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Birthright Israel By Dinah Danforth ’10 
Deciding to go to Israel was not a hard 
decision for me. Growing up with a moth­
er who has lived in Israel at three differ­
ent points in her life, I always assumed it 
was something I would do eventually. So 
when I heard about the Taglit – Birthright 
Israel trip, I knew it would be an amazing 
opportunity for me to finally go. However, 
despite the ten hour plane ride from JFK, 
the excitement of meeting the 39 other 
Jewish students from across the country, 
the Hebrew signs lining the streets, and 
a late night walk on a beach along the 
Mediterranean Sea, I still felt like I could 
have been on vacation in the United 
States. 

Dinah Danforth ’10 and friends, in 
Tsfat, a town overlooking the Galilee 
Mountains. 

I didn’t really realize that I was in Israel 
until the third day, when we visited Tsfat, 
a small village in the middle of the Galilee 
Mountains. Walking on the cobblestone 

How can we know if we are making 

Director’s Corner 
pathways in narrow alleyways, seeing 

progress in building Jewish communityTorahs that were hundreds of years old, not like being a tourist in any other country. 
at Washington and Lee University? Weand eating falafel in a clearing near the From being accompanied for five days by have reversed declining Jewish enroll-edge of the city, I finally realized that I was our several Israeli soldier “hevre” (friends), ment, drawn Jewish alumni back to their 

in Israel. to bargaining in the Machne Yehuda market alma mater, engaged the Lexington Jewish
in Jerusalem, I found an amazing sense of community, and awakened greater appre-From that point, the trip began to really belonging and similarity to the Israelis. Also, ciation on the campus for the value of ashow me what Israel was like as opposed doing the things my ancestors and Jewish strong Jewish presence at W&L. This feelsto just being another vacation. We didn’t community members had done – hiking like progress to me! learn just about Jewish culture and his- This resurgence of Jewish life can Masada to see the sunrise, floating in thetory, however. Committed to the Jewish be seen all over campus. Hillel today is aDead Sea, and praying at the Kotel – gave values of accepting and embracing other lively organization, as you can see fromme a further sense of connection to other cultures, we spent time in a Druze village the articles in this newsletter. We can beJews. While I’ve never felt ostracized from and a Bedouin desert resort, in both places proud of the Jewish life our students aremy religion, or even felt any negative effects eating traditional food, conversing with creating. of being in the minority, being in Israel made If you would like to see evidence natives, and participating in rituals. me realize what it would be like to live in a of just how hopeful and promising the

Throughout the trip, our leaders contin- community of Jews. It made me appreciate Jewish future is at W&L, then please
ued to ask us whether we felt like tourists. Judaism and realize the influence it has in accept this personal invitation to visit us
Through the first few days, I answered who I am. I finally realized that I will never so that you can see tomorrow’s leaders at 
“yes” without hesitation. But as the trip be a tourist in Israel; I will always be wel­ work. Our students are doing incredible 
went on, I realized that visiting Israel was comed home to a place I belong. things. 
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We have raised $750,000 to date for the Center for Jewish Life, from 27 
individuals or couples. In addition, we have two $100,000 planned gifts 
that will benefit Hillel programming. There is great enthusiasm and very 
positive response to the Center from alumni, parents, and the local Jewish 
community. — Joan 

The prospect of a Center for Jewish Life has created palpable excite­
ment on campus, and I fully share that excitement. But I also have to 
remind myself, as we search for ways to make that prospect a reality, 
not to focus exclusively on the building. Sure, the building is impor­
tant; in fact, it is critical as we move forward in making Jewish life an 
integral part of the Washington and Lee community, both quantita­
tively and qualitatively. But I am confident that alumni, parents and 
friends will step forward to make the building a reality. In the mean­
time, we continue to work to make Jewish life on campus a vital part 

Michael Chabon Speaks 
at W&L 
By Arie George ’08 
This term, Michael Chabon, the acclaimed author of The Amazing 
Adventures of Kavalier and Clay, spoke at Washington and Lee. The 
event was co-sponsored by Hillel, the Glasgow Endowment, and by 
generous donations from the parents of some of our current Jewish 
students. 

A few Hillel students and W&L faculty thoroughly enjoyed getting 
to know Chabon at dinner before his talk. He discussed his develop­
ment as a writer and some of the experiences in his life that led him to 
become the writer he is today. He also spoke about the events that led 
to the writing of his latest novel, The Yiddish Policeman’s Union. 

We had one of the largest audiences ever for a Hillel event. Chabon’s 
speech was very well received by the audience and campus was buzzing 
for weeks after he left. This was a great event and we were very pleased 
to be able to bring such a wonderful speaker to campus. 

Audrey Horn ’08 Hillel Co-VP and English major, greets 
Michael Chabon at the book-signing after his talk on October 4th. 

of the Washington and Lee experience today. The “we,” of course, is 
really Joan and the Hillel students. The beneficiaries, however, are the 
campus as a whole. At the most recent Hillel Board meeting, we heard 
from Jewish students about their lives, not just their Hillel activi­
ties but the full range of their participation in Washington and Lee 
programs. They hold leadership positions in student government, in 
fraternities and sororities, and they are active in inter-collegiate athlet­
ics and community service. And that’s the point--they are Jewish “life” 
on campus. They are a vital part of Washington and Lee in all respects, 
not merely as Jewish students or Hillel members. The numbers are still 
small, and that’s where the building can help most, but in the end we 
need to keep in mind it’s really about “life.” 

Mark Grunewald
Chair, Hillel Advisory Board 

The Center for Jewish Life 

Email-a-thon: students help recruit Jewish 
students to W&L 
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Very Interesting Professors 

Hello, my name is Adam Hockensmith, and I am the Hillel Vice-
President for the VIP (Very Interesting Professors) Luncheon series. 
My job is to find interesting professors or other speakers to come and 
speak to Hillel students about topics in Judaism or ones relevant to 
Jewish life and affairs. 

So far this year, we have had two VIP speakers come and speak on 
rather different topics. In the month of September, Dana Ragosin, the 
Israeli Emissary of Richmond, came to campus to speak about Israeli 
affairs in a talk informally titled “Israel: 101.” We had a wonderful 
lunch at the Sheridan Livery, where Dana discussed her life as an 
Israeli, her role as the Emissary of Richmond, and additional topics 
from media coverage in Israel to the birthright Israel program. 

The second speaker, Professor Mohammed Kamara from the 
Department of Romance Languages, spoke about Islamic holidays, 
his life as an American Muslim, and his experiences growing up in 
Sierra Leone. His talk provided a great cross-cultural perspective and 
understanding on Islam, and illustrated for Hillel students some of 
the similarities and differences between Islamic and Jewish holidays. 
Moreover, Professor Kamara’s description of his childhood in Sierra 
Leone was very captivating, and provided great food for thought over 
lunch at the Livery. 

Very Interesting Professors luncheon, featuring Prof Kamara 

Students shopped for a local child with funds from 
the Novack Fund. 

By Adam Hockensmith ’08 

Community Service 

By Graham Sheridan ’11 
A few weeks ago a couple other Hillel officers and I went to Wal-
Mart to purchase clothes for a local child. It was a mission created 
by the Novak Fund. 

The Novak fund is an endowment created so that Hillel may help 
people in the Lexington and Rockbridge area. A system is in place 
for people to recommend to Hillel who is in need of Novak Fund 
assistance. If it is decided that they are indeed a person who could 
benefit from Novak Fund, such as the local child, action is taken. 

In this case, we bought school clothes for a kindergarten girl who 
probably would not have had decent school clothes otherwise 
because of her economic situation and unstable family. Arie, 
Whitney, and I got her several outfits that can be mixed and 
matched, shoes, pajamas, and warm items for winter. 
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Shalom from the Co-Presidents 

By Arie George ’08 and 

Whitney Rothstein ’08
 
Shalom! As first semester is wrapping up, we wanted to take a 
moment and share with you some of the amazing things that 
Hillel has done so far this year! As part of getting to know the 
Jewish freshmen, Hillel kicked off the year with a number of 
welcome back activities such as: a bagel brunch during ori­
entation week, a trip to the Safari park, trips to Roanoke for 
High Holiday services, and our annual Break the Fast in Evans 
Dining Hall. In honor of Sukkot, a few of our students helped 
to build a Sukkah on campus, and we invited the entire campus 
community to come and join us for “Pizza in the Hut.” 

We were honored to have both President Ruscio and Dean 
Dobin attend September’s “First Fridays at Five” service 
and dinner. It is a treasured tradition at Hillel to invite the 
President of the University to the first Shabbat service of the 
year. We also had a great turnout to our Shabbat service over 
Parents’ Weekend. We always love the opportunity to show 
parents what a thriving organization we are on campus. 

Looking forward to the rest of the semester, we have our annual 
Hanukkah party and finals study break in December. With 
such a great start to the year, this is bound to be another great 
year for Hillel at Washington and Lee. 

A Word From the Lexington 
Jewish Community 

I am the father of three children, the youngest being twelve years 
old. 

Until this year, we had to drive about an hour each way to Roanoke 
or Staunton for Hebrew School/Sunday School. This year has been 
wonderful, with the start of a Hillel sponsored Hebrew School at 
W&L. Thanks to the efforts of an Israeli W&L student and a par­
ent from the Lexington community, our children are learning to 
read, write, and speak Hebrew as well as Jewish history, customs, 
and culture. 

Rather than holding class in whatever space we can find, we eagerly 
anticipate having a home for our new Hebrew School at W&L once 
the Center for Jewish Life is constructed. 

We are excited about how much significance the Center will have for 
our Jewish community (on and off campus) and for the Lexington 
community at large. Thank you for your support !

Mitch Wapner

Parents’ Weekend: We enjoyed meeting so many families 

during the Sunday morning bagel brunch and First Fridays 


at Five Shabbat services. 


Advisory Board 
’07-’08 

Prof. Mark Grunewald, Chair
 
Joan Robins, Director
 

Mary Feibelman (parent)
 
Prof. Marcia France
 

Jan Kaufman
 
Prof. Barry Kolman
 

Prof . Simon Levy, Advisor
 
Prof. Richard Marks
 
Prof. David Novack
 

Michael Okin, MD ’76 

Steve Sandler ’70
 
Marc Schewel ’69 


Betty Taylor
 
Mitch Wapner
 

Hon. Paul Weinstein ’55
 
Eric White ’74 (parent)
 

T H E  S T  A R  •  P  A  G E  3

Sam and Marion Golden Helping Hand Foundation 
Mr. Jeffrey S. Goldstein 

Prof. and Mrs. Joseph Goldsten 
Profs Sasha Goluboff and Alan McRae 

Mr. Julian H. Good, Jr. ’78 
Mr. and Mrs. Barry A. Greene ’64 

Mr. and Mrs. Leonard C. Greenebaum ’56, ’58L 
Ms. Leah Greenberg ’05, past president 

Mr. Louis C. Greentree ’42 
Mr. and Mrs. Andrew B. Greenman ’56 

Prof. Mark and Sally Grunewald 
Prof. Louise Halper 

Mr. Charles M. Helzberg ’58, through the Charles M. Helzberg 
Philanthropic Fund of the Jewish Community Foundation of 

Greater Kansas City 
Hillel: The Foundation for Jewish Campus Life, Soref Initiative 

for Emerging Campuses 
Mr. Donald S. Hillman ’46 

Mr. Albert C. Hubbard, Jr. ’59, ’62L, W&L Board of Trustees 
Mr. and Mrs. John A. Isaacs III ’53 

Mr. Warner A. Isaacs ’57, in honor of Mr. and Mrs. 
Stanley Atlas’ birthday 
Dr. Sidney Isenberg ’42 

Mr. and Mrs. Robert B. Jacobi ’53, ’54L 
Mr. and Mrs. Howard Jacobs ’58 

Dr. and Mrs. Bill Jacobs ’71 
Mr. Murray R. Jacobson ’66 
Drs. John and Julie Jennings 

Jewish Community Federation of Richmond 
Dr. Rachel Zloczover Jones ’94 and Dr. Robert B. Jones 

Prof and Mrs. James Kahn 
Mr. and Mrs. David A. Kantor ’73 

Dr. and Mrs. Benjamin M. Kaplan ’45 
Dr. and Mrs. Leon D. Katz ’69 

Prof. Art Goldsmith and Jan Kaufman 
Mr. and Mrs. Clifford H. Kern III ’70 

The Hon. Ronald Kessler ’69 
Mr. and Mrs. John D. Klinedinst ’71, ’78L 

Mr. S L Kopald ’43 
Dr. and Mrs. William Landes 

Dr. and Mrs. Melvyn J. Lapes ’65 
Mr. Malcolm Lassman ’60, ’63L 

Mr. Ron Laupeimer ’66 
Mr. Jay Legum ’62, in honor of Nick Cohen ’64 

Mr. David A. Lehman ’99 
Mr. Alan M. Le Vine ’69 

Mr. Barry J. Levin ’68 
Mr. and Mrs. Bernard Levin ’42 

Mr. and Mrs. Michael E. Levin ’64 
Hon. Laurence Levitan ’55 

Prof. Simon Levy 
Mr. and Mrs. Morris Lewis ’83 

Mr. and Mrs. Stephen F. Lichtenstein ’53 
Mr. and Mrs. Marc Lipman ’73 

Lynchburg Jewish Community Council 
Mr. and Mrs. Earl J. Magdovitz ’65 

Prof. Harvey Markowitz 

Anonymous 
Mr. Marc Ackerman ’91 

Mr. and Mrs. Darrick H. Alford ’00 
Mr. and Mrs. Lloyd Arkin, in honor of Warner Isaacs 

Mrs. Sylvia Armentraut 
Mr. and Mrs. Stanley L. Atlas, in honor of Warner Isaacs 
Dr. Richard W. Bank ’55 in honor of Paul Weinstein ’55 

Mr. and Mrs. Jack Benjamin ’86 
Mr. and Mrs. Joel H. Bernstein ’57 

Mr. John M. Blume ’54, ’56L 
Mr. Frederick A. Brimberg ’79 

Dr. and Mrs. Sol G. Brotman ’77 
Dr. and Mrs. Scot Brower ’70 

Dr. Edward A. Brown ’62, in honor of his sons, Doug ’92, past 
president, and Larry’94, both founding members 

Prof. David and Beverly Bruck 
Mr. Charles C. Cahn ’70 

Mr. Andrew D. Cantor ’88 
Mr. and Mrs. Irvin Caplan ’58 

Mr. Jay M. Caplan ’64 
Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence H. Cash in honor of the birthday 

of Nick Cohen ’64 
Mr. and Mrs. Nathaniel Cohen ’64 

Dr. Richard W. Cohen ’60 
Mr. Craig H. Coller ’76 
Mr. Joel B. Cooper ’52 
Mr. Richard Coplan ’64 

Mr. and Mrs. Alan Corwin ’62 
Dr. Malcolm Cothran and Joan Robins 

Mr. Philip A. Davidson ’87 
Mr. Charles M. Davidson ’85 

Dean Hank Dobin and Bonnie Bernstein 
Mr. Louis M. Dubin ’84 

Dr. and Mrs. Michael R. Dubin ’56 
Dr. Scott Dubit and Dr. Pat Schirmer 

Dr. Mark R. Eaker ’69, W&L Board of Trustees 
Mr. Daniel M. Einstein ’83 

Dr. Mimi Elrod 
Mr. Steven Epstein ’67 

Mr. H. Steven Epstein ’67 
Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Evans ’59 

Mr. James D. Farrar, Jr. ’74 in memory of James D. Farrar ’49 
Mr. Matt Fink ’04 

Mr. James W. Fishel ’39 
Dr. Henry Fleishman ’70, and Mr. Alvin T. Fleishman ’41 in 
memory of his parents, Mr. and Mrs. Nathan Fleishman 

Mr. and Mrs. Stewart Fleming 
Prof. Marcia France 

Mr. and Mrs. Stephen H Friedlander ’59 
Mr. and Mrs. James Freund ’62 

Mr. Jean S. Friedberg ’41 
Mr. David Friedfeld ’83 
Mr. Brian L. Garr ’77 

Mr. and Mrs. Paul A. Garrett 
Mr. and Mrs. William E. Gladstone ’52 

Prof Art Goldsmith and Ms. Jan Kaufman 
Mr. Robert T. Goldenberg ’45A, ’49L 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 4 

� Donors 2007-2008 � 
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Mr. Paul Marc Maslansky ’54
 
Mr. and Mrs. Oliver Mendell ’50
 

Mr. and Mrs. Stephen Philipson, both ’01
 
Jewish Community Federation of Richmond
 

Mr. and Mrs. Steve Sandler ’70
 
The Hon. and Mrs. Elliot Schewel ’45
 

Mr. Richard S. Sharlin ’61
 
Mr. and Mrs. Ron Sklar ’70, in honor of ZBT class of 1970
 

Mr. Burton Staniar, ’64, W&L Board of Trustees
 
Mr. Charles G. Thalhimer ’41
 

Mr. Charlie Tomm ’68, ’75L, W&L Board of Trustees
 
Drs. Mitch Wapner and Cindy Downes
 

The Hon. and Mrs. Paul A. Weinstein ’55
 
Mr. Eric D. White ’74
 
Mr. Sam White ’50L
 

Mr. Christopher Wolf ’80L
 
Mr. and Mrs. John Anthony Wolf ’69, ’72L, W&L 


Board of Trustees
 
Mr. John M. Zamoiski ’74
 

W&L Parents and Grandparents
 
Mr. and Mrs. Carl Berenholtz (VMI)
 

Ms. Devra G. Berkowitz (VMI)
 
Mr. Richard Burpee and Ms. Beatrice Kertesz
 

Mr. and Mrs. Ardavan Dargahi
 
Mr. and Mrs. Louis Dultz
 

Dr. and Mrs. Steven P. Dultz
 
Mr. and Mrs. Frank M. Feibelman
 

Mrs. Allison MacQueen Felder
 
Mr. Robert Friedland (VMI)
 

Mr. Oscar Gonzales and Ms. Jodi Siegal
 
Mr. and Mrs. Jonathan Harvey
 

Drs. Mark and Eva Horn
 
Mr. and Mrs. Kosta Kollef
 

Mr. Joseph Kovars and Ms. Vickie Swanson
 
Mr. Samuel B. Kuckley and Ms. Roberta M. Alpert
 

Ms. Barbara Lehman
 
Mr. and Mrs. Morris Lewis ’83
 

Ms. Marsha G. Madorsky (mother, Whitney Rothstein ’08)
 
Ms. Barbara Martin
 

Mr. Melvyn B. Mason
 
Mr. and Mrs. Scott Mason
 

Mr. and Mrs. Joel M. Rockoff
 
Mr. and Mrs. Howard Rubel ’78
 

Ms. Jill Thomas Rubenstein
 
Dr. and Mrs. Richard M. Schwartstein in memory of 


Bud Morgan
 
Mr. and Mrs. Joel Segall
 

Mr. and Mrs. Desmond Sheridan
 
Dr. Eric L. Spieler
 

Mr. John B. Sternlicht
 
Mr. Martin W. Sternlicht 


Mr. Melvin Thomas 

Mr. and Mrs. Alexander Vilenchik
 

Mr. and Mrs. Eric White ’74
 
Mr. Sam White ’50L
 

Mr. and Mrs. Mark Zand (VMI)
 
Mr. and Mrs. John M. Zimmerman
 

Prof. and Mrs. Richard Marks
 
Mr. and Mrs. J. Stephen Marks, III ’59
 

Mr. Arnold P. Masinter ’62
 
Mr. Michael Masinter ’58
 
Mr. Paul Maslansky ’54
 

Dr. Robert Maslansky ’52 

Mr. and Mrs. Andrew McCutcheon ’48
 

Mr. and Mrs. Oliver M. Mendell ’50
 
Mr. Joseph Mendelsohn, II ’52
 

Mr. and Mrs. Bruce A. Meyers ’70
 
Dr. Frederick Mindel ’66
 

Mr. and Mrs. Stanley E. Mitchell ’43
 
Mr. Howard L. Mocerf ’68
 

Mr. Julian B. Mohr ’52
 
Mr. Kenneth B. Murov ’72
 

Mr. and Mrs. Lester Nathan, in honor of Warner Isaacs
 
Mr. Paul A. Nathan ’80
 

Mr. Philip Norwood ’69, Rector, W&L Board of Trustees
 
Prof. and Mrs. David Novack
 

Mr. and Mrs. Neil November ’48
 
Mr. Gary S. Okin ’74
 

Dr. and Mrs. Michael Okin ’76
 
Ms. Robin A. Okin ’03
 

Mr. James N. Paradies ’51
 
Mr. and Mrs. William B. Peard ’76
 

Mr. Mark Peterson ’78
 
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen L. Philipson both ’01
 

Mr. Donald C. Poppke ’71
 
Mr. and Mrs. Kerry Reynolds ’62
 

Mr. and Mrs. Murray Rippe ’39, in memory of Sol Morgan 

and in honor of Kent Braunstein
 

Roanoke Jewish Community Council
 
Mr. Mort Robins
 

Mr. Barnett Robinson, Jr.’50, in memory of 

Robert (Ruffy) Silverstein ’50
 

Mr. Bennett L. Ross ’83
 
Mr. and Mrs. Howard Rubel ’78
 

Mr. and Mrs. Stanley E.l Sacks ’44
 
Dr. James S. Sagner ’62
 

Dr. John M. Samet ’64, in honor of Elliot Schewel ’45
 
Mr. Steve Sandler ’70
 

Mr. Harvey B. Savitt ’68L
 
Mr. and Mrs. Mark H. Schaul ’53
 

Dr. Chester Schept ’38
 
The Hon.and Mrs. Elliot Schewel ’45
 

Mr. Jonathan B. Schewel ’80
 
Mr. Marc A. Schewel ’69
 
Mr. Ellis B. Schulist ’53
 

Prof and Mrs. Fred Schwab
 
Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Shapira ’96, in honor of Max Shapira ’65
 

Mr. Max Shapira ’65
 
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Sharlin ’61
 
Mr. and Mrs. Jules Shaivitz ’50
 

Dr. Arthur B. Sher ’65
 
Mr. and Mrs. Irving M. Shlesinger ’51
 

Mr. and Mrs. Dane A. Shrallow ’68
 
Mr. and Mrs. James A. Skinner III ’84
 

Mr. Jerald H. Sklar ’59
 
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald Sklar ’70
 

Mr. and Mrs. James A. Skinner III ’84
 

Mr. Howard R. Sklaroff ’77
 
Mr. and Mrs. R. Harrison Smith III ’02 (Graham Frankel ’02) 


past president
 
Mr. Hatton C. V. Smith, ’73, W&L Board of Trustees
 

Dr. and Mrs. Firth Spiegel ’61
 
Mr. Burton B. Staniar ’64, W&L Board of Trustees
 

Mr. and Mrs. Paul S. Sugar ’70
 
Mr. and Mrs. William H. Supon ’65, in honor of Delta 


Chapter, Phi Epsilon Pi, Class of 1965
 
Mr. J. Frank Surface, Jr. ’60
 

Mr. and Mrs. Irvin B. Switow ’50
 
Ms. Betty K. Taylor in honor of her grandson, 


Lee Kahn’s birthday
 
Mr. Charles G. Thalhimer ’41, in memory of 


William Abeloff ’57
 
Mr. Charlie Tomm, ’68, ’75L, W&L Board of Trustees
 

Profs. Matthew Tuchler and Beth Belmont 

Mr. and Mrs. John W. Vardaman, Jr. ’62, W&L 


Board of Trustees
 
Mr. Arnold Vedlitz ’68
 

The Hon. Sol Wachtler ’51
 
Drs. Mitch Wapner and Cindy Downes
 

Mr. Leon J. Warms ’42 

Washington and Lee Office of Religious Life
 

Ms. Alston P. Watt ’89, W&L Board of Trustees
 
The Hon. and Mrs. Paul H Weinstein ’55, in honor two 50th
 

anniversaries: Bobbie and Leonard Greenbaum ’56, ’58L, and 

Barbara and Larry Levitan ’55
 

Mr. Phillip Welch and Ms. Cindy Atkins
 
Mr. and Mrs. Eric D. White ’74
 

Mr. Samuel White ’50L
 
Mrs. Anne Farrar Willett, in memory of her husband, 


James Farrar ’49
 
Mr. J.E. Wise ’53, in memory of Si Galperin ’53
 

Mr. Jeremy Wise 

Mr. Christopher Wolf ’80L
 

Mr. and Mrs. Dave Wolf ’51
 
Mr. and Mrs. John A. Wolf ’69A, ’72L, W&L Board of Trustees
 

Mr. and Mrs. John M. Zamoiski ’74
 

To Sustain W&L Hillel: $1000 or more
 

Anonymous
 
Mr. John Blume ’54, ’56L
 

Mr. and Mrs. Alan Corwin ’62
 
Mr. Louis M. Dubin ’84
 

Mr. Mark R. Eaker ’69, W&L Board of Trustees
 
Mr. Daniel M. Einstein ’83, in honor of Betty Taylor
 

Mr. Jorge Estrada ’69, W&L Board of Trustees
 
Mr. J. Scott Fechnay ’69, W&L Board of Trustees
 

Mr. David Friedfeld ’83
 
Mr. Stephen H. Friedlander ’59
 

Sam and Marion Golden Helping Hand Foundation
 
Drs. Mark L. and Eva M. Horn
 

Mr. Warner A. Isaacs ’57
 
Mr. and Mrs. David Kantor ’73
 

Mr. and Mrs. Malcolm Lassman ’60A, ’63L
 
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Levin ’64
 
The Hon. Laurence Levitan ’55
 

Sponsors of ’07 – ’08 Hillel Events 

Mr. and Mrs. Alan M. Corwin: 
“Very Interesting Professors” lunch
 

Mr. Alvin T. Fleishman ’41: “Very Interesting Professors” lunch
 
Mr. and Mrs. James Freund ’62: 

“Very Interesting Professors” lunch
 

Mr. David Friedfeld ’83: Holocaust Remembrance Week
 
Dr. Mark and Eva Horn: Speakers
 

Mr. Warner Isaacs ’57: Holocaust Remembrance Week 

Mr. and Mrs. David Alan Kantor ’73: 


Jewish Student Recruitment
 
Mr. and Mrs. Malcolm Lassman ’60 ’63L: “Very Interesting 


Professors” Series for ’07 - ’08
 
Mr. Paul Marc Maslansky ’54: Recruitment of 


Jewish Students to W&L
 
Dr. Robert Maslansky ’52: Recruitment of Jewish Students to 


W&L, and Speakers
 
Mr. Leon J. Warms ’42: 2 “Very Interesting Professors” lunches
 

Mr. Samuel I. White ’50L: High Holy Days
 
Mr. John Zamoiski ’74: Reunion Weekend
 

In Memory of Jerry Kahn ’80 
Ms. Mary S. Brittigan
 

Mr. Ollie Cherniahhivsky and Ms. Mary Francis Davis
 
Dr. Mimi Milner Elrod
 

Prof. Mark and Sally Grunewald
 
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Ranger
 

Joan Robins and Malcolm Cothran
 
Mr. Mort Robins
 

Mr. and Mrs. Douglas Smith
 
The Tharp Family
 

Mrs. Margaret A. Williams
 
Mr. and Mrs. Douglas N. Smith
 

In Honor of Michael Masinter’s 70th Birthday
Arnold Masinter ’62
 

Ms. Janice Kartt
 
Mr. and Mrs. Herman Stone
 

Jew Crew ’07 – ’08 

Co-Presidents:  Whitney Rothstein ’08,  Arie George ’08 
Co-VPs: Audrey Horn ’08, Seth Feibelman ’08 
Co-Secretaries:  Julia Spieler ’09, Stephanie Dultz ’10 

VP Chairs: 
Shabbat and Holidays:  Hila Yashar ’09 
New Students:  Alex Burpee ’08 
Community Service:  Graham Sheridan ’11 
Publicity:  John Ackerman ’10 
Diversity:  Emily Martin ’10 
VIP/Speakers:  Adam Hockensmith ’08 
Alumni Liaison: Alex Flaster ’09, Kyle Harvey ’08 
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The Hon. and Mrs. Elliot Schewel ’45
 

Mr. Richard S. Sharlin ’61
 
Mr. and Mrs. Ron Sklar ’70, in honor of ZBT class of 1970
 

Mr. Burton Staniar, ’64, W&L Board of Trustees
 
Mr. Charles G. Thalhimer ’41
 

Mr. Charlie Tomm ’68, ’75L, W&L Board of Trustees
 
Drs. Mitch Wapner and Cindy Downes
 

The Hon. and Mrs. Paul A. Weinstein ’55
 
Mr. Eric D. White ’74
 
Mr. Sam White ’50L
 

Mr. Christopher Wolf ’80L
 
Mr. and Mrs. John Anthony Wolf ’69, ’72L, W&L 


Board of Trustees
 
Mr. John M. Zamoiski ’74
 

W&L Parents and Grandparents
 
Mr. and Mrs. Carl Berenholtz (VMI)
 

Ms. Devra G. Berkowitz (VMI)
 
Mr. Richard Burpee and Ms. Beatrice Kertesz
 

Mr. and Mrs. Ardavan Dargahi
 
Mr. and Mrs. Louis Dultz
 

Dr. and Mrs. Steven P. Dultz
 
Mr. and Mrs. Frank M. Feibelman
 

Mrs. Allison MacQueen Felder
 
Mr. Robert Friedland (VMI)
 

Mr. Oscar Gonzales and Ms. Jodi Siegal
 
Mr. and Mrs. Jonathan Harvey
 

Drs. Mark and Eva Horn
 
Mr. and Mrs. Kosta Kollef
 

Mr. Joseph Kovars and Ms. Vickie Swanson
 
Mr. Samuel B. Kuckley and Ms. Roberta M. Alpert
 

Ms. Barbara Lehman
 
Mr. and Mrs. Morris Lewis ’83
 

Ms. Marsha G. Madorsky (mother, Whitney Rothstein ’08)
 
Ms. Barbara Martin
 

Mr. Melvyn B. Mason
 
Mr. and Mrs. Scott Mason
 

Mr. and Mrs. Joel M. Rockoff
 
Mr. and Mrs. Howard Rubel ’78
 

Ms. Jill Thomas Rubenstein
 
Dr. and Mrs. Richard M. Schwartstein in memory of 


Bud Morgan
 
Mr. and Mrs. Joel Segall
 

Mr. and Mrs. Desmond Sheridan
 
Dr. Eric L. Spieler
 

Mr. John B. Sternlicht
 
Mr. Martin W. Sternlicht 


Mr. Melvin Thomas 

Mr. and Mrs. Alexander Vilenchik
 

Mr. and Mrs. Eric White ’74
 
Mr. Sam White ’50L
 

Mr. and Mrs. Mark Zand (VMI)
 
Mr. and Mrs. John M. Zimmerman
 

Prof. and Mrs. Richard Marks
 
Mr. and Mrs. J. Stephen Marks, III ’59
 

Mr. Arnold P. Masinter ’62
 
Mr. Michael Masinter ’58
 
Mr. Paul Maslansky ’54
 

Dr. Robert Maslansky ’52 

Mr. and Mrs. Andrew McCutcheon ’48
 

Mr. and Mrs. Oliver M. Mendell ’50
 
Mr. Joseph Mendelsohn, II ’52
 

Mr. and Mrs. Bruce A. Meyers ’70
 
Dr. Frederick Mindel ’66
 

Mr. and Mrs. Stanley E. Mitchell ’43
 
Mr. Howard L. Mocerf ’68
 

Mr. Julian B. Mohr ’52
 
Mr. Kenneth B. Murov ’72
 

Mr. and Mrs. Lester Nathan, in honor of Warner Isaacs
 
Mr. Paul A. Nathan ’80
 

Mr. Philip Norwood ’69, Rector, W&L Board of Trustees
 
Prof. and Mrs. David Novack
 

Mr. and Mrs. Neil November ’48
 
Mr. Gary S. Okin ’74
 

Dr. and Mrs. Michael Okin ’76
 
Ms. Robin A. Okin ’03
 

Mr. James N. Paradies ’51
 
Mr. and Mrs. William B. Peard ’76
 

Mr. Mark Peterson ’78
 
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen L. Philipson both ’01
 

Mr. Donald C. Poppke ’71
 
Mr. and Mrs. Kerry Reynolds ’62
 

Mr. and Mrs. Murray Rippe ’39, in memory of Sol Morgan 

and in honor of Kent Braunstein
 

Roanoke Jewish Community Council
 
Mr. Mort Robins
 

Mr. Barnett Robinson, Jr.’50, in memory of 

Robert (Ruffy) Silverstein ’50
 

Mr. Bennett L. Ross ’83
 
Mr. and Mrs. Howard Rubel ’78
 

Mr. and Mrs. Stanley E.l Sacks ’44
 
Dr. James S. Sagner ’62
 

Dr. John M. Samet ’64, in honor of Elliot Schewel ’45
 
Mr. Steve Sandler ’70
 

Mr. Harvey B. Savitt ’68L
 
Mr. and Mrs. Mark H. Schaul ’53
 

Dr. Chester Schept ’38
 
The Hon.and Mrs. Elliot Schewel ’45
 

Mr. Jonathan B. Schewel ’80
 
Mr. Marc A. Schewel ’69
 
Mr. Ellis B. Schulist ’53
 

Prof and Mrs. Fred Schwab
 
Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Shapira ’96, in honor of Max Shapira ’65
 

Mr. Max Shapira ’65
 
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Sharlin ’61
 
Mr. and Mrs. Jules Shaivitz ’50
 

Dr. Arthur B. Sher ’65
 
Mr. and Mrs. Irving M. Shlesinger ’51
 

Mr. and Mrs. Dane A. Shrallow ’68
 
Mr. and Mrs. James A. Skinner III ’84
 

Mr. Jerald H. Sklar ’59
 
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald Sklar ’70
 

Mr. and Mrs. James A. Skinner III ’84
 

Mr. Howard R. Sklaroff ’77
 
Mr. and Mrs. R. Harrison Smith III ’02 (Graham Frankel ’02) 


past president
 
Mr. Hatton C. V. Smith, ’73, W&L Board of Trustees
 

Dr. and Mrs. Firth Spiegel ’61
 
Mr. Burton B. Staniar ’64, W&L Board of Trustees
 

Mr. and Mrs. Paul S. Sugar ’70
 
Mr. and Mrs. William H. Supon ’65, in honor of Delta 


Chapter, Phi Epsilon Pi, Class of 1965
 
Mr. J. Frank Surface, Jr. ’60
 

Mr. and Mrs. Irvin B. Switow ’50
 
Ms. Betty K. Taylor in honor of her grandson, 


Lee Kahn’s birthday
 
Mr. Charles G. Thalhimer ’41, in memory of 


William Abeloff ’57
 
Mr. Charlie Tomm, ’68, ’75L, W&L Board of Trustees
 

Profs. Matthew Tuchler and Beth Belmont 

Mr. and Mrs. John W. Vardaman, Jr. ’62, W&L 


Board of Trustees
 
Mr. Arnold Vedlitz ’68
 

The Hon. Sol Wachtler ’51
 
Drs. Mitch Wapner and Cindy Downes
 

Mr. Leon J. Warms ’42 

Washington and Lee Office of Religious Life
 

Ms. Alston P. Watt ’89, W&L Board of Trustees
 
The Hon. and Mrs. Paul H Weinstein ’55, in honor two 50th
 

anniversaries: Bobbie and Leonard Greenbaum ’56, ’58L, and 

Barbara and Larry Levitan ’55
 

Mr. Phillip Welch and Ms. Cindy Atkins
 
Mr. and Mrs. Eric D. White ’74
 

Mr. Samuel White ’50L
 
Mrs. Anne Farrar Willett, in memory of her husband, 


James Farrar ’49
 
Mr. J.E. Wise ’53, in memory of Si Galperin ’53
 

Mr. Jeremy Wise 

Mr. Christopher Wolf ’80L
 

Mr. and Mrs. Dave Wolf ’51
 
Mr. and Mrs. John A. Wolf ’69A, ’72L, W&L Board of Trustees
 

Mr. and Mrs. John M. Zamoiski ’74
 

To Sustain W&L Hillel: $1000 or more
 

Anonymous
 
Mr. John Blume ’54, ’56L
 

Mr. and Mrs. Alan Corwin ’62
 
Mr. Louis M. Dubin ’84
 

Mr. Mark R. Eaker ’69, W&L Board of Trustees
 
Mr. Daniel M. Einstein ’83, in honor of Betty Taylor
 

Mr. Jorge Estrada ’69, W&L Board of Trustees
 
Mr. J. Scott Fechnay ’69, W&L Board of Trustees
 

Mr. David Friedfeld ’83
 
Mr. Stephen H. Friedlander ’59
 

Sam and Marion Golden Helping Hand Foundation
 
Drs. Mark L. and Eva M. Horn
 

Mr. Warner A. Isaacs ’57
 
Mr. and Mrs. David Kantor ’73
 

Mr. and Mrs. Malcolm Lassman ’60A, ’63L
 
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Levin ’64
 
The Hon. Laurence Levitan ’55
 

Sponsors of ’07 – ’08 Hillel Events 

Mr. and Mrs. Alan M. Corwin: 
“Very Interesting Professors” lunch
 

Mr. Alvin T. Fleishman ’41: “Very Interesting Professors” lunch
 
Mr. and Mrs. James Freund ’62: 

“Very Interesting Professors” lunch
 

Mr. David Friedfeld ’83: Holocaust Remembrance Week
 
Dr. Mark and Eva Horn: Speakers
 

Mr. Warner Isaacs ’57: Holocaust Remembrance Week 

Mr. and Mrs. David Alan Kantor ’73: 


Jewish Student Recruitment
 
Mr. and Mrs. Malcolm Lassman ’60 ’63L: “Very Interesting 


Professors” Series for ’07 - ’08
 
Mr. Paul Marc Maslansky ’54: Recruitment of 


Jewish Students to W&L
 
Dr. Robert Maslansky ’52: Recruitment of Jewish Students to 


W&L, and Speakers
 
Mr. Leon J. Warms ’42: 2 “Very Interesting Professors” lunches
 

Mr. Samuel I. White ’50L: High Holy Days
 
Mr. John Zamoiski ’74: Reunion Weekend
 

In Memory of Jerry Kahn ’80 
Ms. Mary S. Brittigan
 

Mr. Ollie Cherniahhivsky and Ms. Mary Francis Davis
 
Dr. Mimi Milner Elrod
 

Prof. Mark and Sally Grunewald
 
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Ranger
 

Joan Robins and Malcolm Cothran
 
Mr. Mort Robins
 

Mr. and Mrs. Douglas Smith
 
The Tharp Family
 

Mrs. Margaret A. Williams
 
Mr. and Mrs. Douglas N. Smith
 

In Honor of Michael Masinter’s 70th Birthday
Arnold Masinter ’62
 

Ms. Janice Kartt
 
Mr. and Mrs. Herman Stone
 

Jew Crew ’07 – ’08 

Co-Presidents:  Whitney Rothstein ’08,  Arie George ’08 
Co-VPs: Audrey Horn ’08, Seth Feibelman ’08 
Co-Secretaries:  Julia Spieler ’09, Stephanie Dultz ’10 

VP Chairs: 
Shabbat and Holidays:  Hila Yashar ’09 
New Students:  Alex Burpee ’08 
Community Service:  Graham Sheridan ’11 
Publicity:  John Ackerman ’10 
Diversity:  Emily Martin ’10 
VIP/Speakers:  Adam Hockensmith ’08 
Alumni Liaison: Alex Flaster ’09, Kyle Harvey ’08 



 

T H E  S T A R  •  P A G E  6

Shalom from the Co-Presidents 

By Arie George ’08 and 

Whitney Rothstein ’08
 
Shalom! As first semester is wrapping up, we wanted to take a 
moment and share with you some of the amazing things that 
Hillel has done so far this year! As part of getting to know the 
Jewish freshmen, Hillel kicked off the year with a number of 
welcome back activities such as: a bagel brunch during ori­
entation week, a trip to the Safari park, trips to Roanoke for 
High Holiday services, and our annual Break the Fast in Evans 
Dining Hall. In honor of Sukkot, a few of our students helped 
to build a Sukkah on campus, and we invited the entire campus 
community to come and join us for “Pizza in the Hut.” 

We were honored to have both President Ruscio and Dean 
Dobin attend September’s “First Fridays at Five” service 
and dinner. It is a treasured tradition at Hillel to invite the 
President of the University to the first Shabbat service of the 
year. We also had a great turnout to our Shabbat service over 
Parents’ Weekend. We always love the opportunity to show 
parents what a thriving organization we are on campus. 

Looking forward to the rest of the semester, we have our annual 
Hanukkah party and finals study break in December. With 
such a great start to the year, this is bound to be another great 
year for Hillel at Washington and Lee. 

A Word From the Lexington 
Jewish Community 

I am the father of three children, the youngest being twelve years 
old. 

Until this year, we had to drive about an hour each way to Roanoke 
or Staunton for Hebrew School/Sunday School. This year has been 
wonderful, with the start of a Hillel sponsored Hebrew School at 
W&L. Thanks to the efforts of an Israeli W&L student and a par­
ent from the Lexington community, our children are learning to 
read, write, and speak Hebrew as well as Jewish history, customs, 
and culture. 

Rather than holding class in whatever space we can find, we eagerly 
anticipate having a home for our new Hebrew School at W&L once 
the Center for Jewish Life is constructed. 

We are excited about how much significance the Center will have for 
our Jewish community (on and off campus) and for the Lexington 
community at large. Thank you for your support !

Mitch Wapner

Parents’ Weekend: We enjoyed meeting so many families 

during the Sunday morning bagel brunch and First Fridays 


at Five Shabbat services. 


Advisory Board 
’07-’08 

Prof. Mark Grunewald, Chair
 
Joan Robins, Director
 

Mary Feibelman (parent)
 
Prof. Marcia France
 

Jan Kaufman
 
Prof. Barry Kolman
 

Prof . Simon Levy, Advisor
 
Prof. Richard Marks
 
Prof. David Novack
 

Michael Okin, MD ’76 

Steve Sandler ’70
 
Marc Schewel ’69 


Betty Taylor
 
Mitch Wapner
 

Hon. Paul Weinstein ’55
 
Eric White ’74 (parent)
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Sam and Marion Golden Helping Hand Foundation 
Mr. Jeffrey S. Goldstein 

Prof. and Mrs. Joseph Goldsten 
Profs Sasha Goluboff and Alan McRae 

Mr. Julian H. Good, Jr. ’78 
Mr. and Mrs. Barry A. Greene ’64 

Mr. and Mrs. Leonard C. Greenebaum ’56, ’58L 
Ms. Leah Greenberg ’05, past president 

Mr. Louis C. Greentree ’42 
Mr. and Mrs. Andrew B. Greenman ’56 

Prof. Mark and Sally Grunewald 
Prof. Louise Halper 

Mr. Charles M. Helzberg ’58, through the Charles M. Helzberg 
Philanthropic Fund of the Jewish Community Foundation of 

Greater Kansas City 
Hillel: The Foundation for Jewish Campus Life, Soref Initiative 

for Emerging Campuses 
Mr. Donald S. Hillman ’46 

Mr. Albert C. Hubbard, Jr. ’59, ’62L, W&L Board of Trustees 
Mr. and Mrs. John A. Isaacs III ’53 

Mr. Warner A. Isaacs ’57, in honor of Mr. and Mrs. 
Stanley Atlas’ birthday 
Dr. Sidney Isenberg ’42 

Mr. and Mrs. Robert B. Jacobi ’53, ’54L 
Mr. and Mrs. Howard Jacobs ’58 

Dr. and Mrs. Bill Jacobs ’71 
Mr. Murray R. Jacobson ’66 
Drs. John and Julie Jennings 

Jewish Community Federation of Richmond 
Dr. Rachel Zloczover Jones ’94 and Dr. Robert B. Jones 

Prof and Mrs. James Kahn 
Mr. and Mrs. David A. Kantor ’73 

Dr. and Mrs. Benjamin M. Kaplan ’45 
Dr. and Mrs. Leon D. Katz ’69 

Prof. Art Goldsmith and Jan Kaufman 
Mr. and Mrs. Clifford H. Kern III ’70 

The Hon. Ronald Kessler ’69 
Mr. and Mrs. John D. Klinedinst ’71, ’78L 

Mr. S L Kopald ’43 
Dr. and Mrs. William Landes 

Dr. and Mrs. Melvyn J. Lapes ’65 
Mr. Malcolm Lassman ’60, ’63L 

Mr. Ron Laupeimer ’66 
Mr. Jay Legum ’62, in honor of Nick Cohen ’64 

Mr. David A. Lehman ’99 
Mr. Alan M. Le Vine ’69 

Mr. Barry J. Levin ’68 
Mr. and Mrs. Bernard Levin ’42 

Mr. and Mrs. Michael E. Levin ’64 
Hon. Laurence Levitan ’55 

Prof. Simon Levy 
Mr. and Mrs. Morris Lewis ’83 

Mr. and Mrs. Stephen F. Lichtenstein ’53 
Mr. and Mrs. Marc Lipman ’73 

Lynchburg Jewish Community Council 
Mr. and Mrs. Earl J. Magdovitz ’65 

Prof. Harvey Markowitz 

Anonymous 
Mr. Marc Ackerman ’91 

Mr. and Mrs. Darrick H. Alford ’00 
Mr. and Mrs. Lloyd Arkin, in honor of Warner Isaacs 

Mrs. Sylvia Armentraut 
Mr. and Mrs. Stanley L. Atlas, in honor of Warner Isaacs 
Dr. Richard W. Bank ’55 in honor of Paul Weinstein ’55 

Mr. and Mrs. Jack Benjamin ’86 
Mr. and Mrs. Joel H. Bernstein ’57 

Mr. John M. Blume ’54, ’56L 
Mr. Frederick A. Brimberg ’79 

Dr. and Mrs. Sol G. Brotman ’77 
Dr. and Mrs. Scot Brower ’70 

Dr. Edward A. Brown ’62, in honor of his sons, Doug ’92, past 
president, and Larry’94, both founding members 

Prof. David and Beverly Bruck 
Mr. Charles C. Cahn ’70 

Mr. Andrew D. Cantor ’88 
Mr. and Mrs. Irvin Caplan ’58 

Mr. Jay M. Caplan ’64 
Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence H. Cash in honor of the birthday 

of Nick Cohen ’64 
Mr. and Mrs. Nathaniel Cohen ’64 

Dr. Richard W. Cohen ’60 
Mr. Craig H. Coller ’76 
Mr. Joel B. Cooper ’52 
Mr. Richard Coplan ’64 

Mr. and Mrs. Alan Corwin ’62 
Dr. Malcolm Cothran and Joan Robins 

Mr. Philip A. Davidson ’87 
Mr. Charles M. Davidson ’85 

Dean Hank Dobin and Bonnie Bernstein 
Mr. Louis M. Dubin ’84 

Dr. and Mrs. Michael R. Dubin ’56 
Dr. Scott Dubit and Dr. Pat Schirmer 

Dr. Mark R. Eaker ’69, W&L Board of Trustees 
Mr. Daniel M. Einstein ’83 

Dr. Mimi Elrod 
Mr. Steven Epstein ’67 

Mr. H. Steven Epstein ’67 
Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Evans ’59 

Mr. James D. Farrar, Jr. ’74 in memory of James D. Farrar ’49 
Mr. Matt Fink ’04 

Mr. James W. Fishel ’39 
Dr. Henry Fleishman ’70, and Mr. Alvin T. Fleishman ’41 in 
memory of his parents, Mr. and Mrs. Nathan Fleishman 

Mr. and Mrs. Stewart Fleming 
Prof. Marcia France 

Mr. and Mrs. Stephen H Friedlander ’59 
Mr. and Mrs. James Freund ’62 

Mr. Jean S. Friedberg ’41 
Mr. David Friedfeld ’83 
Mr. Brian L. Garr ’77 

Mr. and Mrs. Paul A. Garrett 
Mr. and Mrs. William E. Gladstone ’52 

Prof Art Goldsmith and Ms. Jan Kaufman 
Mr. Robert T. Goldenberg ’45A, ’49L 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 4 
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We have raised $750,000 to date for the Center for Jewish Life, from 27 
individuals or couples. In addition, we have two $100,000 planned gifts 
that will benefit Hillel programming. There is great enthusiasm and very 
positive response to the Center from alumni, parents, and the local Jewish 
community. — Joan 

The prospect of a Center for Jewish Life has created palpable excite­
ment on campus, and I fully share that excitement. But I also have to 
remind myself, as we search for ways to make that prospect a reality, 
not to focus exclusively on the building. Sure, the building is impor­
tant; in fact, it is critical as we move forward in making Jewish life an 
integral part of the Washington and Lee community, both quantita­
tively and qualitatively. But I am confident that alumni, parents and 
friends will step forward to make the building a reality. In the mean­
time, we continue to work to make Jewish life on campus a vital part 

Michael Chabon Speaks 
at W&L 
By Arie George ’08 
This term, Michael Chabon, the acclaimed author of The Amazing 
Adventures of Kavalier and Clay, spoke at Washington and Lee. The 
event was co-sponsored by Hillel, the Glasgow Endowment, and by 
generous donations from the parents of some of our current Jewish 
students. 

A few Hillel students and W&L faculty thoroughly enjoyed getting 
to know Chabon at dinner before his talk. He discussed his develop­
ment as a writer and some of the experiences in his life that led him to 
become the writer he is today. He also spoke about the events that led 
to the writing of his latest novel, The Yiddish Policeman’s Union. 

We had one of the largest audiences ever for a Hillel event. Chabon’s 
speech was very well received by the audience and campus was buzzing 
for weeks after he left. This was a great event and we were very pleased 
to be able to bring such a wonderful speaker to campus. 

Audrey Horn ’08 Hillel Co-VP and English major, greets 
Michael Chabon at the book-signing after his talk on October 4th. 

of the Washington and Lee experience today. The “we,” of course, is 
really Joan and the Hillel students. The beneficiaries, however, are the 
campus as a whole. At the most recent Hillel Board meeting, we heard 
from Jewish students about their lives, not just their Hillel activi­
ties but the full range of their participation in Washington and Lee 
programs. They hold leadership positions in student government, in 
fraternities and sororities, and they are active in inter-collegiate athlet­
ics and community service. And that’s the point--they are Jewish “life” 
on campus. They are a vital part of Washington and Lee in all respects, 
not merely as Jewish students or Hillel members. The numbers are still 
small, and that’s where the building can help most, but in the end we 
need to keep in mind it’s really about “life.” 

Mark Grunewald
Chair, Hillel Advisory Board 

The Center for Jewish Life 

Email-a-thon: students help recruit Jewish 
students to W&L 
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Very Interesting Professors 

Hello, my name is Adam Hockensmith, and I am the Hillel Vice-
President for the VIP (Very Interesting Professors) Luncheon series. 
My job is to find interesting professors or other speakers to come and 
speak to Hillel students about topics in Judaism or ones relevant to 
Jewish life and affairs. 

So far this year, we have had two VIP speakers come and speak on 
rather different topics. In the month of September, Dana Ragosin, the 
Israeli Emissary of Richmond, came to campus to speak about Israeli 
affairs in a talk informally titled “Israel: 101.” We had a wonderful 
lunch at the Sheridan Livery, where Dana discussed her life as an 
Israeli, her role as the Emissary of Richmond, and additional topics 
from media coverage in Israel to the birthright Israel program. 

The second speaker, Professor Mohammed Kamara from the 
Department of Romance Languages, spoke about Islamic holidays, 
his life as an American Muslim, and his experiences growing up in 
Sierra Leone. His talk provided a great cross-cultural perspective and 
understanding on Islam, and illustrated for Hillel students some of 
the similarities and differences between Islamic and Jewish holidays. 
Moreover, Professor Kamara’s description of his childhood in Sierra 
Leone was very captivating, and provided great food for thought over 
lunch at the Livery. 

Very Interesting Professors luncheon, featuring Prof Kamara 

Students shopped for a local child with funds from 
the Novack Fund. 

By Adam Hockensmith ’08 

Community Service 

By Graham Sheridan ’11 
A few weeks ago a couple other Hillel officers and I went to Wal-
Mart to purchase clothes for a local child. It was a mission created 
by the Novak Fund. 

The Novak fund is an endowment created so that Hillel may help 
people in the Lexington and Rockbridge area. A system is in place 
for people to recommend to Hillel who is in need of Novak Fund 
assistance. If it is decided that they are indeed a person who could 
benefit from Novak Fund, such as the local child, action is taken. 

In this case, we bought school clothes for a kindergarten girl who 
probably would not have had decent school clothes otherwise 
because of her economic situation and unstable family. Arie, 
Whitney, and I got her several outfits that can be mixed and 
matched, shoes, pajamas, and warm items for winter. 
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Yom
 Kippur: T

he concluding service and break-the-fast w
as w

ell attended by 

students, faculty and com

m
unity. 


Seth Feibelm
an '08 presents a m

ezuzah for the new
 C

enter for Jew
ish Life 


to Joan at the W
elcom

e Bagel Brunch on Septem
ber 2nd.  Seth bought the 


m
ezuzah in Israel w

hile traveling on the birthright trip in August. 
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Birthright Israel By Dinah Danforth ’10 
Deciding to go to Israel was not a hard 
decision for me. Growing up with a moth­
er who has lived in Israel at three differ­
ent points in her life, I always assumed it 
was something I would do eventually. So 
when I heard about the Taglit – Birthright 
Israel trip, I knew it would be an amazing 
opportunity for me to finally go. However, 
despite the ten hour plane ride from JFK, 
the excitement of meeting the 39 other 
Jewish students from across the country, 
the Hebrew signs lining the streets, and 
a late night walk on a beach along the 
Mediterranean Sea, I still felt like I could 
have been on vacation in the United 
States. 

Dinah Danforth ’10 and friends, in 
Tsfat, a town overlooking the Galilee 
Mountains. 

I didn’t really realize that I was in Israel 
until the third day, when we visited Tsfat, 
a small village in the middle of the Galilee 
Mountains. Walking on the cobblestone 

How can we know if we are making 

Director’s Corner 
pathways in narrow alleyways, seeing 

progress in building Jewish community Torahs that were hundreds of years old, not like being a tourist in any other country. 
at Washington and Lee University? We and eating falafel in a clearing near the From being accompanied for five days by have reversed declining Jewish enroll- edge of the city, I finally realized that I was our several Israeli soldier “hevre” (friends), ment, drawn Jewish alumni back to their 

in Israel. to bargaining in the Machne Yehuda market alma mater, engaged the Lexington Jewish
in Jerusalem, I found an amazing sense of community, and awakened greater appre- From that point, the trip began to really belonging and similarity to the Israelis. Also, ciation on the campus for the value of a show me what Israel was like as opposed doing the things my ancestors and Jewish strong Jewish presence at W&L. This feels to just being another vacation. We didn’t community members had done – hiking like progress to me! learn just about Jewish culture and his-This resurgence of Jewish life can Masada to see the sunrise, floating in the tory, however. Committed to the Jewish be seen all over campus. Hillel today is a Dead Sea, and praying at the Kotel – gave values of accepting and embracing other lively organization, as you can see from me a further sense of connection to other cultures, we spent time in a Druze village the articles in this newsletter. We can be Jews. While I’ve never felt ostracized from and a Bedouin desert resort, in both places proud of the Jewish life our students are my religion, or even felt any negative effects eating traditional food, conversing with creating. of being in the minority, being in Israel made If you would like to see evidence natives, and participating in rituals. me realize what it would be like to live in a of just how hopeful and promising the

Throughout the trip, our leaders contin-community of Jews. It made me appreciate Jewish future is at W&L, then please
ued to ask us whether we felt like tourists. Judaism and realize the influence it has in accept this personal invitation to visit us
Through the first few days, I answered who I am. I finally realized that I will never so that you can see tomorrow’s leaders at 
“yes” without hesitation. But as the trip be a tourist in Israel; I will always be wel­work. Our students are doing incredible 
went on, I realized that visiting Israel was comed home to a place I belong. things. 
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