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A ballsy approach 
to IM activities 
Rosemary Boyle exam
ines the wild world of the 
W &L dodgeball circuit 
on page 2.

Fighting the good fight 
Ann Tomlinson battles 
Stage 3 ovarian cancer. 
Her story on page 2.

New year, new mission 
The Ring-Tum Phi staff 
outlines its goals for the 
new year and beyond.
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Feeling the rush

m

Socializing with members of the Kappa Alpha Order last Tuesday, freshman Hobson Bryan may have found his new brothers.

Despite increasing costs, a huge time commitment and that email scandal, the rush goes on

Photos and text 
by Katherine Greene
E D I T O R - I N - C H I E F

Fraternities and sororities 
completed another successful 
rush this weekend. But at what 
cost?

As the week wore on, class 
attendance waned, which some 
attributed to the high time com
mitment required by Greek or
ganizations.

Panhellenic Advisor Kristen 
Powell said, “What most 
women talk about negatively are 
the recruitment workshops.”

“The agenda for after recruit
ment [will decide] what are un
necessary frills that don’t add 
genuine interaction,” Powell 
said.

Powell said that the skits put 
on by the women last Tuesday 
may also be cut from the pro
gram.

“If you have to have a skit to 
have somebody join your soror
ity, you’re in a pretty bad state,” 
she said, suggesting the skits be 
performed after recruitment for 
philanthropic activity.

The added cost of lunch puts 
more stress on the sorority 
woman’s purse.

“I think it can be expensive,” 
Powell said of the rush dates, 
which are not covered by soror
ity dues which can range from 
$3028 to $9115 yearly.

Freshmen women invited on 
dates are also subject to the costs 
of rush. According to the 2006 
Panhellenic recruitment book, 
“A member of a sorority may not 
buy anything for a potential 
member.”

Going on rash dates can add 
up, “especially for the women 
who are invited out once or 
twice a week,” Powell said, “but 
not all of the women know that 
many upperclassmen.”

Does the cost of rash leave 
some women out? No, accord
ing to Powell.

“The W&L demographics 
show that usually that’s not a 
problem/’ she said. “78% of 
women [at W&L] continue to be 
Greek.”

Not without sacrifice, as 
Powell points out. For many stu
dents, “that money is their sum
mer job money,” she said.

Five fraternities faced a 
small rush crisis Christmas 
weekend, when they were sanc
tioned by the InterFratemity 
Council (IFC) for inviting fresh
man to “consume alcohol, 
sometimes in a manner of over 
consumption,” according to the 
IFC press release.

The organizations came un
der fire when an anonymous 
whistleblower left copies of 
email invitations to rash events 
on IFC Advisor Jason 
Rodocker’s and Dean Watkins’s

desks.
Though the IFC determined 

they would not cancel Christ
mas weekend, they placed the 
fraternities on social probation 
for the last weekend of recruit
ment.

According to the report, “Re
cruitment of members into the 
Greek system should not be fo
cused around the consumption 
of alcohol.”

Rodocker said, “In my opin
ion, [alcohol-related activities 
are] not the best way to make 
life-long brotherhood.”

He suggested “meaningful 
conversations” as an alternative, 
saying that “each house should 
have some idea of the values 
they want,” and try to find that

in freshmen.
“Doing the dinners is per

fect,” he said. “You can take the 
guys out without getting them 
drank on the bus.”

Some fraternity men blame 
the social obligation to include 
alcohol.

Andrew Rothey, sophomore, 
said, “The reality of the situa
tion is that right now, if any of 
the houses are giving away al
cohol, they are going to have an 
advantage [during rash].” 

Rodocker said, “I think they 
[the fraternities] have the per
ception that there’s no other 
way. I just want to make sure 
they look at their possibilities.” 

Rothey said, “I think it 
would be difficult, in the current

“I feel like I’m just hanging out with friends,” said Kyle 
Simon (left, with buddy Chris Sherwin) at a rush dinner.

climate, to have a successful 
rush without alcohol,” but 
added, “It’s not necessary,” 
pointing out the rash dinners as 
a successful alternative. “We 
have lots of rash events that are 
dry.”

Rodocker said that other 
schools nationwide use such 
activities as “outing club trips, 
road trips, and sporting events” 
as rash tools, outside of parties.

For the men, whose rush- 
date costs are covered by die fra
ternity, time management is also 
a problem.

Rodocker said, “The role that 
Greek life should play is to be a 
complement to the university.” 

Rodocker said that the orga
nizations try to “provide.. .skills 
in networking, communication, 
teamwork, and time manage
ment. They can achieve [these 
goals], and sometimes they do. 
Our goal is to make ‘sometimes’ 
more frequent.”

But often, Greek activities 
take precedent over other com
mitments, such as homework, 
athletics, or other extracurricu
lar activities.

Kyle Simon, freshman, said, 
“It takes time to go to all the 
houses and meet all the guys.” 

Alex Skotnicki, sophomore, 
said the sacrifice is worthwhile. 
“It’s all worth it in the end,” he 
said. “I t’s all about the 
endgame.”

Student restarts defunct rowing program
High school rower teams up with Shinofield to revive program
By Jessica Shaw
S T A F F  W R I T E R

When W&L joined Division 
III, the school could no longer 
support a rowing program. After 
the sport fizzled, there have been 
a few unsuccessful attempts to 
revive it. Recently, sophomore 
Parker Sheppard, a highly 
sought-after rower in high 
school, decided to bring it back 
to this campus.

“I have put in a budget 
proposal to the EC, and we

should have our hearing in the 
next few weeks,” he said. 
“We’ve even gotten a few boats 
lined up to purchase from other 
clubs.”

Service Learning
Coordinator Aubrey Shinofield 
is helping Sheppard as he tries 
to build up the program. If he is 
successful, she said she is 
considering a coaching position, 
time permitting. Shinofield, 
herself, was a national rowing 
champion her senior year at 
Princeton. After college, she

interned as a coach at Princeton 
and then coached the crew teams 
at University of New Hampshire, 
Harvard, and the University of 
Minnesota.

“Rowing is a very intense 
sport, and it can be a big 
commitment, especially for a 
club team,” Shinofield said. “It 
is a time commitment, an 
individual commitment to work 
hard and be as fit and as strong 
as possible, and it is also a 
commitment to your 
teammates.”

According to Sheppard, the 
team plans to start training in 
Lake Robertson, then transition 
to the Maury River after the 
athletes have some experience. 
There are currently thirty people 
on the e-mail list that are 
interested in joining the team.

“Sinpe most people don’t 
have any rowing experience 
prior to college, a start-up 
program such as this one could, 
with some work, develop into a 
strong one in a few years,” 
Sheppard said.

Crew depends solely upon the 
unification of the team.

“If a team is not working well

together, the boat will go 
nowhere, and it will be a pretty 
miserable row,” Shinofield said.

If the sport gets backed 
financially and the interest 
remains high, it will likely get 
approved as a club sport on 
campus.

“There are so many lessons to 
be learned from rowing, on and 
off the water,” Shinofield said. 
“The only way to row well and 
to go fast is if everyone in the 
boat is completely in sync, 
mentally and physically. 
Figuring out how to do this is 
challenging but extremely 
fulfilling.”

t



¡JAN 1 82086
2 • THE R I N G - T U M  PHI MONDAY,  J ANUARY 1 6 ,  2 0 0 6

artssc life
Athletes
dominate
dodgeball

Rugby and track combine fo r  victory

topgiris
Fighting for her life
Well-loved Director o f  Student Affairs Ann Tomlinson struggles against cancer

she

By Rosemary Boyle
S TA F F W R IT E R

Although the 2nc* An
nual Dodgeball Tourna
ment did not draw as large 
of a crowd as it did last 
year, no one would have 
guessed that the players 
were not in front of a 
packed stadium from how 
intensely they dodged, 
ducked, dipped, dove and 
dodged.

At one point, freshman 
Addison Sanford was left to 
fend off five hulking play
ers from team, “The 
Lodge,” and was able to 
eliminate two before his fi
nal downfall. His end, 
however, did not come eas
ily to his opponents. Ac
cording to Sanford, he has 
been practicing for quite 
some time now. “I lift in the 
morning and have been fo
cusing on improving my 
ninja-like dodging skills,” 
he said. This particularly 
challenging moment of the 
night “was tough,” said 
Sanford.

The Lodge, champions

of the first round, also 
dominated in the second 
and semifinal round. Fight
ing to win the champion
ship, they faced a team 
which consisted of both 
track and rugby players; a 
combination which turned 
out to be winning too 
strong for them.

After one win for The 
Lodge, the track and rugby 
stars came back strong by 
winning two in a row and 
taking the match. The vic
tory celebration included 

s “going to Dominos!” said 
the team.

According to Will 
Patterson, Campus Recre
ation Coordinator, the 
Dodgeball tournament 
started last year as a result 
of a need for “freshmen to 
have something fun to do 
the first week of winter 
term.”The tradition contin
ues, providing a great op
portunity for what the In
tramural Catalog describes 
as a chance to “throw 
something at that annoying 
kid in class... to let out 
some of that aggression.”

She thought it was her gallbladder. During a 

summer camping trip, she began to feel discom

fort under her ribcage, and diagnosed herself, 

vowing to go to the doctor when she and her hus

band got home. The doctors told her differently. 

Her gallbladder was fine, but the CT scan 

showed a mass on her ovary. In July of this year, 

they diagnosed her with Stage HI ovarian cancer.

‘Let out some o fth a t aggression.

By Steph Wiechmann
S T A F F  W R I T E R

Ann Tomlinson, Administra
tive Assistant to Student Affairs, 
didn’t believe it at first. Her fa
ther had survived colon cancer, 
but there was no history of ova
rian cancer on either side of her 
family. But, the following 
Wednesday, she was wheeled off 
to surgery, where surgeons “de
bulked ” the mass and performed 
a total hysterectomy. Then, they 
put on a chemotherapy schedule.

“My mom cried,” said 
Tomlinson when she informed 
her family. “My husband cried.” 
Her two sons, Andrew and Chris
topher, both juniors at 
Bridgewater College, have not 
comprehended it yet, she feels..

Her bosses, Dean Dave 
Leonard and Dean Tammy 
Futrell, took it hard. And, it was 
their job to tell the student Resi
dence Life Staff when they re
turned in August.

“The students have been won
derful,” Tomlinson said. In fact, 
when they learned of her diag
nosis, 35 of them showed up in

her living room with a sheet cake 
and balloons.

Tomlinson has had to cut back 
her hours at work to accommo
date her chemotherapy schedule 
and side effects of the treatment, 
but so counts herself as pretty 
lucky.

“I’ve lost most of my hair,” 
she says, reminding me of the 
gray head-wrap she wears, “and 
I recently have had a few intesti
nal problems.” But, so far, she 
said, that’s it.

She is thankful that the treat
ments don’t leave her as tired as 
they do most patients. “They

usually give me a rush,” 
adds.

Her appetite, too, has not 
been affected. “I could eat that 
paper,” she jokes, pointing to my 
notebook. “If you seasoned it 
up.” Going into December, this 
is a good thing, since Christmas 
is one of her favorite holidays.

One experience at the begin
ning of her treatment stands, to 
her, as an inspiration of how to 
deal with this diagnosis.

Tomlinson, during her pre
surgery prep, was waiting for a 
chest x-ray in a Roanoke hospi
tal this summer. An elderly 
woman, in a matching hospital 
gown, came in and sat down in 
the waiting room. She asked 
Tomlinson a question, then be
gan to explain what she was hav
ing done that day.

Tomlinson thought, “Oh no, I 
don’t know her from Adam, and 
now she’s going to sit here and 
tell me everything that is wrong.”

The woman explained her 
current situation, mentioned that 
she was 80-years-old, and then 
said, “I had ovarian cancer.” 
Tomlinson was shocked, but 
didn’t say a word. The woman,

“if  you let it, it will 
consume you com

pletely. You may not 
have but two or three 

years left, but you 
make the most of it. ”

who had been diagnosed with the 
disease 25 years ago, began to 
talk about her diagnosis, her sur
gery, her chemotherapy, and her 
recovery.

After finishing, the woman 
looked at Tomlinson and asked, 
“What are you here for?” 

Tomlinson answered, “I was 
just diagnosed with ovarian can
cer.”

“You’ll be fine,” the woman 
said immediately. “Don’t listen 
to a word they have to say. You’ 11 
be just fine.”

The nurse then called the 
woman’s name, and she got up 
and left the room. Tomlinson 
never saw her again.

“That woman was put there 
for a reason,” Tomlinson tells me 
with a look of absolute faith on 
her face.

Speaking with her, her upbeat 
attitude may surprise some. 
Stage III cancer is one stage 
away from being considered 
“terminal,” and yet, Tomlinson is 
determined to beat this.

“If you let it, it will consume 
you completely,” she said. “You 
may not have but two or three 
years left, but you make the most 
of it. I may survive it, but I’ll 
always have it in the back of my 
mind.” . _

She has just finished her fifth 
chemo treatment out of eight 
planned sessions, and does not 
intend to stop living just because 
of the diagnosis.

“I know it happened for a rea
son,” Tomlinson says with con
viction. “I’m not sure yet what 
that reason is, but I think it was 
to get my attention. Listen to 
people. Be appreciative.”
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staffeditorial

Mission- not impossible
The Phi staff makes a new version o f  a 109-year-old paper

The Phi has not always been 
something to be proud of.

Don’t get us wrong: a century 
of tradition makes for automatic 
prestige and a certain amount of 
recognition in the liberal arts 
college circles.

But we plan to rest on our 
laurels no more.

A reputation for fouled-up 
stories led to a near-lockdown 
between the Phi and anyone 
worth speaking to on campus. A 
long history of extreme stress and 
severe disorganization led to a 
high turnover rate for staff

members. A lack of commitment 
led to a series of burnt-out editors 
and worthless clips for would-be 
journalists.

Observing this, the Phi, with 
our new editor-in-chief, has made 
a new year’s resolution to 
improve.

Our first step is to give the 
paper an identity. We created a 
new mission statement. We 
considered our audience and how 
we want to reach you. We thought 
about what we want to achieve 
during our time here on staff. We 
thought about continuity and

tradition. We thought about real 
journalism.

This is what we came up with:
The mission of the Ring-Tum 

Phi is to accurately, truthfully, 
and thoroughly report news 
affecting the Washington and Lee 
community for students, faculty, 
parents and alumni. Our goal is 
to look deeper into news affecting 
campus life and hold leaders 
accountable. Through our 
reporting, we aspire to spark 
discussions that lead to 
discovering information that 
prompts change.

We invite you to join us on our 
journey this year. Track our 
development through the issues, 
and tell us what you think. We’d 
love to see more letters to the 
editor, good and bad.

We are growing as an 
organization, and looking 
forward to new developments, 
including a website.

We are students—help us learn. 
Stick with us while we turn this 
paper into something we can all 
be proud of.

The above editorial represents 
the majority opinion o/The Ring- 
tum Phi editorial board.

I n d e p e n d e n t  s t a t e  o f  m i n d
Will Townes tells about being an independent

To the Editor:
I am an independent I 

didn’t join a fraternity because 
I didn’t find pledging to be a 
requisite to leading a meaning
ful and full life while here. 
Now, as I walk past the frater
nities everyday, I glimpse a 
very different life than my 
own. With this in mind, I de
cided to share some of my ex
periences as a non-Greek, 

During freshman year, it is 
easy to have fun. However, if 
you do not pledge, it all 
changes during Winter Term. 
You start to wonder if you 
made the right decision. Why 
don’t people care about you? 
You feel very much alone, and 
sometimes lonely.

I experienced these nega
tive emotions. However, I 
eventually realized that the rea
son I wasn’t having fun was 
because I had been spoiled. 
When you are a freshman, 
other people organize all the 
fun events for you to partici
pate in. But, then, if you don’t 
pledge, suddenly you are not 
invited to any more fun events. 
One of the benefits of being an 
independent is that you learn 

control of your own

life; you are compelled to become 
self-sufficient.

Without a parent organization 
to watch over you, you will find 
yourself growing into ah adult.

You can still have a lot of ran
dom fun, and experience personal 
growth as a Greek. I have several 
friends who haw found ways to 
balance their involvement with a 
fraternity or sorority with their 
personal and intellectual growth. 
In fact, I think the use of the term 
“independent” might better de
scribe a state of mind, rather than 
one’s Greek states. You can find 
“independents” in the fraternities, 
and the fraternities are very inclu
sive in the sense that anyone can 
go to their parties (including non 
Greeks), This is one of the best 
aspects of the Greek system here.

Despite this, there are several 
advantageous features of living 
outside the Greek system. The 
Greek system will never force you 
to question your beliefs. Most

likely, your fraternity brothers will 
all be very similar to you, and con
flicts of fundamentally dissimilar 
worldviews will rarely occur.

As a Greek, you will need to 
take the initiative yourself to seek 
out people who will engage you 
in stimulating conversations that 
stretch your assumptions about the 
world (which is almost impossible 
to do at a party).

As an Independent, you will be 
thrown together with people who 
see the world very differently than 
you do, and it will become a mat
ter of psychological survival to 
find ways to get along with them. 
Additionally, it is easier to get to 
know members of the opposite sex 
as friends, rather than hook-up 
partners, because there is more in
teraction in a non-party setting.

You will be forced to defend 
your beliefs and live them out 
among people who often disagree. 
You don’t have to live up to a dis
ingenuous standard imposed on

‘As an Independent, you will find yourself 

thrown together with people who see 

the world very differently than you do. |

you by people who are them
selves deeply frightened and 
insecure about their social sta
tes. Being honest with people 
about who you are on the in
side might cause many false 
friends to betray you. But, if 
you treat people with honesty, 
you will soon find people who 
will respect you genuinely. 
These people are true friends 
and one of them is worth more 
than a thousand sycophants.

Finally, you realize very 
quickly that the world does not 
revolve around you. As a 
freshman, it is easy to be de
ceived into dunking that one’s 
popularity affects how much 
fun life at W&L can be, but in 
the end what really matters are 
your friends.

Whether you join a frater
nity or sorority or not, don’t 
ever sacrifice your meaningful 
friendships for social status. 
Be willing to hang out with 
people regardless of how 
“cool” they are. You can have 
fun with anyone and everyone, 
and you can derive enjoyment 
from something as simple as a 
walk through campus with 
some newfound freshmen 
friends.

Will Townes 
Class of 2007

Washington and Lee University
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LEE HI T r a v e l  P l a z a

i-81 & i-64, Ex it  195,2516 north lee hwy, Lexington, va

540-463-3478 r i

Great Food & a grmt eotèeetìon of 
Antique Pedai Care & Tin Toys!

OriginaC 
(Restaurant

2055 Magnolia Ave 
Buena Vista, VA 24416  

264-0029

F R E E  D E L IV E R Y
with $10 min order

Stromboli-Pizza-Subs- 
Pasta-Etc.

Open Monday thru Thursday:
1 1AM-10PM  

Friday & Saturday :
11 AM-11PM 

Sunday:
12PM- 10PM

mailto:phi@wlu.edu


4 • THE R I N G - T U M  PHI A D V E R T I S E M E N T S MONDAY,  J ANUARY 1 6 ,  2 0 0 6

« d p i ;  p r # :I I K  11

SUN. Jan. 22, 2006 at 7 p.m
Keller Theatre
Tickets ait; required 

Gall the box office for information 458-8000

M t x ' j  I'& a w iQ n x z e m
(540) 261-7992
Fax: (540) 261-1634

1514 Magnolia Avenue 
Buena Vista, VA 24416

Open 0 Days A Week! 
Hours:

C losed  S u n d a y  
M onday -  Thursday: I la m  -  10pm  

F riday and Saturday: Ham. -  11pm  
A.B.C. on Premises -  mine 

M ost Credit Cards Accepted

C a te r in g  A v a ila b le  F or 
A n y  O ccasion  !

We Serve the F inest Italian. 
Food in  Rockbridge County:

A p p e t iz e rs ,  O v e n  B a k e d  
D ishes*  S e a fo o d , R ib e y e , 

C h ic k e n  D is h e s , P a s t a  D is h e s  
w i th  o u r  F a m o u s  M a r m a r a  

S a u c e  o r  A lfre d o  S a u c e , ■ 
P iz z a s ,  S u b s  •

Only 6 miles' east of 
Lexington

l $ 1 $ ? $ 2 «®
o ff any Off any

o rd e r o f o rd e r o f
$10.00 o r $20.00 o r

m ors . m ore.

««buk*»» tI 'W

o ff any 
o rd e r o f 

$10.00 o r 
m ore.

o ff any 
o rd e r o f 

$20.00 o r
ffHMKfc.

« L IM IT IllP H w I •#?
. I odb'dfo#

sans Iran $98 SfMTCMIS from $tt!IUXEMSfnmi$7IÎIIESS SHIRIS fram $10.99 TIES from $9.89

O  SamsFactoryOutlet
of Roanoke, Inc.

Crossroads Mall, Roanoke
(540)265-9600

www.samsfactoryoutlet.com
W&L Alumni Owned

In observance of January having been proclaimed National Mentoring Month, the RACS 
Mentoring Program would like to express out sincere thanks to all of the Washington and 
Lee Univemfy students who are volunteering their time this year to mentor Rockbridge Area 
youth: ; .

If you have an interest in mentoring a young person in the Lextngton/Roekhridge area and 
would like to participate m the program, please contact Roger Bowden at 464-8560 or 
rbowden@racsb.otg.

ELROD BIRTHDAY CELEBRATION & HOLIDAY PARTY

Elrod Commons Birthday Celebration and Fireside Social 
11:30 - 4:00 p.:m.
Elrod Commons

An informal ongoing program of live music, vocal entertainment and a short video will
be shown »-jp"

Hosted hy Elrod Commons Review Committee, Campus Activities Staff, General
• Activities Board

Thank You Mentors!

Philippe Bartholin 
Paige Halter 
Lauren Parks 
Christine Gray 
Taylor McLachlan 
jess Steinmetz 
Stephanie Jordon 
Catherine Swan

Sarah Williamson 
Karen Tavloe 
Sandy Piracci 
Drew Me Way 
Will Waller 
Steven Marinos 
Kendall Murphy

Emily White 
Briana Gregory 
Stacy Henderson 
Devin Wilkins 
Devon Morten 
George Carier 
Taylor Woods 
Ashley Gassds

Hosted by George Bent, Associate Dean of the College; Hank Dobin, Dean o f the 
College; David Millon, Associate Dean of the Law School; David Partie it, Dean o f the 

Law ScÉool^Rpberí Sfraughan, Associate Dean o f  the Williams School; 
jr 11  li fío© WillimnSj IPrOvost j  _ 1

r ami Iv MovieMight
* ’*¿1 * * Wednesday, January 18®

5:00 p.m, |  J | i  a 
• Elrod Commons Theatre - Refreshments 

The Wallace & Gromit Movie: Cum: of the Wererabbit

Hosted by Dean of Students and Campus Activities

Go to events,wlu.edu or commons.wlu.edu for more information

Beverages/Pastries át.Mevi# 
Wednesday, January 18®

3 00 -5:00 p.m.
Elrod Commons Living Room

http://www.samsfactoryoutlet.com
mailto:rbowden@racsb.otg

