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Bottom Row (L) to (R): Jerry Sklar, Steve 
Friedlander, (middle) Arnold Steiner, Donald 
W. Sigmund, Steve Marks, (top row) Tony 
Frank, Ralph Evans, Ed Levy. 

ZBT Class of 1959 Makes a Leadership Gift to the Hillel House 
Thanks to the ’59 ZBTs, we are within sight 
of breaking ground by September 2009.  

In this issue of The Star, we recognize and 
thank the great guys in the ZBT class of ’59. 
These alumni are helping to shape an excit
ing vision of Jewish community life at W&L. 
We are grateful for their support, and we hope 
that, like us, you will be inspired and enter
tained by their reflections. 

An emeritus member of the W&L Board 
of Trustees, Steve Marks is a private inves
tor in Houston, Texas.  He believes that it is 
important to support the W&L Hillel House 

“because it will in part, fulfill the ‘hole’ left 
when the two Jewish fraternities left campus.” 
He believes that the new facility “will provide 
a place for Jewish students to meet, socialize, 

50th reunions are a time to leave your mark and identify with their heritage.” 
on a place. The ZBT class of 1959 is ready 
to do just that. Their big anniversary is Donald W. Sigmund, an avid Redskins fan, 
coming up in spring of 2009, and the broth- started in the insurance business in 1964, and 
ers wanted to mark the occasion by doing is currently associated with The Meltzer Group 
something that would make a difference in Washington DC.  He believes that the new 
at W&L. facility “will enrich all aspects of campus life 

for generations to come.” He hopes that the 
The ’59 ZBTs were inspired by W&L’s plans Hillel House will be a “vibrant, exciting addi
to build a facility for Hillel.  They knew tion to the cultural life of the university.” 
that it was important for the University 
in recruiting Jewish students, so a core of “My generosity in part, has to do with my 
interested members of the class worked tire- 50th reunion, but mostly it is in honor of my 
lessly to discuss what they and their class- lifelong fraternity friends and in memory of 
mates might do.  The group included Steve those who are gone,” said Ralph Evans, who 
Marks, Ralph Evans, Don Sigmund, Steve is retired from the NY Stock Exchange.  He is 
Friedlander, and Ed Levy.  The result of pleased that the Hillel House project crossed 
those efforts today is $1.1 million, including his path this year. 
an endowment for long term maintenance. 
This wonderful leadership gift has brought Steve Friedlander is a retired managing partner 
us more than three fourths of the way of Friedlander Misler law firm.  He will be 
towards our fundraising goal of $4 million. continued on page 2

Childress Challenge Grant 

Don Childress, the Rector of the Board 
of Trustees, has been an advocate for the 
Washington and Lee Hillel House from 
the beginning. He strongly supports 
the goal of enrolling more Jewish 
students at W&L and realizes that the 
Hillel House is crucial to achieving 
the goal. Now, as part of his commit-
ment to W&L’s new campaign, Don 
Childress has committed a $500,000 
matching challenge grant. Knowing 
that we need to raise $1.5 million to 
complete successfully our $4 million 
goal for the Hillel House, beginning 
September 24, 2008, Don Childress 
will give $1 up to $500,000 for every 
$2 in new gifts and pledges contributed 
to the Hillel House. The Rector desires 
that we meet his challenge in gifts and 
pledges by the early part of 2009 so 
that we can begin construction of the 
Hillel House in the summer of 2009. 
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Very Interesting Professors 

The start of Hillel’s Very Interesting Professor series this year began 
in September with a lovely dinner with Professor David Novack and 

By Alex Flaster ’09 

Graham Sheridan  
Appointed to the Hillel 
International Board of 

Directors 

W&L Hillel Invited to Join 
Seven-College Initiative 

Sukkot:  President Ruscio, Christine Robinson, and other guests join 
Hillel for “Pizza in the Hut.”  This year, the sukkah was built in front of 
the Commons. 

This article was written by Jeff Hanna, Executive Director of 


Communications and Public Affairs. It was featured on the W&L 


website the week of November 17th.
 

Washington and Lee is among a group of seven national liberals arts 
colleges included in a pilot initiative being undertaken by Hillel: The 
Foundation for Jewish Campus Life, the largest Jewish campus orga
nization in the world,to enhance the experience for Jewish students 
on smaller campuses. 

Joan Robins, the director of Washington and Lee Hillel, attended a 
training seminar in October as part of the initiative. 

“The first training seminar offered a wonderful opportunity to meet-
colleagues and exchange ideas,” said Robins. “While I am familiar 
with Hillel’s mission and values, it was helpful to discuss ways to 
apply these values to my work with students. The goal is to enrich the 
lives of Jewish students on campus. I am already feeling the support 
from the cohort: W&L is going to be able to send four students on 
the birthright Israel program this winter.” 

The other colleges in the pilot cohort are Bowdoin College, Colgate 
University, Franklin and Marshall College, Lehigh University, 
Middlebury College, and Williams College. The campuses were 
selected on the basis of having one paid professional dedicated to 
Jewish life on campus, high alumni involvement, an open relation
ship with Hillel, and high academic rankings. 

According to Deb Geiger, Hillel International’s Assistant Director of 
the Soref Initiative for Emerging Campuses, the goal is to increase 
student engagement and to double the number of Jewish students 
who participate in immersion experiences such as Alternative Break 
and Taglit-Birthright Israel. 

“There is tremendous potential to develop the Jewish student popu
lations on these campuses by applying a more strategic and focused 
effort,” explained Geiger. “We want to ensure that despite the small 
population, Jewish students feel engaged in Jewish life and have 
access to the same opportunities, like Taglit-Birthright Israel, as do 
campuses with large Jewish student populations.” 

Hillel has committed to the seven-institution cohort for two years 
and will not only work to get students in more meaningful Jewish 
experience on and off campus but also to provide the professional 
with more skills, knowledge and resources. 

his wife.  Professor Novack, head of the Sociology and Anthropology 
department, and his wife told a large gathering of students about the 
charity fund they set up for underprivileged children in the local 
community.  It was a great way to start off the year and it was the 
VIP series’ largest collection of students to date.  

In October, Professor Nathaniel Goldberg, new to the W&L commu
nity, came and enjoyed a pleasant lunch at the Sheridan Livery.  He 
talked about his previous teaching job as well as the Jewish commu
nity at Ohio University.  Professor Goldberg was especially curious 
to see what students thought of Lexington, Virginia and how it felt 
to be Jewish at a small southern school.  

The November VIP was quite a treat because Hillel was invited to 
dine at the Lee House with President Ruscio and his wife for Shabbat. 
The evening was a success and everyone who came was treated to 
a great meal and a fun time.  Students were given a tour of the Lee 
House by Mrs. Ruscio, who invited us to sit at the piano which was 
especially made for Robert E. Lee.  We also heard from Dennis 
Cross, VP for Advancement, about how close W&L is to raising 
enough money to build the W&L Hillel House.  Hillel’s VIP series 
has been fantastic so far and we hope that next year’s events will be 
just as enjoyable. 

“Very Interesting Professors” lunch featuring Philosophy 
Professor Nathaniel Goldberg. 

By Joan Robins 
W&L Hillel is pleased to 
announce that Graham Sheridan 
’11 has been appointed to the 
International Board of Directors 
for Hillel: The Foundation for 
Jewish Campus Life.  The Board 
is a diverse body made up of indi
viduals committed to furthering 
Jewish campus life and is repre
sentative of a broad group of 

Graham Sheridan ’11 has 
been appointed to the Hillel 

community leaders, Hillel profes
sionals and stakeholders.  Board 

International Board of Directors members include individuals 
in Washington, DC. who are active in local Hillels, 

Community Jewish Federations, 
United Jewish Communities, B’nai B’rith, and other partner agen
cies.  Members represent many campus constituencies including ten 
students, Hillel professionals, faculty, and the community at large. 

Hillel seeks a geographic, gender, and age balance with individu
als from across North America, as well as international delegates. 
Student members of the Board are selected based on their campus 
involvement, understanding of Hillel’s work, commitment to Hillel’s 
values, as well as type and size of the university.  

I nominated Graham because he has been actively involved in Hillel 
since his first year at W&L. A natural leader, Graham has helped to 
develop an exciting program for Hillel, and to sustain a Jewish pres
ence on campus.  He enthusiastically shares his passion for Jewish 
living which engages many students, including those not typically 
involved in Jewish life. I believe Graham will be a real asset to the 
Hillel Board during his two-year term. 

Graham expresses much excitement about his appointment, saying 
“I look forward to meeting and working with Jewish students and 
community leaders from across the nation.  I am honored to represent 
Washington and Lee in the Jewish community at large.” 

ZBT ’59 continued from page 1 

celebrating his 50th wedding anniversary and 50th reunion in May at 
Washington and Lee!  Steve feels that “the new Hillel House will be a 
drawing card for prospective Jewish students and their parents.”  He 
hopes that it will send the message that the university is an inclusive 
and embracing campus. 

“My college friendships were invaluable to me,” said Ed Levy, a retired 
psychiatrist from New Orleans. “It was most important for me to 
commemorate this 50th reunion with the gift to the Hillel House.” 

Jerry Sklar is supporting the Hillel House because of his interest in 
furthering something distinctly Jewish at W&L.  For many years Jerry 
has been active in the Memphis Jewish community, serving on many 
boards, including the Federation which funds Hillel at the University 
of Memphis.  “It has been extremely gratifying to observe and measure 
how Hillel has enriched the college experience of Jewish students on 
that campus. I can only hope that W&L does as well.” 

Tony Frank retired in February, 2004 from RBC Dain Rauscher, after 
44 years in the investment business. Like his classmates, Tony believes 
that W&L would greatly benefit from a tangible presence of Jewish 
life on campus. 

Arnold Steiner, retired from the banking business, is living in 
Birmingham. He is pleased that the Hillel House will allow Jewish 
students to have a place to celebrate holidays on campus, rather than 
have to travel out of town.  

We eagerly anticipate groundbreaking day, and thank all those who 
are helping to bring this vision to life. 
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Shabbat with the Ruscios By Josh Posner ’12 

For Shabbat tonight, President Ruscio and his wife invited several 
students from the Hillel to join them in a delicious dinner in their home, 
the Lee House, which was the home of Robert E. Lee in the final year of 
his presidency at the school, before he passed away. There were 9 or 10 
students who attended the intimate occasion. Our wonderful director 
of Hillel, Mrs. Joan Robins, helped coordinate the dinner. 

From the moment I walked in, I felt truly 
welcomed by President and Mrs. Ruscio. The 
Lee house is full of history, from the priceless 
portraits on the wall to the furniture that the Lee 
family once used everyday. Mrs. Ruscio kindly 
gave us a tour of their home, which is prob
ably almost too close to the boisterous freshman 
dorms. There’s a piano in the living room that 
was personally made for Robert E. Lee. You 
could feel the history and see the progression of 
time in the house as it has been maintained to 
its modern condition. It was an honor to explore 
the Lee house, and even more special that our 
current President showed us around. 

Then came the dinner. Of course, we needed 
to say the prayers for Shabbat, the prayer for 
the candles, the kiddush and the Ha-motzi. Traditionally, the woman 
of the household says the prayer for the candles, and then the man of 
the household blesses the bread. We do attend Washington and Lee 
University, so we respect our traditions. Mrs. Ruscio confidently lit 
the candles and President Ruscio helped us bless the Challah. I have 
to say, seeing the Ruscios participate in our Shabbat dinner with such 
respect and interest for Judaism really made me feel that my religion 
was fully supported by the university. We might not have the numbers 

like some schools have, but I bet I would not be celebrating Shabbat in 
the President’s home anywhere else. Dennis Cross, the Vice President 
for University Advancement, whom I sat next to and had a very inter
esting conversation about the population in South Florida, later gave a 
great speech about the Hillel’s progress in terms of its fundraising for 
the Center for Jewish Life, and its dedication to the cause. 

We are getting very close to reaching the $4 
million goal, and are on track to begin construc
tion sometime around the summer of 2009. 
It’s really a very exciting time to be a Jewish 
student at W&L. The university, true to its 
motto-Non Incautus Futuri (Not Unmindful 
of the Future)-, is trying to embrace different 
cultures and lifestyles. I am really excited to see 
a physical presence of Jewish life, and with pride 
and dedication, we will have a center in just a 
couple of years. The passion for progress and 
diversity here makes me proud to be a student 
at such a historic liberal arts university. 

On behalf of the students of Hillel, I want to 
thank President and Mrs. Ruscio for opening 
up their home to us for this special Shabbat. It 

was truly an honor to dine (the chicken was delish!) with them. Our 
Jewish family is small here in Lexington, but our support is strong, 
and that is what makes a this university a great one. 

Shabbat Shalom! 

FOR MORE OF JOSH’S BLOG PLEASE SEE HILLEL’S WEBSITE AT HILLEL.WLU.EDU 

Shabbat at the Lee House:  Kim Ruscio talks to 
students about the history of the Lee House before 
dinner. 

Parents’  and Family Weekend: 
Parents and family members 

enjoyed two Hillel events: 
“First Friday at Five Shabbat 

services and dinner, and a 
bagel brunch on Sunday. 

Birthright Israel: Four students who will be traveling to Israel during 
Winter Break met recently for orientation to the trip. They socialized, 
learned about what to expect in Israel, and sampled falafel, Israeli “ fast 
food”. (right to left: Graham Sheridan ’11, Hugo Clifford ’09, and Brian 
Cherry ’11. Not shown, Jessie Brenner ’10) 

® Donors 2008-2009 �
 
Anonymous 
Mr. Marc Ackerman ’91 
Mr. and Mrs. Darrick H. Alford ’00 
Mr. and Mrs. Arnold M. Applefeld 

’56 in memory of Bernard S. 
Steiner, Jr. ’54, Allen L. Lipsett 
’55, and Byron Berman ’56 

Mr. and Mrs. Lloyd Arkin, in 
honor of Warner Isaacs 

Mrs. Sylvia Armentraut 
Mr. and Mrs. Stanley L. Atlas, in 

honor of Warner Isaacs 
Dr. Richard W. Bank ’55 in honor 

of Paul Weinstein ’55 
Mr. and Mrs. Jack Benjamin ’86 
Mr. and Mrs. Joel H. Bernstein ’57 
Mr. John M. Blume ’54, ’56L 
Mr. Robert Brenner ’67 
Mr. Frederick A. Brimberg ’79 
Ms. Mary Lyn Brittigan 
Dr. and Mrs. Sol G. Brotman ’77 
Dr. and Mrs. Scot Brower ’70 
Dr. Edward A. Brown ’62, in 

honor of his sons, Doug ’92, 
past president, and Larry ’94, 
both founding members 

Prof. David and Beverly Bruck 
Mr. Charles C. Cahn ’70 
Mr. Andrew D. Cantor ’88 
Mr. and Mrs. Irvin Caplan ’58 
Mr. Jay M. Caplan ’64 
Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence H. Cash in 

honor of the birthday 

of Nick Cohen ’64
 

Mr. and Mrs. Nathaniel Cohen ’64 
Dr. Richard W. Cohen ’60 
Mr. Craig H. Coller ’76 
Mr. Joel B. Cooper ’52 
Mr. Richard Coplan ’64 
Mr. and Mrs. Alan Corwin ’62 
Dr. Malcolm Cothran and Joan Robins 
Mr. Philip A. Davidson ’87 
Mr. Charles M. Davidson ’85 
Dean Hank Dobin and 

Bonnie Bernstein 
Mr. Louis M. Dubin ’84 
Dr. and Mrs. Michael R. Dubin ’56 
Dr. Scott Dubit and Dr. Pat Schirmer 
Dr. Mark R. Eaker ’69, W&L 

Board of Trustees 
Mr. Daniel M. Einstein ’83 
Mr. Adam D. Elfenbein ’86L 
Dr. Mimi Elrod 

Mr. Steven Epstein ’67 
Mr. H. Steven Epstein ’67 
Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Evans ’59 
Mr. James D. Farrar, Jr. ’74 in 

memory of James D. Farrar ’49 
Mr. Matt Fink ’04 
Mr. James W. Fishel ’39 
Mr. Mark N. Fishman ’86 
Dr. Henry Fleishman ’70, and 

Mr. Alvin T. Fleishman ’41 
Mr. and Mrs. Stewart Fleming 
Prof. Marcia France 
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen H. 

Friedlander ’59 
Mr. and Mrs. James Freund ’62 
Mr. Jean S. Friedberg ’41 
Mr. David Friedfeld ’83 
Mr. Brian L. Garr ’77 
Mr. and Mrs. Paul A. Garrett 
Mr. and Mrs. William E. Gladstone ’52 
Prof Art Goldsmith and 

Ms. Jan Kaufman 
Mr. Robert T. Goldenberg ’45A, ’49L 
Sam and Marion Golden Helping 

Hand Foundation 
Mr. Jeffrey S. Goldstein 
Prof. and Mrs. Joseph Goldsten 
Profs Sasha Goluboff and Alan McRae 
Mr. Julian H. Good, Jr. ’78 
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas E. Gottsegen ’91 
Mr. and Mrs. Barry A. Greene ’64 
Mr. Brian R. Greene ’94L 
Mr. and Mrs. Leonard C. 

Greenebaum ’56, ’58L in 
honor of Paul and Bunny 
Weinstein’s 50th anniversary 

Ms. Leah Greenberg ’05, past president 
Mr. and Mrs. Andrew B. Greenman ’56 
Mr. Robert J. Grey, Jr. ’76L W&L 

Board of Trustees 
Prof. Mark and Sally Grunewald 
Mr. Thomas D Heldman ’78 
Mr. Charles M. Helzberg ’58, 

through the Charles M. Helzberg 
Philanthropic Fund of the 
Jewish Community Foundation 
of Greater Kansas City 

Hillel: The Foundation for Jewish 
Campus Life, Soref Initiative 
for Emerging Campuses 

Mr. and Mrs. Donald S. Hillman ’46 
Mr. Albert C. Hubbard, Jr. ’59, 

’62L, W&L Board of Trustees 

Mr. and Mrs. John A. Isaacs III ’53 
Mr. Warner A. Isaacs ’57 
Dr. Sidney Isenberg ’42 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert B. Jacobi ’53, ’54L 
Mr. and Mrs. Howard Jacobs ’58 
Mr. Murray R. Jacobson ’66 
Drs. John and Julie Jennings 
Jewish Community Federation 

of Richmond 
Dr. Rachel Zloczover Jones ’94 

and Dr. Robert B. Jones 
Prof and Mrs. James Kahn 
Mr. and Mrs. David A. Kantor ’73 
Dr. and Mrs. Benjamin M. Kaplan ’45 
Dr. and Mrs. Leon D. Katz ’69 
Mr. and Mrs. Clifford H. Kern III ’70 
The Hon. Ronald Kessler ’69 
Mr. and Mrs. John D. Klinedinst ’71, 

’78L, W&L Board of Trustees 
Mr. S L Kopald, Jr. ’43 
Mr. Bruce S. Kramer ’66 
Dr. and Mrs. William Landes 
Dr. and Mrs. Melvyn J. Lapes ’65 
Mr. Malcolm Lassman ’60, ’63L 
Mr. Ron Laupeimer ’66 
Mr. Jay Legum ’62, in honor 

of Nick Cohen ’64 
Mr. David A. Lehman ’99 
Mr. Alan M. Le Vine ’69 
Mr. Barry J. Levin ’68 
Mr. and Mrs. Bernard Levin ’42 
Mr. and Mrs. Michael E. Levin ’64 
Mr. David Levinson ’00 
Hon. Laurence Levitan ’55 
Prof. Simon Levy 
Mr. and Mrs. Morris Lewis ’83 
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen F. 

Lichtenstein ’53 
Mr. and Mrs. Marc Lipman ’73 
Lynchburg Jewish Community Council 
Magdovitz Family Foundation 
Mr. Leslie A. Maister ’96 
Prof. Harvey Markowitz 
Prof. and Mrs. Richard Marks 
Mr. and Mrs. J. Stephen Marks, III ’59 
Mr. Arnold P. Masinter ’62 
Mr. Michael Masinter ’58 
Mr. Paul Maslansky ’54 
Dr. Robert Maslansky ’52 
Mr. and Mrs. Andrew McCutcheon ’48 
Mr. and Mrs. Oliver M. Mendell ’50 
Mr. Joseph Mendelsohn, II ’52 
Mr. and Mrs. Bruce A. Meyers ’70 

continued on page 4 



 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 
  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 
 

Ms. Cornelia Miller 
Mr. and Mrs. Mark E. Miller 
Mr. Stephen D. Miller ’60 
Dr. Frederick Mindel ’66 
Mr. and Mrs. Stanley R. Mitchell ’43 
Mr. Howard L. Mocerf ’68 
Mr. Julian B. Mohr ’52 
Mr. Kenneth B. Murov ’72 
Mr. Bruce Meyers ’70 
Mr. and Mrs. Lester Nathan, in 

honor of Warner Isaacs 
Mr. Paul A. Nathan ’80 
Mr. Philip Norwood ’69, Rector 

Emeritus, W&L Board of Trustees 
Prof. and Mrs. David Novack 
Mr. and Mrs. Neil November ’48 
Mr. Gary S. Okin ’74 
Dr. and Mrs. Michael Okin ’76 
Ms. Robin A. Okin ’03 
Mr. Jonathan H. Pakula ’82 
Mr. James N. Paradies ’51 
Mr. and Mrs. William B. Peard ’76 
Mr. Mark Peterson ’78 
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen L. 

Philipson (both) ’01 
Mr. Donald C. Poppke ’71 
Mr. Marc Randolph ’96L 
Dr. and Mrs. Andrew M. Reibach ’87 
Mr. and Mrs. Kerry Reynolds ’62 
Dr. Scott Rickoff ’73 
Mr. and Mrs. Murray Rippe ’39, in 

memory of Sol Morgan and in 
honor of Kent Braunstein 

Roanoke Jewish Community Council 
Mr. Mort Robins 
Mr. Barnett Robinson, Jr. ’50, 

in memory of Robert
 
(Ruffy) Silverstein ’50
 

Mr. L. A. Rosenstock III ’63 
Mr. Bennett L. Ross ’83 
Mr. and Mrs. Howard Rubel ’78 
Mr. and Mrs. Stanley E. Sacks ’44 
Dr. James S. Sagner ’62 
Dr. John M. Samet ’64, 

in honor of Elliot Schewel ’45 
Mr. Harvey B. Savitt ’68L 
Mr. and Mrs. Mark H. Schaul ’53 
Dr. Chester Schept ’38 
The Hon.and Mrs. Elliot Schewel ’45 
Mr. Jonathan B. Schewel ’80 
Mr. Marc A. Schewel ’69 
Mr. Ellis B. Schulist ’53 
Prof and Mrs. Fred Schwab 
Mr. and Mrs. Jules Shaivitz ’50 
Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Shapira ’96, 

in honor of Max Shapira ’65 
Mr. Max Shapira ’65 

Mr. and Mrs. Bob Shapiro ’64 
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Sharlin ’61 
Dr. Arthur B. Sher ’65 
Mr. and Mrs. Irving M. Shlesinger ’51 
Mr. and Mrs. Dane A. Shrallow ’68 
Mr. Donald W. Sigmund ’59 
Mr. and Mrs. Leed Silverfield ’99 
Dr. and Mrs. Mervin F. Silverman ’60 
Dr. Robert A. Silverman ’73 
Mr. Sam Silverstein Jr. ’49 
Mr. and Mrs. James A. Skinner III ’84 
Mr. Jerald H. Sklar ’59 
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald Sklar ’70 
Mr. Howard R. Sklaroff ’77 
Mr. and Mrs. R. Harrison Smith III ’02 

(Graham Frankel ’02) past president 
Mr. Hatton C. V. Smith, ’73, W&L 

Board of Trustees 
Dr. and Mrs. Firth Spiegel ’61 
Mr. Burton B. Staniar ’64, W&L 

Board of Trustees 
Rabbi and Mrs. Lane Steinger ’68 
Mr. and Mrs. Paul S. Sugar ’70 
Mr. and Mrs. William H. Supon 

’65, in honor of Delta Chapter, 
Phi Epsilon Pi, 1965 

Mr. J. Frank Surface, Jr. ’60 W&L 
Board of Trustees Emeritus 

Mr. Gerald Sussman ’58 
Dr. and Mrs. Michael Sussman ’63 
Mr. and Mrs. Irvin B. Switow ’50 
Ms. Betty K. Taylor 
Mr. Charles G. Thalhimer ’41 
Mr. Charlie Tomm, ’68, ’75L, W&L 

Board of Trustees 
Profs. Matthew Tuchler 

and Beth Belmont 
Mr. and Mrs. John W. Vardaman, Jr. 

’62, W&L Board of Trustees 
Mr. Arnold Vedlitz ’68 
The Hon. Sol Wachtler ’51 
Drs. Mitch Wapner and Cindy Downes 
Mr. Leon J. Warms ’42 in memory of 

his roommate, cousin and best 
friend, Louis Greentree ’42 

Washington and Lee Office 
of Religious Life 

Ms. Alston P. Watt ’89, W&L 
Board of Trustees 

The Hon. and Mrs. Paul H 
Weinstein ’55, in honor two 
50th anniversaries: Bobbie and 
Leonard Greenbaum ’56, ’58L, 
and Barbara and Larry Levitan ’55 

Mr. Phillip Welch and Ms. Cindy Atkins 
Mr. and Mrs. Eric D. White ’74 
Mr. Samuel White ’50L 

Mrs. Anne Farrar Willett, in memory 
of her husband, James Farrar ’49 

Mr. Marc E. Winston ’67 
Mr. J.E. Wise ’53, in memory 

of Si Galperin ’53 
Mr. Jeremy Wise 
Mr. Christopher Wolf ’80L 
Mr. and Mrs. Dave Wolf ’51 
Mr. and Mrs. John A. Wolf ’69A, 

’72L, W&L Board of Trustees 
Mr. and Mrs. John M. Zamoiski ’74 

To Sustain W&L Hillel: 
$1000 or more 

Mr. and Mrs. Arnold M. Applefeld, in 
memory of Bernard Steiner, Jr. ’54, 
Allen Lipsett ’55, 
and Byron Berman ’56 

Mr. Charles Cahn ’70 
Mr. Irwin Caplin ’58 
Mr. and Mrs. Alan Corwin ’62 
Mr. Louis M. Dubin ’84 
Mr. Mark R. Eaker ’69, W&L 

Board of Trustees 
Mr. David Friedfeld ’83L 
Mr. Peter F. George 
Sam and Marion Golden 

Helping Hand Foundation 
Drs. Mark L. and Eva M. Horn 
Mr. Warner A. Isaacs ’57 
Mr. and Mrs. Malcolm 

Lassman ’60A, ’63L 
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Levin ’64 
The Hon. Laurence Levitan ’55 
Mr. and Mrs. Oliver Mendell ’50 
Jewish Community Federation 

of Richmond 
Mr. Charles G. Thalhimer ’41 
Mr. Charlie Tomm ’68, ’75L, W&L 

Board of Trustees 
Drs. Mitch Wapner and 

Cindy Downes 
The Hon. and Mrs. Paul 

A. Weinstein ’55 

W&L Parents and 
Grandparents 

Mr. and Mrs. Carl Berenholtz (VMI)
 
Ms. Devra G. Berkowitz (VMI)
 
Mr. Richard Burpee and Ms. 


Beatrice Kertesz 
Mr. and Mrs. Ardavan Dargahi 
Mr. and Mrs. Martin J. Deitchman 
Mr. and Mrs. Louis Dultz 
Dr. and Mrs. Steven P. Dultz 

Mr. and Mrs. Frank M. Feibelman 
Mrs. Allison MacQueen Felder 
Dr. and Mrs. Alan J. Fink 
Mr. Robert Friedland (VMI) 
Mr. Peter F. George 
Mr. Oscar Gonzales and Ms. Jodi Siegal 
Mr. and Mrs. Jonathan Harvey 
Drs. Mark and Eva Horn 
Mr. and Mrs. David T. Hosler 
Mr. and Mrs. Richard S. Kampf 
Mr. and Mrs. Kosta Kollef 
Mr. Joseph Kovars and Ms. 

Vickie Swanson 
Mr. Samuel B. Kuckley and 

Ms. Roberta M. Alpert 
Ms. Barbara Lehman 
Mr. and Mrs. Morris Lewis ’83 
Ms. Ann Battle Macheras (mother, 

David Sternlicht ’11) 
Ms. Marsha G. Madorsky (mother, 

Whitney Rothstein ’08) 
Ms. Barbara Martin 
Mr. Melvyn B. Mason 
Mr. and Mrs. Scott Mason 
Mr. and Mrs. Joel M. Rockoff 
Mr. and Mrs. Howard Rubel ’78 
Ms. Jill Thomas Rubenstein 
Mr. and Mrs. Brian Sands (VMI) 
Dr. and Mrs. Richard M. Schwartstein 
Mr. and Mrs. Joel Segall 
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Seliber 
Mr. and Mrs. Desmond Sheridan 
Dr. Eric L. Spieler 
Mr. and Mrs. Ron Stern 
Mr. John B. Sternlicht 
Mr. Martin W. Sternlicht 
Mr. Melvin Thomas 
Mr. and Mrs. Alexander Vilenchik 
Mr. and Mrs. Eric White ’74 
Mr. Sam White ’50L 
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Zand (VMI) 
Mr. and Mrs. John M. Zimmerman 

Donors to the new 
Washington and 
Lee Hillel House 

Class Gift: 1959 ZBTs: 
Ralph Evans 
Tony Frank 
Steve Friedlander 
Ed Levy 
Steve Marks 
Donald W. Sigmund 
Jerry Sklar 
Arnold Steiner 

Hillel House Donors continued 

Mr. James S. Apter ’69 
Ms. Cindy Atkins and Mr. Philip Welch 
Mr. John M. Blume ’54, 56L 
Dr. Edward A. Brown ’62 
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Brusca 
Mr. Charles C. Cahn ’70 
Mr. J. Donald Childress ’70, Rector, 

W&L Board of Trustees 
Dr. Richard W. Cohen ’60 
Mr. and Mrs. Alan M. Corwin ’62 
Mr. Andrew R. Curuthers ’87 
Dean Howard N. Dobin and 

Ms. Bonnie Bernstein 
Dr. Michael R. Dubin ’56 
Drs. Scott Dubit and Pat Schirmer 
Mr. and Mrs. Louis Dultz 
Dr. Mark Eaker ’69 W&L 

Board of Trustees 
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel M. Einstein ’83 
Elizabeth and Richard 

Dubin Foundation 
Dr. Mimi Milner Elrod 
Eugene and Emily Grant Foundation 
Mr. Ralph Evans ’59 
Mr. J. Scott Fechnay ’69 W&L 

Board of Trustees 
Mr. Stuart Finestone ’67 
Mr. James Fishel ’39 
Mr. and Mrs. J. Stewart Fleming 
Mr. and Mrs. Anthony J. Frank ’59 
Mr. David K. Friedfeld ’83L 
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen H. 

Friedlander ’59 
Mr. and Mrs. Brian M. Ginsburg 
Prof. Arthur H. Goldsmith 

and Ms. Jan Kaufman 
Prof. Emeritus Joseph Goldsten 
Prof. and Mrs. Mark H. Grunewald 
Mr. and Mrs. David G. Heiman 
Drs. Mark and Eva Horn 
Mr. Warner Isaacs ’57 
Mr. Howard E. Jacobs ’58 
Mr. Samuel B. Kuckley and 

Ms. Roberta M. Alpert 
Mr. Wilfred M. Kullman, Jr. ’58 
Mr. and Mrs. David A. Lehman ’99 
Mr. Barry J. Levin ’68 
Mr. Michael E. Levin ’64 
Dr. Edward Levy, Jr. ’59 
Prof. Simon Levy 
Lynchburg Jewish Community Council 
Mr. J. Hardin Marion ’55, ’58L W&L 

Board of Trustees, Emeritus 
Prof. and Mrs. Richard G. Marks 
Mr. and Mrs. Steve Marks ’59 

Mr. Arnold Masinter ’62 
Mr. E. Michael Masinter ’58 
Dr. Robert A. Maslansky ’52 
Mr. Thomas McJunkin ’70 W&L 

Board of Trustees 
Mr. and Mrs. Oliver M. Mendell ’50 
Jewish Community 

Endowment Foundation 
Mr. Bruce A. Meyers ’70 
Mr. Alvin Y. Milberg ’54L 
Mr. Julian B. Mohr ’52 
Mr. and Mrs. Russell J. Munsell 
Mr. Philip W. Norwood ’69 

Rector Emeritus, W&L
 
Board of Trustees
 

Mr. Gary S. Okin ’74 
Dr. Michael A. Okin ’76 
Ms. Betty K. Taylor 
Mr. M. Amon Rappaport 
Mr. Murray Rippe ’39 
Ms. Joan Robins and Dr. 

Malcolm Cothran 
Ben and Esther Rosenbloom 

Foundation / Mr. and Mrs. 
Howard Rosenbloom ’61 

Mr. Bennett Ross ’83 
Mr. Herbert R. Rubenstein ’74 
Dr. James Sagner ’62 
Mr. Harvey B. Savitt ’68L 
Hon. and Mrs. Elliot S. Schewel ’45 
Mrs. Helene P. Schewel 
Mr. Jonathan B. Schewel ’80 
Mr. Marc A. Schewel ’69 
Mr. Max L. Shapira ’65 
Mr. Richard S. Sharlin ’61 
Mr. Donald W. Sigmund ’59 
Mr. Jerald Sklar ’59 
Dr. Mark E. Smulson ’58 
Mr. Arnold Steiner ’59 
Mr. William H. Supon, Jr. ’65 
Mr. and Mrs. Theodore Van 

Leer ’51 W&L 
Board of Trustees Emeritus 

Hon. Sol Wachtler ’51, ’52L 
Drs. Mitchell J. Wapner and 

Cynthia Downes 
Hon. and Mrs. Paul H. 

Weinstein ’55 
Mr. Eric White ’74 
Mr. Samuel White ’50L 
Mr. Christopher Wolf ’80L 
Mr. Dave Wolf, Jr. ’51 
Ms. Nancy E. Yanofsky 
Mr. Michael L. Young 
Mr. John M. Zamoiski ’74 
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Ms. Cornelia Miller 
Mr. and Mrs. Mark E. Miller 
Mr. Stephen D. Miller ’60 
Dr. Frederick Mindel ’66 
Mr. and Mrs. Stanley R. Mitchell ’43 
Mr. Howard L. Mocerf ’68 
Mr. Julian B. Mohr ’52 
Mr. Kenneth B. Murov ’72 
Mr. Bruce Meyers ’70 
Mr. and Mrs. Lester Nathan, in 

honor of Warner Isaacs 
Mr. Paul A. Nathan ’80 
Mr. Philip Norwood ’69, Rector 

Emeritus, W&L Board of Trustees 
Prof. and Mrs. David Novack 
Mr. and Mrs. Neil November ’48 
Mr. Gary S. Okin ’74 
Dr. and Mrs. Michael Okin ’76 
Ms. Robin A. Okin ’03 
Mr. Jonathan H. Pakula ’82 
Mr. James N. Paradies ’51 
Mr. and Mrs. William B. Peard ’76 
Mr. Mark Peterson ’78 
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen L. 

Philipson (both) ’01 
Mr. Donald C. Poppke ’71 
Mr. Marc Randolph ’96L 
Dr. and Mrs. Andrew M. Reibach ’87 
Mr. and Mrs. Kerry Reynolds ’62 
Dr. Scott Rickoff ’73 
Mr. and Mrs. Murray Rippe ’39, in 

memory of Sol Morgan and in 
honor of Kent Braunstein 

Roanoke Jewish Community Council 
Mr. Mort Robins 
Mr. Barnett Robinson, Jr. ’50, 

in memory of Robert
 
(Ruffy) Silverstein ’50
 

Mr. L. A. Rosenstock III ’63 
Mr. Bennett L. Ross ’83 
Mr. and Mrs. Howard Rubel ’78 
Mr. and Mrs. Stanley E. Sacks ’44 
Dr. James S. Sagner ’62 
Dr. John M. Samet ’64, 

in honor of Elliot Schewel ’45 
Mr. Harvey B. Savitt ’68L 
Mr. and Mrs. Mark H. Schaul ’53 
Dr. Chester Schept ’38 
The Hon.and Mrs. Elliot Schewel ’45 
Mr. Jonathan B. Schewel ’80 
Mr. Marc A. Schewel ’69 
Mr. Ellis B. Schulist ’53 
Prof and Mrs. Fred Schwab 
Mr. and Mrs. Jules Shaivitz ’50 
Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Shapira ’96, 

in honor of Max Shapira ’65 
Mr. Max Shapira ’65 

Mr. and Mrs. Bob Shapiro ’64 
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Sharlin ’61 
Dr. Arthur B. Sher ’65 
Mr. and Mrs. Irving M. Shlesinger ’51 
Mr. and Mrs. Dane A. Shrallow ’68 
Mr. Donald W. Sigmund ’59 
Mr. and Mrs. Leed Silverfield ’99 
Dr. and Mrs. Mervin F. Silverman ’60 
Dr. Robert A. Silverman ’73 
Mr. Sam Silverstein Jr. ’49 
Mr. and Mrs. James A. Skinner III ’84 
Mr. Jerald H. Sklar ’59 
Mr. and Mrs. Ronald Sklar ’70 
Mr. Howard R. Sklaroff ’77 
Mr. and Mrs. R. Harrison Smith III ’02 

(Graham Frankel ’02) past president 
Mr. Hatton C. V. Smith, ’73, W&L 

Board of Trustees 
Dr. and Mrs. Firth Spiegel ’61 
Mr. Burton B. Staniar ’64, W&L 

Board of Trustees 
Rabbi and Mrs. Lane Steinger ’68 
Mr. and Mrs. Paul S. Sugar ’70 
Mr. and Mrs. William H. Supon 

’65, in honor of Delta Chapter, 
Phi Epsilon Pi, 1965 

Mr. J. Frank Surface, Jr. ’60 W&L 
Board of Trustees Emeritus 

Mr. Gerald Sussman ’58 
Dr. and Mrs. Michael Sussman ’63 
Mr. and Mrs. Irvin B. Switow ’50 
Ms. Betty K. Taylor 
Mr. Charles G. Thalhimer ’41 
Mr. Charlie Tomm, ’68, ’75L, W&L 

Board of Trustees 
Profs. Matthew Tuchler 

and Beth Belmont 
Mr. and Mrs. John W. Vardaman, Jr. 

’62, W&L Board of Trustees 
Mr. Arnold Vedlitz ’68 
The Hon. Sol Wachtler ’51 
Drs. Mitch Wapner and Cindy Downes 
Mr. Leon J. Warms ’42 in memory of 

his roommate, cousin and best 
friend, Louis Greentree ’42 

Washington and Lee Office 
of Religious Life 

Ms. Alston P. Watt ’89, W&L 
Board of Trustees 

The Hon. and Mrs. Paul H 
Weinstein ’55, in honor two 
50th anniversaries: Bobbie and 
Leonard Greenbaum ’56, ’58L, 
and Barbara and Larry Levitan ’55 

Mr. Phillip Welch and Ms. Cindy Atkins 
Mr. and Mrs. Eric D. White ’74 
Mr. Samuel White ’50L 

Mrs. Anne Farrar Willett, in memory 
of her husband, James Farrar ’49 

Mr. Marc E. Winston ’67 
Mr. J.E. Wise ’53, in memory 

of Si Galperin ’53 
Mr. Jeremy Wise 
Mr. Christopher Wolf ’80L 
Mr. and Mrs. Dave Wolf ’51 
Mr. and Mrs. John A. Wolf ’69A, 

’72L, W&L Board of Trustees 
Mr. and Mrs. John M. Zamoiski ’74 

To Sustain W&L Hillel: 
$1000 or more 

Mr. and Mrs. Arnold M. Applefeld, in 
memory of Bernard Steiner, Jr. ’54, 
Allen Lipsett ’55, 
and Byron Berman ’56 

Mr. Charles Cahn ’70 
Mr. Irwin Caplin ’58 
Mr. and Mrs. Alan Corwin ’62 
Mr. Louis M. Dubin ’84 
Mr. Mark R. Eaker ’69, W&L 

Board of Trustees 
Mr. David Friedfeld ’83L 
Mr. Peter F. George 
Sam and Marion Golden 

Helping Hand Foundation 
Drs. Mark L. and Eva M. Horn 
Mr. Warner A. Isaacs ’57 
Mr. and Mrs. Malcolm 

Lassman ’60A, ’63L 
Mr. and Mrs. Michael Levin ’64 
The Hon. Laurence Levitan ’55 
Mr. and Mrs. Oliver Mendell ’50 
Jewish Community Federation 

of Richmond 
Mr. Charles G. Thalhimer ’41 
Mr. Charlie Tomm ’68, ’75L, W&L 

Board of Trustees 
Drs. Mitch Wapner and 

Cindy Downes 
The Hon. and Mrs. Paul 

A. Weinstein ’55 

W&L Parents and 
Grandparents 

Mr. and Mrs. Carl Berenholtz (VMI)
 
Ms. Devra G. Berkowitz (VMI)
 
Mr. Richard Burpee and Ms. 


Beatrice Kertesz 
Mr. and Mrs. Ardavan Dargahi 
Mr. and Mrs. Martin J. Deitchman 
Mr. and Mrs. Louis Dultz 
Dr. and Mrs. Steven P. Dultz 

Mr. and Mrs. Frank M. Feibelman 
Mrs. Allison MacQueen Felder 
Dr. and Mrs. Alan J. Fink 
Mr. Robert Friedland (VMI) 
Mr. Peter F. George 
Mr. Oscar Gonzales and Ms. Jodi Siegal 
Mr. and Mrs. Jonathan Harvey 
Drs. Mark and Eva Horn 
Mr. and Mrs. David T. Hosler 
Mr. and Mrs. Richard S. Kampf 
Mr. and Mrs. Kosta Kollef 
Mr. Joseph Kovars and Ms. 

Vickie Swanson 
Mr. Samuel B. Kuckley and 

Ms. Roberta M. Alpert 
Ms. Barbara Lehman 
Mr. and Mrs. Morris Lewis ’83 
Ms. Ann Battle Macheras (mother, 

David Sternlicht ’11) 
Ms. Marsha G. Madorsky (mother, 

Whitney Rothstein ’08) 
Ms. Barbara Martin 
Mr. Melvyn B. Mason 
Mr. and Mrs. Scott Mason 
Mr. and Mrs. Joel M. Rockoff 
Mr. and Mrs. Howard Rubel ’78 
Ms. Jill Thomas Rubenstein 
Mr. and Mrs. Brian Sands (VMI) 
Dr. and Mrs. Richard M. Schwartstein 
Mr. and Mrs. Joel Segall 
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Seliber 
Mr. and Mrs. Desmond Sheridan 
Dr. Eric L. Spieler 
Mr. and Mrs. Ron Stern 
Mr. John B. Sternlicht 
Mr. Martin W. Sternlicht 
Mr. Melvin Thomas 
Mr. and Mrs. Alexander Vilenchik 
Mr. and Mrs. Eric White ’74 
Mr. Sam White ’50L 
Mr. and Mrs. Mark Zand (VMI) 
Mr. and Mrs. John M. Zimmerman 

Donors to the new 
Washington and 
Lee Hillel House 

Class Gift: 1959 ZBTs: 
Ralph Evans 
Tony Frank 
Steve Friedlander 
Ed Levy 
Steve Marks 
Donald W. Sigmund 
Jerry Sklar 
Arnold Steiner 

Hillel House Donors continued 

Mr. James S. Apter ’69 
Ms. Cindy Atkins and Mr. Philip Welch 
Mr. John M. Blume ’54, 56L 
Dr. Edward A. Brown ’62 
Mr. and Mrs. Richard Brusca 
Mr. Charles C. Cahn ’70 
Mr. J. Donald Childress ’70, Rector, 

W&L Board of Trustees 
Dr. Richard W. Cohen ’60 
Mr. and Mrs. Alan M. Corwin ’62 
Mr. Andrew R. Curuthers ’87 
Dean Howard N. Dobin and 

Ms. Bonnie Bernstein 
Dr. Michael R. Dubin ’56 
Drs. Scott Dubit and Pat Schirmer 
Mr. and Mrs. Louis Dultz 
Dr. Mark Eaker ’69 W&L 

Board of Trustees 
Mr. and Mrs. Daniel M. Einstein ’83 
Elizabeth and Richard 

Dubin Foundation 
Dr. Mimi Milner Elrod 
Eugene and Emily Grant Foundation 
Mr. Ralph Evans ’59 
Mr. J. Scott Fechnay ’69 W&L 

Board of Trustees 
Mr. Stuart Finestone ’67 
Mr. James Fishel ’39 
Mr. and Mrs. J. Stewart Fleming 
Mr. and Mrs. Anthony J. Frank ’59 
Mr. David K. Friedfeld ’83L 
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen H. 

Friedlander ’59 
Mr. and Mrs. Brian M. Ginsburg 
Prof. Arthur H. Goldsmith 

and Ms. Jan Kaufman 
Prof. Emeritus Joseph Goldsten 
Prof. and Mrs. Mark H. Grunewald 
Mr. and Mrs. David G. Heiman 
Drs. Mark and Eva Horn 
Mr. Warner Isaacs ’57 
Mr. Howard E. Jacobs ’58 
Mr. Samuel B. Kuckley and 

Ms. Roberta M. Alpert 
Mr. Wilfred M. Kullman, Jr. ’58 
Mr. and Mrs. David A. Lehman ’99 
Mr. Barry J. Levin ’68 
Mr. Michael E. Levin ’64 
Dr. Edward Levy, Jr. ’59 
Prof. Simon Levy 
Lynchburg Jewish Community Council 
Mr. J. Hardin Marion ’55, ’58L W&L 

Board of Trustees, Emeritus 
Prof. and Mrs. Richard G. Marks 
Mr. and Mrs. Steve Marks ’59 

Mr. Arnold Masinter ’62 
Mr. E. Michael Masinter ’58 
Dr. Robert A. Maslansky ’52 
Mr. Thomas McJunkin ’70 W&L 

Board of Trustees 
Mr. and Mrs. Oliver M. Mendell ’50 
Jewish Community 

Endowment Foundation 
Mr. Bruce A. Meyers ’70 
Mr. Alvin Y. Milberg ’54L 
Mr. Julian B. Mohr ’52 
Mr. and Mrs. Russell J. Munsell 
Mr. Philip W. Norwood ’69 

Rector Emeritus, W&L
 
Board of Trustees
 

Mr. Gary S. Okin ’74 
Dr. Michael A. Okin ’76 
Ms. Betty K. Taylor 
Mr. M. Amon Rappaport 
Mr. Murray Rippe ’39 
Ms. Joan Robins and Dr. 

Malcolm Cothran 
Ben and Esther Rosenbloom 

Foundation / Mr. and Mrs. 
Howard Rosenbloom ’61 

Mr. Bennett Ross ’83 
Mr. Herbert R. Rubenstein ’74 
Dr. James Sagner ’62 
Mr. Harvey B. Savitt ’68L 
Hon. and Mrs. Elliot S. Schewel ’45 
Mrs. Helene P. Schewel 
Mr. Jonathan B. Schewel ’80 
Mr. Marc A. Schewel ’69 
Mr. Max L. Shapira ’65 
Mr. Richard S. Sharlin ’61 
Mr. Donald W. Sigmund ’59 
Mr. Jerald Sklar ’59 
Dr. Mark E. Smulson ’58 
Mr. Arnold Steiner ’59 
Mr. William H. Supon, Jr. ’65 
Mr. and Mrs. Theodore Van 

Leer ’51 W&L 
Board of Trustees Emeritus 

Hon. Sol Wachtler ’51, ’52L 
Drs. Mitchell J. Wapner and 

Cynthia Downes 
Hon. and Mrs. Paul H. 

Weinstein ’55 
Mr. Eric White ’74 
Mr. Samuel White ’50L 
Mr. Christopher Wolf ’80L 
Mr. Dave Wolf, Jr. ’51 
Ms. Nancy E. Yanofsky 
Mr. Michael L. Young 
Mr. John M. Zamoiski ’74 
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Shabbat with the Ruscios By Josh Posner ’12 

For Shabbat tonight, President Ruscio and his wife invited several 
students from the Hillel to join them in a delicious dinner in their home, 
the Lee House, which was the home of Robert E. Lee in the final year of 
his presidency at the school, before he passed away. There were 9 or 10 
students who attended the intimate occasion. Our wonderful director 
of Hillel, Mrs. Joan Robins, helped coordinate the dinner. 

From the moment I walked in, I felt truly 
welcomed by President and Mrs. Ruscio. The 
Lee house is full of history, from the priceless 
portraits on the wall to the furniture that the Lee 
family once used everyday. Mrs. Ruscio kindly 
gave us a tour of their home, which is prob
ably almost too close to the boisterous freshman 
dorms. There’s a piano in the living room that 
was personally made for Robert E. Lee. You 
could feel the history and see the progression of 
time in the house as it has been maintained to 
its modern condition. It was an honor to explore 
the Lee house, and even more special that our 
current President showed us around. 

Then came the dinner. Of course, we needed 
to say the prayers for Shabbat, the prayer for 
the candles, the kiddush and the Ha-motzi. Traditionally, the woman 
of the household says the prayer for the candles, and then the man of 
the household blesses the bread. We do attend Washington and Lee 
University, so we respect our traditions. Mrs. Ruscio confidently lit 
the candles and President Ruscio helped us bless the Challah. I have 
to say, seeing the Ruscios participate in our Shabbat dinner with such 
respect and interest for Judaism really made me feel that my religion 
was fully supported by the university. We might not have the numbers 

like some schools have, but I bet I would not be celebrating Shabbat in 
the President’s home anywhere else. Dennis Cross, the Vice President 
for University Advancement, whom I sat next to and had a very inter
esting conversation about the population in South Florida, later gave a 
great speech about the Hillel’s progress in terms of its fundraising for 
the Center for Jewish Life, and its dedication to the cause. 

We are getting very close to reaching the $4 
million goal, and are on track to begin construc
tion sometime around the summer of 2009. 
It’s really a very exciting time to be a Jewish 
student at W&L. The university, true to its 
motto-Non Incautus Futuri (Not Unmindful 
of the Future)-, is trying to embrace different 
cultures and lifestyles. I am really excited to see 
a physical presence of Jewish life, and with pride 
and dedication, we will have a center in just a 
couple of years. The passion for progress and 
diversity here makes me proud to be a student 
at such a historic liberal arts university. 

On behalf of the students of Hillel, I want to 
thank President and Mrs. Ruscio for opening 
up their home to us for this special Shabbat. It 

was truly an honor to dine (the chicken was delish!) with them. Our 
Jewish family is small here in Lexington, but our support is strong, 
and that is what makes a this university a great one. 

Shabbat Shalom! 

FOR MORE OF JOSH’S BLOG PLEASE SEE HILLEL’S WEBSITE AT HILLEL.WLU.EDU 

Shabbat at the Lee House:  Kim Ruscio talks to 
students about the history of the Lee House before 
dinner. 

Parents’  and Family Weekend: 
Parents and family members 

enjoyed two Hillel events: 
“First Friday at Five Shabbat 

services and dinner, and a 
bagel brunch on Sunday. 

Birthright Israel: Four students who will be traveling to Israel during 
Winter Break met recently for orientation to the trip. They socialized, 
learned about what to expect in Israel, and sampled falafel, Israeli “ fast 
food”. (right to left: Graham Sheridan ’11, Hugo Clifford ’09, and Brian 
Cherry ’11. Not shown, Jessie Brenner ’10) 

® Donors 2008-2009 �
 
Anonymous 
Mr. Marc Ackerman ’91 
Mr. and Mrs. Darrick H. Alford ’00 
Mr. and Mrs. Arnold M. Applefeld 

’56 in memory of Bernard S. 
Steiner, Jr. ’54, Allen L. Lipsett 
’55, and Byron Berman ’56 

Mr. and Mrs. Lloyd Arkin, in 
honor of Warner Isaacs 

Mrs. Sylvia Armentraut 
Mr. and Mrs. Stanley L. Atlas, in 

honor of Warner Isaacs 
Dr. Richard W. Bank ’55 in honor 

of Paul Weinstein ’55 
Mr. and Mrs. Jack Benjamin ’86 
Mr. and Mrs. Joel H. Bernstein ’57 
Mr. John M. Blume ’54, ’56L 
Mr. Robert Brenner ’67 
Mr. Frederick A. Brimberg ’79 
Ms. Mary Lyn Brittigan 
Dr. and Mrs. Sol G. Brotman ’77 
Dr. and Mrs. Scot Brower ’70 
Dr. Edward A. Brown ’62, in 

honor of his sons, Doug ’92, 
past president, and Larry ’94, 
both founding members 

Prof. David and Beverly Bruck 
Mr. Charles C. Cahn ’70 
Mr. Andrew D. Cantor ’88 
Mr. and Mrs. Irvin Caplan ’58 
Mr. Jay M. Caplan ’64 
Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence H. Cash in 

honor of the birthday 

of Nick Cohen ’64
 

Mr. and Mrs. Nathaniel Cohen ’64 
Dr. Richard W. Cohen ’60 
Mr. Craig H. Coller ’76 
Mr. Joel B. Cooper ’52 
Mr. Richard Coplan ’64 
Mr. and Mrs. Alan Corwin ’62 
Dr. Malcolm Cothran and Joan Robins 
Mr. Philip A. Davidson ’87 
Mr. Charles M. Davidson ’85 
Dean Hank Dobin and 

Bonnie Bernstein 
Mr. Louis M. Dubin ’84 
Dr. and Mrs. Michael R. Dubin ’56 
Dr. Scott Dubit and Dr. Pat Schirmer 
Dr. Mark R. Eaker ’69, W&L 

Board of Trustees 
Mr. Daniel M. Einstein ’83 
Mr. Adam D. Elfenbein ’86L 
Dr. Mimi Elrod 

Mr. Steven Epstein ’67 
Mr. H. Steven Epstein ’67 
Mr. and Mrs. Ralph Evans ’59 
Mr. James D. Farrar, Jr. ’74 in 

memory of James D. Farrar ’49 
Mr. Matt Fink ’04 
Mr. James W. Fishel ’39 
Mr. Mark N. Fishman ’86 
Dr. Henry Fleishman ’70, and 

Mr. Alvin T. Fleishman ’41 
Mr. and Mrs. Stewart Fleming 
Prof. Marcia France 
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen H. 

Friedlander ’59 
Mr. and Mrs. James Freund ’62 
Mr. Jean S. Friedberg ’41 
Mr. David Friedfeld ’83 
Mr. Brian L. Garr ’77 
Mr. and Mrs. Paul A. Garrett 
Mr. and Mrs. William E. Gladstone ’52 
Prof Art Goldsmith and 

Ms. Jan Kaufman 
Mr. Robert T. Goldenberg ’45A, ’49L 
Sam and Marion Golden Helping 

Hand Foundation 
Mr. Jeffrey S. Goldstein 
Prof. and Mrs. Joseph Goldsten 
Profs Sasha Goluboff and Alan McRae 
Mr. Julian H. Good, Jr. ’78 
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas E. Gottsegen ’91 
Mr. and Mrs. Barry A. Greene ’64 
Mr. Brian R. Greene ’94L 
Mr. and Mrs. Leonard C. 

Greenebaum ’56, ’58L in 
honor of Paul and Bunny 
Weinstein’s 50th anniversary 

Ms. Leah Greenberg ’05, past president 
Mr. and Mrs. Andrew B. Greenman ’56 
Mr. Robert J. Grey, Jr. ’76L W&L 

Board of Trustees 
Prof. Mark and Sally Grunewald 
Mr. Thomas D Heldman ’78 
Mr. Charles M. Helzberg ’58, 

through the Charles M. Helzberg 
Philanthropic Fund of the 
Jewish Community Foundation 
of Greater Kansas City 

Hillel: The Foundation for Jewish 
Campus Life, Soref Initiative 
for Emerging Campuses 

Mr. and Mrs. Donald S. Hillman ’46 
Mr. Albert C. Hubbard, Jr. ’59, 

’62L, W&L Board of Trustees 

Mr. and Mrs. John A. Isaacs III ’53 
Mr. Warner A. Isaacs ’57 
Dr. Sidney Isenberg ’42 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert B. Jacobi ’53, ’54L 
Mr. and Mrs. Howard Jacobs ’58 
Mr. Murray R. Jacobson ’66 
Drs. John and Julie Jennings 
Jewish Community Federation 

of Richmond 
Dr. Rachel Zloczover Jones ’94 

and Dr. Robert B. Jones 
Prof and Mrs. James Kahn 
Mr. and Mrs. David A. Kantor ’73 
Dr. and Mrs. Benjamin M. Kaplan ’45 
Dr. and Mrs. Leon D. Katz ’69 
Mr. and Mrs. Clifford H. Kern III ’70 
The Hon. Ronald Kessler ’69 
Mr. and Mrs. John D. Klinedinst ’71, 

’78L, W&L Board of Trustees 
Mr. S L Kopald, Jr. ’43 
Mr. Bruce S. Kramer ’66 
Dr. and Mrs. William Landes 
Dr. and Mrs. Melvyn J. Lapes ’65 
Mr. Malcolm Lassman ’60, ’63L 
Mr. Ron Laupeimer ’66 
Mr. Jay Legum ’62, in honor 

of Nick Cohen ’64 
Mr. David A. Lehman ’99 
Mr. Alan M. Le Vine ’69 
Mr. Barry J. Levin ’68 
Mr. and Mrs. Bernard Levin ’42 
Mr. and Mrs. Michael E. Levin ’64 
Mr. David Levinson ’00 
Hon. Laurence Levitan ’55 
Prof. Simon Levy 
Mr. and Mrs. Morris Lewis ’83 
Mr. and Mrs. Stephen F. 

Lichtenstein ’53 
Mr. and Mrs. Marc Lipman ’73 
Lynchburg Jewish Community Council 
Magdovitz Family Foundation 
Mr. Leslie A. Maister ’96 
Prof. Harvey Markowitz 
Prof. and Mrs. Richard Marks 
Mr. and Mrs. J. Stephen Marks, III ’59 
Mr. Arnold P. Masinter ’62 
Mr. Michael Masinter ’58 
Mr. Paul Maslansky ’54 
Dr. Robert Maslansky ’52 
Mr. and Mrs. Andrew McCutcheon ’48 
Mr. and Mrs. Oliver M. Mendell ’50 
Mr. Joseph Mendelsohn, II ’52 
Mr. and Mrs. Bruce A. Meyers ’70 

continued on page 4 
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Very Interesting Professors 

The start of Hillel’s Very Interesting Professor series this year began 
in September with a lovely dinner with Professor David Novack and 

By Alex Flaster ’09 

Graham Sheridan  
Appointed to the Hillel 
International Board of 

Directors 

W&L Hillel Invited to Join 
Seven-College Initiative 

Sukkot:  President Ruscio, Christine Robinson, and other guests join 
Hillel for “Pizza in the Hut.”  This year, the sukkah was built in front of 
the Commons. 

This article was written by Jeff Hanna, Executive Director of 


Communications and Public Affairs. It was featured on the W&L 


website the week of November 17th.
 

Washington and Lee is among a group of seven national liberals arts 
colleges included in a pilot initiative being undertaken by Hillel: The 
Foundation for Jewish Campus Life, the largest Jewish campus orga
nization in the world,to enhance the experience for Jewish students 
on smaller campuses. 

Joan Robins, the director of Washington and Lee Hillel, attended a 
training seminar in October as part of the initiative. 

“The first training seminar offered a wonderful opportunity to meet-
colleagues and exchange ideas,” said Robins. “While I am familiar 
with Hillel’s mission and values, it was helpful to discuss ways to 
apply these values to my work with students. The goal is to enrich the 
lives of Jewish students on campus. I am already feeling the support 
from the cohort: W&L is going to be able to send four students on 
the birthright Israel program this winter.” 

The other colleges in the pilot cohort are Bowdoin College, Colgate 
University, Franklin and Marshall College, Lehigh University, 
Middlebury College, and Williams College. The campuses were 
selected on the basis of having one paid professional dedicated to 
Jewish life on campus, high alumni involvement, an open relation
ship with Hillel, and high academic rankings. 

According to Deb Geiger, Hillel International’s Assistant Director of 
the Soref Initiative for Emerging Campuses, the goal is to increase 
student engagement and to double the number of Jewish students 
who participate in immersion experiences such as Alternative Break 
and Taglit-Birthright Israel. 

“There is tremendous potential to develop the Jewish student popu
lations on these campuses by applying a more strategic and focused 
effort,” explained Geiger. “We want to ensure that despite the small 
population, Jewish students feel engaged in Jewish life and have 
access to the same opportunities, like Taglit-Birthright Israel, as do 
campuses with large Jewish student populations.” 

Hillel has committed to the seven-institution cohort for two years 
and will not only work to get students in more meaningful Jewish 
experience on and off campus but also to provide the professional 
with more skills, knowledge and resources. 

his wife.  Professor Novack, head of the Sociology and Anthropology 
department, and his wife told a large gathering of students about the 
charity fund they set up for underprivileged children in the local 
community.  It was a great way to start off the year and it was the 
VIP series’ largest collection of students to date.  

In October, Professor Nathaniel Goldberg, new to the W&L commu
nity, came and enjoyed a pleasant lunch at the Sheridan Livery.  He 
talked about his previous teaching job as well as the Jewish commu
nity at Ohio University.  Professor Goldberg was especially curious 
to see what students thought of Lexington, Virginia and how it felt 
to be Jewish at a small southern school.  

The November VIP was quite a treat because Hillel was invited to 
dine at the Lee House with President Ruscio and his wife for Shabbat. 
The evening was a success and everyone who came was treated to 
a great meal and a fun time.  Students were given a tour of the Lee 
House by Mrs. Ruscio, who invited us to sit at the piano which was 
especially made for Robert E. Lee.  We also heard from Dennis 
Cross, VP for Advancement, about how close W&L is to raising 
enough money to build the W&L Hillel House.  Hillel’s VIP series 
has been fantastic so far and we hope that next year’s events will be 
just as enjoyable. 

“Very Interesting Professors” lunch featuring Philosophy 
Professor Nathaniel Goldberg. 

By Joan Robins 
W&L Hillel is pleased to 
announce that Graham Sheridan 
’11 has been appointed to the 
International Board of Directors 
for Hillel: The Foundation for 
Jewish Campus Life.  The Board 
is a diverse body made up of indi
viduals committed to furthering 
Jewish campus life and is repre
sentative of a broad group of 

Graham Sheridan ’11 has 
been appointed to the Hillel 

community leaders, Hillel profes
sionals and stakeholders.  Board 

International Board of Directors members include individuals 
in Washington, DC. who are active in local Hillels, 

Community Jewish Federations, 
United Jewish Communities, B’nai B’rith, and other partner agen
cies.  Members represent many campus constituencies including ten 
students, Hillel professionals, faculty, and the community at large. 

Hillel seeks a geographic, gender, and age balance with individu
als from across North America, as well as international delegates. 
Student members of the Board are selected based on their campus 
involvement, understanding of Hillel’s work, commitment to Hillel’s 
values, as well as type and size of the university.  

I nominated Graham because he has been actively involved in Hillel 
since his first year at W&L. A natural leader, Graham has helped to 
develop an exciting program for Hillel, and to sustain a Jewish pres
ence on campus.  He enthusiastically shares his passion for Jewish 
living which engages many students, including those not typically 
involved in Jewish life. I believe Graham will be a real asset to the 
Hillel Board during his two-year term. 

Graham expresses much excitement about his appointment, saying 
“I look forward to meeting and working with Jewish students and 
community leaders from across the nation.  I am honored to represent 
Washington and Lee in the Jewish community at large.” 

ZBT ’59 continued from page 1 

celebrating his 50th wedding anniversary and 50th reunion in May at 
Washington and Lee!  Steve feels that “the new Hillel House will be a 
drawing card for prospective Jewish students and their parents.”  He 
hopes that it will send the message that the university is an inclusive 
and embracing campus. 

“My college friendships were invaluable to me,” said Ed Levy, a retired 
psychiatrist from New Orleans. “It was most important for me to 
commemorate this 50th reunion with the gift to the Hillel House.” 

Jerry Sklar is supporting the Hillel House because of his interest in 
furthering something distinctly Jewish at W&L.  For many years Jerry 
has been active in the Memphis Jewish community, serving on many 
boards, including the Federation which funds Hillel at the University 
of Memphis.  “It has been extremely gratifying to observe and measure 
how Hillel has enriched the college experience of Jewish students on 
that campus. I can only hope that W&L does as well.” 

Tony Frank retired in February, 2004 from RBC Dain Rauscher, after 
44 years in the investment business. Like his classmates, Tony believes 
that W&L would greatly benefit from a tangible presence of Jewish 
life on campus. 

Arnold Steiner, retired from the banking business, is living in 
Birmingham. He is pleased that the Hillel House will allow Jewish 
students to have a place to celebrate holidays on campus, rather than 
have to travel out of town.  

We eagerly anticipate groundbreaking day, and thank all those who 
are helping to bring this vision to life. 
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Bottom Row (L) to (R): Jerry Sklar, Steve 
Friedlander, (middle) Arnold Steiner, Donald 
W. Sigmund, Steve Marks, (top row) Tony 
Frank, Ralph Evans, Ed Levy. 

ZBT Class of 1959 Makes a Leadership Gift to the Hillel House 
Thanks to the ’59 ZBTs, we are within sight 
of breaking ground by September 2009.  

In this issue of The Star, we recognize and 
thank the great guys in the ZBT class of ’59. 
These alumni are helping to shape an excit
ing vision of Jewish community life at W&L. 
We are grateful for their support, and we hope 
that, like us, you will be inspired and enter
tained by their reflections. 

An emeritus member of the W&L Board 
of Trustees, Steve Marks is a private inves
tor in Houston, Texas.  He believes that it is 
important to support the W&L Hillel House 

“because it will in part, fulfill the ‘hole’ left 
when the two Jewish fraternities left campus.” 
He believes that the new facility “will provide 
a place for Jewish students to meet, socialize, 

50th reunions are a time to leave your mark and identify with their heritage.” 
on a place. The ZBT class of 1959 is ready 
to do just that. Their big anniversary is Donald W. Sigmund, an avid Redskins fan, 
coming up in spring of 2009, and the broth-started in the insurance business in 1964, and 
ers wanted to mark the occasion by doing is currently associated with The Meltzer Group 
something that would make a difference in Washington DC.  He believes that the new 
at W&L. facility “will enrich all aspects of campus life 

for generations to come.” He hopes that the 
The ’59 ZBTs were inspired by W&L’s plans Hillel House will be a “vibrant, exciting addi
to build a facility for Hillel.  They knew tion to the cultural life of the university.” 
that it was important for the University 
in recruiting Jewish students, so a core of “My generosity in part, has to do with my 
interested members of the class worked tire-50th reunion, but mostly it is in honor of my 
lessly to discuss what they and their class-lifelong fraternity friends and in memory of 
mates might do.  The group included Steve those who are gone,” said Ralph Evans, who 
Marks, Ralph Evans, Don Sigmund, Steve is retired from the NY Stock Exchange.  He is 
Friedlander, and Ed Levy.  The result of pleased that the Hillel House project crossed 
those efforts today is $1.1 million, including his path this year. 
an endowment for long term maintenance. 
This wonderful leadership gift has brought Steve Friedlander is a retired managing partner 
us more than three fourths of the way of Friedlander Misler law firm.  He will be 
towards our fundraising goal of $4 million. continued on page 2

Childress Challenge Grant 

Don Childress, the Rector of the Board 
of Trustees, has been an advocate for the 
Washington and Lee Hillel House from 
the beginning. He strongly supports 
the goal of enrolling more Jewish 
students at W&L and realizes that the 
Hillel House is crucial to achieving 
the goal. Now, as part of his commit-
ment to W&L’s new campaign, Don 
Childress has committed a $500,000 
matching challenge grant. Knowing 
that we need to raise $1.5 million to 
complete successfully our $4 million 
goal for the Hillel House, beginning 
September 24, 2008, Don Childress 
will give $1 up to $500,000 for every 
$2 in new gifts and pledges contributed 
to the Hillel House. The Rector desires 
that we meet his challenge in gifts and 
pledges by the early part of 2009 so 
that we can begin construction of the 
Hillel House in the summer of 2009. 
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