
News Bureat: 
Washington an:.l :..ee UL. ~-:J-3r ;Jj_ t } · 
Lexington, Vi~ginia 

].rr.IDle:l J_L ts release 

LEXINGTON, Feb. 1~- - --ct.udent deleg2tion chairmen for 48 states and 

six territories have be t::3 .'1 _1· .s rr.'3fl. fo:::- Washington and Lee University's 

1956 Democratic Mock Co.:lv '?n'tion., scheduled for April 30 and May 1. 

Carl Do Swanson) l.Et e:T:l.ediate law student who is chairman of the 

quadrennial ~vent, will ~eet with state heads Monday to plan or.~niza­

tion of student delegations and outline procedures w~ich chairmenwill 

follow in contacting bona fide state chairmen in pre-convention pollso 

Student chairmen are charged with the responsibility of determining 

as accurately as possible how various state delegations will vote at 

the real national conv ention in mid-summer. Much of the interest shown 

in the Ws shington and Lee mock affair by political leaders and the press 

has resulted from the authenticity of its organization and balloting 

procedures, Swanson points out. 

Delegation leaders write sta te Democratic chairmen: seeking cam­

paign literature, advice, and instructions on how to vote on the Mock 

Convention ws initial ballot. Many students call on their respective 

s t ate chairmen during Spring Vacation for a first-hand s.cquaintance 

with Democratic Party functioning. 

Students were chosen for delegation leadership by Sv:anson and Wiley 

H ., Vvright, Jr., steering cormnitteeman in charge of state dele gationso 

Selection was based on interest, experience in nat j_ onal andcampus 

politics, and organizational ability. 

In addition to liaison work with state headquarters, student chair·-

me:;n plan and organize floats and other state entr :C_es for the gigantic 

i ik~ . ck ·-off n pa rade, set for 2 p. m. on April 30 r A r:'t ozen bands and at 

(more) 



... 

least four crack driJ.l teams h8ve acce~ted invitations to take part in 

the miles-long para1~~ 

Response to &. s:;;e ~}la 1 Moc.l\: C o.u."rent ion press bro0h1."'.:!:'e SP.nt out to 

press, radio, at}d t8-; c"lr 1 .. .: .-·.c .. . ~~ ii1 3 ·1 ~.a indicates wide co-:,. ·..., ragq for the · 

1956 event~ In J.£48 ar.c. ~-~:JC. i: the Hock Convention was reported exten­

sively by pres.s ~ rc..d.ic ~ J..nr"'.. TV 

The forthco~iPg convent ion will be the eleventh held at Washington 

and Lee sia~e t~1e practice was begun in l908o Slx times student dele­

gates hav-:; cor.re8"tly pre-guessed the m.ominee for the party out of power: 

while four times the national conventions have failed to rvconfirm" the 

W & L choic0\) 

Classes are suspended during the two-day convention~ and Doremus 

Gymnasium becomes a flag and bunting-draped con"rar.ti0n hell for the 

more than 1,000 student delegateso 
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