan at http:/ / www.facebook.com/ 
pages/Lexington-VA/Washington-and-Lee-University
Libraries/17490596607. If you aren't a Facebook afi
cionado, you can follow us on Twitter at http: / / twit
ter.com/ WLULibrary, or just select the links from the 
library's home page, http:/ / library.wlu.edu. Learn 
about new resources, events and general library news. 
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Institutional Repository (IR) 

Dick Grefe, Senior Reference Librarian 
The Washington and Lee University Library has 

long sought to preserve and make available the his
torical record of the University, its students, its faculty 
and the local area. To date, that printed collection of 
historical materials has been housed within the library 
buildings and researchers have been required to make 
a physical visit to the campus within library working 
hours. 

Digitization - the electronic storage and preserva
tion of information - offers new opportunities for the 
long-term preservation and use of that information, 
especially via the Internet. Many academic institutions 
-libraries, colleges and universities- have begun work 
on such digitization projects, often referred to as "insti
tutional repositories. " 

Recognizing the potential for its own researchers, 
as well as for other researchers around the world, the 
Washington and Lee University Library has begun ex
ploring ways to permanently preserve in digitized form 
and to make available electronically via the Internet as 
much of the W&L historical record as reasonably pos
sible. 

Chaired by Technical Services Librarian Laura 
Turner, the W&L University Library Institutional Re
pository Committee is examining the considerable 
technical, legal and procedural challenges in setting 

up and maintaining such an electronic service. Other 
members of the committee are Access Services Man
ager Elizabeth Teaff, Special Collections Librarian 
Vaughan Stanley, Library Technology Coordinator 
Kwangsoo Han and Senior Reference Librarian Dick 
Grefe, with additional participation from Caroline Os
borne, Acting Director of the Law Library. 

The Committee has targeted a couple of projects 
as early candidates for inclusion within this repository: 
student honors theses (beginning with 2010 gradu
ates) and records of faculty publications, beginning 
with recent book publishing. Future projects which 
have been suggested include the products of other stu
dent and faculty research projects (including journal 
articles), issues of the Ring Turn Phi and editions of the 
University yearbook, The Calyx. Even multimedia pre
sentations- video, audio and other formats- may be 
included. Some of this material would be freely avail
able on the Internet around the world, while other 
items would be restricted to W&L use. 

This long-term effort still is in its very early stages 
and is considerably more complex, technically and le
gally, than might seem initially apparent. We hope to 
be able to make available publicly the first fruits of our 
labors by the end of this spring. Stay tuned for further 
news. 


