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WASHINGTON AND LEE HILLEL NEWSLETTER
Elrod University Commons, Lexington, VA 24450-2116 
http://hillel.wlu.edu robinsj@wlu.edu 
(540) 458-8443 Fax: (540) 458-8155 JUNE 2009HILLEL 

Trustee Mark Eaker ’69 Inspires Fellow Trustees to Complete 

Fundraising for the New Hillel House
 

Mark Eaker ’69 and Dennis Cross, VP for University Advancement, 

and Joan Robins, Hillel Director celebrate the completion of the 

fund-raising for the new Hillel House. 

gift to challenge others to give 

an equal amount. Fellow Trustees 

responded immediately. In about 

60 minutes, Mark’s challenge was 

met, and the entire $470,000 was 

pledged! The Trustees were not 

only generous, but very enthu­

siastic in their support of the 

Hillel House. 

One hundred sixty five 

individuals or couples have 

supported the Hillel House, 

and made our achievement 

possible. Several of the support­

ers and the gifts committed on 

Friday evening helped meet the 

$500,000 challenge grant made last 

I have great news to share: fund rais- September by Don Childress, Rector of the 

ing for our new W&L Hillel House is Board of Trustees. Of the four million dollars 

complete! On Friday evening, May 8, the raised, $844,000.00 was given by non-Jewish 

Washington and Lee Board of Trustees made current and emeritusTrustees. 

final gifts to reach the goal of $4 million, Construction is expected to begin in 

which includes an endowment for long- September, with completion expected in 

term maintenance. the fall of 2010. Our fund raising can now 

On Thursday afternoon, May 7, we continue among alumni, parents and friends 

reported to the Campaign Cabinet that to build an endowment to support Hillel 

we were $470,000 short of our goal. The programming. We will recognize supporters 

Trustees and the University were pleased who make gifts during the upcoming construc­

with the progress and eager to complete tion phase with available naming opportuni­

the fund-raising as soon as possible so that ties in the building and on the donor plaque. 

we could break ground for the Hillel House The plaque honors commitments of $25,000 

on schedule in September. What followed or more. 

on Friday evening was truly remarkable. Thanks to all of you! I’m guessing that you 

Trustee Mark Eaker ’69 of Austin, Texas, are as thrilled as I am to know that our dream 

a previous supporter of the Hillel House, is now a reality. I can’t wait for the party! I 

decided to commit half—or $235,000— hope all of you will plan to be on campus for 

of the $470,000 needed. Mark wanted his the dedication in the fall of 2010. 

RELAY FOR LIFE 
By Josh Posner ’12 

Washington and Lee University’s 

first Relay for Life event was uncom­

monly successful for a first relay. We 

raised almost $15,000 to donate to 

the American Cancer Society! In addi­

tion, the ceremony for the survivors 

and the speeches by the survivors and 

Relay leaders were beautiful displays 

of support, strength and hope. It was 

also a lot of fun staying up all night 

and seeing how long everyone could 

relay. For such a small university, W&L 

really made a huge impact, and that is 

a wonderful achievement. 

Washington and Lee Hillel was 

one of the top fundraising teams, rais­

ing over $600. As a first year student, I 

was proud to form and lead the Hillel 

team. Students in Hillel as well as friends 

and family symbolically and financially 

supported the event. It was empowering 

to see such a bold effort against cancer. 

We all went to sleep about 7AM after the 

relay, and definitely slept comfortably 

that night (or day). 

Hillel students and friends had a 

memorable and rewarding experience 

performing tikkun olam at the first 

Relay for Life at W&L. Why wouldn’t 

we want to help repair and improve the 

world? We hope to have another Relay 

for Life next year! 

Washington and Lee Hillel 
Elrod University Commons 
Lexington, VA 24450-2116 

Nonprofit Organization 
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Recent Hillel Events 
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The Great Latke-Hamantash Debate: Professors Marcia France, Ted Delaney, Suzanne 

Keen, and Art Goldsmith debated the merits of these two yummy Jewish treats. This year, the 

Hamantashen won! 

Hillel’s Reunion Reception honored the ZBT Class of 1959. Their 50th reunion 

leadership gift to the new Hillel House was over $1.1 million. 

Very Interesting Professors Series: Students discuss international 

human rights issues with Visiting Professor Jeremy Sarkin. 

Graduating senior officers Hila Yashar, Alex Flaster, and Julia Spieler 

receive certificates from Hillel. 

The recent Israeli election and its implications were discussed at a forum 

led by Graham Sheridan ’12 and Professor Zarakol. 

Passover: Over 100 people attended Hillel’s 

Community Seder. 

Hila Yashar ’09 receives an award for 

Celebrating Student Success. Hila served as 

Hillel Co-President and was active in many 

other organizations on campus. 

Leading the Passover Seder are Lev 

Raslin ’12 and Josh Posner ’12 

Holocaust survivor, George Salton, speaks with students after his 

talk at Rockbridge County High School. 

Hillel’s Yom Ha-Shoah service begins with the sounding 

of the shofar by Lev Raslin ’12. 
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First Year Experience 
By Lev Raslin ’12 aka DJ Levitown 

Director’s Corner 
By Joan Robins 

It has been a wonderful and busy year at W&L Hillel. Our student 

leaders have organized a great variety of programs for everyone to enjoy. 

Whether it was discussing the impact of the Israeli elections, laugh­

ing so hard that our faces hurt during the Great Latke-Hamantashen 

Debate, participating in meaningful services, discussing human rights 

issues with visiting law professor Jeremy Sarkin, traveling to Israel on 

the birthright trip, reading names at a vigil for those who lost their lives 

in the Holocaust, or celebrating Passover at the huge community Seder, 

students were involved and enriched by their Hillel experience. 

Exciting news: fund raising is complete for our new Hillel House 

and construction is expected to begin in the fall. This beautiful 

building would not have been possible without the support of many 

alumni, parents, W&L Board of Trustees, and the local commu­

nity. We are deeply grateful to all of you for your generosity, time, 

and commitment. 

I would like to recognize the two graduating Co-Presidents, Hila 

Yashar and Julia Spieler for a job well done. We will miss both of you, 

and wish you the very best. We hope you will return for the Hillel 

House Dedication in the fall of 2010! We congratulate the recently 

elected Co-Presidents, Emily Martin and Stephanie Dultz. Emily is 

the third member of the Martin family to be Hillel president! Both 

Emily and Stephanie have shown amazing leadership skills, already 

planning new initiatives including an alternative Spring Break. I look 

forward to working with them next year. 

My name is Lev Raslin and I am a Russian-Jewish first-year, class 

of 2012, haiingl from Queens, NY. Coming to college is a life changing 

experience, but I was not ready for what was to come. At first, I felt 

a lot of skepticism and contempt for life here. I felt like I would not 

fit it, my style was not that of the other students, and I was definitely 

not used to the fraternity scene. Then I gave it a chance, and now I 

love it. 

Something that tremendously helped was my introduction to 

the Hillel at W & L. It definitely gave me a sense of home and I met 

a bunch of really cool people who I am glad to call my good friends; 

one became one of my best friends and fraternity brothers. Hillel has 

not only helped me develop a clearer sense of identity but has put 

me back in touch with my culture. Joan is a great Director of Hillel 

and has not only facilitated my activity within the organization but 

has also been very supportive of my personal endeavors as well as 

academics. I could not ask for a better set of peers and a mentor to 

work with. One of my most memorable moments in Hillel was our 

trip to Staunton. After a great dinner we went to go see “The Reader.” 

It was a very moving film and it helped to be able to have people to 

discuss it with on a more personal level. Interestingly, Bernard Schlink, 

the author of the novel on which the film was based, spoke at W&L 

several days later. 

Choosing a single word to encapsulate my experience at 

Washington and Lee and Hillel would not suffice, but ask me to tell 

you a story about any First Friday or outing and I would be glad to 

make you laugh and smile. 

Birthright Israel Trip 
By Brian Cherry ’11 

This past winter break, I, along with two other Jewish students, 

Hugo Clifford ’09 and Graham Sheridan ’11, traveled to Israel on the 

Taglit-Birthright Israel program. The trip provides Jewish students 

between the ages of 18–26 a free 10-day tour of Israel. Sponsored by 

Jewish philanthropists and the State of Israel, the program gave us the 

opportunity to travel around the entire country, staying in cities such 

as Tel-Aviv and Jerusalem, the Negev Desert in the South, and Tiberias, 

where our hotel overlooked the Sea of Galilee. Along with students 

from other universities on the East coast, we became engrossed in 

Israeli culture, interacting with soldiers in the Israeli Defense Forces, 

eating falafel and schwarma from street vendors, and praying in a 

Jerusalem synagogue on Shabbat. Additional highlights of the trip 

included the Old City and Western Wall in Jerusalem, Yad Vashem (a 

Holocaust memorial), the Dead Sea, and Massada, an ancient fortress 

atop a plateau in the Judean Desert. The trip was an incredible experi­

ence, and all three of us hope to return to Israel soon. 

Taglit Birthright Israel: Three students travelled to Israel over Winter Break: 

Graham Sheridan ’12, Brian Cherry ’12, and Hugo Clifford ’09 in the 

Negev Desert. 

® Donors 2009-2010 �
 
Gifts for Programming 
Anonymous 

Mr. and Mrs. Arnold M. Applefeld 

’ in memory of Bernard S. 

Steiner, Jr. ’, Allen L. Lipsett 

’, and Byron Berman ’ 

Mr. and Mrs. Lloyd Arkin, in 

honor of Warner Isaacs 

Mrs. Sylvia Armentraut 

Mr. and Mrs. Joel H. Bernstein ’ 

Mr. Robert Brenner ’ 

Ms. Mary Lyn Brittigan 

Dr. Edward A. Brown ’, in honor of his 

sons, Doug ’, past president, and 

Larry’, both founding members 

Prof. David and Beverly Bruck 

Mr. Charles C. Cahn ’ 

Mr. and Mrs. Irvin Caplan ’ 

Mr. Jay M. Caplan ’ 

Dr. Richard W. Cohen ’ 

Mr. Craig H. Coller ’ 

Mr. and Mrs. Alan Corwin ’ 

Dr. Malcolm Cothran and Joan Robins 

Ms. Carley Cowley ’ 

Mr. Benjamin Cummings ’, ’L 

Dean Hank Dobin and Bonnie Bernstein 

Dr. Mark R. Eaker ’, 

W&L Board of Trustees 

Mr. Daniel M. Einstein ’ 

Mr. Adam D. Elfenbein ’L 

Dr. Mimi Elrod 

Mr. H. Steven Epstein ’ 

Mr. James D. Farrar, Jr. ’ in memory 

of James D. Farrar ’ 

Mr. Matt Fink ’ 

Mr. James W. Fishel ’ 

Mr. Mark N. Fishman ’ 

Dr. Henry Fleishman ’ 

Mr. and Mrs. Stewart Fleming 

Prof. Marcia France 

Mr. and Mrs. Stephen H Friedlander ’ 

Mr. and Mrs. James Freund ’ 

Prof Art Goldsmith and Ms. Jan Kaufman 

Sam and Marion Golden Helping 

Hand Foundation 

Mr. Jeffrey S. Goldstein 

Prof. and Mrs. Joseph Goldsten 

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas E. Gottsegen ’ 

Mr. and Mrs. Barry A. Greene ’ 

Mr. Brian R. Greene ’L 

Mr. Robert J. Grey, Jr. ’L W&L 

Board of Trustees 

Prof. Mark and Sally Grunewald 

Mr. Thomas D Heldman ’ 

Mr. Charles M. Helzberg ’, through the 

Charles M. Helzberg Philanthropic 

Fund of the Jewish Community 

Foundation of Greater Kansas City 

Hillel: The Foundation for Jewish 

Campus Life, Soref Initiative 

for Emerging Campuses 

Mr. and Mrs. Donald S. Hillman ’ 

Mr. Albert C. Hubbard, Jr. ’, ’L, 

W&L Board of Trustees 

Mr. and Mrs. John A. Isaacs III ’ 

Mr. Warner A. Isaacs ’, 

Mr. and Mrs. Robert B. Jacobi ’, ’L 

Mr. Murray R. Jacobson ’ 

Drs. John and Julie Jennings 

Jewish Community Federation of Richmond 

Dr. Rachel Zloczover Jones ’ 

and Dr. Robert B. Jones 

Mr. and Mrs. David A. Kantor ’ 

Dr. and Mrs. Leon D. Katz ’ 

Prof. Art Goldsmith and Jan Kaufman 

Mr. and Mrs. Clifford H. Kern III ’ 

The Hon. Ronald Kessler ’ 

Mr. and Mrs. John D. Klinedinst ’, 

’L, W&L Board of Trustees 

Mr. S L Kopald, Jr. ’ 

Mr. Bruce S. Kramer ’ 

Mr. Wilfred M. Kullman, Jr. ’ 

Mr. Malcolm Lassman ’, ’L 

Mr. Ron Laupheimer ’ 

Mr. David A. Lehman ’ 

Mr. and Mrs. Bernard Levin ’ 

Mr. David Levinson ’ 

Hon. Laurence Levitan ’ 

Prof. Simon Levy 

Mr. and Mrs. Stephen F. Lichtenstein ’ 

Lynchburg Jewish Community Council 

Magdovitz Family Foundation 

Mr. Leslie A. Maister ’ 

Prof. Harvey Markowitz 

Prof. and Mrs. Richard Marks 

Mr. Paul Maslansky ’ 

Dr. Robert Maslansky ’ 

Mr. and Mrs. Andrew McCutcheon ’ 

Mr. and Mrs. Bruce A. Meyers ’ 

Ms. Cornelia Miller 

Mr. and Mrs. Mark E. Miller 

Mr. Stephen D. Miller ’ 

Mr. and Mrs. Stanley R. Mitchell ’ 

Mr. Philip Norwood ’, Rector 

Emeritus, W&L Board of Trustees 

Prof. and Mrs. David Novack 

Mr. and Mrs. Neil November ’ 

Mr. Gary S. Okin ’ 

Dr. and Mrs. Michael Okin ’ 

Mr. Jonathan H. Pakula ’ 

Mr. James N. Paradies ’ 

Mr. Ferdinand Phillips ’ 

Mr. Marc Randolph ’L 

Dr. and Mrs. Andrew M. Reibach ’ 

Mr. and Mrs. Kerry Reynolds ’ 

Dr. Scott Rickoff ’ 

Mr. and Mrs. Murray Rippe ’, in 

memory of Sol Morgan and in 

honor of Kent Braunstein 

Roanoke Jewish Community Council 

Mr. Mort Robins 

Mr. L. A. Rosenstock III ’ 

Mr. Stephen D. Rosenthal ’, ’L 

Mr. Bennett L. Ross ’ 

Mr. and Mrs. Stanley E.l Sacks ’ 

Dr. John M. Samet ’, in honor 

of Elliot Schewel ’ 

Mr. and Mrs. Mark H. Schaul ’ 

The Hon.and Mrs. Elliot Schewel ’ 

Mr. Jonathan B. Schewel ’ 

Mr. Marc A. Schewel ’ 

Mr. Ellis B. Schulist ’ 

Mr. and Mrs. Jules Shaivitz ’ 

Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Shapira ’, 

in honor of Max Shapira ’ 

Mr. Max Shapira ’ 

Mr. and Mrs. Bob Shapiro ’ 

Dr. Arthur B. Sher ’ 

Mr. and Mrs. Irving M. Shlesinger ’ 

Mr. Donald W. Sigmund ’ 

Mr. and Mrs. Leed Silverfi eld ’ 

Dr. and Mrs. Mervin F. Silverman ’ 

Dr. Robert A. Silverman ’ 

Mr. Sam Silverstein Jr.’ 

Mr. Howard R. Sklaroff ’ 

Mr. Hatton C. V. Smith, ’, 

W&L Board of Trustees 

Dr. and Mrs. Firth Spiegel ’ 

Rabbi and Mrs. Lane Steinger ’ 

continued on page 4 



Mr. and Mrs. Paul S. Sugar ’ 

Mr. Gerald Sussman ’ 

Dr. and Mrs. Michael Sussman ’ 

Ms. Betty K. Taylor 

Mr. Charles G. Th alhimer ’  

Mr. Charlie Tomm, ’, ’L, 

W&L Board of Trustees 

Mr. Arnold Vedlitz ’ 

VMI, Chaplain’s Offi  ce 

Drs. Mitch Wapner and Cindy Downes 

Mr. Leon J. Warms ’ in memory of  

his roommate, cousin and best  

friend, Louis Greentree ’ 

Washington and Lee Office of Religious Life   

The Hon. and Mrs. Paul H Weinstein ’,  

Mr. Phillip Welch and Ms. Cindy Atkins 

Mr. Marc E. Winston ’ 

Mr. J.E. Wise ’,  in memory  

of Si Galperin ’ 

Mr. Christopher Wolf ’L 

Mr. and Mrs. Dave Wolf ’ 

Mr. and Mrs. John M. Zamoiski ’ 

To Sustain W&L Hillel: 
$ or more 
Mr. and Mrs. Arnold M. Applefeld,  

in memory of Bernard Steiner,  

Jr. ’, Allen Lipsett ’, 

and Byron Berman ’ 

Mr. Charles Cahn ’ 

Mr. Irwin Caplin ’ 

Mr. Mark R. Eaker ’,  

W&L Board of Trustees 

Mr. and Mrs. Dan Einstein ’ 

Mr. Peter F. George 

Sam and Marion Golden Helping 

Hand Foundation 

Mr. Warner A. Isaacs ’ 

Mr. David A. Kantor ’ 

Mr. and Mrs. Michael Levin ’ 

Mr. and Mrs. Stanley R. Mitchell ’ 

Jewish Community Federation of Richmond 

Mr. Charles G. Th alhimer ’  

Mr. Charlie Tomm ’, ’L, 

W&L Board of Trustees 

Drs. Mitch Wapner and Cindy Downes 

The Hon. and Mrs. Paul A. Weinstein ’  

W&L Parents and 
Grandparents 
Mr. and Mrs. Carl Berenholtz (VMI) 

Mr. and Mrs. Brian Corielle 

Mr. Richard Burpee and Ms. 

Beatrice Kertesz 

Mr. and Mrs. Martin J. Deitchman 

Mr. and Mrs. Louis Dultz 

Dr. and Mrs. Steven P. Dultz 

Mr. and Mrs. Frank M. Feibelman 

Mrs. Allison MacQueen Felder 

Dr. and Mrs. Alan J. Fink 

Mr. Peter F. George 

Mr. and Mrs. David T. Hosler 

Mr. and Mrs. Richard S. Kampf 

Mr. and Mrs. Kosta Kollef 

Mr. Joseph Kovars and Ms. Vickie Swanson 

Mr. Samuel B. Kuckley and Ms. 

Roberta M. Alpert 

Dr. and Mrs. Seth Levrant VMI,  

in honor of Pete 

Ms. Ann Battle Macheras (mother,  

David Sternlicht ’) 

Ms. Barbara Martin 

Mr. Melvyn B. Mason 

Mr. and Mrs. Scott Mason 

Mr. and Mrs. Brian Sands VMI 

Dr. and Mrs. Richard M. Schwartstein 

Mr. and Mrs. Mark Seliber 

Mr. and Mrs. Desmond Sheridan 

Mr. and Mrs. Ron Stern 

Mr. John B. Sternlicht 

Mr. Martin W. Sternlicht 

Mr. Melvin Th omas 

Mr. and Mrs. John M. Zimmerman 

Donors to the  
Washington and  
Lee Hillel House 

Class Gift:  ZBTs: 
Mr. Ralph M. Evans 

Mr. Anthony Frank 

Mr. Stephen H. Friedlander 

Mr. Edward D. Levy 

Mr. J. Stephen Marks III 

Mr. Merritt L. Pizitz 

Mr. Donald W. Sigmund 

Mr. Jerald H. Sklar 

Mr. Arnold L. Steiner 

Gifts from the Current 
W&L Trustees: 
Mr. Robert M. Balentine, Jr. ’ 

Mr. Andrew N. Baur ’ 

Mr. J. Donald Childress, Rector ’ 

Mr. Frederick E. Cooper ’ 

Ms. Kimberley T. Duchossois, 

parent, Tyler Lenczuk ’ 

Mr. Mark R. Eaker ’ 

Mr. J. Hagood Ellison, Jr. ’ 

Mr. J. Scott Fechnay ’ 

Mr. Benjamin S. Gambill, Jr. ’ 

Mr. J. Baker Gentry ’ 

Mr. Robert J. Grey, Jr. ’L 

Mr. Bernard C. Grigsby II ’ 

Mr. Peter C. Keefe ’ 

Mr. John D. Klinedinst ’, ’L 

Mr. Thomas N. McJunkin ’, ’L  

Mr. Harry J. Phillips, Jr. ’ 

Mr. Bennett L. Ross ’ 
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Elizabeth and Richard Dubin Foundation 

Drs. Scott Dubit and Pat Schirmer 
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Ms. Nancy R. Epley 

Eugene and Emily Grant Foundation 

Mr. Stuart Finestone ’ 

Mr. Matthew Fink ’ 

Mr. James Fishel ’ 

Mr. and Mrs. J. Stewart Fleming 

Prof. Marcia B. France 

Mr. David K. Friedfeld ’L 
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Prof. Arthur H. Goldsmith and 
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Mr. Kevin J. Gray ’L 

Mr. Barry A. Greene ’ 
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Mr. James D. Hague ’ 

Mr. and Mrs. Jonathan M. Harvey, 

parent, Kyle Harvey ’ 

Mr. and Mrs. David G. Heiman 

Drs. Mark and Eva Horn, parent  

of Audrey Horn ’ 

Mr. Bruce I. Hyatt ’ 

Mr. Warner Isaacs ’ 

Mr. and Mrs. Robert B. Jacobi ’, ’L 

Mr. Howard E. Jacobs ’ 

Dr. William M. Jacobs ’ 

Dr. Rachel Zloczover Jones ’ 

Dr. and Mrs. Leon D. Katz ’ 

Prof Suzanne P. Keen 

Mr. Clifford H. Kern ’  

Mr. Samuel B. Kuckley and Ms. 

Roberta M. Alpert 

Mr. Wilfred M. Kullman, Jr. ’ 

Mr. and Mrs. Malcolm Lassman ’A ’L 

Ms. Barbara Lehman, parent of David 

Lehman ’ and Kara Lehman ’ 

Mr. and Mrs. David A. Lehman ’ 

Mr. Barry J. Levin ’ 

Mr. Michael E. Levin ’ 

Mr. David Levinson ’ 

Prof. Simon Levy 

Lynchburg Jewish Community Council 

Prof Harvey J. Markowitz 

Prof. and Mrs. Richard G. Marks 

Mr. Arnold Masinter ’ 

Mr. E. Michael Masinter ’ 

Dr. Robert A. Maslansky ’ 

Mr. Scott J. Mason, parent of 

Mathew Mason ’ 

Ms. Mirabai McLeod 

Mr. and Mrs. Oliver M. Mendell ’ 

Mr. Bruce A. Meyers ’ 

Mr. Alvin Y. Milberg ’L 

Mr. and Mrs. Stanley R. Mitchell ’ 

Mr. Julian B. Mohr ’ 

Mr. and Mrs. Russell J. Munsell 

Mr. H. David Natkin ’L 

Prof. and Mrs. David Novack 

Mr. Gary S. Okin ’ 

Dr. Michael A. Okin ’ parent, 

Robin Okin ’ 

Mr. M. Amon Rappaport 

Prof and Mrs. George W. Ray, Emeritus 

Dr. Scott Rickoff ’   

Mr. Murray Rippe ’ 

Mr. Douglas N. Robins ’ 

Ms. Joan Robins and Dr. Malcolm Cothran 

Mr. Mort M. Robins 

Ben and Esther Rosenbloom Foundation  

/ Mr. Howard Rosenbloom 

’and Dr. Michelle Gelkin 

Mr. Herbert R. Rubenstein ’ 

Dr. James Sagner ’ 

Mr. Harvey B. Savitt ’L 

Hon. and Mrs. Elliot S. Schewel ’ 

Mrs. Helene P. Schewel 

Mr. Jonathan B. Schewel ’ 

parent, Esther Schewel ’ 

Mr. Marc A. Schewel ’ 

Mr. Ellis B. Schulist ’ 

Mr. and Mrs. Richard M. Schwartzstein, 

parent, Nicholas ’, Hannah ’ 

Mr. Jules R. Shaivitz ’ 

Mr. Max L. Shapira ’ 

Mr. Richard S. Sharlin ’ 

Dr. Arthur B. Sher ’ 

Dr. Mark E. Smulson ’ 

Mr. and Mrs. Barry J. Stein, 

parent, Jeffrey Stein ’  

Mr. and Mrs. Paul S. Sugar ’ 

Mr. William H. Supon, Jr. ’ 

Mr. Stephen J. Sweitzer ’ 

Ms. Betty K. Taylor and Mr. George Pryde 

Mr. Charles G. Th alhimer ’  

Hon. Sol Wachtler ’, ’L 

Drs. Mitchell J. Wapner and 

Cynthia Downes 

Hon. and Mrs. Paul H. Weinstein ’ 

Mr. Eric White ’, parent, 

Michael White ’ 

Mr. Samuel White ’L 

Mr. Christopher Wolf ’L 

Mr. Dave Wolf, Jr. ’ 

Ms. Nancy E. Yanofsky 

Mr. Michael L. Young 

Mr. John M. Zamoiski ’ 

Mr. and Mrs. Mark D. Zand parent, 

Nathaniel Zand, VMI 



Mr. and Mrs. Paul S. Sugar ’ 

Mr. Gerald Sussman ’ 
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Mr. Charlie Tomm, ’, ’L, 

W&L Board of Trustees 
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Mr. and Mrs. Richard S. Kampf 
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Mr. Ralph M. Evans 

Mr. Anthony Frank 

Mr. Stephen H. Friedlander 

Mr. Edward D. Levy 

Mr. J. Stephen Marks III 
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W&L Trustees: 
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Mr. Frederick E. Cooper ’ 
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parent, Tyler Lenczuk ’ 

Mr. Mark R. Eaker ’ 

Mr. J. Hagood Ellison, Jr. ’ 

Mr. J. Scott Fechnay ’ 
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Mr. J. Baker Gentry ’ 

Mr. Robert J. Grey, Jr. ’L 

Mr. Bernard C. Grigsby II ’ 

Mr. Peter C. Keefe ’ 

Mr. John D. Klinedinst ’, ’L 

Mr. Thomas N. McJunkin ’, ’L  

Mr. Harry J. Phillips, Jr. ’ 

Mr. Bennett L. Ross ’ 

Mr. Martin E. Stein, Jr. ’ 

Mr. Warren A. Stephens ’ 

Mr. Charles B. Tomm ’, ’L 

Mr. John W. Vardaman, Jr. ’ 

Mr. Thomas R. Wall IV ’  

Ms. Alston P. Watt ’ 

Mr. William M. Webster IV ’ 

Ms. Dallas H. Wilt ’ 

Mr. John A. Wolf ’, ’L 

Gifts from Emeritus  
W&L Trustees 
Mr. A.C. Hubbard, Jr. ’ 

Mr. S.L. Kopald ’ 

Mr. J. Hardin Marion ’, ’L 

Mr. J. Stephen Marks III ’ 
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Gifts from Alumni, 
Faculty, Staff, Parents, 
Community and Friends 
Anonymous 

Anonymous 

Mr. and Mrs. Michael L. Adelman, 

parent, Laura Adelman Philipson ’ 
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Dr. Michael R. Dubin ’ 
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parent of Stephanie Dultz ’ 
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Mr. Samuel B. Kuckley and Ms. 

Roberta M. Alpert 

Mr. Wilfred M. Kullman, Jr. ’ 
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Prof. and Mrs. David Novack 
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Dr. Scott Rickoff ’   

Mr. Murray Rippe ’ 

Mr. Douglas N. Robins ’ 

Ms. Joan Robins and Dr. Malcolm Cothran 

Mr. Mort M. Robins 
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/ Mr. Howard Rosenbloom 

’and Dr. Michelle Gelkin 

Mr. Herbert R. Rubenstein ’ 

Dr. James Sagner ’ 

Mr. Harvey B. Savitt ’L 

Hon. and Mrs. Elliot S. Schewel ’ 

Mrs. Helene P. Schewel 

Mr. Jonathan B. Schewel ’ 
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Mr. Jules R. Shaivitz ’ 
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Mr. Stephen J. Sweitzer ’ 
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Drs. Mitchell J. Wapner and 
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Michael White ’ 
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First Year Experience 
By Lev Raslin ’12 aka DJ Levitown 

Director’s Corner 
By Joan Robins 

It has been a wonderful and busy year at W&L Hillel. Our student 

leaders have organized a great variety of programs for everyone to enjoy. 

Whether it was discussing the impact of the Israeli elections, laugh­

ing so hard that our faces hurt during the Great Latke-Hamantashen 

Debate, participating in meaningful services, discussing human rights 

issues with visiting law professor Jeremy Sarkin, traveling to Israel on 

the birthright trip, reading names at a vigil for those who lost their lives 

in the Holocaust, or celebrating Passover at the huge community Seder, 

students were involved and enriched by their Hillel experience. 

Exciting news: fund raising is complete for our new Hillel House 

and construction is expected to begin in the fall. This beautiful 

building would not have been possible without the support of many 

alumni, parents, W&L Board of Trustees, and the local commu­

nity. We are deeply grateful to all of you for your generosity, time, 

and commitment. 

I would like to recognize the two graduating Co-Presidents, Hila 

Yashar and Julia Spieler for a job well done. We will miss both of you, 

and wish you the very best. We hope you will return for the Hillel 

House Dedication in the fall of 2010! We congratulate the recently 

elected Co-Presidents, Emily Martin and Stephanie Dultz. Emily is 

the third member of the Martin family to be Hillel president! Both 

Emily and Stephanie have shown amazing leadership skills, already 

planning new initiatives including an alternative Spring Break. I look 

forward to working with them next year. 

My name is Lev Raslin and I am a Russian-Jewish first-year, class 

of 2012, haiingl from Queens, NY. Coming to college is a life changing 

experience, but I was not ready for what was to come. At first, I felt 

a lot of skepticism and contempt for life here. I felt like I would not 

fit it, my style was not that of the other students, and I was definitely 

not used to the fraternity scene. Then I gave it a chance, and now I 

love it. 

Something that tremendously helped was my introduction to 

the Hillel at W & L. It definitely gave me a sense of home and I met 

a bunch of really cool people who I am glad to call my good friends; 

one became one of my best friends and fraternity brothers. Hillel has 

not only helped me develop a clearer sense of identity but has put 

me back in touch with my culture. Joan is a great Director of Hillel 

and has not only facilitated my activity within the organization but 

has also been very supportive of my personal endeavors as well as 

academics. I could not ask for a better set of peers and a mentor to 

work with. One of my most memorable moments in Hillel was our 

trip to Staunton. After a great dinner we went to go see “The Reader.” 

It was a very moving film and it helped to be able to have people to 

discuss it with on a more personal level. Interestingly, Bernard Schlink, 

the author of the novel on which the film was based, spoke at W&L 

several days later. 

Choosing a single word to encapsulate my experience at 

Washington and Lee and Hillel would not suffice, but ask me to tell 

you a story about any First Friday or outing and I would be glad to 

make you laugh and smile. 

Birthright Israel Trip 
By Brian Cherry ’11 

This past winter break, I, along with two other Jewish students, 

Hugo Clifford ’09 and Graham Sheridan ’11, traveled to Israel on the 

Taglit-Birthright Israel program. The trip provides Jewish students 

between the ages of 18–26 a free 10-day tour of Israel. Sponsored by 

Jewish philanthropists and the State of Israel, the program gave us the 

opportunity to travel around the entire country, staying in cities such 

as Tel-Aviv and Jerusalem, the Negev Desert in the South, and Tiberias, 

where our hotel overlooked the Sea of Galilee. Along with students 

from other universities on the East coast, we became engrossed in 

Israeli culture, interacting with soldiers in the Israeli Defense Forces, 

eating falafel and schwarma from street vendors, and praying in a 

Jerusalem synagogue on Shabbat. Additional highlights of the trip 

included the Old City and Western Wall in Jerusalem, Yad Vashem (a 

Holocaust memorial), the Dead Sea, and Massada, an ancient fortress 

atop a plateau in the Judean Desert. The trip was an incredible experi­

ence, and all three of us hope to return to Israel soon. 

Taglit Birthright Israel: Three students travelled to Israel over Winter Break: 

Graham Sheridan ’12, Brian Cherry ’12, and Hugo Clifford ’09 in the 

Negev Desert. 

® Donors 2009-2010 �
 
Gifts for Programming 
Anonymous 

Mr. and Mrs. Arnold M. Applefeld 

’ in memory of Bernard S. 

Steiner, Jr. ’, Allen L. Lipsett 

’, and Byron Berman ’ 

Mr. and Mrs. Lloyd Arkin, in 

honor of Warner Isaacs 

Mrs. Sylvia Armentraut 

Mr. and Mrs. Joel H. Bernstein ’ 

Mr. Robert Brenner ’ 

Ms. Mary Lyn Brittigan 

Dr. Edward A. Brown ’, in honor of his 

sons, Doug ’, past president, and 

Larry’, both founding members 

Prof. David and Beverly Bruck 

Mr. Charles C. Cahn ’ 

Mr. and Mrs. Irvin Caplan ’ 

Mr. Jay M. Caplan ’ 

Dr. Richard W. Cohen ’ 

Mr. Craig H. Coller ’ 

Mr. and Mrs. Alan Corwin ’ 

Dr. Malcolm Cothran and Joan Robins 

Ms. Carley Cowley ’ 

Mr. Benjamin Cummings ’, ’L 

Dean Hank Dobin and Bonnie Bernstein 

Dr. Mark R. Eaker ’, 

W&L Board of Trustees 

Mr. Daniel M. Einstein ’ 

Mr. Adam D. Elfenbein ’L 

Dr. Mimi Elrod 

Mr. H. Steven Epstein ’ 

Mr. James D. Farrar, Jr. ’ in memory 

of James D. Farrar ’ 

Mr. Matt Fink ’ 

Mr. James W. Fishel ’ 

Mr. Mark N. Fishman ’ 

Dr. Henry Fleishman ’ 

Mr. and Mrs. Stewart Fleming 

Prof. Marcia France 

Mr. and Mrs. Stephen H Friedlander ’ 

Mr. and Mrs. James Freund ’ 

Prof Art Goldsmith and Ms. Jan Kaufman 

Sam and Marion Golden Helping 

Hand Foundation 

Mr. Jeffrey S. Goldstein 

Prof. and Mrs. Joseph Goldsten 

Mr. and Mrs. Thomas E. Gottsegen ’ 

Mr. and Mrs. Barry A. Greene ’ 

Mr. Brian R. Greene ’L 

Mr. Robert J. Grey, Jr. ’L W&L 

Board of Trustees 

Prof. Mark and Sally Grunewald 

Mr. Thomas D Heldman ’ 

Mr. Charles M. Helzberg ’, through the 

Charles M. Helzberg Philanthropic 

Fund of the Jewish Community 

Foundation of Greater Kansas City 

Hillel: The Foundation for Jewish 

Campus Life, Soref Initiative 

for Emerging Campuses 

Mr. and Mrs. Donald S. Hillman ’ 

Mr. Albert C. Hubbard, Jr. ’, ’L, 

W&L Board of Trustees 

Mr. and Mrs. John A. Isaacs III ’ 

Mr. Warner A. Isaacs ’, 

Mr. and Mrs. Robert B. Jacobi ’, ’L 

Mr. Murray R. Jacobson ’ 

Drs. John and Julie Jennings 

Jewish Community Federation of Richmond 

Dr. Rachel Zloczover Jones ’ 

and Dr. Robert B. Jones 

Mr. and Mrs. David A. Kantor ’ 

Dr. and Mrs. Leon D. Katz ’ 

Prof. Art Goldsmith and Jan Kaufman 

Mr. and Mrs. Clifford H. Kern III ’ 

The Hon. Ronald Kessler ’ 

Mr. and Mrs. John D. Klinedinst ’, 

’L, W&L Board of Trustees 

Mr. S L Kopald, Jr. ’ 

Mr. Bruce S. Kramer ’ 

Mr. Wilfred M. Kullman, Jr. ’ 

Mr. Malcolm Lassman ’, ’L 

Mr. Ron Laupheimer ’ 

Mr. David A. Lehman ’ 

Mr. and Mrs. Bernard Levin ’ 

Mr. David Levinson ’ 

Hon. Laurence Levitan ’ 

Prof. Simon Levy 

Mr. and Mrs. Stephen F. Lichtenstein ’ 

Lynchburg Jewish Community Council 

Magdovitz Family Foundation 

Mr. Leslie A. Maister ’ 

Prof. Harvey Markowitz 

Prof. and Mrs. Richard Marks 

Mr. Paul Maslansky ’ 

Dr. Robert Maslansky ’ 

Mr. and Mrs. Andrew McCutcheon ’ 

Mr. and Mrs. Bruce A. Meyers ’ 

Ms. Cornelia Miller 

Mr. and Mrs. Mark E. Miller 

Mr. Stephen D. Miller ’ 

Mr. and Mrs. Stanley R. Mitchell ’ 

Mr. Philip Norwood ’, Rector 

Emeritus, W&L Board of Trustees 

Prof. and Mrs. David Novack 

Mr. and Mrs. Neil November ’ 

Mr. Gary S. Okin ’ 

Dr. and Mrs. Michael Okin ’ 

Mr. Jonathan H. Pakula ’ 

Mr. James N. Paradies ’ 

Mr. Ferdinand Phillips ’ 

Mr. Marc Randolph ’L 

Dr. and Mrs. Andrew M. Reibach ’ 

Mr. and Mrs. Kerry Reynolds ’ 

Dr. Scott Rickoff ’ 

Mr. and Mrs. Murray Rippe ’, in 

memory of Sol Morgan and in 

honor of Kent Braunstein 

Roanoke Jewish Community Council 

Mr. Mort Robins 

Mr. L. A. Rosenstock III ’ 

Mr. Stephen D. Rosenthal ’, ’L 

Mr. Bennett L. Ross ’ 

Mr. and Mrs. Stanley E.l Sacks ’ 

Dr. John M. Samet ’, in honor 

of Elliot Schewel ’ 

Mr. and Mrs. Mark H. Schaul ’ 

The Hon.and Mrs. Elliot Schewel ’ 

Mr. Jonathan B. Schewel ’ 

Mr. Marc A. Schewel ’ 

Mr. Ellis B. Schulist ’ 

Mr. and Mrs. Jules Shaivitz ’ 

Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Shapira ’, 

in honor of Max Shapira ’ 

Mr. Max Shapira ’ 

Mr. and Mrs. Bob Shapiro ’ 

Dr. Arthur B. Sher ’ 

Mr. and Mrs. Irving M. Shlesinger ’ 

Mr. Donald W. Sigmund ’ 

Mr. and Mrs. Leed Silverfi eld ’ 

Dr. and Mrs. Mervin F. Silverman ’ 

Dr. Robert A. Silverman ’ 

Mr. Sam Silverstein Jr.’ 

Mr. Howard R. Sklaroff ’ 

Mr. Hatton C. V. Smith, ’, 

W&L Board of Trustees 

Dr. and Mrs. Firth Spiegel ’ 

Rabbi and Mrs. Lane Steinger ’ 

continued on page 4 
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Recent Hillel Events 

T H E  S T A R  •  P A G E  2

The Great Latke-Hamantash Debate: Professors Marcia France, Ted Delaney, Suzanne 

Keen, and Art Goldsmith debated the merits of these two yummy Jewish treats. This year, the 

Hamantashen won! 

Hillel’s Reunion Reception honored the ZBT Class of 1959. Their 50th reunion 

leadership gift to the new Hillel House was over $1.1 million. 

Very Interesting Professors Series: Students discuss international 

human rights issues with Visiting Professor Jeremy Sarkin. 

Graduating senior officers Hila Yashar, Alex Flaster, and Julia Spieler 

receive certificates from Hillel. 

The recent Israeli election and its implications were discussed at a forum 

led by Graham Sheridan ’12 and Professor Zarakol. 

Passover: Over 100 people attended Hillel’s 

Community Seder. 

Hila Yashar ’09 receives an award for 

Celebrating Student Success. Hila served as 

Hillel Co-President and was active in many 

other organizations on campus. 

Leading the Passover Seder are Lev 

Raslin ’12 and Josh Posner ’12 

Holocaust survivor, George Salton, speaks with students after his 

talk at Rockbridge County High School. 

Hillel’s Yom Ha-Shoah service begins with the sounding 

of the shofar by Lev Raslin ’12. 
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WASHINGTON AND LEE HILLEL NEWSLETTER
Elrod University Commons, Lexington, VA 24450-2116 
http://hillel.wlu.edu robinsj@wlu.edu 
(540) 458-8443 Fax: (540) 458-8155 JUNE 2009 HILLEL 

Trustee Mark Eaker ’69 Inspires Fellow Trustees to Complete 

Fundraising for the New Hillel House
 

Mark Eaker ’69 and Dennis Cross, VP for University Advancement, 

and Joan Robins, Hillel Director celebrate the completion of the 

fund-raising for the new Hillel House. 

gift to challenge others to give 

an equal amount. Fellow Trustees 

responded immediately. In about 

60 minutes, Mark’s challenge was 

met, and the entire $470,000 was 

pledged! The Trustees were not 

only generous, but very enthu­

siastic in their support of the 

Hillel House. 

One hundred sixty five 

individuals or couples have 

supported the Hillel House, 

and made our achievement 

possible. Several of the support­

ers and the gifts committed on 

Friday evening helped meet the 

$500,000 challenge grant made last 

I have great news to share: fund rais-September by Don Childress, Rector of the 

ing for our new W&L Hillel House is Board of Trustees. Of the four million dollars 

complete! On Friday evening, May 8, the raised, $844,000.00 was given by non-Jewish 

Washington and Lee Board of Trustees made current and emeritusTrustees. 

final gifts to reach the goal of $4 million, Construction is expected to begin in 

which includes an endowment for long-September, with completion expected in 

term maintenance. the fall of 2010. Our fund raising can now 

On Thursday afternoon, May 7, we continue among alumni, parents and friends 

reported to the Campaign Cabinet that to build an endowment to support Hillel 

we were $470,000 short of our goal. The programming. We will recognize supporters 

Trustees and the University were pleased who make gifts during the upcoming construc­

with the progress and eager to complete tion phase with available naming opportuni­

the fund-raising as soon as possible so that ties in the building and on the donor plaque. 

we could break ground for the Hillel House The plaque honors commitments of $25,000 

on schedule in September. What followed or more. 

on Friday evening was truly remarkable. Thanks to all of you! I’m guessing that you 

Trustee Mark Eaker ’69 of Austin, Texas, are as thrilled as I am to know that our dream 

a previous supporter of the Hillel House, is now a reality. I can’t wait for the party! I 

decided to commit half—or $235,000— hope all of you will plan to be on campus for 

of the $470,000 needed. Mark wanted his the dedication in the fall of 2010. 

RELAY FOR LIFE 
By Josh Posner ’12 

Washington and Lee University’s 

first Relay for Life event was uncom­

monly successful for a first relay. We 

raised almost $15,000 to donate to 

the American Cancer Society! In addi­

tion, the ceremony for the survivors 

and the speeches by the survivors and 

Relay leaders were beautiful displays 

of support, strength and hope. It was 

also a lot of fun staying up all night 

and seeing how long everyone could 

relay. For such a small university, W&L 

really made a huge impact, and that is 

a wonderful achievement. 

Washington and Lee Hillel was 

one of the top fundraising teams, rais­

ing over $600. As a first year student, I 

was proud to form and lead the Hillel 

team. Students in Hillel as well as friends 

and family symbolically and financially 

supported the event. It was empowering 

to see such a bold effort against cancer. 

We all went to sleep about 7AM after the 

relay, and definitely slept comfortably 

that night (or day). 

Hillel students and friends had a 

memorable and rewarding experience 

performing tikkun olam at the first 

Relay for Life at W&L. Why wouldn’t 

we want to help repair and improve the 

world? We hope to have another Relay 

for Life next year! 

Washington and Lee Hillel 
Elrod University Commons 
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