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LEX G'IOl A ril ___ --The picturesque Shenandoah Valley 

community of Lexin ton , Va ., is y just a small , quiet coll ge 

town, but once every four years it beco s hotbed of political 

excite ant that for two hort days rival s the color and otacle 

ot the ajor party' s n tion nomina tin conventions • 

It p ens every president! l el otion y r around th first of 

May, and it ' s called the ~ashi eton nd Lee University [ock Convention . 

This ye ' s e ent is scheduled for April 30 and ay l , nd for onths 

the 1 , 025 students at ashin ton and Lee hav been busy lanning and 

b ilding for the J la tJo days . 

Since , W & L students have so t to pre- uess the presidential 

nominee for the p rty out of power, nd the 1956 ock Convention is 

bin held for the De ocrats for the first time since student convention 

deleg' tes correctly nominated Franklin D. Roosev lt in 1932. 

In ten r vious ock C0 nvent1 no , , L student oliticos have 

been ri t six times , Jhile erring four . But the interest hioh the 

event ttracts tdntes not -on its recoxd for ac uracy , but on its tradition 

or uthenticity in proc dure nd balloting. 

iV ry member of the rl·1shine; ton and Lee stui nt body b lon s 1 th r 

to a tote dele ation or to som oth r im ortant oonv nti n co ittee. 

Boys n to ad st te ale ations are ch·rgad Jith th res ,onsibility 

or cont ctin party 1 · ers in t eir v rious states and eter inin:.:> as 

ocur tel s ossibl just how tiStfLili e' at 

t the Chic o id-su er conv ntion . 
(more) 



I n thi s manner, the first ballot at o.shin ton anP. Loe often 

is nearly ide tical to the openin b llot t the national affair. Also , 

st te delegations are in contact ~ith state head uarters Nhile the 

convention is in pro 7 r as , g tting instructions on th OJ ~itch· of 

backi an otl r information. 

As h s be n th r cti e in t p'st , a ro in nt party 

s okesman acts s k ynot spea r th & L ock C nvention . This 

year ho ·les ocrat than nator lb n • Barkley, the for er "Veep" , 

ill open th activities. 

he oynoter ' s spe ch ~ill folio the tr d1 tio 1al "kick- off" 

par e , ·~hi ch this ye r ·111 include baron Kay 1 tc 1 , " iss A;. r c 

f o 195 , " r i 1 n o t h float of the Jer y stud t d le ti • 
11 d 1 ti n~ nt r o or m r 1 d b n s , cmlor s , n 

drill t a s from 11 over irginia an est Vir ini t ke part. Over 90 

marchi g units ~e lann d for the 1956 'kick~off . " 

The float 'of the Louisi na d le tio s pro ises to be on of 

the best in the rad • ith w lt of t me ma erial on w ich to 

base t air ideas , t e 17- ember delegation is promi i 

~111 be a stron contender for the first lac award . 

an :~ntry hich 

The elican st~te ro is de up lmost ntirely of students 

fDom LoUlsian , inolud~ng six. you g m n fro. g , eveport nd north r.n 

Louisiana. .~.hey re R lph B ucu , 812 Slattery lvd .; Donald :!olcomb , 

4721 Thornhill Ave ; 

Hutchi son, 4840 C ell 

'ortson, of omer , L 

tfi ld Jack, :rr., 4112 irfield v • ; Campbell 

ane ; Ja es cLeod , 720 ilder laoej nd DicK 

T1e '11 be in t i r seats onday when~ .. shin ;»ton and Lee stud nts 

o after oth r corr ct no in ticn , just like in 1952 hen they , a did 
the ti n , ''liked Ike . " - -30--
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Photo #1 

1952 K\ OTER-- n tor rank C rlson of C sas ot the 1952 
' publican ock Conv tion off to ro si start at as in ton and Le 

~it his keynot ad ress . Ccrlson pre ict d a bin ton d Lee 

stud ts vH ld no n tc th ''next pr ident of tl United St tes" and 

th GOP ... ti 1 onv ntion nd 1 tar the rican voter proved Carlson 

n ~ L correct in t e choice of D 'Vi · ht D. Eisenhower . 

BOS TE -P TY, L V SIO ·- epresenting th SS8CilUOet ts 

s · te d le-)ation , float depicting the raid of dis uised Indians in 

the fa ed Bost Te - arty roce up IJ. xiru , ton ' s a in tr t . 

1 IL C LU ffiiA--The District of Colu bia' s ntr in the 1952 

kick-off arad ~as a loat ~hich bore repres nt tiona of 

col m d gov r ent buildi s ith Col bia , p ·otr y d by 

shin to • s 

tUd nt 

from a n rby girls ' oolle e , ridin at • 

AL s r,r 0 T. T--P rka- clnd deleg tea from t Territory 

or Al s peak out for the lat Robert aft at the 1952 Convention . 

ut, l .. ckin vl a vJ 1t .... r rb of th la ans, th est of the del ti 

er cool r to ard th c n' dacy of ' r . opublican" t r I th ir 

Up ort to Eis nh J r . 

p n~ 0 1111 TIO LOuR---Duri the cours of t e 

1952 oc Conv nti • r enti n of t s n m, ou s t off 
xu rant dem nQt~r tions in 1s b lf . 
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