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Plans are underway to -
build a new Center for
Jewish Life at W&L.
The Center will provide
our community not only
with a much needed
home but also a place for
students to explore what
it means to be Jewish.

At the February meet-
ing, the Washington and
Lee Board of Trustees
approved the Howard
House site for the new
Center. This site, on
Washington = Street, is
across and down the
street from Evans Hall. It
will be easily visible and
accessible both to people entering campus
(visitors, students) and to local residents.
Plans for the Center’s interior feature
a library, lounge and conference spaces
appropriate for studying and socializing,
kitchens, a large multipurpose room that
is flexible enough to be used for worship
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-Center for ]ew1sh Llfe Planned for W&L-

services, lectures, and other celebrations, and
offices for the current and planned Hillel
staff. The large multipurpose room will
include an ark and a Torah. We are especially
excited about the creation of a café on the
garden level, which will open to a terrace.

Holocaust Rememberance

Week: April 30 - May 5

I

ity

Holocaust survivor, Irene Zisblatt discussed her
experiences with students and community mem-
bers after her talk at Elrod Commons on May
3. She also spoke at Lylburn Downing Middle
School. Zisblatt was featured in "The Last
Days," an award winning documentary which
showed at the Commons Theater all week.
Holocaust Rememberance Week: Dean Watkins,
Arie George and students signed a scroll for
a victim of the Holocaust on May 2. A vigil
against oppression was held May 1 in front of
Lee Chapel.
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The campaign for the
Center for Jewish Life,
part of W&L's strate-
gic plan, is essential to
reinvigorate Jewish com-
munity life at W&L.
It will be a catalyst for
increasing Jewish enroll-
ment and activities to
a level that provides an
attractive and outstand-
ing college experience
for Jewish students,
and enriches the entire
University community.
We are beginning our
fundraising for this beau-
tiful new Center. If you

have questions, or want
to hear more, please con-
tact Dennis Cross, Vice President for
University Advancement, 540-458-8232,
or Joan Robins, Director of Hillel, 540-

458-8443. 9 2 .
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Dinner With the Ruscios
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First Fridays at Five

By Joel Katz 07

Recently, Hillel was invited to Lee House to eat dinner with President
and Mrs. Ruscio. The evening began with a special tour of the house,
which was given by Mrs. Ruscio. During the tour, Mrs. Ruscio showed
us several pieces of historic artwork and furniture, and told us about the
house’s unique history.

Following the tour, the meal commenced. We started things off by saying
the motzi and eating Joan's world-famous, homemade challah. During
dinner, President Ruscio proudly announced the exciting news that plans
are underway for the new Center for Jewish Life, and then answered sev-
eral questions regarding current issues on campus. The wonderful evening
concluded with a delicious desert, and a promise to do another Lee House
dinner again next year.

Myrs. Ruscio explains some unique artifacts in the Lee House.

Reunion 2007
By Kyle Harvey 08

Bob Maslansky 52

Kyle Harvey ‘08 honors B

at Hillel's Reunion i@
Reception. [

By Justine Dargahi 07

When I first called my mom and told her that I was going to be the
new service leader for First Fridays at Five her reaction was a mixture of
bewilderment, amazement, and pride. I had always been active in Temple
when I was younger but mostly because that was where my friends were
and they were all doing it also. Temple for me, like many kids in Boca
Raton, Florida, was a major part of my social outlet. However, going
away to college and becoming a very involved member of Hillel and
leading services was not something I expected would happen.

When I attended a Shabbat service as a prospective I instantly felt some-
thing different than I had ever found at my Temple at home. Services
at home were a chore and boring. Here there was a special feeling in
the room; a connection I had never felt before to the spiritual side of
Judaism. Two years later I was the person leading those services. I must
admit I was hesitant at first. I could not play the guitar, my singing voice
left much to be desired, and I was afraid of how my D’var Torah would
be received. However, I knew all the prayers and would attend all of
the services anyway so it did not take that much convincing from Joan
before I agreed to be the service leader.

For many of the services during my first year I asked Ben Goldsmith,
son of Professor Art Goldsmith and Jan Kaufman, to help me out by
playing the guitar. I had always associated the guitar with the chanting
of prayers during services and loved the tone it brought to services. I was
eventually permanently joined by Sheryl Silvers whose wonderful voice
spared those who attended the services from my less than stellar singing
voice. Sheryl’s voice brought a warm feeling to the room and we were
able to add additional songs to the services because of it.

The most interesting part has
been writing the monthly Dvar
comments. It has proved to be a
task that has really forced me to
think about life and how it can
relate to Judaism. Each month
I tried to relate the D'var to life
at W&L and I was shocked that
practically every Torah portion
was easily related our life within

On Friday May 2 Hillel held an Alumni Reception in honor of Dr. Bob Maslansky
’52. The reception was held in the Elrod Commons and had a great turnout of about
35 Alumni, several current Jewish students, and several Jewish members of the fac-
ulty. Tributes were given honoring Dr. Maslansky by Kyle Harvey '08 and Prof. Harlan
Beckley, both of whom highlighted Dr. Maslansky's mensch-like contributions to his
community as well as the W&L community. Dr. Maslanksy is the director of NYU's
Bellevue Addiction Rehabilitation Clinic and was a pioneer in the field of methadone
treatment as a substitute for heroin addiction. He works with W&L's Shepherd Poverty
Program during the summers and has a huge influence on those students who have par-
ticipated in the rehab clinic at Bellevue.

Alumni also had the opportunity to discuss plans for the Center for Jewish Life. Hillel
Director Joan Robins, Vice President for University Advancement Dennis Cross, Dean
Hank Dobin, and Faculty Advisor Simon Levy were on hand to answer questions and
offer comments. The Center for Jewish Life is going to be built on campus directly next to
Robert E. Lee Episcopal church. Currently, fund-raising efforts are in the early phases.

the W&L community.

It has been a fun and interesting two years leading
services. I have gotten to lead services in front of my
Jewish friends, my non-Jewish friends, my family,
members of the Lexington community, and two dif-
ferent presidents of the university. These are things
that I would not have gotten to experience anywhere
else and will be very fond memories for me as I look
back on my time at W&L. I would also like to thank
everyone who have attended the “First Fridays”
services for it truly is a community event that could
not be as wonderful as it is without those who come,
help, and participate.
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> Donors 2006-2007 =»
Anonymous Mr. and Mrs. Paul A. Garrett
Mr. Marc Ackerman ’91 Mr. and Mrs. William E. Gladstone ’52
Dr. Edward Adler 79 Prof Art Goldsmith and Ms. Jan Kaufman
Mr. and Mrs. Darrick H. Alford *00 Mr. Robert T. Goldenberg *45A, "49L
The Hon.H. Jay Altman 72 Sam and Marion Golden Helping Hand Foundation
Mr. Arnold M. Applefeld °56 Mr. Jeffrey S. Goldstein
Mrs. Sylvia Armentraut Prof. and Mrs. Joseph Goldsten
Dr. Richard W. Bank ’55 in honor of Paul Weinstein ’55 Profs Sasha Goluboff and Alan McRae
Mr. Andrew Noland Baur "66 (W&L Trustee) Mr. Julian H. Good, Jr. ’78
in honor of Warner Isaacs Mr. and Mrs. Barry A. Greene 64
Mr. and Mrs. Jack Benjamin *86 Mr. Brian R. Greene *94L
Mr. and Mrs. Joel H. Bernstein ’57 Mr. and Mrs. Stephen J. Greene *74
Beth El Congregation Mr. and Mrs. Leonard C. Greenebaum 56, *58L
Mr. John M. Blume ’54, ’56L Ms. Leah Greenberg ’05, past president
Mr. Frederick A. Brimberg 79 Mr. and Mrs. Andrew B. Greenman ’56
Dr. and Mrs. Sol G. Brotman 77 Mr. Louis C. Greentree 42
Dr. and Mrs. Scot Brower *70 The Hon. Hugh S. Glickstein ’53, "55L
Dr. Edward A. Brown ’62, in honor of his sons, Doug 92, Mr. and Mrs. Andrew B. Greenman ’56
past president, and Larry’94, both founding members Prof. Mark and Sally Grunewald
Prof. David and Beverly Bruck Prof. Louise Halper
Mr. Shepard Buckman *99 Mr. James C. Hayden 72
Mr. Charles C. Cahn ’70 Mr. Thomas D. Heldman *78
Mr. Andrew D. Cantor ’88 Mr. Charles M. Helzberg ’58, through the Charles M. Helzberg
Mr. and Mrs. Irvin Caplan 58 Philanthropic Fund of the Jewish Community Foundation of Greater
Mr. Jay M. Caplan *64 Kansas City
Dr. and Mrs. Alan G. Cohen 67 Hillel: The Foundation for Jewish Campus Life, Soref Initiative for
Mr. and Mrs. Nathaniel Cohen *64 Emerging Campuses
Dr. Richard W. Cohen ’60 Mr. Donald S. Hillman ’46, in honor of Joan Robins
Mr. Craig H. Coller 76 Mr. Albert C. Hubbard, Jr. ’59, ’62L, W&L Board of Trustees
Mr. Joel B. Cooper ’52 Mr. and Mrs. John A. Isaacs II1 ’53
Mr. Richard Coplan *64 Mr. Warner A. Isaacs 57
Mr. and Mrs. Alan Corwin ’62 Dr. Sidney Isenberg 42
Dr. Malcolm Cothran and Joan Robins Mr. and Mrs. Robert B. Jacobi ’53, *54L
Dr. and Mrs. Michael Cunningham Mr. and Mrs. Howard Jacobs ’58
Danville Jewish Welfare Fund Dr. and Mrs. Bill Jacobs *71
Mr. Jerome M. Dattel *62 Mr. Murray R. Jacobson ’66
Mr. Philip A. Davidson 87 Dis. John and Julie Jennings
Mr. Charles M. Davidson ’85 Jewish Community Federation of Richmond
Mr. David De Jong 75L Dr. Rachel Zloczover Jones 94 and Dr. Robert B. Jones
Dean Hank Dobin and Bonnie Bernstein Mr. and Mrs. David A. Kantor '73
Mr. Louis M. Dubin 84 Dr. and Mrs. Benjamin M. Kaplan 45
Dr. and Mrs. Michael Dubin ’56 Mr. Dave Kaplan ’99, in honor of Beta Theta Pi
Dr. Scott Dubit and Dr. Pat Schirmer Dr. M.Z. Kaplan ’36
Dr. Mark R. Eaker ’69, W&L Board of Trustees Dr. and Mrs. Leon D. Katz ’69
Mr. Adam D. Elfenbein *86L Prof. Art Goldsmith and Jan Kaufman
Dr. Mimi Elrod Mr. Paul J. Kennedy "84L
Mr. Steven Epstein *67 Mr. and Mrs. Clifford H. Kern II1 70
Mr. Noah M. Egorin *98 Mr. and Mrs. Neil S. Kessler *69
Mr. Daniel M. Einstein *83 The Hon. Ronald Kessler 69
Mr. H. Steven Epstein '67 Mr. and Mrs. John D. Klinedinst *71, *78L
Mr. Mark S. Evans *70 Mr. S L Kopald 43
Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Evans ’59 Dr. and Mrs. Melvyn J. Lapes ’65
Mr. James D. Farrar, Jr. ’74 in memory of James D. Farrar *49 Mr. Malcolm Lassman ’60, *63L
Mr. and Mrs. Alan K. Fendrich '74 Mr. Ron Laupeimer ’66
Mr. Matt Fink 04 Mr. Ian K. Leavy 97
Mr. James W. Fishel 39 Mr. Scot E. Lebensburger *72
Dr. Henry Fleishman ’70, and Mr. Alvin T. Fleishman 41 Mr. Jay Legum ’62
in memory of his parents, Mr. and Mrs. Nathan Fleishman Mr. David A. Lehman *99
Mr. and Mrs. Stewart Fleming Mr. Alan M. Le Vine 69
Prof. Marcia France Mr. Barry J. Levin ’68
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen H Friedlander 59 Mr. and Mrs. Bernard Levin 42
Mr. and Mrs. James Freund 62 Mr. and Mrs. Michael E. Levin *64
Mr. Jean S. Friedberg "41 Dr. and Mrs. Max Levine
Mr. David Friedfeld ’83 Hon. Laurence Levitan ’55
Mr. and Mrs. S.H. Galperin 53 Prof. Simon Levy
Mr. Brian L. Garr '77 CONTINUED ON PAGE 4
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Mr. and Mrs. Morris Lewis '83
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen E Lichtenstein ’53
Mr. and Mrs. Marc Lipman '73
Mr. Burton L. Litwin ’51
Mr. Mervin H. Luria 40
Mr. and Mrs. Neil Lutins 74
Lynchburg Jewish Community Council
Mr. and Mrs. Earl J. Magdovitz ’65
Prof. Harvey Markowitz
Prof. and Mrs. Richard Marks
Mr. and Mrs. J. Stephen Marks, 111’59,
in honor of Donald Sigmund ’59
Mr. Arnold P. Masinter 62
Mr. Paul Maslansky *54
Dr. Robert Maslansky *52
Mr. and Mrs. Andrew McCutcheon ’48
Mr. and Mirs. Oliver M. Mendell *50
Mr. Joseph Mendelsohn, II °52
Dr. Robert Mendelsohn 50
Mr. and Mrs. Bruce A. Meyers 70
The Hon. Alvin Yale Milberg ’54L
Ms. Cornelia Miller
Mr. and Mrs. Mark E. Miller
Dr. Frederick Mindel *66
Mr. and Mrs. Stanley E. Mitchell 43
Mr. Howard L. Mocerf ’68
Mr. Julian B. Mohr ’52
Mrs. Joyce Moore
Dr. and Mis. Jack A. Morgenstern *56
Mr. Kenneth B. Murov ’72
Mr. Paul A. Nathan 80
Mr. and Mrs. David Natkin *83L
Mr. Philip Norwood ’69, Rector, W&L Board of Trustees
Prof. and Mrs. David Novack
Mr. and Mrs. Neil November 48
Mr. Gary S. Okin 74
Dr. and Mrs. Michael Okin 76
Ms. Robin A. Okin 03
Mr. Jonathan H. Pakula *82
Mr. James N. Paradies '51
Mr. and Mrs. William B. Peard '76
Drs. Dawn and Tom Peck
Mr. Jerald Perlman *69
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen L. Philipson (both) 01
Mr. Donald C. Poppke 71
Mr. Marc Randolph 96L
Dr. and Mrs. Andrew M. Reibach ’87
Mr. and Mrs. Kerry Reynolds *62
Dr. and Mrs. Scott Rickoff 73

in honor of Kent Braunstein
Roanoke Jewish Community Council

Mr. Mort Robins
Mr. Barnett Robinson, Jr.’50,
in memory of Robert (Ruffy) Silverstein *50
Mr. Bennett L. Ross ’83
Mr. and Mrs. Howard Rubel ’78
Mr. Herb Rubenstein *74
Mr. Gregory D. Russell ’88
Mr. and Mrs. Stanley E.l Sacks *44
Dr. James S. Sagner ’62
Dr. John M. Samet ’64, in honor of Elliot Schewel *45
Mr. Steve Sandler 70
Mr. Harvey B. Savitt "68L
Mr. and Mrs. Mark H. Schaul ’53
Dr. Chester Schept 38
The Hon.and Mrs. Elliot Schewel 45

Mr. and Mrs. Murray Rippe 39, in memory of Sol Morgan and

Dr. Douglas N. Robins ’65 in memory of William J. Rubin 65

Mr. Jonathan B. Schewel "80
Mr. Marc A. Schewel *69
Mr. Ellis B. Schulist ’53
Prof and Mrs. Fred Schwab
Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Shapira '96, in honor of Max Shapira 65
Mr. Max Shapira ’65
Mt. and Mrs. Leonard A. Shapiro, in honor of Judge Paul Weinstein ’55
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Sharlin ’61
Mr. and Mirs. Jules Shaivitz ’50
Dr. Arthur B. Sher ’65
Mr. and Mrs. Irving M. Shlessinger 51
Mr. and Mrs. Dane A. Shrallow ’68
Dr. and Mrs. Robert A. Silverman 73
Mr. and Mrs. Philip J. Silverstein *46
Mr. Sam Silverstein *49L
Mr. and Mrs. James A. Skinner I1I ’84
Mr. Jerald H. Sklar ’59
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald Sklar *70
Mr. and Mrs. James A. Skinner IIT 84
Mr. Howard R. Sklaroff *77
Mr. and Mrs. R. Harrison Smith 111’02 (Graham Frankel '02) past president
Mr. Hatton C. V. Smith, 73, W&L Board of Trustees
Mr. Jared D. ’95 and Francie ’95 Spahn
Dr. and Mis. Firth Spiegel 61
Mr. Burton B. Staniar ’64, W&L Board of Trustees
Rabbi and Mrs. Lane B. Steinger * 68
Mr. and Mrs. Paul S. Sugar ’70
Mr. J. Frank Surface, Jr. ’60
Mr. and Mrs. Michael D. Sussman ’63
Ms. Betty Taylor
Mr. Charles G. Thalhimer ’41, in memory of William Abeloff ’57
Mr. Charlie Tomm, ’68, *75L, W&L Board of Trustees
Profs. Matthew Tuchler and Beth Belmont
VMI
Mr. and Mrs. John W. Vardaman, Jr. 62, W&L Board of Trustees
Mr. Arnold Vedlitz 68
The Hon. Sol Wachtler ’51
Drs. Mitch Wapner and Cindy Downes
Mr. Leon J. Warms 42 in honor of the great class of ’42A
Washington and Lee Office of Religious Life
Ms. Alston P. Watt ’89, W&L Board of Trustees
The Hon. and Mrs. Paul H Weinstein ’55, in honor two
50th anniversaries: Bobbie and Leonard Greenbaum ’56, ’58L,
and Barbara and Larry Levitan ’55
Mr. Peter A. Weissman 96
Mr. Phillip Welch and Ms. Cindy Atkins
Mr. and Mis. Eric D. White *74
Mr. Samuel White *50L
Mr. Reiss F. Wilks "90
Mrs. Anne Farrar Willett, in memory of her husband, James Farrar *49
Mr. and Mrs. David J. Wise *32
Mr. J.E. Wise ’53
Mr. Jeremy Wise
Mr. Christopher Wolf ’80L
Mr. and Mrs.Dave Wolf ’51
Mr. and Mrs. John A. Wolf ’69A, *72L, W&L Board of Trustees
Mr. and Mrs. John M. Zamoiski *74

To SUSTAIN W&L HILLEL: $1000 OR MORE

Anonymous
Mr. John Blume 54, ’56L
Mr. and Mrs. Alan Corwin ’62

Mr. Louis M. Dubin 84

Mr. Mark R. Eaker ’69, W&L Board of Trustees
Mr. Daniel M. Einstein ’83, in honor of Betty Taylor
Mr. Jorge Estrada 69, W&L Board of Trustees

Mr. J. Scott Fechnay °69, W&L Board of Trustees




Mr. David Friedfeld ’83
Mr. Stephen H. Friedlander ’59
Sam and Marion Golden Helping Hand Foundation
Drs. Mark L. and Eva M. Horn
Mr. Warner A. Isaacs ’57
Mr. and Mrs. David Kantor 73
Mr. and Mrs. Malcolm Lassman *60A, *63L
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Levin ’64
The Hon. Laurence Levitan ’55
Mr. Paul Marc Maslansky *54
Mr. and Mrs. Oliver Mendell >50
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Philipson, both ’01
Jewish Community Federation of Richmond
Mr. and Mrs. Art Sandler
Mr. and Mrs. Steve Sandler *70
The Hon. and Mrs. Elliot Schewel 45
Mr. Richard S. Sharlin 61
Mzt. and Mrs. Ron Sklar *70, in honor of ZBT class of 1970
Mr. Burton Staniar, ’64, W&L Board of Trustees
Mr. Charles G. Thalhimer 41
Mr. Charlie Tomm ’68, >75L, W&L Board of Trustees
The Hon. and Mrs. Paul A. Weinstein ’55
Mr. Eric D. White 74
Mr. Sam White >50L
Mr. Christopher Wolf ’80L
Mzr. and Mrs. John Anthony Wolf °69, *72L, W&L Board of Trustees
Mr. John M. Zamoiski *74

WE&L PARENTS AND GRANDPARENTS

Mr. and Mrs. Paul D. Anderson
Mr. and Mirs. Steven Bender
Mr. and Mrs. Carl Berenholtz (VMI)
Ms. Devra G. Berkowitz (VMI)
Mrs. Maxim Brettler, in honor of Jessica Berenyi and Family
Mr. Richard Burpee and Ms. Beatrice Kertesz
Mr. and Mrs. Jerry L. Cowley
Mr. and Mrs. Ardavan Dargahi
Mr. and Mirs. Billy C. Diehl (Jarrod Cartwright, VMI)
Dr. and Mrs. Steven P. Dultz
Mr. and Mrs. Frank M. Feibelman
Dr. and Mirs. Alan Fink, parents, Matt Fink *04
Mr. Robert Friedland (VMI)
Mr. Oscar Gonzales and Ms. Jodi Siegal
Mrs. Catherine Greenberg
Mr. and Mrs. Jonathan Harvey
Drs. Mark and Eva Horn
Mr. and Mrs. Richard S. Kampf
Dr. and Mrs. Alan J. Katz
Mr. and Mrs. David Kesselman
Mr. Samuel B. Kuckley and Ms. Roberta M. Alpert
Ms. Barbara Lehman
Mr. and Mrs. Jay Levin
Mr. Robert Levine (grandfather, Carly Cowley *07)
Dr. and Mrs. Seth Levrant (VMI)
Mr. and Mrs. Morris Lewis *83
Ms. Marsha G. Madorsky (mother, Whitney Rothstein *08)
Dr. and Mrs. Jack Martin
Mr. Melvyn B. Mason
Mr. and Mrs. Scott Mason
Ms. Marcy C. Panzer and Mr. Manny D. Pokotilow; parents of Douglas Panzer *98
Mr. and Mrs. Michael B. Prell
Mr. and Mrs. Joel M. Rockoff
Mr. and Mrs. Howard Rubel 78
Ms. Jill Thomas Rubenstein
Mr. and Mrs. Art Sandler
Dr. and Mrs. Richard M. Schwartstein
Mr. and Mrs. Joel Segall
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Mr. and Mrs. Steven D. Silvers
Dr. Eric L. Spieler
Mr. Melvin Thomas (Grandfather, Tara Rubenstein *08)

Mr. and Mrs. Alexander Vilenchik

Mr. and Mrs. Eric White 74

Mr. Sam White *50L

Mr. and Mrs. Igor Yudovich

Mr. and Mrs. John M. Zimmerman

SPONSORS OF ’05 — 06 HILLEL EVENTS

Mr. and Mrs. Alan M. Corwin: “Very Interesting Professors” lunch
Mr. Alvin T. Fleishman *41: “Very Interesting Professors” lunch
Mr. and Mrs. James Freund *62: “Very Interesting Professors” lunch
Mr. David Friedfeld ’83: Holocaust Remembrance Week
Dr. Mark and Eva Horn: Speakers
Mr. Warner Isaacs ’57: Holocaust Remembrance Week
Dr. and Mrs. William Jacobs *71: “Very Interesting Professors” lunch
Mr. and Mrs. David Alan Kantor *73: Jewish Student Recruitment
Mz. and Mrs. Malcolm Lassman ’60 *63L: “Very Interesting Professors”
Series for 07 - 08
M. Paul Marc Maslansky ’54: Recruitment of Jewish Students to W&L
Dr. Robert Maslansky ’52: Recruitment of Jewish Students to W&L,
and Speakers
Ms. Marcy C. Panzer and Mr. Manny D. Pokotilow: “Very Interesting
Professors” lunch in honor of Douglas Panzer’s graduation from
Washington College of Law—American University
Mr. Leon J. Warms *42: 2 “Very Interesting Professors” lunches
M. Samuel I White >50L: High Holy Days
Mr. John Zamoiski *74: Reunion Weekend

Jew Crew ’07-08

Co-Presidents: Whitney Rothstein 08, Arie George "08
Co-VPs: Audrey Horn ’08, Seth Feibelman ’08
Co-Secretaries: Julie Speiler 09, Stephanie Dultz "10

VP Chairs:

Shabbat and Holidays: Hila Yashar *09

New Students: Alex Burpee "08

Community Service: Dima Slavin ’09

Publicity: John Ackerman 10

Diversity: Emily Martin 10

VIP/Speakers: Adam Hockensmith 08

Social: Tara Rubenstein 08

Alumni Liason: Alex Flaster 09, Kyle Harvey 08
Education: Adam Lewis '10
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I recently returned from my second organized trip to Israel; both
occurred during my years at Washington and Lee. The first was after
my freshman year when I went on a birthright trip. The second was
over winter break, when I participated in a ten-day humanitarian
mission, Acharai La'tzafon, (Leading Up North) to help rebuild cities
that had been most devastated by the
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Leading Up North: 12/26/06 — 1/5/07 K&z RELZY]Z I 4

JNF volunteers were on call 24 hours a day to put out these fires that
had the potential to destroy huge amounts of forestation. The under-
brush is what fuels these fires, and our job was to clear the pruned
“branches” (they were more like whole trees) to prevent a fire from

spreading after a rocket hit.

war last summer. Funded by the Lynn
Schusterman Family Foundation, the
mission involved painting bomb shel-
ters, clearing brush in the forest,
donating blood, and working with
local community members.

The first few days of our trip were
spent in the villages of Horfesh and
Carmiel painting bomb shelters.
Horfesh is a Druiz village in which
98% of the people refused to evacuate

last summer. That meant most resi-
dents spent about 45 days in gloomy,
dirty bomb shelters that weren’t well
ventilated-- very depressing places in
which to live. Thanks to donations
from North America after the war, air
conditioners were installed in many
of the shelters. Our group of 550
volunteers painted about 3.5 kilometers of wall. The air condition-
ing, combined with the colorful murals, will provide a much more
pleasant experience, especially for children, if the bomb shelters are
needed again. Many Israelis told us that they expect to be targeted
again in the near future.

For two days we aided the Jewish National Fund (JNE) clearing
brush from the forests. Thousands of Keytusha rockets fell during
the war, and fortunately most of them landed in the forests and not
on houses. However, each time a rocked landed it started a fire, and

On March 23, Hillel was welcomed for
Shabbat dinner at the home of Dean
Dobin and Ms. Bernstein. The night was
very relaxing and many good conversations
took place over the dinner table. When
asked about his experiences at Princeton,
Dean Dobin talked about his love of
teaching Shakespeare, and the similarities
between W&L and Princeton. He also
told us about the new Freshman seminars
which will be taught during Spring Term,
including one on Shakespeare which he
will teach. Ms. Bernstein will also teach a
seminar on using a printing press.

As we looked forward to Passover, some

Painting a colorful mural in a bomb shelter in
Northern Israel—Carly's group of 550 volunteers
painted 3.5 kilometers of wall.

e000000000000000000000000 0000

I've always known that there are Jews
in America, Israel, and other coun-
tries around the world, but it was
amazing for me to experience first-
hand Judaism’s international identity.
On my bus alone there were people
from seven different countries; our
common thread was a Jewish identity
and support for Israel. I was struck
by how so many different cultures
can be tied through a common bond
of Judaism.

My group had many discussions
about charity, giving, and physical
labor. Over 3000 people applied for

this mission, and everyone I met was

excited to have the opportunity to
help. We all felt somewhat helpless,
however, because we could make
only small contributions. We wondered if sending a check would
have been more useful to the people of Israel. But we came to under-
stand that the effort and commitment of over 500 volunteers didn’t
go unnoticed. For me, the realization that we were appreciated came
when people thanked us just for being there. Our willingness to do
whatever we could to help was the legacy we left behind in Israel. We
were given a rare glimpse into what it is like to live in a place that
is so threatened all the time. It was a powerful experience and I am
thankful to have been a part of such an amazing trip.

Shabbat Diner at the Dobin/Bernstein’s P3z27/ W7 727788 1/,

Hillel members talked about their own
family Passover traditions. Whitney
Rothstein told us about her very large fam-
ily all uniting for the Seder at her home in
Florida. In addition to cooking all of the
family’s favorite recipes, her mother moves
all of the furniture to the top floor of the
house to make room for tables to seat 100
family members! And when the door is
opened for Elijah, some of the uncles dress
as cartoon characters, scaring and delight-
ing the smallest children.

Bonnie Bernstein lights the candles before a delicious The food was delicious and we all wel-
Shabbat dinner. Also pictured is Bonnie's husband,
Dean Hank Dobin and Adam Schapiro "08.

comed the break from the dining hall that
night.




Very Interesting

Professors

By Joan Robins

In January, Alan Corwin ’62, while on campus
for the Institute of Honor, showed slides of his
art collection titled “Biblical

Images” during lunch at the
Students,
faculty, staff and administra-
tors viewed beautiful prints
and sculptures, including
important pieces by Agam,
Chagall, Ben Shahn, Shlomo
Katz, and Simon Kogan.
Alan has generously made

Morris  House.
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Mike Walsh was our February “Very Interesting
Professor.” Prior to his current appointment as a
major gifts officer, Mike served as W&Ds athletic
director for 17 years. A life-long participant and
observer in the American sports scene, Mike
told us about some of the “characters” who have
dominated the sports landscape. He said that
Jewish athletes and contributors to the world
of sport have always been among the most sig-
nificant and accomplished
in their fields. From lesser
known Lipman Pike, the
first paid professional base-
ball player in 1866 to more
well-known Sandy Koufax,
the greatest left-handed
pitcher of all time, Jewish
athletes have been influen-
tial in handball, fencing,

plans to donate this won-
derful collection to the new
Center for Jewish Life. At
the end of the talk, Alan
presented an Agam mezuzah and his interesting
dreidel collection to Hillel, for display in the new
Center. Thank you, Alan, for your deep interest
and support of W&L Hillel!

Mike Walsh talks to studetns about
Famous Jewish athletes.

e000000000000000000000000 0000

figure skating, baseball, bas-
ketball and football.

The Novacks
guests in March, and Irene Zisblatt, Holocaust
survivor, was our guest in May. Please see those
stories elsewhere in the newsletter.

were  our

David and Lesley Novack Fund

By Joan Robins

Hillel students and I gathered for dinner in
March with Professors David and Lesley Novack
to hear details about their newly established
fund. Titled the David and Lesley Novack Fund
for Jewish Social Responsibility, it was established
with a gift from David’s brother, Ken Novack.
The fund is permanently endowed, providing
funds to allow students involved in Hillel to serve
needy residents and children in Lexington and

Rockbridge County.

The Novacks talked about their long tradition of
helping needy children in the Rockbridge County
area. They have provided clothing and other sup-
plies, usually anonymously, to children identified
by their teachers. It is the Novacks™ intention to
add to the fund each year, and the University also
welcomes additions by other donors.

David Novack joined the faculty at Washington
and Lee University in 1976, as a member of the
Department of Sociology and Anthropology,
where he has taught for more than thirty years,
rising to the rank of Professor and depart-
ment head. He attended the University of
Massachusetts and received his Ph.D. from New

York University. Lesley joined the faculty of
Mary Baldwin College in 1986, and has con-
tinued to teach at the College since that time.
She also has attained the rank of Professor and
was the chair of her department Lesley is also
a graduate of the University of Massachusetts
at Ambherst and is the recipient of two Master’s
Degrees, from New York University and the
University of Virginia. She also received the
Ph.D. in Psychology from the University of
Virginia.

Lesley and David have been involved with
Hillel for many years and wanted to provide
support for Hillel students in this community
service. They would like to remain anonymous
as the fund is allocated—the recipients of this
fund will know that their gifts came from
W&L Hillel.

We are deeply grateful to all three Novacks for
this very generous, worthwhile gift. They truly
embody the act of tzedakah by supporting
Hillel and the community. We look forward to
working with the Novacks as they help us in
our allocation of the fund each year.

Passover Seder: Over 150 people attended
Hillel's Community Seder at Evans, includ-
ing 100 students. Jewish students brought
their non-Jewish friends. Leaders were Justine
Dargahi 07, lara Rubenstein 08, Julia
Spieler 09 and Whitney Rothstein 08.
Students enjoyed real Nova lox and bagels dur-
ing exam study break, sent from NY by Sam
Kuckley and Roberta Alpert.
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Prof. Richard Marks
Prof. David Novack
Michael Okin, MD *76
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Betty Taylor
Mitch Wapner
Hon Paul Weinstein *55
Eric White 74 (parent)
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