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Editor’s Note

* OME OF THESE PAPERS are scholarly in the most formal sense of that
» concept; others are more personal or anecdotal. These traits are
reflected in tone, style, and even source notes.

In quoted material, we have retained the original spelling, punctua-
tion, capitalization, and other anomalies.

The main text of this volume is set in an elegant typeface called
Baskerville, which has its own historic Rockbridge connection. Charles
Harold Lauck, the superintendent of Washington and Lee University’s
Journalism Laboratory Press from 1932 until 1969 and an internation-
ally honored typographer, employed the face often and imaginatively;
although it was designed in 1757, he was known as the “father of Basker-
ville.” He was also the husband: he was married to Ida Baskerville.

Thanks

T THE TOP OF OUR LIST is Lisa McCown of Washington and Lee’s

Leyburn Library, whose professional skill is matched by her

energy, knowledge of the W&L collections, and good cheer.

Proceedings XIII also reflects the enthusiasm and hard work of:

= Mary Skutt, head of the Society’s publications committee, who
fielded a thousand thorny issues and amazingly never exhibited
irritation, even when irritation was warranted;

= Our fourteen authors, every single one of whom treats us to

an interesting, well-told story, on topics that couldn’t be more

eclectic;

Tom Davis and David Coffey, both of the Virginia Military Insti-

tute history faculty;

= Diane Jacob, head of archives at V.M.1.’s Preston Library;

= Patte Wood, whose excellent photography you’ll see through-
out this publication;

= M. Graham Coleman, intellectual property partner in the law
firm of Davis Wright Tremaine, always generous with advice
and counsel; and

= Pam Simpson, longtime Rockbridge Historical Society leader

and now clear successor to Winifred Hadsel and Larry Bland

as the Society’s heart and brains; agitator on behalf of things

historical; my former colleague and my lifelong friend.

@

Bob Keefe






In Memoriam

The Society lost two of its leading lights in recent years: Larry Bland on
November 27, 2007, and Winifred Hadsel on April 8, 2009. Their impact
on the Society will last as long as the Society lasts. Two former presidents
remember them.

Winifred Hadsel, 1917-2009

E LOST ONE OF OUR GIANTS when Winifred Hadsel passed away
at the age of ninety-one. Winifred made extraordinary con-
: tributions to our community over the last thirty-five years. A
professmnal historian with B.A. and M.A. degrees from the University of
Nebraska, she also completed graduate work toward her Ph.D. at the Uni-
versity of Chicago before World War Il intervened. She worked for fifteen
years as a historical researcher for the Foreign Policy Association and the
State Department before going abroad with her husband, Fred, to a series
of posts he held in the Foreign Service. She came to Lexington in 1974
when he became head of the Marshall Library. Always one to make her-
self part of whatever community she was in, Winifred soon took important
leadership roles in the local branch of the Virginia Museum, the Associa-
tion for the Preservation of Virginia Antiquities, and the Rockbridge His-
torical Society. It was her vision that helped the Society focus on refurbish-
ing its three properties and opening the Campbell House as a museum.

During her time as R.H.S. president from 1987 to 1990, she super-
vised a series of activities to commemorate the 50th anniversary, includ-
ing the publication of a guide to the manuscript collection, Volume X
of these Proceedings, a program of exhibits at the Campbell House, and
the refurbishing of the Campbell House garden, doing much of the work
herself. She also undertook the herculean task of securing charitable tax-
exemption status from the Internal Revenue Service. As a result of her
efforts, the American Association of State and Local History recognized
R.H.S. with an award of merit in 1989.

But her greatest tangible contribution came with the publication
of two much-prized books: The Streets of Lexington in 1985 and The Roads
of Rockbridge, first published in 1993 and revised in 1998 (and now pub-
lished in a yet further expanded version that is dedicated to her and to
Larry Bland). Anyone doing research on the architectural history of our
community will find these books indispensable resources. But even more
important than telling when the streets were laid out, by whom, and why
they were named as they were is the fact that she made us focus on ur-
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ban development, city planning, and cultural resources that are often ig-
nored. In telling us how our streets and roads came to be, she gave us
another way to know our history.

That idea of exploring local history in all its manifestations was one
of her passions. She was chair of the R.H.S. trustees from 1994 to 2004
and during that time undertook extensive research to identify and record
the R.H.S.’s artifact collection. That effort resulted in the exhibit, Sixty-
five years of Collecting, in which she told the story of how the collection
came together and what it represents today.

Winifred was fond of quoting a line from Emily Dickenson about
dwelling in “possibilities.” She certainly did and she made the rest of us
do it too! We will miss her greatly but we treasure the legacy she leaves us.

Pamela H. Simpson
®

Larry . Bland, 1940-2007

" HE ROCKBRIDGE HISTORICAL SOCIETY, along with many other indi-
viduals and groups, lost a longtime friend, dedicated supporter

. and enthusiastic leader with the death of Larry Bland. Larry’s wit
and wisdom guided the Society through many projects, publications and
programs.

My last conversation with Larry was at our program the evening be-
fore he died when, as always, Larry was on hand early to help set up. In
fact, I can’t remember a program in the last twenty-five years when Larry
was not there to make sure everything went smoothly. That evening we
chatted about Dr. Bodie’s forthcoming history of the Rockbridge area;
Larry was one of the three manuscript readers for the book and said to
me that commissioning the new history was one of the best decisions the
Society ever made. Dr. Bodie commented, “Larry’s eye for detail and insis-
tence on clarity have been a tremendous help in finalizing each chapter.”

Although better known for his work on George. C. Marshall, Larry
was very much into the history of the Rockbridge area; he read it, studied
it and promoted it, and wanted others to do so too. Thus he was involved
in every undertaking of the Society. For many years he edited the Society’s
Proceedings (the written account of programs), published News Notes, the
members’ newsletter, suggested and planned programs and sat through
hundreds of board meetings in an effort to better guide the Society in its
mission of preserving and promoting the history of the Rockbridge area.
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He was particularly proud to have played, in his words, “a small part”
in the publication of The Streets of Lexington and The Roads of Rockbridge,
both researched and written by his friend Winifred Hadsel. Yet Mrs. Had-
sel readily states that Larry’s map work on Roads of Rockbridge was essential
to the work. He, in fact, drove over every single road to ensure the accu-
racy of his hand-drawn maps.

Accuracy was very important to Larry, whether dealing with where
exactly Marshall met with Virginia Governor John Battle or where exactly
Route 39 curved along the Maury River. No matter the project, he was a
careful scholar, and one whose work ethic was legend. If you asked Larry
how much time he would need to do a particular project, he would say,
“As much time as it takes to get it right!”

Last summer, I accused him of being a workaholic, and he said, “Oh,
no, not me . .. I have fun.” And he did, and he encouraged others in the
Society to have fun and enjoy our various undertakings. This is not to say
that all of our undertakings were worry-free — they were not — but where
some viewed a problem as a mountain, Larry saw a molehill and set to
work with a twinkle in his eye to level it. To him problems were solvable;
his “can do” attitude was infectious. I, like so many others, know this first
hand.

When nominated for the presidency of the R.H.S. last year, I said I
really couldn’t do it; the Society has so many irons in the fire, my time is
limited by other commitments, and so forth. But Larry said to me, “You
can and you should. You have been on the board for more than twenty-
five years, and it is time that you stepped up to the plate and served . . .
and I will be there to help you.”

His can-do attitude was very persuasive. True to his word, he has
been a mentor to me and to countless others in the Society. He has been
and will always be “the rock” in the Rockbridge Historical Society.

Peggy Hays






Experiences of the Stonewall Brigade

Amanda Conway

EMBERS OF one of the most famous military units in American
history, the soldiers of the Stonewall Brigade were unique in
the Civil War. Many of them occupied an unusual geographic
or social position. Compared to other Confederate brigades, a large num-
ber of the soldiers were well educated, giving them deeper insights into
the causes of the war and the political issues surrounding it.

Many soldiers in the original brigade were from Lexington and
Rockbridge County, Virginia, a unionist stronghold before the war. They
had known Thomas Jackson before he became Stonewall Jackson, which
could have given them a different opinion of him. When they achieved
fame as members of the Stonewall Brigade, it is almost certain that they
would have shown an awareness of their fame. The soldiers of the Stone-
wall Brigade believed in the cause of Southern independence and the
idea of freedom from repugnant Yankee rule.

The campus of Washington College was the scene of many debates
over secession. Edward A. Moore was a student at Washington College
in 1860-61, then became a member of the Rockbridge Artillery, and was
present at the surrender at Appomattox Courthouse. In his memoirs,
he remembered the conflict between the students: “Among our number
there were a few from the States further south who seemed to have been
born secessionists, while a larger majority of the students were decidedly
in favor of the Union.™

When President Lincoln issued his proclamation calling for troops,
most Lexingtonians quickly changed their minds and followed the South.
According to Moore, “Lincoln’s proclamation . . . was immediately fol-
lowed by the ordinance of secession, and the idea of union was aban-
doned by all.” John Welsh, a farm-
er from Lexington, wrote in a letter
to his brother James, a Union sol-
dier, that Lincoln’s proclamation
marked the beginning of his seces-
sionist beliefs:” “I have always been
oppose to secession but I shall vote

Amanda Tardy Conway was born and
raised in Rockbridge County. She at-
tended the University of Virginia,
where she wrote this paper as a degree
requirement under Dr. Gary Galla-
gher. After graduation she returned
to Rockbridge County and teaches
history at Rockbridge County High
School, alongside Elizabeth Ramsey,
the teacher who inspired her love of

* I have preserved spelling and gram-

mar as they appear in the original
sources, and we have decided not to
interrupt with constant, repetitious
“[sic]s.”

history. This paper was presented at
the Society’s April 28, 2003, meeting
in the George C. Marshall Library’s
Pogue Auditorium.
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for it to day because I dont intend to submit Black Republican rule any
longe.”™ After the vote for secession, several military groups formed on
the campuses of Washington College and the Virginia Military Institute;
among these were the Liberty Hall Volunteers, who became part of the
Stonewall Brigade and were known as Stonewall’s college boys.

Anti-Yankee Fervor

The soldiers from Lexington believed they were defending themselves
and their families from the tyrannical rule of the North. Benjamin Frank-
lin Templeton was a private in the Second Rockbridge Artillery; he died
of typhoid fever on April 10, 1862. As he was leaving for the service, he
wrote a goodbye letter to his children, saying, “I am going away on a dan-
gerous journey for your defence.” Greenlee Davidson was a graduate of
Washington College and became captain of the Letcher Battery. He was
mortally wounded at Chancellorsville. In a deathbed message to his moth-
er, he said, “Weep not for me, I die fighting in defense of our home.™
John Welsh wrote, “We are going to resist we dont inten to troble the
North but they must let us alone.”™

Most of the soldiers of the Stonewall Brigade also wrote of their in-
tense hatred of the Yankees, and it was a main theme of their letters early
in the conflict. (These feelings largely disappeared from letters later in
the war, however.) Ted Barclay’s letters were more filled with ideology and
fervor than were those of most of his fellow soldiers. He wrote frequent-
ly of the Yankees’ oppression and horrid nature: “We are elated at the
prospect of the speedy deliverance
from Yankee rule and tyranny.”” In
another letter Barclay wrote:” God
will not prosper such a cause as
theirs.”™ Barclay scorned Northern-
ers as uneducated and vulgar: “You
ought to see a specimen of the Yan-
kee letters, out of all the number I
have seen and I have seen a great
many, not one is from an educated
person but all low flung and vulgar,
and of all the common soldiers we
have taken prisoners but one that I
have heard of is a gentleman, but
all talk as the lowest class.™ On
another occasion later in the war,
Barclay again expressed his hatred,
even describing the Yankees as an-

-
I
7
S
f
=
Z
=
@
2
%
X
3
o
x
&
=
o
=
>
Z
o
-
n
m
c
z
2
&
A
&

03dS ‘NOILDITIOD HAVEDO.

FIGURE 1

Ted Barclay, 1860-61,
Boude & McClelland, Lexington.
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FIGURE 2
Letter from Ted Barclay to his mother from “Camp Terrible,” June 1861.

other race: “I really think that it would be good for the good of mankind,
if the whole Yankee race could be swept from the face of the earth.”’
After an early battle, Barclay described his opinion when the Union Army
left the field without burying their dead: “The cowardly dogs left wound-
ed and dead to be taken care of by our troops, but I would let them rot on
the field before I would bury one of them.”"!

John Welsh gave a vivid description of his opinion of Republicans: “A
man when they become a republican forsuares home mother father and
Brothers and are willing to sacrafice all for the dear nigger.”?

For many, such as John Welsh, joining the army meant fighting
against family members. At the end of his last letter to his brother James,
Welsh expressed his commitment to the war, and at the same time reas-
serted his commitment to his brother: “Write say what you pleas it will
make no dfference with me the same Blood flose in our veins you are as
dear to me as ever farewell.”"?

With God and Justness on Their Side

Early in the war, many soldiers believed their cause to be just; they knew
that God was on their side and could carry them through the conflict.
Daniel Hileman was born in Timber Ridge, Virginia, and enlisted as a pri-
vate in the Twenty-Seventh Virginia Infantry. He was promoted to Fourth
Sergeant of Company H, captured at Spotsylvania Courthouse, and later
imprisoned at Fort Delaware. Hileman expressed his view clearly in a let-
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ter dated September 13, 1861: “The
Lord is the Lord of the battles, if he
is for us who can be against us.”"*
John Welsh wrote, “We look upon
it as a just caus and we are united
man and women all contribute
without stint.”®

There are several accounts of
experiences of divine intervention
in battle — a belief in having been
saved by God even while men all
around them were dying. William
Thomas Poague was born in Rock-
bridge County, graduated from
Washington College, and became
a member of the First Artillery. He
EIGURE 3 was promoted to lieutenant colonel
William Thomas Poague, about 1864. and was present at the surrender
Photo by Michael Miley. at Appomattox Courthouse. He

believed that he was protected at
the battle of First Manassas: “I was

conscious of being in danger, but right there I felt was the place that I
ought to be. The thought repeatedly came to me that I was in the hands
of a kind, heavenly Father, and then His merciful care and protection
were over me. With all this was a most novel sensation, hard to describe,
a sort of warm, pleasing glow enveloping the chest and head with an ef-
fect something like entrancing music in a dream.”® At Chancellorsville,
Ted Barclay had a similar experience: "Feeling that perhaps at that time
prayers were going up at home for our protection, I became almost un-
conscious of danger though men were falling thick and fast all around
me.”"” Five months later, Barclay still believed that God would determine
his death, on a battlefield or not: “I trust I am prepared [if I fall], what a
cause to fall in, fighting for everything that we hold dear — But God can
protect amidst the storm of war as well as elsewhere.”®

As the war continued, many soldiers remained strongly committed
to the war effort. They retained their belief in their just cause and their
ability to defeat the enemy. In his memoir, The Story of a Cannoneer un-
der Stonewall Jackson, Edward A. Moore remembered that type of commit-
ment: “The fact that we had defeated our antagonists, usually in superior
numbers, in battle after battle throughout a long campaign, tended to
confirm us in the opinion that we could down them every time, and the
contest must, at no distant day, end in our favor.”"?
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Soldiers frequently described this commitment to the war effort in
letters during the war. Ted Barclay’s letters gave vivid accounts of his devo-
tion to the cause and his belief in certain Confederate victory. On Febru-
ary 10, 1862, he was very positive about the outcome of the war and the
political situation of the Confederacy: “Everyone thinks here if the Volun-
teers reenlist we can put this war through in the spring. I never saw such
enthusiasm; it beats the first of the war. Certainly everything is in the favor
of the South now. England and France are vying with each other who shall
recognize us first. I think that they will undoubtedly do so before long.”
On March 21, 1863, he wrote, “We are elated at the prospect of the speedy
deliverance from Yankee rule and tyranny. . . Never for one moment must
we allow the thought of submission to Yankee rule enter our minds.”!

Barclay placed victory in God’s hands in a letter dated October 13,
1863: “I do not trust in our own strength but in the arm of our omnipo-
tent and righteous God.”* He knew that victory would come to the South
since southern soldiers were virtuous and Northern soldiers were worth-
less: “We are backed by an army of good and true men, the other by a
bunch of lawless outcasts and mercenaries.” In a letter dated February
22, 1864, Barclay again expressed his faith in the victory and in the virtue
of southern soldiers (although he was not accurate on the number of
men shirking their duty), and he also commented on public morale: “I
am glad to see the tone of the people is becoming more courageous and
more worthy of Southerners battling for freedom and all that men hold
dear. But look at our noble army
voluntarily reenlisting for the war;
none are found who shirk from
their duty. On the other hand,
look at the Yankees offering enor-
mous bounties and getting so few
soldiers at that.”* Even after the
death of Jackson, Barclay trusted
God to bring victory to the South:
“Though we mourn his loss, still we
do not feel we are without a leader.
God is our leader and protector. He
can raise up many a Jackson and
will yet deliver us from the power
of the enemy.”

Elisha Franklin Paxton was
born in Rockbridge County and re-
ceived his education at Washington FIGURE 4
College, Yale University, and the Elisha Franklin Paxton, undated photo.
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University of Virginia Law School. He was a brigadier general in the Rock-
bridge Rifles, was promoted to general, became the fourth commander
of the Stonewall Brigade, and was killed in action at Chancellorsville. In
a letter to his wife, he wrote that he believed the cause was sacred and he
was happy to fight for his country: “We spent Sunday last in the sacred
work of achieving our nationality and independence. The work was nobly
done, and it was the happiest day of my life, our wedding day not except-
ed. I think the fight is over forever.”*

Not All Served Nobly

Ted Barclay and Edward Moore were not typical examples of Confederate
soldiers. They were well educated and very committed to the Confeder-
ate cause. In contrast, most Confederate soldiers were less well educated
and less committed, and many deserted during the war. According to the
Virginia Regimental Histories series, however, a significant number of sol-
diers who deserted returned to the army fairly quickly. Even Moore was
on record as deserting for a short period from the hospital in the fall of
1864. The majority of Confederate soldiers were farmers, and since many
did not own slaves, they went home to help their families with farm work
before returning to the army. Unfortunately, the less ardent supporters
of the Confederate cause are underrepresented in the surviving sources.
Most of the accounts that survive are from educated men, so analysis of
the sources must take into account their particular viewpoints. Many of
these men became army officers and therefore had a greater duty and
important responsibilities on a day-to-day basis.

Even the men who remained most loyal to the cause and never left
the army wrote about deserting. They received letters from wives and oth-
er family members begging them to return home. They remained in the
army largely because of their sense of honor. Frank “Bull” Paxton’s letters
were filled with assurances to his wife that he could not desert because
it would destroy his honor. “You would not have me stay at home whilst
the country has such a pressing need for the service of every citizen in
the field,” he wrote on March 6, 1862. “If such were the feeling and wish
of every woman and child. . . . Our soldiers, impelled by influence from
home, would all remain in the service.”” Paxton also combined his sense
of honor with a need to defend the just cause, and on December 15, 1861,
he wrote: “My judgement dictates to me to pursue the path which I be-
lieve to be right, and to trust that the good deed may meet its just reward.
Nothing else could induce me to bear this seperation from my darling
wife and dear little children.”® In yet another letter, he incorporated his
faith in Confederate victory: “Within my heart I find an immovable pur-
pose to remain until the struggle end in the establishment of our inde-
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pendence.” As usual, Barclay’s opinions on desertion were very colorful:
“No, never do I intend to desert the flag of my country, so long as the
abominable flag of despotism hovers over a fort on Southern soil. Rather
would I have my bones rot on the hillside that live a slave for it would be
the most degraded slavery.”

These loyal soldiers often held some contempt for men who re-
mained at home to avoid military service. John Welsh also gave honor and
nationalism as reasons for remaining in the army; on January 19, 1863, he
wrote: “I don’t see any way of getting of onerably at any cost at present the
man who would for sake his country at a time like this when every man
in neede for any selfishe purpose deserves the contempt of every honest
man.”® A few weeks later, he reiterated his views: “Unless we can maintain
our independence peace will do us no good for after Lincoln proklima-
tion any man that wouldent fight to the last ought to be hung.™' Barclay
also expressed his contempt for men who avoided service: “I think every
scoundrel in old Rockbridge who has been hiding himself in the Militia
should be drafted. For are not the Volunteers fighting for their liberty
while they are at home enjoying all the luxuries and we enjoying none?”*

Hardships of War

The soldiers of the Stonewall Brigade had many wartime challenges be-
sides desertion problems. The biggest struggle for many soldiers was not
the hardship of battle, but the strain of marching and hunger while on
campaign. The men were always astounded by what they could endure
and remained faithful in the wisdom of their commanders. They quickly
accepted frequent battle as part of being members of the Stonewall Bri-
gade. Joseph Hannah Carpenter was an 1856 graduate of Virginia Military
Institute; he later became captain of Company A of the Twenty-Seventh
Virginia Infantry, and died from battle wounds. On June 16, 1862, he
wrote, “It appears to me now that fighting is becoming quite fashionable
especially in Jackson’s army — we have had three days of rest in the last
two months — the balance of the time either on a forced march or fight-
ing.” In a very short letter to his wife, Frank Paxton wrote: “My darling
wife: I have only time to say that we were fighting on Wednesday, Thurs-
day, Friday and Saturday and I am well.”* Earlier in the war, Paxton had
written of the frequency of battle and the way he prepared for it: “From
this to the end of the war, I never expect to see the time when a battle may
not occur in a few days. Hence I always try to be ready for it, expecting it
as something through which I must pass, which is not to be avoided.” %
Battle was frequent, but the soldiers faced it bravely. Ted Barclay
wrote, “The struggle will be a bloody one, but it is noble to die in so just a
cause.”® Edward Moore was analytical in his opinion of battle, writing: “Be-
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FIGURE 5

Soldiers from the Stonewall Brigade, killed in the Battle of Antietam in September 1862,
by a rail fence on the Hagerstown Pike. Photograph by Alexander Gardner.

ing an artilleryman and therefore to be exposed to missiles of that kind,
I concluded that my chances of surviving the war were extremely slim.”

The men of the Stonewall Brigade had to face many hard situations,
on and off the battlefield. Moore described a battlefield where the dry
clothes of the casualties lying on the ground had caught fire from the
numerous artillery shells, and the wounded and dead men were burn-
ing during battle. But the soldier’s life had made them almost numb to
such experiences: “Such spectacles made little or no impression at the
time, and we moved to and fro over the field, scarcely heeding them.™®
In another gruesome battle experience, Moore believed that he saw the
fundamental difference between the life of a Confederate and a Union
soldier: “Here we had a good opportunity of observing the marked and
striking difference between the Federals and Confederates who remained
unburied. . . . While the Confederates underwent no perceptible change
in color or otherwise, the Federals . . . became much swollen and discol-
ored.” He attributed this difference to the frequent lack of supplies in
the Confederate Army: ”"[Confederates] owing to their simple fare, could
endure, and unquestionably did endure, more hardship than the Feder-
als who were overfed.™
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If the soldiers of the Stonewall Brigade wrote most often on the
things that were the most important to them, then food was foremost on
their minds. Their letters were filled with accounts of their food supplies
and what they ate day-to-day. While they were in Southern territory, their
diet consisted mainly of beef and bread, but it was often supplemented
with packages from home. In a letter thanking his sister for a box of food,
Barclay expressed what a welcome addition the boxes were: “If the home
folks could ony see how we enjoy the boxes and bless them for their kind-
ness, I think they would be amply repaid for their trouble.”® When cooks
were not available, the soldiers often had a hard time cooking for them-
selves; they favored dishes that were easy to make, like soup, which “was a
favorite dish, requiring, as it did, but one vessel for all the courses, and the
more ingredients it contained, the more it was relished.”!

The soldiers of the Stonewall Brigade often foraged to supplement
their rations, sometimes adding corn or fruit from nearby farms. Edward
Moore described an example of the lengths to which soldiers would go in
order to add to their diet: “Game had become quite abundant, especially
quail. . . . I soon succeeded in getting an Enfield rifle, a gun not designed
for such game. By beating Minie-balls out flat, then cutting the plates
into square blocks or slugs, I prepared my ammunition, and in the first
eleven shots killed nine quail on the wing.”** When the soldiers crossed
into Union territory, their diets improved significantly, since they were
able to forage from areas that had not been significantly touched by the
war. Moore described a wonderful feast he had while in Pennsylvania: “To
give an idea of the change in our diet since leaving Dixie, I give the bill-
of-fare of a breakfast my mess enjoyed while of this road: Real coffee and
sugar, light bread, biscuits with lard in them, butter, apple-butter, a fine
dish of fried chicken and a quarter of roast lamb!”*

Southern soldiers also benefited from Northern surpluses of sup-
plies. Union soldiers often left behind their supplies when they retreated,
and supplies were also available amid the dead of the battlefield. “To give
an idea of the ready access we had to the enemy’s stores, I had been the
possessor of nine gum-blankets within the past three weeks, and no such
article as a gum-blanket was ever manufactured in the South,” wrote Ed-
ward Moore. “Any soldier carrying a Confederate canteen was at once
recognized as a new recruit, as it required but a short time to secure one
of superior quality from a dead foeman on a battlefield.”* There were
also many times, however, when Confederate soldiers had few supplies
and had to sleep without blankets and march without shoes. In a letter in
early winter, Frank Paxton described the poor condition of their supplies:
“A large number of our soldiers are entirely barefooted, and very many
without blankets, living in the open air, without tents and with a very small
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supply of axes to cut wood for fires,
there is much suffering.”* Ted Bar-
clay also wrote about the lack of
good clothing, asking his sister to
send him new clothes: “I wish you
would send me the clothing; you
cannot image my condition. I have
no seat in my pants, the legs are
worn out, have had but one pair of
sox, which are worn out complete-
ly, my shirt literally rotted off me.”*

Soldiers also faced lice infes-
tations and disease. “This evening
caught between fifty and one hun-
FIGURE 6 dred [lice] on my shirt and draw-
Robert E, Lea Ji, rio date. ers,” wrote Ted Barclay, “Excuse

plain speaking, but it is certainly

not an exxaggerated state of af-
fairs.”*” William Poague had a more inventive way for removing lice. In
March 1862, he hoped to get rid of his “gray backs” forever: “I went to
a creek on a cold windy day, took off my new flannel underwear, sunk
it with rocks in the cold water, washed myself clean, put on new flannels
intending to return in a day of two to get my shirt and drawers—minus
the little creatures as I hoped.”® Unfortunately, he was never able to go
back for his flannels.

In two letters to his wife, Frank Paxton mentioned the effects of sick-
ness on his men. On January 19, 1862, he wrote, “our ranks had been
made thinner by disease since we left Winchester. Two battles would not
have done us as much injury as hard weather and exposure have effect-
ed.” On January 25, 1863, he wrote: “My brigade has been rapidly in-
creasing in the last month by the return of sick.™

Frequent battles, high desertion rates and lack of food and supplies
combined to make life hard in the Stonewall Brigade. Robert E. Lee Jr.
was a student at the University of Virginia, and enlisted as a private in
the First Rockbridge Artillery. He was eventually promoted to captain,
survived the war and later summarized the hardships of a soldier’s life
in his book, Recollections and Letters of Gen. Robert E. Lee. Edward Moore
quoted from Lee’s book: ““The tremendous work Stonewall’s men had
performed, including the rapid march from the Valley of Virginia, the
short rations, the bad water, and the great heat, had begun to tell upon
us, and I was pretty well worn out.”™"

Poague described the suffering of the soldiers during the campaign
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at Romney, in present-day West Virginia, in early 1862: “In all the war I
never had a similar experience —never endured such physical and men-
tal suffering as on this trip.”* On another campaign, Poague again com-
plained of the loss of sleep, although he seems to be confused on which
campaign was worse: “I may say that the loss of sleep, especially in this
closing campaign, was the severest suffering by far that I endured in the
whole war.”?® In a letter to his wife on January 19, 1862, Frank Paxton
wrote, “We have indeed been making war upon the elements, and our
men have stood an amount of hardship and exposure which I would not
have thought was possible had I not witnessed it.”*

Pride, Resolve, and Endurance

Although there were many complaints of suffering, those who were com-
mitted to the war effort like Barclay and Paxton knew they must endure.
On July 3, 1863, Barclay wrote: “T'he army is in fine spirits, but dirty,
ragged and barefooted.”™ On December 15, 1862, Paxton was thankful
that his men could stand the suffering: “Thanks to God for changing their
natures, they bear in patience now what they once would have regarded as
beyond human endurance.”®

In his memoir, William Thomas Poague wrote of the delight he felt
at the battle of First Manassas: “The smoke of battle rised above the tree
tops, and with it all comes a wild and joyous exhilaration. Oh, what an
experience! Nothing ever equalled it afterwards.”™” He described the con-
flict of emotions on the battlefield: “Here, as on other fields, I experi-
enced most divers and conflicting emotions — sincere sympathy for in-
dividual suffering and wishing I could give relief,” and then feeling “and
intense satisfaction at the sight of hundreds of my country’s foes deliber-
ately put to death.”®

The Stonewall Brigade achieved great fame during the war for feats
of bravery and hardship. On April 1, 1862, Frank Paxton wrote: “I nev-
er expect to see troops fight better than ours did.” Later that year, he
wrote, “I have had the pleasure of participating in what history will record
was the most astonishing expeditions of war, for the severity of battles
fought and the hardships endured by our soldiers.” Greenlee Davidson
wrote to his father on December 23, 1862: “notwithstanding the trying
circumstances under which we were placed, my brave men stood at their
post like veterans and not a man faltered. Gen. L. complimented them
after the battle and said they were the bravest Cannoners he ever saw.”™"
Early in the war, Barclay wrote, “The people here think a great deal of our
company, it is considered next to the best company on the ground.” On
September 9, 1863, Barclay mentioned the effectiveness of their charge
during a exhibition for visitors: “Who has ever withstood a charge of the




ALISYIAINN 337 ANV NOLONIHSVM AVEIT NINGATT

'SNOILDITIOD TVIDIdS ALIIDOS TVOIJOLSIH VINIDYIA IHL 40 ASILINOD

22 Proceedings of the Rockbridge Historical Society — Volume XIl|

Stonewall Brigade, and as we came
on such a getting over the fence
you never saw.”®
Though the soldiers of the
Stonewall Brigade remained con-
fident in their ability to beat the
Yankees, they also knew that their
victories had made little difference
in the progress of the war. Frank
Paxton mentioned this concern
in three letters over the winter of
1862-63. On October 12, 1862, he
wrote, “Our victories, though, seem
to settle nothing; to bring us no
nearer the end of the war. It is only
so many Kkilled and wounded, leav-
ing the work of blood to go on with
renewed vigor. Like everything
FIGURE 7 else, it must have an end sooner or
Greenlee Davison, undated. later.”® On November 15, he wrote
Flsteiep lop (i chnel HAle, of all the hardships being suffered
by the Confederate soldiers: “If
ever a people on earth had cause upon bended knees to pray God to
spare a further infliction of this terrible curse, it is ours. We have suffered
much, yet the future seems to hold for us an inexhaustible store of suf-
fering — the bloodshed of the battle, made no application for it, and the
diseases which the camp and exposure gender, and the want of food and
clothing produced by laying waste the country.” In January, he still held
faith in the Confederate victory, but was unable to predict the outcome of
the war: “We have whipped the army in front of us very often, and I feel
sure that we can do it any time. . . . Our independence was secured in the
last campaign when we proved our capacity to beat the finest army they
could bring in the field.”®

Jackson: Hero and Demanding Commander

The soldiers of the Stonewall Brigade, like most Confederate soldiers,
held Generals Stonewall Jackson and Robert E. Lee in high esteem.
Moore was the only one to comment on knowing Jackson before the war,
which is not surprising considering the fame Jackson had attained when
Moore wrote his memoir. “The cadets received marching orders, and on
that morning, for the first time since his residence in Lexington, Major
Jackson was seen in his element. “As a professor at the Virginia Military



Proceedings of the Rockbridge Historical Society — Volume XIlI 23

Institute he was remarkable only for strict punctuality and discipline,”
wrote Moore. “I, with one of my brothers, had been assigned to his class
in Sunday-school, where his regular attendance and ernest manner were
equally striking.”” When the war began, Jackson quickly earned fame as
a successful commander. Randolph Fairfax was a University of Virginia
student who was a private in the First Rockbridge Artillery and was killed
in action at Fredericksburg. He wrote, “It is wonderful how successful
Jackson is in his movements.”® Jackson was known for his quick and se-
cretive moves. On December 29, 1861, Frank Paxton wrote that “Jackson
is not disposed to lie idle when there is an opportunity to win laurels for
himself and render service to our cause.” He was famous for keeping his
plans secret, often confusing his men and his colleagues over his direc-
tion of march. Poague related a story of a judge who asked Jackson where
he was going. Jackson replied, “‘Judge B —, can you keep a secret?” ‘Most
certainly,” said the judge. ‘So can I,” replied Old Jack.”

He pushed his men hard, fighting often and expecting more than
they thought they could give. They believed that he did not plan for sleep
and weather. Moore wrote, “Sleep did not seem to enter into Jackson’s
calculations.” After the hard campaign of Romney, Poague wrote, “But
for the weather, I believe General Jackson would have achieved bril-
liant results. But he seemed to leave the winter out of his calculations,
or else thought he could conquer the elements.”” In another story of
Romney, Poague wrote of Major General William Loring’s unit who were
less forgiving of Jackson’s methods: “Loring’s part of the army was in a
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FIGURE 8
“Death of ‘Stonewall’ Jackson,” Currier & Ives lithograph, 1872.
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state of semi-mutiny, and Jackson
was hissed and hooted as he passed
them. This I had from a friend in
the Georgia regiment who teased
me a great deal about the ‘crazy
general from Lexington.”” But the
negative opinion of Jackson did not
last long: “The next time I met him
... he was a most enthusiastic ad-
mirer of ‘the great Stonewall.””” Jo-
seph Hannah Carpenter also wrote
about Jackson pushing his troops:
“A few more such marches and
fights will ruin his Old Brigade un-
less he allows them to recruit a little
now. But they appear to be deter-
mined to push us hard in our un-
organized condition.” According FIGURE 9

to Moore, Jackson had faith in the James K. Edmondson,

skills of his men; at Cold Harbor i Bl e,

in June 1862, Lee said to Jackson,

“That fire is very heavy! Do you think you men can stand it?’” to which
Jackson replied, “They can stand almost anything; they can stand that!’”"*

He was also aggressive in battle. Poague speculated that Jackson
would have been more successful in the place of the Union commanders
at Kernstown: “The enemy made a feeble pursuit. Had ‘Old Jack’ com-
manded on the other side he would have pressed forward and doubtless
gobbled up a big lot of us.”” The combination of his aggressive nature
and his secrecy bewildered his men when he made apparent mistakes.
During the battle of Fredricksburg, Jackson gave Poague an order to fire
his battery while the rest remained silent, causing the battery to receive
tremendous fire from the Yankees. Poague lost many men and was very
troubled by the incident. “That fight on Dead Horse Hill weighed heavily
on me for sometime. I could not understand Jackson’s order and our sac-
rifice seemed useless . . . ,” but Poague retained faith in his commander,
“But Jackson ordered it and I tried to think it was all right, but never
ceased to mourn the loss of those splendid officers and men.””

Like other soldiers and citizens of the Confederacy, the soldiers of
the Stonewall Brigade greatly esteemed Jackson as a man and a strong
Christian. In a letter to his mother written on June 14, 1862, Randolph
Fairfax attributed Jackson’s success to his Christianity: “It is such a com-
fort and a great cause for thanksgiving to have such a Christian as Jackson
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FIGURE 10

Letter from James K. Edmondson to his wife, Lizzie
(Elizabeth White Paxton), July 11, 1861.

for our General. I have known him, when obliged to fight or march on
Sunday, to set apart another day for rest and divine service. . . No won-
der the blessing of God attends his army in such a signal way.””” Poague
remembered a conversation with General Frank Paxton when he said:
“’Ah, Poague, if the rest of us poor sinners had ‘Old Jack’s’ religion and
assurance of faith, with what little thought of personal safety we would go
into battle.”™

James K. Edmondson was born in Rockbridge County (in what is
now Buena Vista) and attended Washington College. He was a colonel
in the Twenty-Seventh Virginia Infantry and resigned his position on De-
cember 12, 1863. He was reluctant to see Jackson promoted because Jack-
son would no longer be their commander: “If the General [Stonewall]
was to leave us, I donot know what we would do; it would be like break-
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ing us up.”” After Jackson was promoted, Frank Paxton wrote that the
promotion was well deserved: “Jackson has been promoted again, and is
now Major General. It is, indeed, very gratifying to see him appreciated
so highly and promoted so rapidly. It is all well merited. We have, I think,
no better man or better officer in the army . . . this brigade will part with
him with very much regret.”’

William Poague and Ted Barclay also had compliments for Jackson.
Poague admired his bravery in battle: “I saw Jackson afterwards in ev-
ery one of his fights, big and little, but never detected the quiver of a
muscle.”™ He also believed that A. P. Hill was jealous of Jackson, com-
plaining that Hill’s comments after the battle of Cedar Mountain were
unfair: “Gen. A. P. Hill’s report contains strictures on the Stonewall Bri-
gade undeserved and unjust. I can’t help thinking he was a little jealous
of ‘Old Jack’ and the old Stonewall Brigade.”* Barclay was upset after one
of Jackson’s subordinates disobeyed orders: “If the orders of such a man
as Jackson are to be disregarded by such trifling people as Loring and sec-
onded by Benjamin, I think the Southern Confederacy is in a bad fix.”

Edward Moore and Poague also gave accounts of the way Jackson was
received by the army as a whole. After the battle of Malvern Hill, Moore
remembered the soldiers cheering Jackson: “During the remainder of
the day the soldiers gave vent to their feelings by cheering the different
generals as they passed to and fro, Jackson naturally received the lion’s
share.” Poague noted a similar situation on the march to Harrison’s
Landing: “‘Old Jack’ received his first ovation from the Army of Northern
Virginia. Cheering began far behind us, so far away that we scarcely heard
it, increasing until in tremendous volume it swept by us with Stonewall
bareheaded on Little Sorrel at his best speed, the staff strung out away
behind, doing their level best to keep up.”™

When Jackson was wounded at Chancellorsville, Barclay admired his
bravery in battle: “"Twas in this fight that General Jackson lost his arm
but no one knew it until afterwards, as the old hero calmly sat upon his
horse all the time, though his arm was almost shot off.” Four days later,
Barclay wrote of Jackson’s death and its religious connotations: “A deep
gloom is over the camp because of the death of General Jackson. He was
taken away from us because we made almost an idol of him.”” Poague
also felt the loss of Jackson: “The loss to our country and our Southland
was beyond estimate in the fall of Jackson alone.”®

Accounts written after the war contain many references to the great-
ness of the Stonewall Brigade, but considering the post-war fame of the
unit, those are less convincing sources than war-time accounts. In 1893,
John O. Casler wrote of the famous charge at First Manassas: “The charge
of Jackson’s men was terrific. The enemy were swept before them like
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FIGURE 11

Confederate veterans in front of the Rockbridge County Courthouse, 1913;
photographer unknown.

chaff before a whirlwind. Nothing could resist their impetuosity. The men
seemed to have caught the dauntless spirit and determined will of their he-
roic commander, and nothing could stay them on their onward course.”™’
The editor of Paxton’s letters wrote that after the battle of Chancellors-
ville, Jackson said, ““The men of that brigade . . . will be, some day proud
to say to their children, ‘T was one of the Stonewall Brigade.™" Poague also
wrote of the skill and fame of his fellow soldiers: “Our whole battery was
proud to be known as an integral part of that immortal brigade.”™' While
describing the formation of his battery, he wrote: “T'he very best young
men in the state flocked to the company . .. We thus had the very best
material for a battery — men who knew how to manage and take care of
the horses and educated, high spirited men for the guns.””

Edward Moore told of a visit with Frank Singleton, who had been im-
prisoned at Fort Warren: “Singleton gave glowing accounts of the ‘to-do’
that was made over him, he being the only representative from the army
of Stonewall, whose fame was now filling the world.”” Moore also noted
an amusing story that demonstrated the fame of Stonewall Jackson; his
men were so confident in his victory that they would not allow losers to
travel with the headquarters: “The College company had as cook a very
black negro boy named Pete, who through all this marching had carried
... asmall game rooster which he named ‘Ashby’ and which he told me
had whipped every chicken from Harrisonburg to Winchester and back
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again. . . . At last poor Ashby met defeat, and Pete consigned him to the
pot, saying, ‘No chicken dat kin be whipped shall go "long wid Jackson’s
headquarters.””*

Poague also gave several accounts of the soldiers’ opinions of Gen-
eral Robert E. Lee. It is almost certain that they greatly esteemed him, be-
cause he was revered throughout the South; however, since Poague wrote
after the war, it is possible that he was reflecting post-war attitudes: “We
all knew that General Lee was at a great disadvantage in numbers, equip-
ment and in food supplies for man and beast. Yet such was our faith in
our commander, that we went into the contest cheerfully and not without
some curiousity as to Grant’s plan of campaign.™ Later in his memoir,
he wrote, “I recall one old man . . . getting up and saying he was willing
to follow General Lee to the end, wherever that might be; that Lee was a
great soldier and a good man and would tell his men when the time came
to stop, for he was the only one that would know.”

HE SOLDIERS of the Stonewall Brigade achieved fame during and
after the Civil War. They were atypical Confederate soldiers in
several ways: They were led by one of the most famous men in
Amerlcan military history, and they were predominately well educated.
Those well-educated men are over-represented in the sources; they were
devoted to the Confederate cause, disliked the Yankees, and spoke out
strongly against desertion. Few sources remain from other members of
the brigade: They were predominately farmers, and were more prone
to desertion. Both groups were united in the Stonewall Brigade. They
were devoted to and believed in Stonewall Jackson, followed him through
many hard campaigns, and were very upset by his death. These soldiers
have gone down in history as a special military unit, but in their attitudes
and experiences, they were typical examples of Confederate soldiers. &
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The Taylor Branch Drainage and
The Community of Fredericksburg, Virginia

James M. Hepner

HE TAYLOR BRANCH DRAINAGE is located south of the Maury River
in Rockbridge County, along the northeastern flank of Hogback
Mountain. This drainage, covering an arc of roughly 3,300 acres,
has attracted people to the area for more than 10,000 years. In the cen-
ter of the drainage is a small community named Fredericksburg that has
made substantial contributions to the history of the county, country, and
world. This small, unincorporated community has been able to keep its
name because it has no post office and thus attracts no official notice
from federal and state governments, which might be concerned about
the better-known Fredericksburg in eastern Virginia.

Prehistory

Eleven prehistoric sites have been recorded in the area, along the head-
waters of Taylor Branch, where it runs west along Snider Town Lane (Fig-
ure 1).! Two of the sites were larger camping or reduction areas, where
stone tools were started, but not necessarily finished. At most of the sites,
existing tools were resharpened. The material found at these sites is re-
gional in origin, with quartz, quartzite and microcrystalline quartz, or
chert, predominating. During the late Archaic era, however, about 3,000
to 4,000 years ago, the Native American toolmakers suddenly began using
local ferruginous quartzite, surface-mining the ridge at the headwaters
of Taylor Branch for it. Below this point on Taylor Branch, no Native
American sites have been found, although there are areas from the Taylor
Branch drainage to the Maury River, about two miles to the east, where
the likelihood of site occupation is high.?

More than seventy artifacts have been recorded with the state on
these sites that can be confidently dated or dated by inference. The oldest
identifiable artifact, from the Pa-
leoindian periOd of nearly 10,000 James Hepner was a research archae-
years ago, is a fluted projectile | ologist at Washington and Lee Uni-
point, a spear point known to ar- versity. A. graduate of Lord Fglirfax

. Community College, he also studied at
chaeologists as a Dalton, made of | Northern Arizona University and Mary
a volcanic rock known as rhyolite | Baldwin College. A descendant of Ger-

and used to the point of exhaus- man immigrants who settled in the Val-
P ley of Virginia in the 1750s, he lives in

tion (Figure 2). Discovered in the Fredericksburg. He made this presen-
fall of 2000 and recorded with the | tation to the Society on July 28, 2003,

Virginia Department of Historic at the Rockbridge Baths Firehouse.
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FIGURE 1
Taylor Branch Drainage Area, Fredericksburg, Rockbridge County
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Resources in 2001, it is one of only five Paleo spear points reported in
Rockbridge County. The nearest sources of rhyolite are near Mount Rog-
ers, near Bristol; the Carolina slate belt, which bisects the middle of North
Carolina; and Maryland® — indicating that the Rockbridge Dalton spear
point was acquired through trade or extensive travel.
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For the most part, the major
tertiary drainages in this area of
the James River — Kerrs Creek and
Hayes Creek — have shown more
evidence of prehistoric occupation
than the main stem of the Maury
River, probably because passage
along the smaller streams was eas-
ier than it was on the Maury. As it
is today, this area was a crossroads W
for material goods and social influ-
ences. The Taylor Branch is con- o

. . . Fluted projectile point, found near
sidered an intermittent stream, but Fredericksburg, 2000
as this small creek turns west from
Farmhouse Road, it becomes con-
tinuous, going underground before it gets to the bottom of the ridge.
Taylor Branch was a permanent water source for the generations of Na-
tive Americans that occupied the area.

FIGURE 2

History

Even today, most homes in the area are located along the main channel
of the Taylor Drainage. The Shenandoah Valley was settled principally by
groups of Scots-Irish, German Palatines, and English. This not-uncom-
mon eighteenth-century pattern of settlement — generally reflecting reli-
gious and cultural traits — has been observed in Rockbridge County and
elsewhere in research by Washington and Lee University anthropologists.
Some families remained in the Valley only a few years and then moved
further south or west, while others simply passed through. In 1750, when
Daniel Boone and his family and others came through the area en route
to the “new frontier,” Daniel’s best friend, Henry Miller, stayed behind
in Augusta County, which at the time included Rockbridge County and
extended west to the Mississippi. Miller took up his trade of iron-working
and eventually built the first iron furnace in the area, in 1760, at Mossy
Creek, a sure sign that the Industrial Revolution had reached the Valley.
Boone is reported to have visited him often while traveling back through
the area on business.*

The first property owners in this area were John McCown and Wil-
liam Porter, both part of the Borden Grant influx into Rockbridge dur-
ing the mid-eighteenth century.” John McCown'’s first home was located
southeast of this intersection (Figure 1-1) and William Porter’s to the
northwest (Figure 1-2).° McCown had been born in County Donegal, Ire-
land, about 1720,” and acquired 437 acres of Borden Grant land in 1750.%
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His home was undoubtedly built quickly to satisfy the Borden require-
ment that a family had to be living on the land to maintain possession.

His son, John McCown Jr., built a log house in 1777 (Figure 1-3)
that is still standing; it is believed to be the oldest standing structure in
the area’ and is the focal point of the Fredericksburg and Farmhouse
Road intersection. There is no spring located near this site. A well, lined
with uncut native stone, continues to supply part of the current owners’
water.'” Descendants and relatives of the original McCown family owned
part of this original Borden Grant land until recently, and at one time the
family had acquired more than 2,000 acres in the area." Oddly, neither
initial settler is commemorated in any area place name.

William Porter, the other original grantee, purchased two tracts of
land, 112 acres in 1750, north of John McCown, and 310 acres four years
later, to the south and northeast of him.'? Almost the entire northern tract
appears to be beyond the Borden line. William Porter’s log-wall home
(Figure 1-2) is said to have been the core of a larger house that Frederick
Snyder bought in 1812."* The log core, dating to 1755, was moved in the
1950s to Austin, Texas, and incorporated into a home there, because Sam
Houston was said to have slept in it."* (Born in 1793 at Timber Ridge in
Rockbridge County, Sam Houston was the Mexican War hero and the
first president of the Republic of Texas and senator and governor after
Texas joined the United States.) That cabin was located between the two
existing homes, both with log cores, northwest of the intersection of Fred-
ericksburg and Farmhouse Roads (Figures 1-4, 1-5). The actual age of
this house is in dispute, as the area was settled rapidly during the late
eighteenth century.

Across the ridge to the north, along the Maury River, is the Wilson
Springs Hotel, formerly Sticklers Springs Hotel, circa 1778 (Figure 1-6);
the building may also contain remnants of the original Porter home still
encased in the much larger structure that now stands on the site."

The lower portion of Taylor Branch begins near the juncture of
Farmhouse and Turkey Hill Roads, where Taylor Branch curves back
to the northeast on an almost straight course to its confluence with the
Maury River, directly across from Rockbridge Baths. A bridge at this point
was destroyed by flooding in 1847 after having only recently been com-
pleted.'® The bridge built to replace it lasted about a hundred years, and
its remains are visible upstream of the present steel structure.

Frederick Snyder

Fredericksburg and Snider Town Lane survive as historic place names
in the area (Figure 1). Quite a few Snyders* lived in the immediate area

*  As the family spelled it then.
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during the nineteenth century, among whom were Frederick Snyder Sr.
and Frederick Snyder Jr. Itis unclear whether either Frederick Snyder was
the namesake of the small Rockbridge community. By the mid-nineteenth
century, at least five families with that name, consisting of nearly thirty
people, according to the 1850 census, lived in close proximity. Many were
children, and the community was large enough to support a small school
at one time.

The family matriarch, Rebecca Isabel Snider, born in 1914 in nearby
Fairfield, is still living on land deeded to the family during the twentieth
century. Mrs. Snider, whose mother had been reared in a log house (Fig-
ure 1-7; Figure 4) in a family of ten or eleven, has been a lifelong resident
of the county, moving only as far away as Brownsburg after marrying. Dur-
ing the Great Depression, her family lived mostly off the land and did not
rely on consumer goods.*

Fredericksburg School

The Fredericksburg school was located a hundred yards west of Freder-
icksburg Road along the Taylor Branch drainage, approximately three-
quarters of a mile southwest of the intersection of Farmhouse and Fred-
ericksburg Roads (Figure 1-8). Only the remains of a collapsed chimney
are visible today."”

The school was built before 1863, as is shown on the Rockbridge
County Gilmer map. '® It would have been consolidated with the Rock-
bridge County school system in the early twentieth century. Mary Fire-
baugh Reid was a teacher at this school and lived across the road in a
house, owned by her father and grandfather, that has now been removed
(Figure 1-9)."

William Taylor

William Taylor (Figure 3) was born on a small knoll that overlooks Fred-
ericksburg (Figure 1-10). It is unclear whether Taylor Branch was named
for William or for his father, Stuart Taylor, who married Martha Hickman
and built the log cabin in which their son was born. Although he had little
formal education, Stuart Taylor was considered a mechanical genius. For
example, there is no spring near the home site; instead, he laid a gravity
flow water system to a spring a quarter-mile upstream on the other side of
Taylor Branch.? The spring is still deeded to the property.?! The water sys-

* A favorite family story recalls that during the Depression, a visiting preacher
from the city was having Sunday lunch with the Snider family. The preacher
started in on the main dish and after many added dishes at the end of the meal
he declared that they were so good that he thought he could eat a whole squir-
rel. All the Snider children started giggling because he had already eaten two of
them.?
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tem was only recently replaced by
a well. The Taylor homestead was
torn down in the 1930s because of
its poor condition. Later, during
the 1950s, there was a small push
to have a state historical marker
placed along Route 39 describ-
ing William Taylor’s accomplish-
ments.*

William Taylor was born on
May 2, 1821, and is listed as having
been a tanner in his younger years,
probably helping his father in that
trade.” Both were men of large
stature and both became preach-
ers. William is reported to have
MR won people to his side by his feats
SLEURE 3 ' ‘ in log-rolling.

His size and robust health
certainly did not hurt him on his
many missionary trips. He became
a Methodist preacher in 1842 and was admitted, on trial, to the Baltimore
Conference in 1843. There can be little doubt that he was the most well-
traveled resident of Rockbridge County. He launched his missionary work
in 1849, and it led him throughout the United States, Canada, Britain,
Egypt, the Holy Land, Australia, Tasmania, New Zealand, China, Ceylon,
Malaysia, the West Indies, India, Brazil, Chile, and Peru. He set up thirty-
six mission stations that extended 1,200 miles along the Congo River.

He was elevated to the position of Missionary Bishop of Africa in
1884. In 1890, Fort Wayne College in Indiana was renamed in honor of
his missionary zeal. Bishop Taylor died in California in 1902 at the age of
eighty-one and was buried in Mountain View Cemetery in Oakland, over-
looking San Francisco Bay.?* His autobiography, The Story of My Life, was
“written during about 100 ocean voyages.” His other books are Seven Years
Street Preaching in San Francisco (1857), Christian Adventures in South Africa
(1867), Four Years’ Campaign in India (1875), Our South American Cousins
(1878), Self-Supporting Missions in India (1882), and Flaming Torch in Dark-
est Africa (1898).%

Bishop William Taylor.

Industry in the Area

The largest industry in this drainage, the Rockbridge Pottery Kiln, was
located at the point where the Taylor Branch enters the floodplain of the
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Maury (Figure 1-11). This kiln was in operation from about 1830 to about
1880. The potter’s house and kiln is on a 1762 Borden Grant Tract of 406
acres deeded to Archibald Buchanan (Figure 1-12).%

Several potters that have been associated with this site. John S. Mor-
gan, who was born in 1768 and died in 1850, was probably the first to
build a kiln here. John Campbell and his two sons, James H. and Charles,
are listed as potters in the area in the 1850 census. Isaac D. Lam was the
most active potter at the site, working there from 1864 to 1880.

Using local clays, they manufactured pots, containers and other ce-
ramic items. Their businesses would have benefited from close proxim-
ity to the Brownsburg-Staunton Turnpike (Route 252 today) and to the
northernmost point of bateaux navigation on the Maury, at Cedar Grove.
The Rockbridge stamp that can be found on many finished vessels was
also used by the nearby Bustleburg kiln, which was probably operated by
the same potters.™

The only other commercial enterprises that have been recorded in
the area were owned by William Weaver Davis,?” a local ironmaster who
operated his businesses from his home near Gibraltar Forge above Cedar
Grove.” He was mainly interested in the charcoal® that could be pro-
duced on the wooded mountainsides, and telltale leveled circular areas
from his coaling hearths are still visible.*” In some areas, entire moun-
tainsides were cleared. The coal-
ing areas extend beyond the land
that was actually deeded to him,
and some of his charcoal would
have been used in the small forges
where neighboring farmers made
and repaired wrought-iron items.

In addition to industry, the
area supported considerable cattle-
ranching. As was common practice,
cattle would be driven out to the
mountainside to graze in the spring
and summer, and then driven back
into town after the fall mast, when
acorns fall.*

Other Home Sites

The other historic home sites in FIGURE 4
the Taylor Branch drainage dating Log home, Tolley property.

*  These sites were extensively excavated by Washington and Lee University archae-
ologists during the 1980s.**
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to the nineteenth century that were
recorded for this report include
eight standing structures with in-
terior log portions (Figure 1-3, 1-4,
1-5, 1-7, 1-12, 1-13, 1-14, 1-15); one
that was recently disassembled and
incorporated into a home in Augus-
ta County (Figure 1-16); and four
other sites that now show nothing
but remnants of domestic occupa-
FIGURE 5 tion (Figure 19, 1-17, 1-18, 1-19).
Old frame house. A log house on the Tolley
property (Figure 1-7; Figure 4) and
a house with clapboard siding nestled away in the next hollow to the north
(Figure 1-13, Figure 5) typify the area’s log structures. Both structures
have rear additions and batten doors made with tongue-and-grove vertical
oak paneling of varying widths. The same material was used to construct
the non-load-bearing walls on both the first and second floors. The Tolley
house still has some fully pegged, six-over-six hung window sashes with
crown glass panes.”” Each has a log footprint of sixteen feet by twenty-two.*

Only two other homes are mentioned in the historic records. One,
the Tobias Lambert house, built in 1813 along the lower portion of Taylor
Branch (Figure 1-15), has a log core over which weatherboard has been
applied.”* The other, a potter’s house below the Lambert house (Figure
1-12), has a log core and was added onto many times.

The highest-situated home site in the area is at the first small terrace
in Dale Hollow on the side of Hogback Mountain (Figure 1-18). Little
is known about the Dales except that the land that they occupied was
disputed.®® A spring is located beside the house, the foundation of which
consists of large rocks at the corners and doorway. In clearing the terrace,
a small fence was created on the northern upslope side of the site. Down-
stream, a larger field was cleared.*

A home site on the northern side of this drainage on the Coleman
property (Figure 1-19) has extensive terraces, clearings, and massive stone
fences that would have taken many years to develop.”

Other Historic Sites

Among other sites of historical interest that are located in the Taylor
Branch drainage area are an early blacksmith’s shop, below the old Taylor
cabin site (Figure 1-20).%® Three cemeteries have also been recorded or
reported. One represents only a portion of the early McCown family cem-
etery (Figure 1-1;* another adjoins the site of an early Methodist church,
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“Old Ebenezer,” near the old bridge over the Maury (Figure 1-2).*" In be-
tween the two is the Shewey Cemetery (Figure 1-3).*" Another cemetery
north of this area, known as The Wilsons Springs Cemetery, outside the
northern boundary of the Taylor Drainage, contains many early Snider
and Mohler graves, including that of Frederick Snyder Sr. (Figure 1-4)*
The Taylor Branch Drainage and the small community of Freder-
icksburg have, over the years, produced men and women of stature and
note who have sent themselves or their products out into the world with
the spirit and pride of the place where they began. %

Notes

1 Virginia Department of Historic Resources, Richmond, site numbers 44 RB 394-
404. James Hepner recorded these sites. In standard archaeological protocol, 44
means Virginia and RB means Rockbridge.

Personal observation.

3 In a personal conversation with George Tolley, he said that Carol Nash of James
Madison University had located some very low-quality rhyolite in the Blue Ridge,
east of this area.

4 John M. Faragher: Daniel Boone: The Life and Legend of an American Pioneer (Henry
Holt and Company, New York, 1992), pp. 13-14 (early friendship); pp. 27, 28-29
(travel to Virginia and development of iron works; p. 268 (extended friendship).

5 J. R. Hildebrand: Borden Map (1964) — redrawn plat on file in the Leyburn Li-
brary, Washington and Lee University.

6  James W. McClung: 1936a “Robert E. McCown Home” (VHLC356), in Works Prog-
ress Administration of Virginia Historical Inventory — Rockbridge County. This record
is confusing; this home is the original John McCown Sr. house. It was torn down
in the 1990s, having served the last years of its life as a barn.

7  “Descendants of John McCown,” compiled by Jas. Harvey McCown, based in
large part on information supplied by Lyle Kinnear (McCown) of Virginia Poly-
technic Institute, Blacksburg. Copy on file in the Leyburn Library Special Collec-
tions at Washington and Lee University.

Hildebrand.

James W. McClung: 1936b “Home of Nancy Kirpatrick” (VHLC306), in Works
Progress Administration of Virginia Historical Inventory — Rockbridge County.

10 Personal observation and conversation with the current owners, Connie and
Libby Burch.

11 Personal conversation with Lisa Suzanne McCown, a sixth-generation descen-
dant of John McCown, who was born in the county in 1958. She believed Ruth
McCown was the last in the area.

12 Hildebrand.

13 James W. McClung: Historical Significance of Rockbridge County, Virginia (McClure
Company, Inc. Staunton, Virginia, 1939), pp. 147-49.

14 Personal communication with Isabel Snider; also reported by her son in Rock-
bridge County, Virginia Heritage Book, 1778-1999 (Rockbridge Area Genealogical
Society, Rockbridge Baths, Virginia), p. 350.
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James W. McClung, 1936¢ “‘Wilsons Springs’ — Old Home of Daniel Strickler”
(VHLC217) Works Progress Administration of Virginia Historical Inventory — Rock-
bridge County. This record has Benjamin Borden deeding the land to William
Peeples about 1774, but the Borden Grant Map has the land purchased by Wil-
liam Porter in 1750.

Lexington Gazette (C. A. B. Dee. 2nd, reporter): “Flood in the North River” (De-
cember 2, 1847). Microfilm on file in the Leyburn Library, Washington and Lee
University. The Maury River was originally named the North River.

Personal observation.

Jeremy F. Gilmer, Map of the County of Rockbridge, Virginia (untitled; 1863).
Copy on file in the Washington and Lee University Special Collections. The
Gilmer map shows a D. Snyder living in the house south of the school. An 1883
map by John Carmichael (also on file in the Washington and Lee University Spe-
cial Collections) shows the house as the Firebaugh residence. The inference is
that D. Snyder was the original donor.

Personal communication with David Coffey.
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William Taylor (bishop).

The spring is clearly visible in the northeastern edge of the George Tolley prop-
erty tract in Rockbridge County, deed plot 35-A-3A.

Personal communication with Isabel Snider.
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William Taylor (bishop).
taylor.edu/academics/support services/archives/William_taylor.
en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William Taylor (bishop).

Hildebrand.

Charles B. Dew, Bond of Iron Master and Slave at Buffalo Forge (W.W. Norton, New
York, 1994). This insightful book includes detailed information on the Weaver-
Davis families.

ames Manuel, “Davis House Virginia Historic Landmarks survey form” (File no.
81-131, 1979). Virginia Department of Historic Resources, Richmond.

Rockbridge County Deed Book OO, p. 362. “I hereby reserve a right of way to my
timber land above the tract next to the mountain line on my old coal road on the
ridge” — W. W. Davis.

Personal observation.

In the Blue Ridge Mountains, two grazing areas were known by their access
routes: Hog Camp Gap and Cow Camp Gap.

Crown glass predates the assumed 1830s construction date of the house, and may
exemplify the adaptive reuse of building materials that was common at that time.

Personal observation.

James McClung, 1936d “Old Home of Charles M. Shewey” (VHLC236), in Works
Progress Administration of Virginia Historical Inventory — Rockbridge County.

Rockbridge County Deed Book 91, p. 438, March 19, 1902. Conner never re-
ceived a deed and Davis said he never paid in full. Nevertheless, Conner sold
land to Joseph F. Tolley but never executed that deed. Tolley paid in full and
asked the court to authorize a deed with a special warranty. This warranty was
called the Larking Patch, with Firebaugh getting water rights to the spring.
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36 Personal observation.
37 Personal observation.

38 The author identified this site while walking the drainage. Isabel Snider and her
son confirmed it; many of the tools from this shop are in their possession.

39  Rockbridge County, Virginia Cemeteries — South River and Walkers Creek Districts (Rock-
bridge Area Genealogical Society, Rockbridge Baths, Virginia, 1999), p. 226.

40 Angela M. Ruley, Rockbridge County, Virginia Cemeteries, Vol.1 — Kerrs Creek District
(published by the author, 1989), pp. 90-91.

41 Rockbridge County, Virginia Cemeteries South River and Walkers Creek Districts, p. 6.
42  Ibid., pp. 227-228.






The South River Lumber Company of
Cornwall, Virginia

Horace D. Douty

O THINK OF Rockbridge County, Virginia, one must envision
mountains. The county’s 390,000 acres lie nestled neatly between
the Blue Ridge Mountains on the east and the Alleghenies to
the west. All the Rockbridge waters flow into the James River. Along the
south branch of the James, the village of Cornwall is tucked tightly against
the mountain that controls the river’s course at the eastern edge of the
county. Four miles downstream, South River joins the Maury (formerly
North) River. Without these rivers and mountains, there could not have
been a South River Lumber Company to construct the village.

Archeologists astonish us with the revelation that the grand cliffs we
so admire today consist of stone that lay beneath a sea several hundred
million years ago. Try to visualize Rockbridge County under water, with a
floor of sediment more than thirty thousand feet thick — six miles deep.
About three hundred million years ago, the huge tectonic European and
African continental masses pushed westward, smashing into North Amer-
ica and destroying our “Rockbridge Ocean.” The awesome collision left
us with something perhaps even better, however: our Appalachian Moun-
tains.!

Throughout more recent history, the slopes of the Blue Ridge pro-
duced fine timber trees. This abundance did not go unnoticed by north-
ern industrialists, who were running short of lumber. By the end of the
1800s, demand for forest products in New York and Pennsylvania had
exceeded supply. Almost all major construction was of wood. Factories,
homes, warehouses, and bridges all demanded timber for building. Enor-
mous beams were commonly used, many of them more than thirty feet
long and two feet square, weighing
in the tons. Today, the most expen-
sive wood product consists of these

The Rev. Dr. Horace Douty, a Rock-
bridge County native and Washington

beams. Removed from old struc-
tures and sawn into smaller boards,
the wood is sold as flooring at twen-
ty dollars a square foot.

Although the present loca-
tion of Cornwall was chosen by the
South River Lumber Company in
the early 1900s, one must be aware
of an earlier history. Let your mind

and Lee graduate, earned his doctor-
ate from Union Theological Seminary.
His recently published volume, Rock-
bridge, Virginia: History Lessons From
A Country Church, consists of fifty-five
snippets of local history that he deliv-
ered, one per Sunday, as part of the
worship in Oxford Church, leading
up to its 250th anniversary in Septem-
ber 2008. He delivered this paper at
Mountain View Elementary School on
October 27, 2003.
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go back to the period of the Revolutionary War, the 1770s. Remember
that our valley was heavily forested then, accessible only by foot or on
horseback. There was an Indian trail on the high ground, later named the
Valley Pike. There were no bridges. Lesser trails usually followed streams.
The occasional homestead in this challenging wilderness would be care-
fully located near a creek or river. One of the brave pioneers was a man
named Archibald Alexander, who had come from Ireland in 1747, even-
tually making his way into the eastern part of the valley. The convergence
of two streams attracted him: Irish Creek (or Iris Creek, as some old docu-
ments have it) and Marys Creek, which we know today as South River. By
the late 1700s, much of the land was owned by Archibald’s son, William,
and a small settlement — today’s Cornwall — began to emerge at the junc-
tion of the streams. Eastbound travelers from Lexington found that one
possible route ran through this little village, up Irish Creek and across the
mountain. The village was first called Crowder after a local lawyer who
helped establish a small store there with his partner, W. T. Moore. But it
was tin that gave Cornwall its permanent name.

Tin-bearing ore had been discovered along the Blue Ridge as early
as the 1820s, with the most promising concentration lying several miles
upstream from Crowder. In 1846, Professor George D. Armstrong, a ge-
ologist at Washington College, tested the ore and declared it to contain
tin with some silver. The geological and mineralogical conditions in Rock-
bridge were found to be nearly identical to those in Cornwall, England.
Excitement spread. Tin had great value, and there were no other known
deposits in America. Despite the difficulties and challenges of transpor-
tation, surely a way could be found to harvest and distribute these re-
sources. The whole world needed tin and silver. The cliffs and forests of
Rockbridge should not deter industrial growth.

Then it happened. In the brushy thickets well-dressed surveyors be-
gan to appear. They pointed their shiny instruments southward along the
base of the Blue Ridge. Settlers viewed the intruders with deep suspicion.
Rifles were put away only after gentle persuasion and fair bargaining had
a chance to work. Landowners were promised something almost too good
to hope for: a railroad. By 1880, construction was virtually completed, and
for the first time Rockbridge had a dependable means of rapid transpor-
tation. Steel rails quickly made slow canal systems obsolete. The Shenan-
doah Valley Railroad, later the Norfolk and Western, ran right past the
front door of the tin deposits, through Crowder. Some miles to the south,
rails converged at Glasgow with a line running east and west to connect
Richmond and Big Lick (Roanoke).

Serious tin mining could begin. Crowder seemed too ordinary a
name for a place promising unlimited industrial wealth. The villagers
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jubilantly renamed their little crossroads Cornwall. It was a breathless
time. The iron-makers rejoiced, for no longer would they lose lives and
cargo on the treacherous streams. Valley farmers were grateful, knowing
that the fruits of their labor could finally reach national markets. Sta-
tions appeared along the tracks: in addition to Cornwall, there were Ve-
suvius, Marlbrook, Midvale, Riverside, “Old” Buena Vista. All of these rail
stations were located along a twelve-mile section of Rockbridge’s South
River above its confluence with the Maury River. It was a heady time for
Rockbridge. If one railway could become reality so quickly, then another
should follow. Economic exuberance abounded. A number of capitalists
assessed the untapped natural resources of Rockbridge. Some formed
“development companies.” They awakened in our Calvinist forefathers
the unfamiliar dream of instant wealth. The Rockbridge County News of Oct-
ober 23, 1890, ran an editorial that bubbled like Champagne:

It is with a feeling of sincere gratification that we today record Lex-
ington’s great awakening. The old town has aroused from her leth-
argy. She has caught the spirit of the times, and is girding up her loins
to march to the front and take her place among the most vigorous
and prosperous towns of the land. . . .

:
FIGURE 1
Undated photograph of the South River Lumber Company mill at Cornwall.
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The Virginia Western Railroad will be built to a connection with the
Tennessee Midland Railroad, thus making a Grand Trunk Road from
Lexington, Virginia to Memphis, Tennessee. There is every reason to
believe that the Pittsburgh and Glasgow Railroad will soon cross the
B&O at Lexington, thus giving a short and direct connection with
that great center of iron consumption. The Cumberland Valley Rail-
road, which has reached Winchester in its progress up the Valley, is
expected to give Lexington its fifth railroad in the very near future.
Then will be fulfilled the prediction of John W. Garrett, late presi-
dent of the B&O Railroad, that Lexington Virginia will become one
of the great railroad centers of the South.

The great metropolis did not materialize, of course, except as count-
less deeds on paper. In the Rockbridge Courthouse, Deed Book 76 docu-
ments an ever-widening circle from the center of town, leaving space only
for a grand beltway to help with the traffic. Eventually, however, the surge
subsided. Optimistic citizens settled back, awaiting those promising new rail-
roads to arrive. But Lexington did not become the “great railroad center of
the South.” Perhaps many of today’s residents are happier for that failure.

Little Cornwall had its boom as well. Tin was being mined. The fur-
naces were producing iron. Tanbark was being shipped by the ton. So
were crossties, huckleberries, and chestnuts. Commerce poured in and
out of the busy hub. People began to envision a city there, glowing with
wealth and beauty. Inevitably, a “development company” made its way
to Cornwall. Two New York promoters acquired the “Irish Creek Farm,”
which encompassed most of the level and usable land where Irish Creek
joins South River, at the northern edge of Cornwall. On a plateau over-
looking the bottom-land of the two streams, they built a hotel, an ornate,
three-floor palace with forty-eight rooms, each offering a striking view. A
city was laid out and lots were offered for sale. But nothing happened.
The hotel was never occupied. The lots were never sold. Instead, the eco-
nomic depression of the 1890s came to Rockbridge County.

The tin ore, so magnificently promising at first, never rivaled the
production of England’s Cornwall. Disputes regarding ownership of land
and minerals led to complicated legal tangles, halting production in 1886.
Mining resumed in 1890, but lawsuits broke out anew, and satisfactory res-
olution could not be reached. By 1892, the tin mine was closed again and
has not operated for the past hundred-plus years. Disheartened investors
sold out, and the capitalists from the north went home.

The tin ore is still there, resting in the high ground of Rockbridge.
One must wonder: will it ever be brought forth? In America, this valu-
able metal must be imported or recycled. New technology should make
mining easier today, but something more than technology is needed to
resolve legal disagreements.
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The Rockbridge area has a number of other natural resources, some
of which may ignite the interest of a larger world. Limestone is abundant,
both for manufacturing lime products and for building. The same is true
for other types of stone, including granite and sandstone. Marl is plenti-
ful. Water is present too, in surprising quantities: In addition to obvious
and valuable rivers, water runs pure and sparkling underground, largely
unnoticed.*

Despite its beauty and providential abundance, Rockbridge at the
end of the nineteenth century was suffering economically. The future
looked bleak in the opening years of the 1900s. Commerce and industry
had come to a standstill. When one examines historic photographs of
the Rockbridge hills from that period, the lack of forest cover is striking.
There is a reason: during the last half of the century, at least eight major
furnaces were producing iron and steel in the county. Together they con-
sumed an estimated one thousand cords of firewood every week as char-
coal. It is difficult for us to imagine such prodigious demand. The hills
were gradually cleared, as landowners learned how to make charcoal. To-
day, a walk through re-grown woods can reveal telltale circular pits where
charcoal was manufactured throughout the county. This activity slowed to
a halt, however, as the economic depression tightened.

An economic revival was desperately needed in Rockbridge. At least
part of that need was met, and it happened at Cornwall. Although tim-
ber is a renewable resource, the process requires two to four decades of
growth. The Whitmer and Steele Lumber Company of Pennsylvania had
used up its current sources of timber and was looking for virgin forests.
The Blue Ridge Mountains at the eastern edge of Rockbridge County still
held an abundance of big trees, largely untouched, especially where they
grew on remote slopes too steep to be reached for profitable charcoal
production. Whitmer and Steele knew how to harvest logs from formi-
dable terrain. It had perfected the operation in other states, albeit among
gentler mountains. The secret lay in narrow-gauge railroad tracks careful-
ly graded to penetrate virtually every hill and hollow. In Pennsylvania the
system relied on gravity alone to bring out the logs. Although a slightly

*  George West Diehl, whose name is quite familiar to all who love the history of
this area, told me something a half-century ago. It impressed me, and I remem-
ber the amazing details. Dr. Diehl said he was having a well drilled for his beauti-
ful residence, Dundee Plantation, located just west of Short Hill. When the drill
had penetrated some one hundred feet deep into the earth, clear water was sud-
denly struck. The driller attempted to measure the flow, but it was far beyond his
capacity to gauge. Then he lowered the device to the very end of the cable, but
never touched bottom. His cable was more than seven hundred feet in length.
Millions of gallons of fresh water must be there, in an underground lake rivaling
the depth of Scotland’s Loch Ness. We do not know how many more such price-
less reservoirs lie beneath the county.



50 Proceedings of the Rockbridge Historical Society — Volume Xl

different style would be used in Rockbridge, the earlier technique de-
serves our attention. It was referred to as “wildcatting timber.”

Here is how it worked: A track made of wood or steel or both was
laid into the deep forest on a gentle grade uphill from the sawmill. Switch-
backs and bridges were required to negotiate terrain. Horses and oxen
dragged massive tree trunks to this track where they were rolled onto
a railroad device consisting simply of two sets of heavy iron wheels, one
double set at each end. The logs created a connecting frame for the eight
wheels. Two men would climb aboard this free-wheeling monster, knock
out the chocks, and begin rolling toward the mill, thundering downhill
for miles. The only semblance of control was a rudimentary brake on
one set of wheels. With tons of green logs aboard, the descent was so
treacherous it could well be called foolhardy. Only a death-defying dare-
devil would commit to such a job. Yet volunteers came forward without
hesitation. When two or more of these rigs occupied the track simulta-
neously, races and challenges would begin. Hardened lumberjacks were
eager to prove their unconcern for danger. The mountains shook from
the rattling steel, the challenging shouts of the exulting crews, and the oc-
casional spectacular crash. When such an enormous mass left the tracks,
the rugged terrain was scarred as hurtling logs and machinery plowed a
new path down the mountainside. Wreckage was mostly non-recoverable.
Death was frequent. When rolling loads succeeded in the trip to the mill,
the logs were dumped into a millpond. Draft animals pulled the empty
wheel assemblies, or “trucks,” back up to the loading sites, called “land-
ings,” where the routine began anew.

By 1910, steam engines had proved their value in the timber industry,
and the wildcatting era came thankfully to an end. Steam power brought
control. At first, the engines were used only for pulling the empty trucks
up to the landings because owners were unwilling to risk their expensive
engines on the downgrade. Gradually, however, the steam locomotives
were furnished with dependable gears, making it feasible to hold logging
cars in place as they moved down the track toward the mill. Danger and
death were reduced, although not eliminated. Runaway teams, falling
timber, exploding boilers, and wrecked locomotives still made for unwel-
come headlines. To this day, production of lumber involves significant
hazards.

Whitmer and Steele began plans to locate in Cornwall. Although the
economic depression was heavy upon the county, these strong men were
optimistic. They were not “developers” in the sense of those others who
had come and gone. The businessmen of the Steele family, who ultimately
bought out the Whitmers, were extremely careful, intelligent, and experi-
enced. More important, they were scrupulously honest and made no fan-
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tastic claims. They promised only what they knew they could deliver. The
Steeles represented a vital breath of fresh air for the disillusioned citizens
of Rockbridge County in 1914. Many of these citizens had fallen victim to
smooth promoters and vowed, “never again.”

A proven commercial railroad was in operation at Cornwall and up-
hill from the village lay vast stores of timber. Water was abundant. There
was only one problem: The mill needed a millpond. The mill’s center
would have to be located one mile downstream, where the manageable,
westward-flowing Whites Creek could be dammed just before it emptied
into South River. The Norfolk and Western rail track crossed the river at
that point, creating a slow-down curve ideal for industrial sidings. Here
is where the new mill would be constructed and “New Cornwall” would
emerge.

The name chosen for Rockbridge’s new industry was “South River
Lumber Company.” Heavy construction began in March 1916 with knowl-
edgeable crews brought in from Pennsylvania. These were men who un-
derstood the timber industry, who had done all this before. The company
first built eighteen sturdy homes and two boarding houses for the new-
comers. Scores of local men, grateful for jobs, were added to the payroll.
The positive economic impact on Rockbridge was immediate and the im-
pact was enduring. Imagine the relief: Here was a new industry, sorely

FIGURE 2
Chestnut logs being hauled to the South River Lumber Company at Cornwall, undated.
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needed in those shaky times, actually arising in plain view and paying
dependable wages. Still smarting over their earlier losses, local bankers
and businessmen were at first skeptical. As the industry progressed, how-
ever, they learned to trust, then respect, and finally admire the South
River Lumber Company. The names of those who who came and stayed
included Crissman, Badger, Swanson, Clevenger, Thompson, and Steele.
My father, Reuben Franklin Douty, was one of the Pennsylvanians. He
married the local schoolmistress, Mary Flotelle Coffey, and eventually put
down roots in Rockbridge.

Large steam boilers arrived from Pittsburgh to create power for the
sprawling mill, using coal and wood as energy sources. A massive band
saw, new to the industry, was carefully set in place. It would be capable
of milling 85,000 board feet of lumber a day. Circular saws were being
phased out after their promising fifty-year history, because band saws cut
faster and created a thinner cut, or “kerf,” yielding less sawdust and thus
wasting considerably less wood. The millpond was built, complete with
steam-powered elevators capable of forcing logs twenty-four feet up to the
milling deck. Massive buildings took shape, fitted with the latest equip-
ment, all designed to turn trees into finished lumber.

A schoolhouse was placed in the center of the residential area, so
that no schoolchild was out of sight or sound of home. The company con-
structed a large, secure general store within sight of the mill. It was never
a “company store,” and Wilmer Supply moved down from Old Cornwall
and set up retail business in the new building. Marvin Methodist Church
appeared across the river, and McCutchen Presbyterian Chapel was built
between Old and New Cornwall. The village was humming with energy
and buoyed by high spirits.

The biggest challenge remained getting logs from the mountains to
the mill. Another railroad was needed. Specifically, a forty-two-inch gauge
logging railway to connect with the Norfolk and Western track would be
built. From this connection near the mill site, the rails would probe deep
into the forest. Grading, blasting, and bridge-building commenced. The
rail line followed South River for its first mile and then turned up Irish
Creek.

Pennsylvania crews initially carried out surveying for this new rail-
road, but South River Lumber Company soon hired a Rockbridge County
surveyor, Douglas E. Brady. That distinguished family name has never
faded from Rockbridge history. I was privileged to know Douglas Brady
during his final years. His son, D. E. Brady Jr., whom we knew as Pat, of-
fered me valuable encouragement when I contemplated writing this his-
tory. The Brady family has made significant contributions of knowledge
and leadership in the entire Rockbridge area.
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Douglas Brady quickly proved the value of his mathematical and en-
gineering skills. The northern surveyors returned home, leaving Brady in
full command. His task was formidable. He designed fifty-seven miles of
rail grades and lived to see the entire track completed. That is an astonish-
ing achievement, considering the mountainous terrain. Steam locomo-
tives began pushing their way smoothly into wilderness haunts, before the
unbelieving eyes of reclusive settlers who thought they had defied every
encroachment of civilization. The logging project had begun. The year
was 1917.

Cornwall timber crews learned the names of hills and hamlets: Big
Bend Creek, Yankee Horse Ridge, Norvall Flats, Panther Mountain, Por-
ters Fields, Montebello, Coffey Town, Crabtree Falls, Nettle Creek. Many
of the shy natives, especially the younger generation, welcomed the lum-
ber company. They could easily appreciate the new roads, the new jobs,
and in some cases new husbands. A partial list of some local names would
include Clark, Lilly, Whitten, Heslep, Fauber, Floyd, Tyree, Lawhorne,
Wilmer, Cash, Thomas, Gibson, Greene, and Humphries. The South
River Lumber Company had enormous respect for strong families, and
made every effort to be fair with these people. Local workers were vital to
the success of the industry.

World War I took some of the men in 1917-19, but the mill was able
to stay in production. Many of the veterans returned to Cornwall at war’s
end. Franklin Douty, recovering from war wounds, moved away to a farm
he bought in Pennsylvania. For several years he and Mary lived there,
where their first children, Stafford and Max, were born. Then came the
Great Depression, inflicting another kind of wound. The family moved
back to Cornwall, where there was welcome, almost life-saving employ-
ment. The Douty family grew to include my twin sister and me, born in
one of the original eighteen houses.

By 1925 the South River Lumber Company had reached the peak of
its production. More than two hundred families were on the payroll. Five
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