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Fancy Dress 
‘veils’ theme

B y Polly Doig 
N ew s  E ditor

The self-proclaimed ‘biggest party 
of the South’ will add masks, amongst 
other things, to the list of acceptable 
attire for the bicenquinquagenary-year 
ball.

This year’s Fancy Dress theme, 
which was announced today by the 
FD Steering Committee, is “Le Bal 
Masque, The 92nd Annual Fancy 
Dress Ball, A Renaissance of the Origi
nal.” The theme attempts to recreate 
the original ball, which was organized 
in 1907 by Washington and Lee Uni
versity librarian Annie Jo White with 
$42 in leftover theater funds.

“The student committee decided 
that the theme should be fun, but also 
high-class,” FD Publicity Chairman 
Sarah Rector said. “We wanted it to 
be different than the 250* ball, but we 
still wanted it to be something elegant, 
so we decided to go with the masquer
ade theme.”

Fancy Dress is scheduled for Sat
urday, March 5, 1999 in the Warner 
Center, and is open to all W&L stu
dents, faculty, alumni and guests. Ac
cording to the Steering Committee, 
decorations will transform both gyms 
in the Warner Center into a mass of 
Renaissance-era architecture and land
scapes, with a “merry and high-class 
mood, like a 16th-century masquerade 
ball.”

The masquerade theme has many 
students more excited than usual.

“I wasn’t planning to go to FD,” 
junior Sonia Half said. “Then I heard 
about the theme, and thought that this 
one seems exciting and different, not 
like the ones I’ve seen so far. It sounds 
like a theme that people will go all-out 
for.”

Indeed, the FD Steering Committee 
is suggesting everything from boas 
and tiaras, cowboy boots and hats, as 
well as various period pieces for

partygoers. In addition, the commit
tee recommends that costume ideas 
may be obtained from such movies as 
“Much Ado About Nothing” and 
“Romeo and Juliet.” FD invitations 
themselves, which will be mailed within 
the next two weeks, request “creative 
black tie” and costumes.

“Normally people find out the 
theme from the invitations,” Rector 
said. “But this year, because of the 
theme, we wanted to give people as 
much time as possible to go out and 
find really creative costumes.” 

According to Rector, instead of 
teasing with the theme the committee 
will instead tease with the names of 
the bands.

“There’ll still be some element of 
surprise this way,” Rector said.

For additional costume ideas, Rec
tor recommends visiting the FD 
website, which is linked from the W&L 
homepage.

“Hopefully, people will visit the 
website,” Rector said. “There’ll be 
links that will give people suggestions, 
and it should be really helpful.”

The ball’s music, which has tradi
tionally included two bands playing 
simultaneously in the large and small 
gymnasiums of the Warner Center, will 
be added to by a third band this year. 
The additional band will take turns 
playing in the large gym.

“Kings of Swing” will be playing 
again this year in the small gym. Al
though the FD Publicity Committee is 
not releasing the names of the bands 
that will be performing in the large 
gym, clues to their identities will be 
released during the week prior to Feb
ruary break. The names will be an
nounced at the end of February.

Ticket packages, which include two 
t-shirts, two shot glasses, two post
ers and six plastic cups, will go on sale 
in the University Center for $88 begin- 
ning March 1. More than 2,100 
partygoers are expected to attend.

Pulitzer-winning 
author to speak

B y  Polly Doig 
N e w s  E ditor

Pulitzer Prize-winner Taylor Branch 
will give a speech concerning Martin 
Luther King, Jr.’s role in shaping the 
Civil Rights movement 7:30 p.m. 
Wednesday in Lee Chapel.

“Branch is the best Martin Luther 
King, Jr. historian there is,” Contact 
Chair Jason Hahn said. “He is also an 
entertaining and interesting speaker.”

Branch, who will spend several 
days at Washington and Lee Univer
sity, is sponsored by Contact and will 
also meet with various classes.
\  “Considering the fact that Mar

tin Luther King, Jr. Day, which was 
just a week ago, was virtually unno
ticed on campus, I think this visit is 
very timely,” Contact Vice-Chair

Roshni Nirody said.
Branch won the Pulitzer Prize for 

History in 1988 for his book “Parting 
the Waters: America in the King Years 
1954-63.” He published the second 
book of his King trilogy last year, “Pil
lar of Fire: America in the King Years 
1963-65.” He received a five-year 
MacArthur Foundation Fellowship in 
1991.

“As Mr. Branch is a Pulitzer Prize- 
winning author as well as an acclaimed 
historian, I am sure he’ll appeal to a 
wide range of people,” Nirody said. 
“Personally, I think it is great that Con
tact is bringing in a speaker who can 
offer some reflections on one of the 
great leaders of our time.”

A reception and book signing will 
be held following the lecture in the 
Alumni House.

Angelou
captivates

* B y  Polly Doig
N e w s  E d itor

‘One Acoustic Evening’ held for charity
B y  Jonathan Barker

S taff W riter

Ten acts took the stage at the 
Lenfest Center Saturday night for 
“One Acoustic Evening,” a musical 
showcase for charity. Performances 
ranged from the fast-paced bluegrass 
pickings of The Ruley Boys to the big 
band sounds of the University Jazz 
Ensemble, with almost every other 
type of music that falls between.

The show began with Washington 
and Lee seniors Elizabeth Huston and 
John Wilbers’s version of James 
Taylor’s “Mexico,” and continued on

through to the raucous bluegrass act 
Wildgrass, who headlined the event. 
Other student acts included the song- 
writing duo of Josh Harvey and Chris 
Edwards and the pop rock quartet 
Speakeasy.

Harvey and Edwards’s act, one of 
the highlights of the evening, de
lighted the crowd with such feel-good 
songs as “You Make it All Worth 
While.” Harvey’s piano solos also 
elicited much applause. When forced 
to choose a favorite act of the evening, 
Wayne Raynal, owner of Night Owl 
Music, reflected the opinions of many 
when he said, “I’d have to go with

Josh and Chris. They play such com
plex music and play it so well.” 

Another crowd pleaser was Speak
easy, the night’s other rock act. Play
ing in an unplugged setup, the group 
performed four original songs, from 
the fast paced “The Bridge” to the 
popish “Kinda Hard.” The group con
sists of juniors Anthony Allen on 
drums, Matt LaMotte on guitar and 
vocals, Greg Nouza on piano, and 
sophomore Matt Herman on bass.

Also performing was the Univer
sity Jazz Ensemble, a thirteen member 
group directed by Terry Vosbein. The 
ensemble livened up the evening with

Junior Greg Nouza, pianist for the band Speakeasy, performs during “One Acoustic Evening.”

a selection of Duke Ellington songs. 
“I think we had a lot of fun up there, 
and it showed,” said saxophonist Mike 
Agnello.

Of the local groups, Rattlesnake 
Chili, The Ruley Boys, Walker’s Run, 
and Wildgrass provided the audience 
with a steady stream of bluegrass, the 
most common genre of the night. The 
acts were largely met with enthusiasm.

Many students, however, were sur
prised by the popularity of bluegrass. 
“I didn’t realize that it was so popu
lar,” said sophomore Carly Blakelock, 
“but I’m impressed by the amount of 
musical talent.”

Those who are bluegrass fans were 
likewise impressed. Sophomore John 
Dumas, who classifies himself as a 
bluegrass fan, said that Saturday 
night’s fare “rates well with what I usu
ally listen to.”

The funds raised on Saturday 
night will go to help alternative spring 
break projects for Washington and Lee 
students. The projects, co-sponsored 
by Total Action Against Poverty 
(TAP) and Catholic Campus Ministry, 
will take students to Nicaragua over 
February break and work in Lexington 
over spring break.

Students on the Nicaraguan trip will 
be helping to repair last year’s destruc
tion by Hurricane Mitch. Students par
ticipating in the program over spring 
break, Christmas in April, will be do
ing repair work and house painting for 
elderly, ill and poor Rockbridge 
County residents.

She strode into Lee Chapel sur- 
, rounded by the aura that is apparent 

even on TV, on the arm of a man about 
six inches shorter than she. She moved 
gracefully through the receiving line, 
shaking hands. She signed students’ 

if battered copies (though most still bore 
price tags) of “I Know Why the Caged 
Bird Sings,” with a simple “Joy.”

When the poet laureate comes to 
town, people tend to sit up and take

* notice. Lexington was no exception for 
Maya Angelou’s visit to Washington 
and Lee University last Wednesday.

More than 600 tickets were distrib- 
I uted. Forty-five minutes before the 

speech was to begin, the line of ticket 
holders almost bridged the distance 
between the two churches bearing 
Robert E. Lee’s name. Simulcast loca-

*  tions were set up in buildings around 
the W&L campus, and people scat
tered to find seats there when the 
chapel filled.

g Angelou came with a price tag of 
$27,000 for an hour’s speech, and most 
who watched claimed that Contact and 
its co-sponsors did not overpay.

“I thought that the sponsors made 
I H an incredible investment, but it was
\  worth every penny,” said senior
I Megan Davis. “I wish she could have
1  spoken for hours. The poetry just 
L flowed out of her.”

Angelou recited her own poems 
\  and favorites by other authors, told 
\ personal anecdotes, and encour- 
\ aged W&L students to continue de- 

jf i veloping themselves. Many stu
dents came away from the speech 
inspired.

“I had a chance to get an autograph 
and speak with her beforehand, and

* she was just great,” Minority Student 
Association President Brian Jamison 
said. “[During the speech] I felt so in
spired, because she kept talking about 
being a rainbow in the clouds, which 
to me meant that when things get bad, 
you keep going and pretty soon they 
turn around.”

Angelou’s speaker fee was paid by 
f  Contact, PRIDE, the MSA, the Office 

of the Dean of the College, and the 
Office of the President.

“It was really a no-brainer when we 
were asked to co-sponsor,” Jamison 
said. “With a limited budget it’s hard 
to do to get speakers like that here. So 
when we had the opportunity to co
operate with Contact, it was an easy 

H decision.”

Maya Angelou delivers speech to a packed Lee Chapel about rainbows in the clouds.

WLUR thefts continue
CD disappearances show Honor System not respected

B y  Heather McDonald 
S taff Writer

Chances are, if you listen to WLUR 
91.5, you have heard DJs say, “We 
don’t have the CD.” Some of this is 
because CDs are being stolen from the 
music library.

Senior Cliff Woolley, Chief Opera
tor/Engineer of WLUR, says that there 
is no record of how many CDs have 
been stolen.

“It’s pretty consistent from year to 
year,” Woolley said. “They’re usu
ally the really popular CDs. The new 
Black Crowes and Pearl Jam Live CDs 
were in the studio for only days. We 
went out and bought replacement CDs 
right away.” Usually, the music com
panies send free CDs to radio stations 
for airplay. WLUR does not have 
enough money to replace all the CDs 
that are stolen, Woolley said.

“It’s anybody’s guess who is steal

ing the CDs,” Woolley said. In order 
to prevent more of the popular new 
releasesfrom being stolen, WLUR has 
now taken drastic measures to keep 
the CDs out of the stacks.

“What we’re doing now is locking 
them down,” Professor Bob deMaria 
said, “ which kind of defeats the pur
pose of an Honor Code.” A few new 
releases, including the Black Crowes 
and Pearl Jam Live CDs, are now in a 
padlocked box within a locked room. 
These CDs have been recorded and 
encoded into MP3 format, loaded onto 
the computer within the studio, and 
then kept for future reference. These 
songs in MP3 format can then be 
played over the air like a CD or an al
bum in the radio station.

“It’s really ridiculous and a lot of 
work,” Woolley said. “But if it keeps 
the CDs from being stolen, I guess we 
have to.” Woolley says that in addition 
to making extra work for WLUR work

ers, the songs lose sound quality when 
changed from CD quality to MP3.

Despite signs forbidding “borrow
ing” CDs from the WLUR music library, 
Woolley says that warnings of Honor 
Violation charges have not deterred 
whoever is stealing the CDs. If he 
catches them, Woolley says, “I would 
send them straight to the EC. I have 
no hesitation in calling the EC into this. 
If it’s not W&L students, then I’d have 
to call the police, and I would press 
charges.”

DJ Jeffrey James is disappointed 
with the situation.

“It’s really sad that [this is happen
ing] at a school with an honor system 
that covers every aspect of our lives, 
from academics to walking into the 
bookstore,” James said. James has 
gone looking for a particular CD many 
times and found only an empty case 
and the CD gone for good.

“It’s really frustrating,” James said.
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Shenandoah sponsors 
cover art contest
Winning artist will receive $400 and have work 
published in the nationally-recognized magazine

SHENANDOAH

SHENANDOAH

» I

SHENANDOAH

B y  Tarah Grant 
E x e c u tiv e  E d ito r

Shenandoah, the Washington 
and Lee University Review, is look
ing for a piece of art, produced by 
a W&L undergraduate, to publish 
on the magazine’s cover.

Founded in 1950 by a group of 
undergraduates, Shenandoah pub
lishes a wide range of original po
etry, fictions and essays. Writers 
from around the world submit their 
work to Shenandoah with hopes 
of being selected for publication. 
Its editors have included well- 
known literary figures Tom Wolfe, 
James Boatwright and Dabney 
Stuart. Since Shenandoah's of
fices are located off the main cam
pus, though, many of today’s stu
dents do not know about it.

“I’ve been working to bring 
Shenandoah back into some local 
prominence, making its kinship to 
W&L more evident than our loca
tion and address might suggest,” 
R.T. Smith, Shenandoah's current 
editor, said. “This seemed one way 
to accomplish that aim.”

Shenandoah has not published 
any work by Washington and Lee 
students in more than a decade, al
though faculty submissions occa
sionally are accepted. A painting 
by Emeritus Professor of Art I- 
Hsiung Ju was selected for the Fall 
1997 cover.

The winner of the cover art con
test will be paid $400 for the cre
ation. “We’re just looking for one 
piece, but you never know,” Smith 
said. “If there are more than one 
that catch my fancy, I won’t forget 
them,”,.......

Students shouldsenda SlFdii or*'”1 
bring the original to the offices of 
Shenandoah, 2nd Floor, Trouba
dour Theater.

“The only advice I’d give is that 
a look at the past dozen or so is
sues would give some idea of my 
taste, which is generally represen
tational,” Smith said. “Also, a ver
tical composition fits our page best, 
allows us to present the image 
larger.”

The contest will be judged by 
the editors of Shenandoah. If no 
entry is deemed appropriate to 
serve as a cover for the journal, a 
non-purchase prize of $ 100 will be 
awarded.

Shenandoah Editor R.T. 
Smith suggests that 
students look at the covers 
of old issues for inspiration.

E -m ail G e n e ra l N otes to phi@ w lu.edu

Writing Center tutors 
available to give help

The Writing Center in Payne Hall is 
open 8 p.m. to 10 p.m. Sunday through 
Thursday. It is staffed with trained tu
tors who can assist students with any 
college writing task, from papers and 
lab reports to resumes and application 
essays.

Students who want to meet with a 
tutor should Sign-up in advance for 
an appointment. The appointment 
sheet is hanging on the wall next to 
the Writing Center office.

Applications for Oxford 
program are due soon

Washington and Lee is one of six 
area schools that sponsor a summer 
program at St. Anne's College, Oxford, 
England. The Virginia Program at Ox
ford uses the English tutorial system 
to study the literature and history of 
Tudor-Stuart England.

Dates are July 5 to Aug. 14, 1999. 
Application deadline is March 1,1999. 
There is some scholarship aid avail
able. See Professor Pamela Simpson 
in the art department for more infor
mation.

Generalprobe presents 
German plays in Lenfest

Generalprobe, a German theater 
group of Washington and Lee German 
students and faculty, will perform three 
one-act comedies by 16th century poet

SUCCESS.
GET AN EDGE ON COLLEGE EXPENSES.

The Army can help you get an edge 
on college expenses in just two years.

When you enlist and qualify for a 
certain skill, you could become eligible 
for the Montgomery GI Bill plus the 
Army College Fund. That means you 
could earn $26,500 for college with 
a two-year enlistment

And the Army will give you 
another edge, too. You’ll develop 
the self-discipline, self-confidence and maturity you’ll 
need to succeed in college.

Find out more about how you can get $26,500 for 
college in just two short years. Call your local Army 
Recruiter for more information today.

703-886-2651

A R M Y  

B E  A L L  Y O U  C A N  b e :
www.goarmy.com

and dramatist Hans Sachs in the Keller 
Theater, Lenfest Center at 8 p.m. 
Thursday and Friday.

The comedies will be performed in 
German, with a detailed English syn
opsis provided in the program. Admis
sion is free.

Hans Sachs was the most prolific 
and well-known poet of his day—a fa
mous Meistersinger later featured in 
Wagner's Opera “Die Meistersinger 
von Nuernberg.” Best known today 
are his carnival comedies, of which 
Generalprobe features three: 
“Eulenspiegel with the Blind Men,” 
“The Hot Iron” and “The Devil took 
an Old Woman for a Wife.” Also fea
tured will be a “Meistersinger” con
test judged by the audience.

W&L celebrates 250th 
with postcard

The U. S. Postal Service will honor 
Washington and Lee’s 250* anniver
sary with a ceremony for the first day 
of issue of a stamped card bearing a 
photograph of the University’s Col
onnade. The ceremony takes place on 
Thursday, Feb. 11 at 2 p.m. in Lee 
Chapel.

“The Historic Preservation series 
of stamped cards provides a unique 
way of saluting America's finest 
schools, museums and other institu
tions on their important anniversaries 
by featuring a building which is on 
the National Register of Historic Land
marks,” said Frank Thomas, market
ing specialist of the stamp department 
of the U.S. Postal Service.

The W&L Colonnade appeared 
earlier on a postage stamp in 1949 in 
honor of the University's bicentennial, 
the last time the Postal Service used a 
university on a stamp.

In the Feb. 11 ceremony, Larry 
Creamer, the postmaster of Lexington, 
will preside and the Virginia Military 
Institute color guard will perform. The 
program also includes remarks by 
George Washington, portrayed by 
William Sommerfield, and the dedica
tion of the card by Henry Pankey, vice 
president for area operations of the 
Postal Service’s mid-Atlantic region.

Designed by Derry Noyes of 
Washington, the 20-cent stamped 
card will be available at the ceremony, 
and members of the presiding party 
will autograph it after the ceremony.

I
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The Ring-tum  Phi is 
currently accepting 
applications for all 
positions. The new staff 
will take over production 
of the newspaper at the 
beginning of Spring 
Term.

Students interested in 
serving on the 1999-2000 
staff should submit their 
résumé and cover letter 
to The Ring-tum  Phi 
mailbox in the University 
Center by March 15.

-:<5ï ONLINE EDITOR NEEDED IMMEDIATELY 
We need a student to put The Ring-tum Phi online 
bach week. No html experience necessary. E-mail 
phi@wlu.edu if you are interested in the position.

jam m er

C jm pfoym eniO pportunities?

Summer Jobs at Washington and Lee University

Counselors for Summer Scholars
June 30-July 31,1999
Summer Scholars is a four-week academic program 

for 150 rising high school seniors. Counselors serve 
as resident advisors for 10 students in Graham-Lees 
dormitory and plan evening and weekend activities. 
Application deadline is Feb. 24,1999.

Special Programs Resident Assistants
June 15-Aug. 3,1999
The Office of Special Programs employs 5 W&L 

students to serve as Resident Assistants for a wide 
variety of Special Programs including Alumni Colleges, 
Elderhostel, and adult conferences. Duties include 
housekeeping, attending all meals with guests, bar 
receptions, and shuttle driving. An outgoing person
ality is a must. Application deadline is March 31,1999.

For more information, please contact the Office of 
Special Programs, Howard House, 463-8723.

CALL THE REST THEN CALL THE BEST!

U SA  S P R IN G  B R E A K

PANAMA CITY
CALL FOR ODR BEST PBICE 6UARANTEE!

JOIN US FOR THE WILDEST 
PARTIES ON THE PLANET!

EAT & DRINK FOR FREE! *
ALL TRIPS INCLUDE:

ROUNDTRIP AIR* 7 NIGHTS HOTEL
ROUNDTRIP TRANSFERS* HOTEL TAXES
STAFF ASSISTANCE USA PARTY PACKAGE
•Coitobean packages only. **CaB tor details.

1 -8 8 8 -7 7 7 -4 6 4 2
www.usaspringbreak.com .

Academic Couple seeks:

E G G  D O N O R
for clinic in VA/NC region: Cau
casian woman, 21-30, nonsmoker, 
college degree or higher, solid 
SA T  scores, at least 5 ’ 8” , lean1 
athletic build, dark complexion/ 
hair, even-featured face, excellent 
health/teeth/skin/eyesight. Right 
candidate will be well-compen
sated and asked to provide pho
tos. Please send letter along with 
background, education, and mo
tivation for doing this to: POB 
425545, Cambridge, M A 02142. 
A ll serious replies answered.

540- 463-7371
Parents’Discount 

Newly Renovated 

Free HBO with Remote 

No Smoking Rooms 

Free Continental Breakfast

L X X I X O T O X  S C H O O L  O f  X A I C E

F A N C Y  D R E S S  
S W I M f i  D A N C E  

L E S S O N S

L e x in g t o n  S c h o o l  o f  D a n c e  
S h e r r i  L u d t ,  D ir e c t o r  

1 4  E .  N e ls o n  S t r e e t  
4 6 3 -7 6 6 2

C l a s s e s  b e g in  F e b . 7 
5 : 3 0 - 6 :3 0  p .m .

Ä S t  fEB 02 1999
LEXINGTON, VA 24450

*
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mailto:phi@wlu.edu
http://www.usaspringbreak.com
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Come cheer for W&L athletics In the  Shadow of the Chapel
Let’s give it up for the men’s and 

women’s basketball teams here at 
Washington and Lee.

These Generals are awesome, and 
it's a shame that so little support is 
given to them. After attending a few 
games, I became hooked. There is so 
much excitement and energy in 
Warner Center, I just have to go to 
their games.

These athletes are managing ath
letics and academics and are doing a

II

a-
Let’ s all take a few 

minutes out o f our 
evenings to give a little 
much-needed support 

to our Generals.

V

dam good job at it. I have a hard time 
finishing my homework and I don’t 
have practice every day! How do they 
do it? The team’s ex
citement just fills the 
gym and it gets every
body into the spirit.
When I see people 
standing for the W&L 
Swing, I just can’t 
keep myself from smil
ing. The leadership given by some of 
the older players warms my heart. If 
I could only be a part of it.

Professors, deans, Lexingtonians, 
and students come together to give 
the support that the Generals de
serve. If only we could fill the gym 
for all the games and help pump up 
our teams!

One of the most exciting parts of 
the game has to be the halftime shoot 
out. Mr. Bitz randomly selects 3 tick-

N o t- S o -D e e p  

T h o u g h t sy  I  JP
^ “■̂ “Carly Blakelock ’01

ets and the ticket holders compete in 
a 30-second shoot out. The winner 
gets a free Domino's pizza. How much 

better can it get? The 
music, typical arena 
rock, gets all fans into 
the mood. You can 
even catch a few fu
ture Generals dancing 

___________  on the sidelines.
I'm writing this in 

the hopes that more Generals will give 
their support to all General athletes. 
They have skill, spirit and spunk, but 
something is missing when only a 
handful of supporters show up. The 
men’s next home game is today at 7:30 
and the women's next home game is 
tomorrow at 7 p.m.

Let's all take a few minutes out of 
our evenings to give a little much- 
needed support to our Generals. See 
you there!

by Erica Prosser
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I am a mathematics major and damn proud of it
Let me just begin this week with a discussion of how 

cool the math department is. Sure, math is frequently 
the target of student hatred, but if you can get over the 
initial phobia of Robinson you will soon 
realize the true majesty of the depart
ment. It is a small department with only 
seven professors and roughly 20 jun
ior and senior majors. Despite this ap
parent small size, almost every student 
passes through this beloved department to fulfill the 
dreaded gen-eds.

Regardless of your major, you have the opportunity to 
experience the true caring nature of the mathematics pro
fessors. Each one adds some unique qualities to the fac
ulty as a whole. Each of these men, all brilliant in his own 
right, has given something to the student body. My expe
riences have been remarkable to say the least. Upon en
tering this institution, the thought of majoring in math

never crossed my mind. Math was only for geeks who 
never left the library and laughed at math jokes. But since 
my arrival, I have come to the realization that this is far 

from the truth. (And for the record, I 
; | think that most people think math jokes

”v JU S t P la in  R ig h t  are funny, they are just afraid to admit 
E IF T D it.) Anyway, the professors are so amaz-
!••■_*# ow an ing. i ’ll share a little known fact: the

math professors are in the most over
worked department. You would never know that these 
men have more students than most other faculty mem
bers because they give so much of their time to their 
students. Walk through Robinson Hall sometime and 
you will see all the office doors open and usually a few 
students in discussing this week’s homework. All the 
brochures claimed that this was the case in every de
partment at Washington and Lee, but my experience 
has proven otherwise. I feel genuinely welcome in ev-

m
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ery math professor’s office. Believe it or not, this is one 
of the biggest assets of the department. Granted I have 
only had three math professors, but 
these three men have really left their 
made.

I know I’ll get some math dork com
ments for this article, but I think some
one needs to stand up and say this 
stuff. Math really can be fun, ask any
one who took Math 195 last spring term 
with Dr. Dresden (advisor 
extraordinaire). It was a phenomenal
class and I recommend it to everyone. ____________
Cryptography and Number Theory
was the name, you may want to mark
your schedules today. That class was one more thing that
drove me to declare mathematics as my major. I have not

ten to know so many other fellow math students. A bonji 
exists between us that sure doesn’t appear to be preserit 

in other departments. 
_____________  Although math is not for every

one, I would suggest that everyone 
take a second look at the white cata;- 
log and maybe consider taking a 
class beyond what is required, ft 
could change your life. Maybe you 
could just start out with an afternoon 
lecture. The math department is in 
the process of hiring some new 
teachers and there are two speakers 
this week: today, Monday at 3 p.m. 
and Thursday at 4 p.m. I hope to sep 

you all there. And one last goodbye to Prof. Dresden, 
Prof. McRae, Prof. Vinson, Prof. Evans, Prof. Johnson,

And for the record 
I think most people 
think math jokes are 
funny, they are just 
afraid to admit it.

regretted that decision once, especially since I have got- Prof. Bourdon, and Prof. Dymacek!!

Annual subsription rate: $30
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Proposal to revise sexual 
assault policy

 FI—I------

In addition to the support from B&G and W&L Secu
rity, many volunteers must]be$iinked, for without them 
there is no contest and allot rof hungry mouths would go 
unfed. The judges: PgollSorDeLaneyiProfessor Charlan, 
Dean Dalhouse, CWiSh Barker, Neil Penickand Charles 
Leddy, ear plugi’in plac'efriu&in there until the midnight 

- hour. The Cable 2-crew covljjpl the event likea blanket jj 
with,four cameras, The biggest thanks, though, goes out 
to Wes Armstrong and Dan Grattarlfe'titSARAH chair and 
vice-chair.’ Give it up for Wes and DanCfoeytopk a good 
event and made it better. They surrounded th&nselves with 
a strong committee: Alex Gontcharov, Dave Levinson, 
Carolyn Lee and John Jensen who gave thelr^anbSLted, 
energy. :

A special thanks goes to Mikel Parker and Chris Browft' 
. of IFC and allthe fraternity presidents. In light of an unfor-S 
tunate incident at last gear’s event a direct appeal was

To the W&L Community,
Several members of the Washington and Lee com

munity recently received an anonymous letter which 
described the effects of a rape and other cohsequences 
of sexual assault at Washington and Lee. We empa
thize with the writer and understand the pain and frus
tration that can result from such an incident. It was not 
clear in the letter if the writer had filed a complaint made to IFC in regard to this year’s contest. The IFC made
against her attacker. If not, we urge her to do so either a commitment to SARAH and they delivered big time! This
with the Lexington Police and/or within the Washing- was no easy challenge for the IFC but they came through
ton and Lee community through Anece McCloud. and we are grateful for their support and strong show of

As announced last week, the Student Affairs.Com- leadership,. ^

. hot their definition, but one that is the accepted one to ; 
use in such cases. Maybe the learned author of this . 
article can come up with a better definition than the • 
¿United States Supreme Court and our Federal Rules of : 
Evidence. But I doubt that. Pyke and his partners . 

i handled the case ethically and professionally. Further- - 
¿more, had Mr. Clinton not perjured himself, the Jones’ |  
‘ attorneys’would hâve been able to establish a pattern I 
of behavior that would have been sufficient evidence : 
to find Clinton liable to Paul a Jones for the tort of sexual : 

? harassment. It is extremely hard to win a sexual harass- ; 
toent case if a witness lies (which IS what Clinton ; 

* d id . . .  do not buy that "legally accurate" fallacy), but ' 
¿¿if an attorney could do it, then I guarantee that Pyke - 
S,would be the one to win it.

«firent Walker’01 .
JBW&t |  5 Î.S? , K „M ' i  . Î

Alum responds to Senior 
Exit Survey

mittee will begin a review of the University Policy on 
Sexual Misconduct in February. The review will ad- /  
dress several of the issues raised in the letter including 
ap. assessment of the Student-Faculty Hearing Board 

,L-procedures, sexual assault education programs, train- 
P ’ing programs for advocates, and support systems. In 

the first stage of the review, SAG will invite individuals 
i who have been involved in the process in the past, 

including chairs of SFHB, students, counselors and 
5  medical support personnel, security, and the Univer

sity mediator to SAC meetings, 
flh  the second stage, there will be opportunities for 

$ ¿input from the entire Washington and Lee University 1 
community through several focus groups dealing with 
specific issues of concern. The goal is to develop a 
sexual*misconduct program that is responsive to stu
dent needs, compatible with legal and government re
quirements, clear and understandable, and effective. 1 
The goal of SAC is to have a final proposal ready to 
present to the faculty before the end of the 1998-99 
academic year. If approved, the new policy and proce
dures would be implemented beginning the Fall Term 
1999.

We will welcome your advice on how best to ad
dress fhis difficult and troubling issue.

And finallj/Vthank you to all the acts who participated 
and spectators who attended the event. It truly was a great 
evening of entertainment, it was a hoot (you gotta love the 
house mothers, dressed in their jammies, rockin’ to “Tossin’ 
and Turnin’ All Njght”)! Video tapes of the show will go, 
on sale at the end of the month with alt proceeds going to 
thè purchase of even morefoqd for the.hi

Sincerely,
Jerty Darrell 
SÀRÀH Advisor.

¡¡¡¡¡i

|¡¡jj
Wm m m■ ■ I

Barbara J. Brown, Chair, Student- 
Faculty Hearing Board 

David L. Howison, Dean of Students 
Anece F. McCloud, University Mediator
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Lip sync makes huge step 
against hunger

Dear Editor,
The 13th Annual SARAH (W&L Student Against 

Rockbridge Area Hunger) lip sync contest is history, 
the most successful even to date. Thirty-four acts and 
632 paid admissions raised $4400. Perennial contest 
winner Chi O did it again with their rendition of the 
Village People’s “Macho Man.” Proceeds from the con
test will purchase more than four this of food for the 
local food pantry (more about this later in the term).

Student critiques Phi editorial
|jjjj *

To whom it may concern:
I am writing this letter in response to an op/ed article 

regarding the impeachment p f Mr. Clinton in the January 
25/1999 edition of The Ring-Tum Phi by Ms. Hollister 
Hoyey. The impetus,for my writingis Ms. Hovey’s char
acterization of Paula Jones’ attorneys. 4 |
. First, I want to ask that before Ms. Hovey makes any 
blanket assertions that call into question the competence 
of individuals that she first research therveracity of her 
claims before she prints them. Obviously Ms. Hovey does 
riot possess a working knowledge of the Jones case, Jones’ 
lawyers, or the legal system jn general as evident by her 
comments. Ms. Hovey had the audacity to call Ms. Jones’ 
attorneys "not quite that bright’,

One of Ms. Jones’s attorneys, a partner in the law firm 
Of Rader, Campbell, Fisher and Pyke that represented Paula; 
Jones in her lawsuit against Mr. Clinton, is a close family 
friend of mine. David Pyke was my mother’s Moot Court 
partner in law school at SMU, and he has continued to be 
a close friend and associate of my mother to this day.
.. Ask anyone who. knows Pyke or any of his partners, 
and you will be told what brilliant legal minds they are. 
But* I can’t expect Ms. Hovey to know Mr. Pyke and his 
partners at his firm h®>allas. Still, she should NOT dis
miss them as being ’notvery .bright" based solely on her 
view of their handlirtgbf tffcase. The definition that Ms. 
Hovey condemn&jvas not aYigment of the. minds of the 
Jones’ attorneys. It wal-the accepted definition of sexual 
relations taken directlyfrom FederafRqle of Evidence 413, 
which, coincidently, Mr. Clinton sigt^Nqto law. It was 

__________________ ’’«few*

Dear Editor,
i I participated in tte&enior Exit Survey conducted. 

at the end of the 19$F|Êhool year by the Institu-J 
tional Effectiveness Committee. I recently received ! 
a copy of their report in the mail and am dismayed by} 
the results. .

When I took the survey, I refused to answer most!- 
questions and included a lengthy comment at the* 
end of the survey stating that I believed that thé ; 
questions asked about the Honor System were com- ; 
pletely mapîpropriate, and that the Committee had 

. shirked its responsibility and jeopardized the rmp ; 
sion of the Committee by abandoning questions it ! 
has asked year after year about student life, allow- ■ 
ing an aggregation of data over time which points ; 
up persistent problems, as well as charting progress • 
made.
. I was disappointed to see that in the current re
port, my responses were thrown out or ignored,

> my comments were not published, and the résuit I 
predicted has come true: by-asking the questions 
they did, the Committee has produced a worth
less document attacking stiidehts who attempted 
to answer honestl^knd interpolating their re
sponses to produce a result the Committee antici
pated and wanted, namely, Honor System "prob
lems" whicif^nerit immediate "action" if  the fac

u lty  isjo-cohtinue to support the System.
Despite my personal respect for the members of the 

Committée and the authors of the report, I amdisheart
ened by the Committee's decision to shirk its vital re- 

P  sponsibilities in order to play politico

Alex Christensen ’98

Alum appreciates online Phi
Phi staff:

I was one of those e-mailers wondering where the 
online Phi was. Good luck getting some help, but in the 
interim, THANK YOU for keeping hs old timers current. 
It is greatly appreciated!!

Homer Bliss’81

mailto:phi@wlu.edu
mailto:phi@wlu.edu
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Exploring diversity at Washington and Lee
Black History Month, opportunity to examine role of Washington and Lee9s black students, past, present and future

By Elianna Marziani 
S t a f f  W rite r

February is Black History Month across America. What 
does that mean at Washington and Lee? It means explor
ing some o f our own black history and looking to the 
future o f multicultural attitudes on this campus.

W h a t  H a s  G o n e  B e f o r e

In 1795, Wasington and Lee University, then Liberty 
Hall Academy, enrolled its first black student, John Chavis. 
Chavis had been recruited by local Presbyterians to help 
evangelize to the black community.

'The next black students did not arrive at W&L until 
1942, when the U.S. government’s School for Special Ser
vices moved from Fort Meade to W&L. Black cadets were 
among the 1200 cadets to go through this program during 
the course of two years.

At about the same time, the civil rights issue became a 
major force in national poli
tics. The debate began to 
come to a head, both in Vir
ginia and in the United 
States in general.

In 1950, The University 
of Virginia admitted its first 
black law student, and The 
College of William and Mary 
followed in 1951 when it ad
mitted its first two black law 
students. Nationally, 1954 
marked the landmark Su
preme Court case Brown v.
Board o f Education o f To
peka, in which the court 
ruled that “separate but 
equal” facilities were a con
tradiction in themselves and 
that schools needed to be
come desegregated. Some
groups were resistant to the changes this case brought, 
but other groups were more welcoming of change.

Some faculty members at Washington and Lee, for ex
ample, were ready for it.

“Starting in the 1960s, the faculty started clamoring for 
desegregation,” Ted DeLaney, W&L history professor and 
the only black undergraduate professor on campus, said.

Because of faculty pressure to debate the issue, the 
Board of Trustees held a special discussion about deseg
regation, after which it proclaimed that the school charter 
said nothing about discrimination.

The Board decided that since W&L had no discrimina
tion policy, it should be entirely the prerogative of the admis
sions office to admit black students. As DeLaney said, there 
had been only “segregation by custom at W&L.”

This custom ended in 1966 when Dennis Haston, the 
only black undergraduate applicant that year, was accepted 
to W&L. He attended W&L for one year before transfer
ring to a different college. The first undergraduate stu
dents to receive degrees from W&L came in 1972 with the 
graduation of Walter Blake and Carl Smothers.

"

In 1966 black law school applicant Leslie Smith enrolled, and 
in 1969, he became the first black law graduate from W&L.

Since then, black students have become an integral part 
of W&L. While there are still relatively few black students 
at W&L, the ones who are here are active participants in 
campus social and academic life. In 1991, Willard Dumas 
became the first black student body president, and in 1998, 
Mikel Parker was elected the first black IFC president. Other 
black students have become an important part of all sorts 
of academic groups, clubs, sports, fraternities and sorori
ties in the W&L community.

P r o f e s s o r  D e L a n e y ’s  E x p e r ie n c e

As an example of the changes that have happened at W&L in 
the last few decades, DeLaney offered his own perspectives as 
an African-American man who is a native of Lexington and has 
also been involved with W&L since his teenage years.

DeLaney first became involved with Washington and 
Lee back when it was still segregated. He was what he

called “a poor kid who 
needed a job,” and in Au
gust 1963 he followed the 
footsteps of many members 
of the black community in 
Lexington by taking a job 

|  with the Buildings and 
Grounds staff. A year later 
he became a biology lab 
technician, a job that he 
held for 19 years.

During the last four 
years he served as a lab 
technician, he took advan
tage of a fringe benefit 
granted to employees by 
taking one course each term 
for credit. In 1983, DeLaney 
quit his job and became a 
full-time student, getting 
his degree from W&L in 

1985. He then taught at a prep school in North Carolina, 
received a graduate degree from The College of William and 
Mary, worked in a teaching fellowship for a couple of years, 
wrote his dissertation and found himself back at Washing
ton and Lee in 1995, this time as a history professor..

DeLaney’s role as staff member, student and professor 
gives him a unique viewpoint of the life of black students at 
W&L, past and present. He sees black students as positive 
contributors to campus life, and one of his major concerns is 
the small number of black students on campus. The current 
ratio is one black student for every 31 white students.

This is an example of what DeLaney sees as a trend across 
America, that “colleges are becoming more segregated.”

Part of the reason for this, he believes, is that colleges, includ
ing W&L, are not working hard enough to recruit black students.

“Americans need to work harder to give the values of the 
importance of higher education to blacks in elementary 
and secondary school so that these students will continue 
their education,” DeLaney said.

He believes it would be easier to recruit black students if 
they were given black role models in the faculty. A greater

File Photo

Dean Anece McCloud helps to promote racial 
diversity and understanding on campus.

Theater department 
shows ‘Eccentricities’

I

Photo courtesy o f  Susan Wager

TW Leshner ’99, Shelley Adams ’99, Howard Sanborn ’01, Julieann 
Ulin ’01 and Rachel Welch ’02 rehearse their lines for ‘The 
Eccentricities of A Nightingale,’ Tennessee Williams’ emotional 
and eerie tale of two lovers trapped by their societal positions.

by Ginger Phillips 
F e a tu re s  e d ito r

The Washington and Lee theater 
department will present its first pro
duction of Tennessee Williams’ play 
‘The Eccentricities of A Nightingale’ 
this Friday at 8 p.m.

The protagonist, Alma Winemiller, 
is a woman who is just a little different 
from everyone else. She is desparately 
in love with John, a man who is so
cially out of her league.

“John sees that Alma is something 
special, but he has his own familial 
obligations and has to marry into high

society,” sophomore Julieann Ulin, who 
plays one of the town eccentrics, said.

The action takes place one sum
mer when Alma attempts to outlive the 
madness in her family by searching 
for love with John.

“This is one of Williams’ least- 
known plays, and it presents a differ- 
eint way of looking at his work,” Ulin 
said. “Anyone can see ‘A Streetcar 
Named Desire’ or ‘The Glass Menag
erie,’ but this play offers a new twist 
to a universal theme.”

‘Eccentricities’ will be performed in the 
Johnson Theatre, and additional play 
dates include Feb. 6, 8,9 and 10, at 8 p.m.

. ' . i f i  I

W & L honors 
black students
I Washington andl.ec I>’mve 

sity will celebrate 30 years 
black student'reprdsentation or 
campus with a special weekend 
celebration from Feb. 5-7. / ?

Ihe program is being spo 
sored b>| the;Mmpri$ Etude.

• Association (MSA) and will hi 
light die contributions made 
hlack and other ethnic tninority 
dents over die last three 
~ Atleast 30 alumni are

tq> participate with current stu 
in the program, which aims to 
videfl jposifiiSC educational and 
tertaining weekend.

“We’re trying to establish 
relationship between the under
graduate students and th'*'- 
alumni^Briari Jamison, seni 

r> to^M SA presiifcht^ sa id .| 
hope that establishing a wo 
ing network withtheahimni wi

* aid .in such things as job.pla 
>. mejft.tand receiy ingadvtcel”

“I’m really excited about 
wwkend,’Vqduritiey*)?^^’ 
said. “It’s the first time in m, 
tenure that we’ve had this type 

. of evenf on a UniyerSity-wide *„ 
level.” v '. V . " ' ^

update on futdre plans for W&L 
with University administrators, T 
along with numerous social 
events. Entertainment includes 
the Black History Jazz Caberet 
apd the.Ol’Schonl Party, a DJ 
party at the Pavilion this Satur
day. The fun begins at 11 p.m-. 
for the entire Student body.

-compiledfrom staff reports

ff§

number of black faculty members, therefore, is an important 
change that needs to be made at W&L in the future if the 
University is to continue to grow and improve itself.

The biggest problem that DeLaney sees, however, is 
the lack of understanding between races. He is concerned 
about the “segregation within integrated colleges that ex
ists throughout the nation.”

“The self-segregation [on the part of both blacks and 
whites] is really sad,” he said. “It will 
take individual attempts on the part of 
all the students to make sure they 
make the campus into more of a com
munity.”

Both black and white students have 
the same role on campus — to “work 
hard and to get a good education.”

DeLaney said that creating a com
munity in which all students can 
peacefully and happily pursue that end 
should be our primary goal.

S t u d e n t  P e r s p e c t iv e s

Tami Olubunmi, a black freshman, 
spoke about the experiences she has had 
at W&L. As a high school student, she 
met Courtney Penn from the Admissions 
Office at a college fair for talented minority 
students and learned more about W&L.
Olubunmi said that the gorgeous campus, 
friendly people and financial aid brought 
her to W&L, and die loves it here.

She has pledged a sorority, has a busy schedule and is 
having fun. She does not see race as a major issue in her 
own experience. While admitting that different students 
may have different experiences, she said, “I’m used to hang
ing out with different types of people and I really don’t 
care what they look like.”

Olubunmi said that she has not experienced any racism 
at W&L and hates it when “people play the race card” and 
blame problems on their race. She expressed her belief in 
the possibility for black students to have just as “normal” 
a life, socially and academically, as white students.

Other students believe that a racial problem does exist 
on the W&L campus.

“I think that race is a serious problem here,” senior 
Shanntonnette Wade said. “People try to sugarcoat the 
situation or pretend that it doesn’t exist at all.”

Wade believes that people tend to ignore opportunities 
to discuss the problem of minority students at W&L.

“When panels or discussion groups are held, the same 
small group of people shows up,” she said. “Too many 
people are disinterested and try to keep it all under wraps. 
We need more people to make a real effort to solve the 
racial problem on campus.”

Wade also thinks that the University could attract more 
black students if a greater variety of social activities for 
black students was provided.

“When prospectives come to visit W&L, the first thing 
they ask about is what we do on the weekends,” Wade 
said. “For black students, the social aspects of the school are 
pretty limited because we don’t have the opportunity to join

Photo courtesy o f  Tami Olubunmi

Freshman Tami Olubunmi has 
had no trouble being happy as 
a black student at W&L.

black sororities or fraternities and to participate in many other 
activities that are provided to our counterparts at other colleges.” 

With the ratio of black to white students at W&L being so 
small, the experience of the black undergraduate is defi
nitely a unique one.

“My experience here has really caused me to come out of my 
shell and to approach people and situations in a different way,” 
Wade noted.

“It’s easy for a black student to miss 
out on a lot because he might feel more 
intimidated here. Because of this fact, 
I’ve learned that if I can make it here, I 
can make it anywhere.”

D e a n  M c C l o u d ’ s  T a k e  o n  

R a c is m  a t  W & L

Anece McCloud, Associate Dean of 
Students and a specialist in minority 
student affairs and diversity, agrees with 
DeLaney. She believes that although 
there used to be a definite, strong ten
sion between many black and white stu
dents, it has greatly decreased recently.

“When I first arrived at W&L in 1985, 
my impression was that the black students 
were much more in the periphery of cam
pus life than they are now,” McCloud said. 
“Now we have seen black students in po
sitions of leadership.”

She sees this as a positive trend. 
“Racism is a fact of life and exists in some forms even at 

W&L,” she said, adding, “but it’s on both sides.”
She believes that the problems between races mainly 

stem not from malicious intent or malignant racism, how
ever, but rather from “really not knowing each other and 
being sort of afraid to meet and talk with other students.” 

Students coming from different ethnic or socio-economic 
backgrounds merely do not know how to relate to each other, 
and this is the problem that must be fixed on the W&L campus.

In order to get these students who are ignorant of each 
other’s pasts to meet and get to know each other, several 
student organizations were formed in recent years.

Programming for the Respect of Individuals and Diver
sity in Education (PRIDE) is, as McCloud put it, “a project 
that would improve campus life through diversity.”

The Minority Student Association (MSA; formerly the 
Student Association for Black Unity) was set up to “bring 
about an understanding and an appreciation for persons 
of different backgrounds . ”

This group brings minorities and other students together 
in special activities, believing that “through understand
ing and the willingness to communicate with each other, 
we’re more likely to communicate with each other.”

McCloud said, “Once students get to know that person [of a 
different background], they understand and appreciate him.” 

She feels that all the students at W&L have unique 
characteristics and special backgrounds, and that all stu
dents will come out of college with a better experience if 
they will make an effort to get to know one other, see past 
the differences and grow together.

That’s good advice.

Eels make waves with hit
B y  Matt LaMotte

Music R eview er

The late 1990s have brought about a revolution in 
popular music. The divisions between rock, pop, hip- 
hop, alternative and electrónica have given way to a 
general interest in combining every instrument and 
every sound available in an effort to create textured 
fields of music that draw from almost every imagin
able source.

Few bands have succeeded at this compositional medium 
as well as eels.

Eels scored a modem rock hit in 1996 with “Novacaine for 
the Soul,” a trippy, catchy single with an even trippier video. 
All of the musical conventions from their earlier work appear 
on their second album, “Electro-Shock Blues,” a unconven
tionally delicious pop masterpiece.

Eels’ trademark drum samples, sleepy guitar lines, wist
ful vocals and ir
reverent lyricism , ■ g
are now accompa
nied by a host of 
new unconven
tional touches.

The first single,
“Last Stop: This 
Town,” begins 
with what sounds 
like a pleasant toy 
keyboard melody 
accompánied by 
lead singer E’s 
breathy vocals.
As the song 
builds, electric 
guitars, samples 
drums, back
ground singers 
and eventually a 
record-scratching groove enter the mix.

Instruments enter and exit randomly, almost anony
mously, resulting in a patchwork of rhythm and melody 
that takes the listener through musical colors and tex
tures that fascinate and delight. “My Descent Into Mad
ness” incorporates sleigh bells with a jazzy bass line

Photo courtesy o f  Dreamworks

Eels provides listeners with a musical ' 
style that runs the gamut of emotions on 
its new release Electro-Shock Blues.

with an or
gan before 
yielding en
tirely to E’s 
voice ac
com panied 
by drums 
and a string 
section that 
brings to 
mind a holi
day cocktail 
party, which 
is joined
again by the familiar organ progression.

Sadness is a major theme of the album, most evident in 
E’s lyrics. In the last year, E has experienced the death of 
several family members, including his mother.

Song titles like “Going to Your Funeral,” 
“Cancer for the Cure” and “The Medication is 
Wearing Off,” accompanied by album artwork 
that includes a cartoon gravestone that reads 
“Everything is Changing,” definitely reflect E’s 
sense of loss and confusion.

The underlying concept in his words isn’t his 
sadness, however, but rather his reflections 
throughout his ongoing search for happiness. 
Even though the album begins with “waking up is 
so much harder/when you want to die,” it doesn’t 
linger in depression for long.

When he sings on the title track, “take me in 
your warm embrace /1 am trying...,” you know 
he is tryin'g, and the general warmth of the mu
sic makes for a compelling moment.

By the last song on the album, “P.S. You Rock 
My World,” E has come to a completely healthy 
and remarkable epiphany. “1 was at a funeral the 
day 1 realized / 1 wanted to spend my life with you,” . 
he sings, before concluding the album with “maybe 

it’s time to live.”
Eels have been compared to Beck and Radiohead, but 

(and on the planet that comes

■ *

;
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in truth, there isn’t another band on the plani 
close to their sound.

“Electro-Shock Blues” is a modern masterpiece and ex
emplifies a fantastic new direction of popular music.
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Men’s
swimming 
floats, 
•women
.sink

B y  Steele 
Cooper

* S taff Writer

F e b r u a r y  1 , 1999

Saturday, the Washington 
and Lee men’s and women’s swim 
teams faced off against Mary 

* Washington in the final regular sea
son meet in the Warner Center of the 
year. The men took the win from MWC 
by a 109-73 margin to up their record 

j>to 7-5. The women fell to Mary Wash
ington with a score of 117-68 to fell to 9- 
6 on the year.

Sophomore Colin Hayes placed first 
in three events to lock in the win for the 

^Generals. Hayes won the 200 free 
(1:49.80), the 100 fly (53.57), and the '
500 free (5:06.45), in the redeeming 
victory over Mary Washington.

Ij, “We lost this one against Mary 
Washington last year on the very 
last event,” Hayes said. “Everyone 
swam really well on Saturday, so we 

i were really pumped to win.” 
i  Two swimmers each earning a pair of 
first place finishes also paced the Gener
als. Sophomore Mike Miraglia won the 
21)0 IM with a time of2:06.56 and the 100 wpw
bieast with a time of 1:04.74. Junior co- 
caytain Jared Fribush continued his im- . 
prelssive domination of the 50 free and 
100 free. Fribush once again crushed 
the field with respective times of49.54 and 22.19. 

w “We have all been swimming well, and now it’s time to 
look toward the bigger tough meets at Emory and Davidson. 
I think we’re in a good position and ready to do well,” Fribush 
said.

While the women may have lost Saturday’s match 
^against MWC, the day still had its bright spots.

Young talent was victorious alongside veteran wins for 
the Generals. Freshman Laura Ingoldsby won her 1000 free 
event with a time of 11:40.67. Senior captain Margaret Hoehl 
continued to bring in the wins. Hoehl won the 200 free 

*(2:00.09) andthe 100 fly (1:03.05).
Washington and Lee will next be in action Saturday, Feb. 

6 when the Generals travel to Atlanta to take on Emory.
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Men’s b-ball W o m e n  w i n  a g a i n

wins first game
B y  Brendan Harrington 

S taff  Writer

Freshman center Jessica Mentz sets school 
record as Washington and Lee women’s 
basketball team takes fourth in a row

Ipi

The Washington and 
Lee men’s basketball team 

[ grabbed their first victory of 
| 1999 with an 87-69 win over 

Guilford Saturday afternoon at 
the Warner Center.

The win snapped the Gen
erals’ nine-game losing streak 
and set new season highs in 
both total points and margin of 
victory.

“It feels good, it feels real 
good,” W&L head coach Kevin 
Moore said following the victory. 
“We needed to get a win just so 
we could feel good about what 
we’re doing.”

The Quakers (3-16, 2-12) 
dressed only seven players and 
were playing their second game in 
fewer than 24 hours. Guilford lost 
to Randolph-Macon 67-60 on Fri

day night before coming to Lexing
ton.

“Guilford was a little undermanned 
and it was definitely a disadvantage 
for them,” Moore said. “We wanted to 
work the tempo up because they only 
had seven guys.”

Junior forward Scott Hudson shot 
9-10 from the field and scored a career- 
high 21 to spearhead the winning ef
fort. Hudson met with the coaching 
staff the previous day to work on be
ing more aggressive on the offensive 
end. It paid off on Saturday afternoon.

“I went out with a different mental
ity that I was going to score and it just 
worked out,” Hudson said.

Junior center Rich Peterson scored 
17 points on 6-6 shooting from 

the field. Junior guard Matt 
Jackson had a big day off the 
bench for the Generals with 

15 points ip.only 12 minutes 
of play. Jackson was 6-7 from 

the field including 3-4 from behind the 
arc.

The Generals (4-13,3-8) shot 68% 
from the field in the second half and 
62% for the game. The combination of 
Jackson, Hudson and Peterson shot a 
near-perfect 21-23 (91%) from the field. 
The Generals also had a season-high 
21 assists and a season-low 11 turn
overs.

“We’re starting to play well to
gether, especially the big men inside,” 
Hudson said. “We were ready to play

sÊîfÊfëpLJ

<L>

w -
S / ,  03

t o d a y  
and we 
executed 
b e t t e r  
than 
t h 
past.”

T h e  
g a m e  
w e n t  
back and 
forth for 
most of 
the first 
half until 
W&L went 
on a 21-6 run that 
covered the last 3:52 
of the first half and 
the first 5:24 of the 
second half. The 
Generals never 
trailed in the sec
ond half,
o u t s c o r i n g  
Guilford48-37.

The Generals 
struggled from 
the free-throw 
line down the 
stretch, leaving the 
victory in question un
til the final minutes of the 
game. The Generals were 
only 13-24 (54%) from 
the charity stripe in the 
second half.

Sophomore forward 
Jon Evans led the 
Quakers with 15 
points. The Quakers 
shot only 41 % from the 
field for the game.

The Generals are now 
tied with Lynchburg for 
the final playoff spot in 
the ODAC tournament.
The Hornets upset 
Bridgewater 71 -68 in over
time on Saturday night.
The Generals host 
Bridgewater on Monday 
night and Virginia Wesleyan 
on Wednesday night.

“We have three more games 
at home in the next seven days 
and that’s a good springboard 
for us,” Hudson said. “From now 
on,’99 is our year.”

B y  Tod Williams
S taff  Writer

From the looks of things this week, 
women’s basketball at W&L is on the 
upswing. With two last-second wins 
and a record setting performance from 
freshman center Jessica Mentz, the 
Generals have a four-game winning 
streak, a new record for the program.

The week ended for the Lady Gen
erals with a 56-55 last-second win over 
Emoiy & Henry on Saturday in Emory, 
Va. On Thursday, W&L crushed 
Lynchburg 82-54, just after the Gener
als had narrowly edged Virginia 
Wesleyan 71-70 on Tuesday.

W&L’s victory over the Wasps 
came in dramatic fashion. With lead 
changes throughout the game, the 
outcome was sure to be down to the 
wire.

With fewer than four minutes re
maining, the Generals were down 53- 
47, but a 7-0 run by the Generals left 
them ahead 54-53, with only 35 sec
onds left. On E&H’s next trip down 
the floor, Erin Kyle sank a layup that 
put the Wasps up 55-54 with only 34 
seconds left to play.

But 34 seconds was enough time 
for W&L’s Mentz to go to work. She 
connected on a layup of her own, giv
ing the Generals a 56-55 lead, which 
they would take into the locker room.

Mentz lead the Generals, posting 17
points off an 8-for- 10 performance.
Fellow freshmen Sarah Schmidt and
Megan Babst added eight and
seven points, respectively, to the 

Generals’ cause.
The team’s lone senior, Chrissy 

Burghardt, only connected on one field 
goal, and was 2-for-2 from the line, but 
those four points put her just 10 away 
from .the 1,000 career points mark. 
Burghardt would be the first woman 
at W&L to break 1,000 points.

“I’m just ready to get it over with,” 
Burghardt said of the chase. “It’s not 
really on my mind, though. We’re play
ing really well now, so I just want to 
win.”

Although Thursday night’s game 
was a blowout, it was just as event
ful for the team, as well as some in
dividuals. The 82 points from the 
team is its highest total of the year. 
The win was Coach Terri Dadio 
Campbell’s 50th victory at W&L, but

the real story on the night was again 
Jessica Mentz.

Mentz set a new W&L record with 
her game-high 30 points, almost half 
of which came from her 12-for-17 per
formance from the charity stripe. She 
said the biggest factor in her scoring 
is how “the guards are looking to pass 
inside more than before, and that’s the 
only way I can score.”

Mentz attributed the team’s tre
mendous improvements in play 
throughout the season to a meeting 
the team held a couple weeks ago. 
“We had a practice where we just 
talked the whole time. We discussed 
where we’re going as a team, and since 
then, we’ve really come together. No 
one is playing as an individual any
more.”

Junior Jessica Morton added 10 for 
the Generals, while Burghardt netted 
nine points, but led the team with her 
12 boards. Lynchburg freshman Erika 
Smith led the Hornets with 16 points, 
and fellow freshman Joharri Bass 
scored eight, pulled down 10 re
bounds, and refused soup to the Gen
erals seven times.

On Tuesday night, W&L junior 
guard Ansley Miller connected on 
two clutch free throws with only 2.5 
ticks left on the clock, to give the Gen
erals the 71-70 win. Earlier Miller had 
nailed two free throws to give W&L a 
69-68 lead. The Generals jumped out 
to an early lead over the Marlins, but 
trailed 35-30 at halftime.

Miller topped the Generals’ scor
ing column with 20 points, nine of 
which came from the free-throw line. 
Mentz was again a huge contributor 
with her 16 points, and Burghardt 
added 15 points and nine boards.

Nancy Mattox led the Marlins in 
scoring, Fifteen of her 17 points came 
in her huge .second half.

The Generals (8-9, 7-6 ODAC) ' 
will host Randolph-M acon 
Women’s College at 7 p.m. on Tues
day at the Warner Center. In De
cember, RMWC defeated the Gen
erals 86-79. Burghardt said that loss 
came from a “rough game with a lot 
of fouls.” The Generals .had two 
players foul out, while RMWC lost 
three. A total of 56 fouls were 
called. But she said that with the 
freshmen stepping up as they are 
now, “we’ll make up for losing that 
one.”

The Washington and Lee ice 
hockey team won their first game of 
the season 8-1 against the C-League 
all-star team after their scheduled op
ponent, Roanoke College, failed to 
show up on Saturday afternoon.

Junior Jamie Buckley scored four of 
the goals, freshman Matt Jacobs 
slammed in two, and Senior Greg Banks

and Sophomore Jeff Sloan each 
picked up one. Senior Tom Wadlow 
made an assist.

Unlike most treams in the 
league, W&L does not have 
practices.

This was their first victory 
since thier one-year suspension 
ended two years ago.

A t A
You’ve p u t  17-20  years into educating and  

preparing yourself. In  your career you ’ll work 
another3 0 -35years.

I t’s tim efora  break.

A t  the A  Bar A  Guest Ranch, in the mountains 
o f  Southern Wyoming you can:
M eet hundreds o f  new  people a n d  m ake  
interestingfriendships as you do enjoyable work. 
Horseback ride, fish, play tennis and  g o lf  and  
go camping —  all on 2 0 0  sq. miles o f  private 
land that backs up to another2 0 0 sq. miles o f  
nationalforestand wilderness area.
Get a  check a t the end o f  October fo r  $3 ,000  
to $5 ,000  to use fo r  travel, apartment deposits 
—  to get your new life started. . .

Call or e-mail today fo r  more information or to 
schedule an on-campus interview. Bob or 
Margie Howe, Managers, (303) 838-1950 or 
abararanch @aol. com
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(DO NOT, UNDER ANY CIR
CUMSTANCES SEE THIS  
MOVIE. ALL COPIES OF THIS 
FILM SHOULD BE DE
STROYED AND EVERYONE 
INVOLVED INTHE PRODUC
TIO N  MUST BE EXECUTED 
AND THEIR SEED WIPED 
FROM THE EARTH SO TH AT  
M ANKIND WILL NEVER 
ACAIN HAVE TO  SUFFER 
THIS CINEMATIC M O N 
STROSITY)

Hi. I’m a guy. I like war movies. 
“Apocalypse Now,” “Full Metal 
Jacket,” “Glory,” “Platoon,” “Saving 
Private Ryan” — these represent some 
of the greatest films in the history of 
cinema. There are few genres in which 
powerful human drama and big explo
sions combine quite so well as they 
do in war movies.

“The Thin Red Line,” Terrence 
Malick’s epic film about the WWII 
battle of Guadalcanal, hoped to join 
this list of thinking man’s war movies 
— movies with a brain, with a con
scious, with a message. Movies that 
are true works of art, not just the latest 
packaged Hollywood drivel.

Malick had good intentions. Unfor
tunately, he failed miserably with the 
end result.

That being said, there were many 
really great things about this film. The 
action scenes are as good as any ever 
filmed.

as the film constantly reminds us. Oh, 
and love conquers all, if we learn any
thing from one of the soldier’s frequent 
flashbacks to his wife. But then she 
dumps him. Love sucks? War sucks? 
Love is war? War is hell? Or is the 
theme that man has lost his innate 
goodness, as the narrator tells us? 
The film is a philosophic muddle, and 
this isn’t helped by:

The worst pacing in the history of 
cinema

The movie starts with a whimper 
and ends with a whimper— there may 
be some great bangs in the middle but 
they’re not enough to save the film. 
The movie drags on for what seems 
like hours before we get into the battle, 
and drags on for what seems like four 
months from the battle to the end.

Combine all ingredients in a large 
reel. Bake at 450°. Chill before serv
ing.

The reason I hate this movie so

much is because it really let me down. 
It had such great potential! It’s one 
thing to watch a bad movie that never 
had any ambition to be good — like 
“Lethal Weapon IV” — but it’s another 
thing to see potential so utterly and 
completely thrown away.

This movie is like the time Michael 
Jordan joined minor league baseball. 
It’s a waste of talent, a waste of poten
tial and a waste of the audience’s time.

Don’t waste your time on this film.

A  L a s t W o rd  E X C L U S IV E !
An interview with the one guy in America 
who didn’t watch the Super Bowl last night

His name is Ervin Teasdale. He is a 48-year-old Ear, 
Nose and Throat Specialist with his own practice in 
Spokane, Washington. Sunday night, while millions o f 
American men crowded around oversized television 
screens to hoot and holler for their team o f choice in 
the Super Bowl, Ervin watched something else. This is 
his incredible story.

Last Word: Ervin, why didn’t you watch 
the Superbowl?

Ervin: Well, football just doesn’t inter
est me. A bunch of steroid-pumped goons 
running from one end of a field to another 
trying to knock each other down— what’s 
so interesting about that?

LW: So what did you watch instead?
Ervin: An old episode of “Saturday 

Night Live” on Comedy Central.
LW: How was it?
Ervin: OK, I guess. Chevy Chase was 

the host. I’ve never been a big fan of his.
LW: So you missed all those delightful 

Super Bowl commercials?
Ervin: It’s not like they won’t be show

ing them every day for the next two months.
Those cute Budweiser frogs and that Taco Bell Chihua
hua aren’t so cute after the 954th time.

LW: Do you have any regrets about missing the Su
per Bowl?

Dr. Teasdale, 
the man who 
missed the 
Super Bowl.

Ervin: Well, maybe I should have gone to Chuck’s 
[fellow Ear, Nose and Throat specialist Dr. Charles 
Harrison] Super Bowl party. They were getting pizza— 
that way I wouldn’t have had to make dinner. Of course 
they probably would have gotten it from Italian Village 
and they make it so damn greasy there.

LW: Who would you like to see perform at next year’s 
halftime show?

Ervin: John Denver.
LW: He’s dead.
Ervin: John Denver’s dead?
LW: Yup. Plane crash.
Ervin: Wow. Just like the Big Bopper. 
LW:Uh-huh.
Ervin: Country roads, take me home... 
LW: To the place I belong.. .
Ervin: West Virginia...
LW: Mountain Mama...
Ervin and LW: Country roads, take me 

home.
Ervin: That one’s for you, John.
LW: Lovely. Any other comments for the 

rest of the Super Bowl-watching male spe
cies?

Ervin: If you ever have any ear, nose or throat prob
lems, don’t be afraid to come talk to a professional. 

LW: Thank you for your time, sir.
Ervin: Thank you for having me.

By Lucky D By Mary Elizabeth Priddy B y Captain Brownbeard
stereotypical street pimp tereotypical sorority girl stereotypical pirate

Ira d u a te  
e n ro llm e n t a t  th e  
U niversity  o f  F lorida is 
p ro je c te d  t o  in c rease  m o re  th an  
20  p e rc e n t  in th e  n e x t  five years .T h is  
g ro w th  o ffe rs  ta le n te d  s tu d e n ts  an 
u n p re c e d e n te d  o p p o r tu n ity  to  
c o n tin u e  th e ir  e d u c a tio n  a t  o n e  o f 
A m erica 's  f in es t public un iversities. 
C o m e  se e  w h a t m akes th e  U niversity  
o f  F lorida so  special.

♦  Many nationally competitive funding 
opportunities for top students

♦  More than $100 million in new research 
facilities

♦  A  nationally recognized program for 
integrating computers into teaching and 
research

♦  A  geographically and culturally diverse 
student body of more than 40,000

♦  More than 70 doctoral degree programs 
and more than 100 master's degree 
programs in 20 colleges and schools

♦  Innovative degree opportunities, 
including interdisciplinary, joint-degree 
and combined bachelor's/master's 
programs

♦  A  great location in affordable 
Gainesville —  one of Money magazine's 
“most livable cities” —  offers ideal year- 
round weather, with an average 
temperature of 70 degrees and 
moderate seasons
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He;., cowbo;.. >ou fee! ¡ike gertln' 
-.orr.e tonight? No?.All right, then, al- 
jov. me to pontificate on the issues of 
the day.

Way I sees it. all this talk about 
impeachin’ and Senate trials and per
jury and what not all really be about 
one thing — Clinton can't control his 
bitches.

Sheeeet. blood, a man gots to know 
how to talk to his bitches.

Like this ho Monica, you gotta talk 
sweet to Monica. Clinton, he gotta say 
“baby, baby, you know I loves you! 
You know you and I is in it together! 
You knpw how hard I works for you. 
Be cool, baby. Don’t testify.” Then he 
give her some lovin’ and she’ll do 
whatever he says, straight up.

Bitch like I lillary, though, only thing 
she understand is a slap in her ugly 
face. “Shut ‘cho mouth, ho,” is al.l 
Clinton gots to say to her.

And if this cat Ken Starr be mapkin’ 
on Clinton’s bitches, only thing to do 
is pull out a switchblade and slit his 
white ass up.

Sometimes a man gotta be a man.
Now, how about it, slick? $20 fo’ a 

blow, $100 fo’ mo’. My hoes’ll rock 
yo’ world.

4

Or. m y God. Did you see that dress 
Mor. ica Lewinsky was wearing on the 
news the other day? It was so hid
eous. It made her hips look enormous, 
and let s face it, Monica has a big 
•»>.eight problem. Monica needs to 
take her daddy’s credit card and buy 
a new wardrobe.

Linda Tripp is atotal bitch. I would 
totally hate her if she were one of my 
friends and taped my conversations 
like that. What a backstabber! She’s 
like my ex-best friend Kaitlin, who 
went behind my back and told Mary 
Susan that I have a major crush on 
Brian, and Mary Susan totally flipped 
because she was dating Brian and 
now she hates me and it’s all Kaitlin’s 
fault. I’m never going to tell her any
thing again. Oh, and the other day on 
campus Kaitlin came up to me and 
she was all “oh hi Mary Elizabeth!” 
and she acted all buddy buddy, like 
nothing ever happened. What a slut!

In conclusion, I think that this 
whole impeachment thing is, like, a 
mega-embarrassment for the country, 
and a total fashion tragedy. That robe 
Rehnquist wears — is there anything 
more frumpy? Let’s end this madness, 
at least before skit night. Cookies?

Dar. This be quite a a predicatment, 
says I. Captain Clinton be sailing in 
dark waters. Avast! Thar be a mutiny 
afoot! Clinton’s crew be mutinous 
swine.

A captain has to keep the scurvy 
sea dogs on his ship in line. If they be 
grumbling about not getting enough 
plunder and be talking about mutiny, 
then punish them, says I! If that muti
nous swine Ken Starr was on my ship, 
The Hispaniola, I’d keelhaul his yel
low hide before my parrot Polly could 
say “pieces-of-eight.”

Thar be only one way to keep or
der in the Senate, and that be with the 
cat-o-nine tails! A few lashes will keep 
those mutinous dogs at bay.

Clinton will find himself on the gal
lows if he doesn’t do away with this 
feisty bar wench Lewinsky. Walk the 
plank! Belay herto Davy Jones’ locker! 
Yar! Yar! Yar!

A thousand doubloons for the head 
of Linda Tripp! A barrell of rum to the 
sailor who cuts Ken Starr’s tongue out 
of his throat! That be the way to deal 
with impeachment.

D’yar, keelhaul the mutinous swine, 
says I! Brownbeard the pirate says 
Keelhaul them all! D’yar yar yar.

i

“The Thin Red Line:” pure artistic pretention .

ISSUE: IMPEACHMENT TRIAL

Honky gots Impeachment Keelhaul the 
him bitch is sooooooo mutinous 
problems embarrassing swine

T h e  l i t t s t  W e r d  ’s

S t e r e v t i j p e  F » r « n

The acting is wonderful. Nick Nolte 
turns in the best performance of his 
career as Colonel Tall, the hardened 
career soldier who will win the battle 
at any cost. Sean Penn, Woody 
Harrelson and John Cusack are all 
wonderful as his subordinates.

Hell, even the cinematography was 
excellent. This was a visually stunning 
film, perhaps a bit overblown at times 
but nonetheless uniformly gorgeous.

So what went wrong? Or, to steal a 
quote from the film:

“This great evil, where did it come 
from? How did it steal into the world? 
How did we lose the good that was 
given us?”

Recipe for artistic pretention:
1 cup artsy, reclusive director 
Director Terrence Malick has not

directed anything since the critically 
beloved “Days of Heaven” in 
1978. The problem is that Malick 
is a very talented director, and he 
wants to make sure the audience 
knows it. This is why he used:

A 213-page script and a mil
lion feet of film

No, I didn’t misplace a deci
mal point. Malick shot more than 
a million feet of film to piece to
gether into this movie, several 
times the amount normally used.

With an epic story this expan
sive, the movie becomes a curi
ous contradiction—the two hour 
and fifty minute running time is 
both far too long and not nearly 
long enough.

Characters are introduced and 
never developed. Plot points are 
glossed over. Now, on top of that, 
add:

2 tablespoons ridiculous 
philosophic narrative

Throughout the film we are sub
jected to a patently ridiculous narra
tive spoken by an actor trying to sound 
very deep and serious in a Southern 
accent. I cannot put into words how 
laughable this is. It’s utterly distract
ing, and it’s as if the director is so un
sure that the story and images will 
convey the thematic points that he has 
to just come right out and tell us. 
Which bring us to:

A liberal sprinkling of themes 
You’d think that a film that focuses 

on thematic development over plot de
velopment would at least have the 
common f***ing decency to pick a 
theme and stick With it.

“Nature is cruel,” Colonel Tall tells 
one of his men. Great. With all the im
ages of the wild wildlife on the islands, 
that would make a wonderful theme. 

But wait. Nature is also beautiful,

A young soldier cries out in pain 
like an audience member who 
just realized he payed $6.75 to 
sit through this crap.


