The Many Stories of Main Street

\ X Saturdag, May 15t 2017

% 200-4:00

every half hour

ﬁ % Tours starting at the Old Courthouse

Sponsorecl by First Baptist Church,

Historic Lexington Foundation,

Main Street Lexington, and

\b W& L's Department of Sociologg &~ Anthropology
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The Many Stories of Main Street

E I

Ll

Host Trip Calihan 20

/ \ Narrative/ Dramatization: Luckless in Lexington

William Luckless: Treg Lewis ,CZO; prop ~ rock
John Ellis: Mark Croughan ’QO; prop ~ water gun
William Bumfin (police o{{icer): Davis Walclrop ’90; prop ~ l)adge

On table

Guide to stations on events (hanclout)
“TRemember’ cards

Laminated newspaper notice (jail) and invitation (courthouse)

Activities
True or false?
Suggesteclz draw a grave marker for William Luckless (on 11anclout)

Station One: The Jail and Old Courthouse

(south of courthouse, in public brick pavement where tables are)



Luckless in Lexington

Summer 1866 - A group of men were standing in front of a store in Lexington when William Luckless (about 30 years old) "joined the partg.“ Afew
minutes later John Ellis came "and joined the party also and remarked that he ‘would like to see an old fashioned Virginia drag down fight, like such

"

as he had seen in Norfolk." Luckless replied, he supposed he could be accommodated.  Ellis and Luckless “started down the pavement together "and
turned into the alley " Ellis "had his pistol drawn around to the front on his belt &~ had his hand on or near it (it was not drawn)." Luckless told him "not
to draw that pistol.” Ellis told him "not to advance on him." Luckless then “started with his arms folded, as if he was going out at the mouth of the
alleg.” Ellis “brandished his pistol” & continued to brandish it moving down the sidewalk, "and upon turning round, the firing commenced.” Luckless
stooped down and "seemed very uneasy and seemed to be trying to get a rock.” Ellis shot a second time. The two were not far apart. After the second
shot, "the crowd” went toward Luckless who was bleeding. Witnesses heard shouts of “catch him.” He ran to the house of Miss Mary Bowlin. Ellis said
"ma 'am, | have shot a man and if they catch me, they will shoot me. [ want you to protect me. [ am a southern soldier & fought in the southern army,
won't you let me go into the cellar.” [Luckless had also been a soldier.] Just then a police officer William Bumfin looked through the window &~ saw

LAL

Ellis, who sat down and said '] surrender. Bumfin said, “Ellis sang out, don't let them kill me." "The crowd, being very much incensed, several persons
struck the prisoner with their fists, he remonstrated, said he was in the hands of the law, & desired to be protected,” and Bumfin did his bet to protect
him. “All the way from the place of arrest to the court-house, he begged not to be hurt. The crowd was "incensed,” but carried him to the jail. When
he learned that Lawless was not yet dead, Ellis feared that "some one would come during the night and take him out [o{ the jail] and shoot or hang
him.” Be begged Bumfin to stay with him, “sag ing that he would give him all he was worth if he would do so." Ellis said that Bumfin, being "a police
officer of the town, ... would have more influence in keeping off the crowd if they came, than any one else.” Bumfin told Ellis he was as safe in jail "as
he would be in his mother's chamber.” Bumfin agreed to say with Ellis & watch the street that night, even though Bumfin was "well assured however
that there would be no necessity for it." Luckless died of his gun shot wounds.

Rockbr. Co. Judgments, Sep 1866. Murder. ™ John L. Ellis shoots William Luckless. Involuntary manslaughter. ..

Defense of self-defense & insanity.

Lexington Gazette 11/ 13/ 1867: jailed since his trial under a capias pro fine. His case carried bLJ Gov. Letcher before J uclge She{{eg on a writ of

habeas corpus. The judge discharged Ellis from all further imprisonment.

Rockbr. Co. COB 1865-1867: 181, 101-205 11ttps:/ / cjrc.osu.eclu/ sites/ cjyc.osu.edu/ files/ rockl)ridge%?()countg %20homicides.doc



Rockbridge County Jail, 1950s
Works Progress Administration

W@" L Special Collections
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Rockbridge County Courthouse

Like the jail, this is not the first building to house the Rockbridge County Court

—

First court house was on southwest corner of Nelson and Randolph Streets:
“well-framed” and “weather boarclecl,” 20x106 feet (like a small wooden house)
c. 1778

By 1790 a new brick court house (current location) was complete, but six years
later was the “Great Fire.” April 11,17906: “It commenced in a stable which was
set on fire” either “]JLJ the pipe of the hostler” or “as some say, from fire under a
wash kettle. The stable was filled with hay, and a high wind was blowing and
carried a storm of sparks toward town. All the houses on both sides of Main

b

Street were burned, down to and including the court house’
Brick replacement courthouse insured in 1803 ($4,000). BL] the 1870s editor of
newspaper complained: “We have the shabbiest Temple of Justice in the
Valley .. Can't the supervisors make the court house a little more decent? Let it
be whitewashed anyhow. It is filthy, dirty, and an absolute disgrace to our

Y

Countg.’
Current court house completecl ({or about $17,000) in 1897, supervisor said it
was the “cheapest good building and the best cheap building ever erected in
Rockbridge County.” Some 600 people attended the dedication and “packecl

”

every available space in the courtroom.

[Roq ster Lyle, Jr. Courthouses of Rockbridge County. Vizginia Cavalcade Winter 1976 pp.
118-125.]
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e e e e e

Michael Miley, 1897; stone wall and railing incorporated from earlier courthouse
[Rog ster Lyle, Jr. Courthouses of Rockbridge County. Vizginia Cavalcade Winter 19706 pg. 125. ] Photograph W& L Special

Collections. Note voads, cross walk, sign for N.O. Dold store, horse, dog, child, men, construction materials on sidewalk]



The Many Stories of Main Street

* Host Don Gaylord (W&L Sociology / Anthropologg)
*  “Descendants” of Captain John Leyburn: Schuyler Barefoot and Lauren Shotwell ;

telling stories that son John remembered

Narratives
i Capt. John Leg burn (bought / finished house; merchant; died in NY; boclg exhumed and

brought to Lexington for reinternment; estate accounts give glimpses into household)

* Capt. George Baker — refer to ad

On table

*  Objects: “countn] produce” to barter for cravat, gloves, suspenders (take selfies)

* “TRemember’ cards and tape

e Laminated Mutual Assurance declaration and ad for Baker's store

Activities
i Matching (term and pictures/ definitions) ice house, smoke house, carriage house,
[ | cistern on this ‘miniature plantation” in the center of town

*  Suggested: draw one of these buildings (on handout)

Station Two: The Alexander-Withrow Building

(in front of courthouse, shaded area close to building)



Rockbridge County Deed Book B pg. 572

* D5Junel792

* John Bowg er, William McKee, and James
Buchanan Esqr (or any two of them appointed by
the Court of Rockbridge to convey the Lots in the
town of Lexington)

* ToWilliam Alexander of the County of
Rockl)riclge

* ForTen£

* Twolots in the Town of Lexington containing half
an acre each and known by the numbers

Nineteen and twenty five ..




Captain John Leyburn

Although we call this building the Alexander-Withrow House, for many

decades it was the home of the Leyburn family.
X Captain John Legburn (1770—18:’)1 — dates from his grave marker in

Stonewall Jackson Memorial Cemeterg)

¢ Bought this property in 1800 from the estate of William Alexander (DB
D:260)

¢ And that year insured this “brick dwelling house” “in an unfinished state”
(Mutual Assurance Societg); probably still damage from the Great Fire

X By 1802 Leyburn took out a new insurance policy to cover the repaired
house and detached brick kitchen (MAS)

¢ Leyburn was a merchant and operated a store in this location; he also had

a counting room, ice 11011se, smoke 11ouse, carriage 11ouse, sta]ale, cistern,
and lumber yard on the premises /Lexmg ton Gazette October 9,183D)

113 ”
¢ Historian characterized it as a miniature plantation in the center of town

00

[ROL] ster Lyle, Jr. “Lexington’s Alexander-Withrow Builcling,” Roanoke Valley
Historical Societg 9(1). Image Wé&'L Special Collections, RHS MS Architecture of
Historic Lexington Withrow House folder]
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https:/ / www.loc.gov/ item/ va0899/

John Legburn’s youngest son, John, left a description of the house during those
earlg years: ‘Our old house occupiecl a conspicuous place in the Village [ancl] win
most respects was a pleasant abode. Its apartments, for that day, seemed spacious
and airy, the prospect of the surrounding hills and majestic mountains was
beautiful and grand and the great piles of blazing hickory on the capacious hearth
glowed with comfort and cheerfulness, as we cozily gathered around it.

The younger John Leyburn also wrote that the ]ouilding’s “elevated and isolated
position left it exposed to the full blasts of the winter winds, which came rushing
down from the snow-clad mountains, roaring in the chimney tops and rattling the
windows, moaning like so many spirits in distress through every crevice and

keyhole, and throwing a gloom over our little circle.”

But “In the late summer evenings the chimney swifts in great numbers would
‘assemble from nobody knew where and, after floating for a long time in a wide,
revolving circle around one of the high chimneys .. would descend into its funnel
and take up their lodgings for the night.”

[J ames G. Leyburn, The Leyburn Family, 1734-1960, unpublished ms lent by the author to
Royster Lyle, cited in Royster Lyle, Jr. “Lexington’s Alexander-Withrow Building,” Roanoke
Valley Historical Society a(1). Image W& L Special Collections, RHS MS Architecture of
Historic Lexington Withrow House {olcler]



Alexander-Withrow House c. 1867,
Rockbridge Historical Society,
W& L Special Collections




Captain John Leyburn (c.1770-1821)

\ 4

Dr. Alfred Leyburn (1805-1878)

¥

Edward Jenner Leyburn (1829 - 1900)

¥

Rev. Edward Riclleg Leg]aurn (1865~1958)

Professor James Graham Leyburn (1902-1993 ) W& L Sociology Professor, Dean of the College; person for whom W&'L
library is named. So his great-great-grandfather and his family occupied what's now the Alexander~-Withrow Building

[J ames G. Legl)urn (1961) “Dr. Alfred Legburn ~(1805~1878) —a Lexington Wllig, Legislator, and Man of Aﬂairs,” Pp-. 22-
30 in Rockbridge Historical Society Volume Six of the Proceedings, 1961-1965.]

httpz/ / www.faithinwritinp,.com/ Traclition/ Dean/



http://www.faithinwriting.com/Tradition/Dean/

U.S., Newspaper Extractions from the Northeast, 1704-1930 for John Leyburn

New York > New YorkEveningPost > Death > 1825-1831

John Leyburn

U.S., Newspaper
© WILLIAM W © 18 =3 Extractions from the
:ali.o, : % tm &m We . Northeast, 1704-1930
- 2 RELATED | SOURCE |

Name John Leyburn

m&; ° Event Death
=

FEATIR T
+ g
£ -rr*ﬂt
Yo

e -

Death Date 8 Jan 1831

_

BRTet Pumutos of the State of Hods 74 yeurm, o Lt -
e P S
Sty ovmbey BV TGy © Teele Moty o,

. fo
s L R S RS B .
In m. City 8th inst, Capt. John leyburn, of Lexington,Va.

ae,71 years WILLIAM CRUIKSHANK a
mw but for 38 a reosident of
this City. Residence 40 Greenwich Street.

Newspaper New York Evening Post

Publication

Date 10 Jan 1831

New York Evening FPost10 January 1831

John Leg]:)urn,s Settlement
Will Book 8, PP- 447-449

Remains moved from New

York to Lexington; he'd died
in New York City




Capt.John Leyburn
Will Book 8, pages 15-27 and PP 447-449
1831-1837 Executor’s account of estate of John Leyburn, deceased

Pag ments include funeral expenses, p]:lqsician’s ]oill, “Manj Colbert for services to

the {amilg,” taxes, subscription to Missionary Herald payment to Lexington

Presbyterian Church, contribution to “fire company, installments to Bible

”

Society, and “advertisement of Runaway Levi in paper
J J pap

In the 1820 census, John Leq]ourn’s household included three slaves




Stonewall Jackson Memorial Cemetery
http:/ / li]ararg?.wlu.eclu/ SJCemetenJ /




In the spring of 1840, |Dr. Alfred] Leyburn began renting to Captain George A. Baker, a prominent

Lexington businessman who opened a haberdashery in the building. In one advertisement in the

Gentlemen's Furnishing Store.

local paper, Baker said that he was keeping ‘constantlg on hand the best and the most elegant spring & ""“':'_‘_fﬂ v "f““ﬂ_s' :

assortment of CLOTHES, CASSIMERS & VESTINGS, the market can produce, also SHIRTS, ) i :ﬂ:ﬂ"i]’L‘“fei':;‘t"’egf‘zfigﬁ :_eh::‘ o}
SOCKS, CRAVATS, [ps. 8] TIES, COLLARS, UNDERSHIRTS, GLOVES, of all kinds, French, Engl, and American O, G
SUSPENDERS, DRAWERS, HANKERCHIFES, COAT-LINKS & INDIA-RUBBER BOOTS! Black, Blue, Brown, Grecn, Olive, Mulber-

ry, and Citron Olive Broad Cloths from 213 fo
$10 per yard. Also Black Doe Skin am fan-

« , cy Colored Cassimeres, 50 variely shnde_slluf
[1850 ad Baker ] Give me a call before you purchase elsewhere and I am sure to make a sale to you. color & stye, Vestings of Silk am:i Ms.r;e:ul rea
‘ ) which cannot be surpassed in this markel lor

He concluded with: ‘All kinds of country produce taken in exchange for work, except Cabbage. beauty and quality.

Give me a Call before you purchase else-
where and I am sure to make = sale lo you,
' All who purchase material
from me forlittle Boy's cloth-

=k EY ing, can, if desired, have them
ey Cut out free of churge.

[1851] Captain Baker bought [the property from Dr. Legl)urn]

¢ Keep constantly en hand a
To this Scotch-Irish community of the mid 19tk century, saving money was next to Godliness .. supply of AN
L) ¢ ” I:. A )] |
exington davings Institute use apt. Baker's store as the “place of deposit” since he was the C Lc} THING;
L ton S Institute used Capt. Baker's st the “p P NG;
. . . . f eood quality and well mad
treasurer] ,and the Savmgs Institute was a popular place. At one point the local paper admonished = f;- 5:! o?rin ;
: ‘ : . . 1 ST e . exccuted with diss
its readers: If all who are addicted to the vice of intemperance and to moderate drinking would pay ;,':ﬂﬂl, {:;;T:f‘:ﬁ: o m shionable Man-
their morning visit to Captain Baker, the Treasurer of the Lexington Savings [nstitute, and geta “ﬁ;h kinds of country produce mkgﬂnlin e
certificate of deposit instead of a 81ass of whiskeg, 10 years hence would exhibit fewer Jpoor and ﬂnﬂﬁ:tﬁf l:’;ﬁ:a:ﬂfﬂ Cabbage. wor
<] . . . ” " ted im-
helpless families amongst us. Will not all make this experiment? mﬂﬁ;t:l;u or three Journeymen wanied im

G. A.BAKER.
April 4, 1850. . |

I —

[ Royster Lyle, Jr. “Lexington’s Alexander-Withrow Building,” Roanoke Valley Historical Society o(1). Image
W& L Special Collections, RHS MS Architecture of Historic Lexington Withrow House folder]
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The Many Stories of Main Street

Hosts Hannah Austin 17 and Joe Gagnon 20

\ Narratives

* Daniel McGuire Reillg (Rileg) — left Ireland cluring famine, CSA (1St Manassas),

long time Lexington jeweley, silversmith in this building

* Central Hotel, Liquid Lunch, HLF and renovation

On Table

* “I Relnelnlaer” carcls

* Laminated map of Virginia (Reillg’s story ). before and after renovation pictures

Activities

\E *  Where's DM, Reillg? (map of Virginia)
] ] .

Match before and after pictures (renovation)
*  Suggested: draw the outline of Virginia (on handout)

Station Three: The McCampbell Inn
(in front of antique store at 16 N. Main)



/ John and Mary McCamp]aell’s 1809 house
—] likely looked like the drawing on the
|
|
|

right; after the street was lowered in 1856~

57, the house had a three-story facade.

[Davicl W.Jones (1983) “An
Axchitectural Study of the McCampbell

Inn.” Central Hotel papers, Box 1, Folder
21, WL Special Collections]

iy L

EXHIBIT A 1509

ExHIBIT 2
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MCCamp]oell Inn

L)

0

Insurance policy (December 1,1812) for a two-~story brick

house “‘covered with wood” (shingles)

* Center section of The Georges (Q?X\BO’)

By 1812 John McCampbell was deceased; had bought

this lot and probably built this house in 1809 (DB 4:424)

¢ John McCamp]aeH’s 1810 will left “the house and lott on
which [ live” to his Dear wife Man] " (WB 3:550)

» Small southern (right) section added c. 1816

* Sold to Daniel Hoffman 1824 (DB 0:89) ¢ later to

others

* Northern section added c. 1857

>

L)

(R )

L)

%

L0

<&

)

(R )

)

L)

&

)

L)

[Rog ster LLJ le (1971) Memo Construction of Central Hotel Building. Wé&L

Special Collections, Architecture of Historic Lexington Central Hotel Box 1
Folder 18; LL] le and Simpson 197756]



00

Daniel McGuire Rileg born 1840 in Ireland
Emigrated to US in early 1850s (clepth of the Irish

Famine)

D)

0’0

%% 1861 enlisted in Confederate Army — Dt then 27t VA
In{antrg — First Manassas (wounclecl)

¢ 1860 married Margaret Jane Wats

s ¢.1861-1902 had a store on the second floor of the

central section; these statements were found in the
floorboards of the southern section — perhaps where
Margaret and Daniel lived with their children (Katie,
Annie, J ulia, Della, WiHiam)

+* Census returns list him as “jeweler” (1880) and “watch
maker” (1900)

% Died 1910 in Lexington

[census, cemetery, and military records; also David W. Jones

(1983).“An Architectural Study of the McCampbell Inn.” Central
Hotel papers, Box 1, Folder Ql, Wdé&'L Special Collections]
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Soldier History

Daniel McGuire Reilly

Residence was not listed;
Enlisted on 4/18/1861 at Lexington as a Private.

On 4/18/1861 he mustered into "B" Co. VA 5th Infantry
He was transferred out on 6/15/1861
(Estimated day of transfer)

On 6/15/1861 he transferred into "H" Co. VA 27th Infantry
(date and method of discharge not given)

He was listed as:
* Lost gun 7/2/1861 Hainesville (Lost gun in retreat)
* Wounded 7/21/1861 Manassas, VA

Promotions:
* Corpl 10/1/1862

Intra Regimental Company Transfers:
* from company H to company G

Other Information:

born 3/17/1832 in Drougheda, Ireland

died 12/4/1915

Buried: Stonewall Jackson Cemetery, Winchester, VA

(Postwar jeweler & watchmaker. Member Lee-Jackson Camp,
Lexington.)

Sources used by Historical Data Systems, Inc.:
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The Diary of Michael Reid Hanger
Rockbridge Rifles, Company H, 4th and 5th Virginia Infantry
April 18th-October 30th, 1861

This diary was edited by Robert Driver, and made available to this project by the Augusta County Historical Society. Unless otherwise noted, all comments are Mr. Drivers.

We are indebted to Rav and Cindy Ledgerwood of Pullman. Washington for making this diary available. Harold Howard of Lynchburg. realizing it would be of local interest. sent me a copy of this valuable manuscript.

Michael Reid Hanger was born in Staunton. Virginia on Mav 10, 1840. He was working as a carpenter in Lexington in 1860. he enlisted in the "Rockbridge Rifles” in Lexington on April 18 1861, in response to Governor John Letcher's call for volunteers to defend Virginia. The "rockbridge
Ruifles” had been orgamized as part of the mulitia i 1839, following John Brown's raid on Harper's Ferry. Captam Samuel Houston Letcher. brother of the governor. was captain of the company from 1ts origin and led 1t into Virginat service m 1861

The "Rafles." 103 strong. assembled 1n front of the courthouse m Lexmgton on April 18th to be swormn m. The new soldiers had dravwn theiwr arms and equipment from the state arsenal at the V.MLL
A reporter for the Lexingron Gazette described the ceremony:

"When all was ready. after bidding adieu to friends and relatives. the Rafles were formed m front of the Court House. where Eev. Mr. Tebbs[2] stood prepared to call upon the Lords of Hosts for lus protecting care under the trymg circumstances mn which they were soon to be placed. All heads
were uncovered while the men of God appealed to the God of battle. to bless those who had left their wives and children, fathers and mothers. brothers and sisters. to go forth in defense of rights bestowed upon us by our fathers of the revolution. and to protect and defend them from these whe
mstigated by folly and wickedness. would deprive us of our dearly prized mstitutions. All hearts were softened. all eves were moistened by the tear of sorrow for the necessitation of the case. Every soldier was determined. if need be. to stand to the last. and die in a cause so just and a service
so honorable.”

Another added: "The pomp and circumstancesof glorious war were present when on that bright spring morning [this] company. with colors flying and martial music, took up the line of march from Lexington to Harpers Ferry. His [Elisha F. Paxton's][3] voung wife with sad forebodings. wept
until her handkerchief was wet with tears. In their last fond embrace he took this from her hand and as a reminder of her love carried it on many a bloody battlefield.

Cadet A C. S. Greenwood wrote: ". . . the Rifle Company started today at one o'clock they passed the institute and [we] saluted them. . . "

Young Hanger begins his diary:
the April 18 1861
We left Lexingtom at 1 oclock PM in stages [sic] - hacks - Waggons We got to Fairfield at sunset I took supper at Mr. MeCormicks[3][.] Marston [7] & myself eat at Mr Dr Hameltons
the April 19

we got to Staunton this morning put up at the Va House got breakfast and Asbury MeCluerer[10] Samuel Charlton[12] went back to the Hotel and in A few moments we started out was Escorted out of town with the band of musick & we all got aboard of stages hacks and prseeded to Mt
Sidney got there at dark. Sargent Campbell[14] & John Edmondson

the April 20th

We left Mr Sidney this morming for Harrisonburg had quite a nice time of it all day got to Mount Crawford at 12 AM the Rockbridge Cavalry[17] & many others that U knew--we went on got to Harrisonburg at 4pm marched into the Court House & then we devided our for different places for
to stay all night Mr. Vamer Bailey[19] & my self went to Mr Effingers[21] and Misses Smith[23] came in and we had A good time generally.
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Daniel Reilly

in the American Civil War Soldiers

Suggested Records

Mame: Daniel Reilly
No Image Residence: Ireland, Virginia [ U.S., Civil War Soldier Records and
' Text-only collection _ . . Profiles, 1861-1865
ok 4R e Occupation: Silversmith Daniel McGuire REi"}"
Enlistment Date: 18 Apr 1861

Source Citation

Enlistment Place:

Side Served:

Lexington, Virginia

Confederacy

[ 1880 United States Federal Census
Daniel M. Reilly

[ 1900 United States Federal Census

State Served:  Virginia Daniel M Riley
Birth Date: 23 Mar 1840 [) 1910 United States Federal Census
Death Date: 14 Dec 1916 Daviel M Reilly
Death Place: Lexington, Virginia D Web: Virginia, Find A Grave Index, 1607-
Sources: 2012

21

Side served: Confederacy; State served: Virginia; Enlistment date: 18 Apr 1861

Crnrra InfAarmatinn

Daniel Mcguire Reilly

[ Virginia, Select Marriages, 1785-1940
D. M. Reilly

Show More v
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Daniel McGuire Reilly

in the U.S., Civil War Soldier Records and Profiles, 1861-1865

Suggested Records o

Mame: Daniel McGuire Reilly

Mo Image Residence: Lexington, Virginia [ U.S., Find A Grave Index, 1600s-Current
‘ Text-only collection . . Daniel McGuire Reilly
= o dyLocd Occupation:  Silversmith
Age at Enlistment: 21 [ Virginia, Death Records, 1912-2014
Daniel Moguire Reilly
Enlistment Date: 18 Apr 1861
D L.5., Civil War Soldier Records and
Rank at enlistment:  Private

Enlistment Place:
State Served:

survived the War?:

Service Record:

Lexington, Virginia
Virginia
Yes

Enlisted in Company H, Virginia
27th Infantry Regiment on 18 Apr
1861.Promoted to Full Corporal
on 01 Oct 1862,

Profiles, 1861-1885
Daniel McGuire Reilly

[ American Civil War Soldiers
Daniel Reilly

[ 1880 United States Federal Census
Daniel M. Reilly

[ 1900 United States Federal Census
Daniel M Riley

Birth Date: 23 Mar 1840 Show More v
Death Date: 14 Dec 1916
Death Place:  Lexington, Virginia
Sources:

The Virginia Regimental Histories
Series
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Daniel McGuire Reilly In the Civil War:
What Happened Where?




Name:
Age:

Birth Year:

Birthplace:

Home in 1880:

Race:

Gender:

@ View blank form

Relation to Head of
House:

Marital Status:
Spouse's Mame:
Father's Birthplace:
Mother's Birthplace:
Neighbors:

Occupation:

Cannot read/write:
Blind:

Deaf and dumb:
Otherwise disabled:
Idiotic or insane:
Household Members:

in the 1880 United States Federal Census

Daniel M. Reilly

40

abt 1840

Ireland

Lexington, Rockbridge, Virginia
White

Male

Self (Head)

Married
Margaret J. Reilly
Ireland
Ireland

View others on page

Jeweler

View image

Name Age
Daniel M. Reilly 40
Margaret J. Reilly 36
Katie M. Reilly 13
Annie J. Reilly 10
William P. Reilly 6
Julia D. Reilly 3
Della M. Reilly im

Qus
Pro
Dar

O Am

Dar

O wel
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Dr. John H. Freeman (1861-1900) moved to Lexington from Washington,
DC.c.1859 [o]oituarg] -~ and took up practice in the northern part of the
ljuilding [Jones].

Although he seems to have been a “prominent and successful phy sician’
in Lexington, not everyone was fond of him. Editorials in the Lexington
Gazette (1870s) were scathing in their critic of his politics and regular

reappointment as postmaster:

“Dr. JH.Freeman has been reappointed postmaster at Lexington by
President Hayes. It was a foregone conclusion. The Dr. was smart enough to
have ‘all things fixed up, beforehand. Republican enough, with 800(1
conservative backing he held all the trump cards.” (April o) 1878)

[RHS MSS Architecture of Historic Lexington, Central Hotel, Box 1, Folder 18]

11ttps:/ / www.{indagrave.com/ cgi~

DEATH OF DR. J. H. FREEMAN.

— e

Died; at Lekington, Va., at 11:10 p.
m;, Monday, November 12th, 1900, in
the 84th year of his age, Dr. John H
Freeman, for many years a prominent
and successful physician of this town
and couuty.

Dy, Freeman was born November 106,
1816, at Jeffersonton, Culpeper county,
Virginia, where he resided till his
graduation from the Univarsity of Vir-
ginia and the Jeflerson Medical Col-
lege of Philadelpbia. At the age of
20 he married Adline, the eldest
danghter of the late Cbarles Howard
Flinn, of Luray, Va., where he after-
wards 1 cated in the practice of bis
proféesion. In 1856 he removed with
his family to Wasbington, D, C., where
he successfu'ly practiced till 1859, when
he removed to Lexington where he es-
tablished himself snd praciced till
within & month previous to his death.
His wife preceded him in death three
years and four months and is baried
i the family lot in the cemetery at
Luray.

bin/’ {g.cgi?page=grlGSln=FREG"GSpartial=1¢GSbyrel =allé GSst=48¢" GSentry =4

&' GSsr=1521&"GRid=49210889&




Central Hotel, Brower Post Card Collection, WL Special Collections



Central Hotel, WPA photo, W& L Special Collections



~ College-town
watering hole
Ry goes

legitimate

By BILL CANDLER
Special to The Daily Break

ENTION THE McCAMPBELL Iann to a

Washington and Lee or Virginia Milita‘g

Institute alumnus and you won't get m

of a reaction. But tell them it’s the same
place they knew as the Central Hotel, the home of the
old Liguid Lunch, and the reaction is swift.

Peter Meredith Jr. of Norfolk, himself a VMI grad
and part owner of the hotel, has banded with some
his relatives to tackle the restoration job in historic
Lexington. It is not a popular move in some camps,
extremely popular in others.

2

When he casually mentioned his plans to a friend —
a W&L man — the so-called friend became “in-
censed,” Meredith said, that anyone would even con-
sider closing “The Liquid.”

The place had become an institution as revered as
the schools it serviced, although it has been described
as little more than a sleazy bar, where for years an
uneasy truce was shared by W&L students (“Minks”
to VMI cadets), VMI boys (“‘Veemies' to Minks) and
a rather nowdy assortment of locals (“townies” to

Veemies and, Minks).

The guy was only kidding — he said. But there are
plenty of others who remember the Liquid with that
strange lingering affecticn that one can have only for
a college haunt, however disreputable.

The man most responsible for the nearly-compieted
hotel restoration, Peter Meredith Sr., g:,s'lldem of
Norfolk’s Meredith Construction Co., a ledged,
“Its history was not good. In the 1930s, W&L boys
used fo keep girls there that they didn’t tell their

“mothers about. A call to the Liquid got a case of beer

delivered to the back of the VMI barracks.”
Peter Jr., 30, like his father and brother Richard,
another VMI graduate, remembers the spot as a
popular place with cadets because of a back room
where they could loosen their military blouses and
relax with fellow cadets over beer and burgers. “I
never took a date in there,” he said. ‘It was a pretty

rough crowd.” .

Peter Meredith recalled that shortly after the fam-
ily took over the hotel he went into the Liquid and was
surprised at how little it had ed. “There were
pictures of the same players on the wall that had been
there 10 years before when I was a cadet. The place

: many old buildings in the South, the Cen-
tral Hotel began as a single structure, the earliest
dating to 1809. Two additions came later, one in 1816
and another in 1857. It wasn’t until 1912 that it became
a hotel, but it remained open until the foundation

Then it sat for several years while all around it, on
a block that includes the likes of Stonewall Jackson’s
home, renovation went on. Finally, though, the hotel
is getting the face lift it deserves. And, according to

Royster Lyle, curator of the C. Marshall Re-
search Library at VMI and co-a of “The Archi-
tecture of Historic ,"" the restoration will be

the “capstone’ of the foundation’s efforts to restore
; [ ] Please see Inn, Page B2

I/}}’gjnja11~])j]ot, 1 December 1982. RHS MSS Architecture of Historic Lexington, Central Hotel, Box 1, Folder 18
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Central Hotel Interior Photo, WL Special Collections
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Central Hotel Interior Photo, WL Special Collections
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The Many Stories of Main Street

1 ¥

Hosts Kassie Scott 18 and Braxton Wall 20

Narratives

*  John M. Ruff and son Jacob Ruff; hat manufacturers; John (“plain spoken and hot
headed man”) moved to the county and got mad at CyrusMcCormick in a less-
than-successtul early exhibition of the mechanical reaper

These two buildings became part of thriving African-American community;

memories of social events and community organizations

On Table

* “IRemember” cards

* Laminated pictures of wheat threshing, and Jacob Ruff house showing barbershop
and 8irls walking

*  Paper, paper cutter, hole punch, tape, pins to make a cockade

Activities

° Make a cockade (Ru{{ hat accoutrement); take a selfie in a hat

* Identity symbols of Odd Fellows, Order of the Eastern Star, Masons and learn what
values they embraced

* Suggested: draw a hat (on handout)

Station Four: The Ruff Houses
(in front of Napa Thai)
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[John Ruff House, W& L Special

Collections, Box ?, Folder 96B]

John M. Ruff

1811
Began ]auilc].ing large brick
townhouses at 23 North Main St.,
Lexington (“J ohn Ruff House”)
Served as the family residence and
hat factory for the next 70 years
the hat shop on the ground floor and
the residence above

1829
Built townhouse at 21 North Main St.
(“Jacob Ruff House")
(Lgle and Simpson 197756)



John M. Ruff (1785-1858)
Wife Martha Wallace (1782-18?7)
Wife Henrietta Cathran [9] (1787~1870)
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J Ol‘ll’l M RLI{{
1808-1815

His Ledger Book for his hat business records the sale of various types of hats: wool hats, $1.50; beaver, or Black
Castor hats, $6.00; silk, or stove pipe, hats, $8.00; Roram hats, militarg hats made to order, militia hats, cockades;
Salling hats, $14.75, the most expensive.

Customers paid in cash or barter, and received credit for raw materials provided. Items received in trade included,

besides pelts and furs and food, lottery tickets and whiskey.

His mother, Barbara, received a page of credits for her work in making hats. He charged his son Jacob room and

board while he was an apprentice, taken out of his credits for making hats.

[Ledger in RHS W& L Special Collections, cited in httpz/ / worldconnect.genealogy.rootsweb.ancestry com,/’ cgi~
bin/ igm.cgi?op=GET& db=tsmithd” 1d21151471]
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John Ruff and Son dissolved

their partnership; John
advertised to rent his house
because he “intended to

. ”
remove to his farm

October 26,1838

[J ohn Ruff House, WL Special Collections, Box Q, Folder 96B]



John M. Ruff

1830's: His primary occupation was farming. He
bought real estate with partner John Jordan, a
Lexington builder. Invested in the James River
and Kanawha Canal.

1832: Cyrus McCormick made a test of his reaper
on John's farm at John's invitation before a crowd
of 75. The ground was uneven and the reaper's
revolving wheel shelled considerable grain and
crushed the straw. John was angry and ordered
Cyrus to remove the machine from his property.
William Taylor, owner of the adjacent farm,
invited McCormick to continue the test in his
field where the ground was more even, and it
performed more satisfactorily.

1833: After Cyrus McCormick spent the winter
making improvements to his reaper, John signed a
testimonial as to its value.

Having invented what he believed to be a successful reaper, Cyrus's next
task was to convince the farmers that it was a practical device and to persuade
them to buy it. As a means to this end the field test was introduced. After the

trial on the Steele farm the next public exhibition, the date of which is uncertair

was given near Lexington, and this time the whole countryside turned out to
witness it. The machine was first taken to the farm of John Ruff, but as the
wheat to be cut was on a hill-side, the machine did poor work and scattered the
grain. Ruff, who is described as a plain-spoken, hot-headed man, interrupted
the performance by declaring in a loud voice that he did not want his wheat cut
and threshed at the same time, and "with considerable indignation, ordered the
machine out of his field." Fortunately for young McCormick there were some

men of greater vision present. Colonel William Taylor, who represented the dis-
trict in Congress, promptly stepped forward and, according to the statement of
J. W. Houghawout, many years afterwards mayor of Lexington, "offered to

give Mr. McCormick all the opportunity he needed to continue his operations on
his land. The machine was then taken into Colonel Taylor's field, only a little
ways off, and here it worked much better, and part of the time did good work. I
well remember how closely Mr. McCormick walked with the machine, watching

it and doing whatever was necessary when anything went wrong. He was

calm and quiet, indeed, said little, while most everyone had something to say,

such as, 'Oh, it will do, perhaps,' 'It will have to work better than that,' 'It is

https:/ / archive.org/ stream/ 11iston]o{roc
kbriOOmortrich/ 11istonJo{rock]ariOOmortr
ich djvutxt

“John M. Ruff, A Memoir of an Early 19th Century Citizen", by Samuel O.Ruff (unpublishecl, 1087) cited in
httpz/ / worldconnect.genealogy.rootsweb.ancestry com,/ c8i~]3in/ igm.cgi?op=GET & db=tsmith&id=1151471



‘@f.'

http:/ / kegworclsuggest.org/ gallery /1087536 htm]



Will Book 1, page
270

Division of Slaves,
John Ruff estate

Henrietta Ruff -~ 1861 (court)

Abraham Dou]at, slave of Mys.
Henrietta Ruff, cleared of the charge
of inciting servile insurrection, but
not of that of making seditious
speeches. Ordered that he be given
thirty~ nine lashes on the bare back

at the whipping post.

httpsz/ / archive.or,é,/ stream/ history
ofrock]ariOOmortrich/ historyofrockb

ri00mortrich_djvu.txt



https://archive.org/stream/historyofrockbri00mortrich/historyofrockbri00mortrich_djvu.txt

Jacob Ruff House, RHS Architecture of Historic Lexington,
Box 2, folder 96. WL Special Collections
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Jacob Ruff House, RHS Architecture of Historic Lexington,
WL Special Collections

BARBER SHOP

Post bellum transition of this area (North
Main Street) to a thriving African American
community




At 23 North Main Street, where Pappagallo and Cindy 's Salon are now [the old
John Ruff House] was a pool hall where dances were often held (upstairs). The Odd

Fellows, Order of the Eastern Star, Masons and other groups met in the pool hall
]auilcling.

One long-time resident remembered, as a fourteen-year-old girl, attending a
birthday party upstairs in this building, and how Edna Washington adjusted an

evening dress for her to wear.

~ Okral histories at First Baptist Church, 4 March 2017



Odd Fellows Values

. Toimprove and elevate the character of mankind by
promoting the principles of {rienclship, love, truth, faith,
hope, charity and universal justice.

. Tohelp make the world a better place to live by aiding
each other, the community, the less fortunate, the gouth,
the elderly, the environment and the community in every
way possi]ale.

. To promote good will and harmony amongst peoples and
nations through the principle of universal fraternity,
holding the belief that all men and women regardless of
race, nationalitg, religion, social status, 8ender, rank and

station are brothers and sisters.

“Our Mission.” The Sovereign Grand Lodge ]uc]epeuc]eut Oxrder of Odd Fellows. Last modified 2015.
http://www.iool.ora/IOOF/About_Us/Mission/IOOF/AboutUS /Mission.aspx?hkey=836e
4547-8471-4661-a9£1-0b67deb0b125.



http://www.ioof.org/IOOF/About_Us/Mission/IOOF/AboutUS/Mission.aspx?hkey=836e4547-847f-466f-a9f1-0b67deb0b125

Eastern Star strives to take good people,
through uplifting and elevating
associations of love and service as well as
through precept and example, to build an
Order which is truly dedicated to Charity,
Truth and Loving Kindness.

http:

www.ecasternstar.org

The Masonic experience encourages members to become better men,
better lmsbdnc]s, better fa thers, and better citizens. The Freemasons of
North America contribute over two million dollars a day to charitable
causes. The Shrine Masons (Shriners) operate the largest network of
hospitals for burned and orthopedically impaired children in the
country, and there is never a fee for treatment. Many other Masonic
organizations sponsor a variety of philanthropies, including
sc]w]ars[u’p progranis for children, and perform pu])[jc service

activities in their communities.

https:// gsrandlodgeofvirginia.ors,/ joining W]10~are~t]19~111asozzs#facmoazzc]wr



http://www.easternstar.org/
https://grandlodgeofvirginia.org/joining/who-are-the-masons#faqnoanchor

I roomed there from Saptember, 1911, to June, 1912
with Zack Justice., & law student by the name of Botroush lor
gomeathing llke 1t) sccupled the rear room up stalrs. Justioe
and 1 had the front room. I recall seeing some student stunts
from those front windows, escapades that were scandulous 1in
those days but exceedingly tams in comparison to the one we
sem and read about in the press in these days of snllghtenment.

It was then the home of a Captaln Pesarson, Confederate
army of ficer who rode with Barly to the gates of Washington.
His wife was an invalid. I think they bhad two daughters, one
was Minnie at home and the other had marrisd a Washington and

Las law student and lived in Martinsburg, W. V&.r as 1l recall.
50, I referred to the house as "The Fearsonm Home",

George West Diehl to Royster Lyle, May 16,1972

[J ohn Ruff House, W&L Special Collections, Box Q, Folder 96]3]

Referring to the Jacob Ruff House; see Central Hotel folder letter from Diehl to Lyle
that indicates he lived in the building just north of the Central Hotel



The Many Stories of Main Street

Hosts Stephanie Chung 18 and Lewis Johnston 20

Narratives
° Capt. William Willson — letter (archive s)
* Harry Lee Walker - adoption and “bank” (oral 11istonJ)
\ * Fliza Bannister Walker — cultural and civic leader (Bodie book)
On Table
® “I Remember” cards
* Large photo of grocery
*  White apron

*  Brown paper, finger paints, wet wipes

Laminated Willson letter and photos of Walkers

Activities
*  Tryreading Willson's letter
1 | * Sign your name like William Willson? (imitate 19t handwriting)

*  Suggested: draw something you see in the store (on handout)

Station Five: The Willson-Walker House

(in front of or just north of house)
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Main Street, Alison Bell » Wilson-Walker House original darkened.tif ~
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Main Street, Alison Bell » Walker, Eliza, 294, f.40.jpg ~

April 11,1874 — December 14,1959




Main Street, Alison Bell » Walker, Harry L..jpg ~

Born on the Fourth of July, 1875
Died March 4, 1841
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Edwin T. Walker Jr.’s grandfather, Harry Lee Walker, and grandmother Eliza
Walker had adopted his father, Edwin Walker. They had a number of foster
children. They’d gone to Washington to a home [orphanage] and asked for all
the bad boys to step forward, and his father stepped forward. He was
probably 10-12 years old at the time. Others recalled seeing Harry Lee
Walker usually wearing a white apron [as a butcher], and that he “was
practically a bank for black people.” He was a go-between, between black
people and the bank. The bank would loan him money because he was white
[?]. People in the community rarely paid for haircuts or other services; they
would charge them, and Walker kept a tally on brown butcher paper.

Oral Histories, First Baptist Church



Bldndome http:/ /- www.dhx.virsinia.gov/ registers/ Cities/Lexington/Blandome . photohtm



1900 United States Fede x - X
< C' | ® search.ancestrylibrary.com.ezproxy.wlu.edu/cgi-bin/sse.dll?indiv="18&db=1900usfedcen&h=72315263&tid=&pid=&usePUB=true&usePUBJs=true&rhScurce=60525 Q % :
E.ﬂ WalL ﬁm Library ﬁm Registrar Em Sakai WebAdvisor [ Outlook [fJ Facebook Huff Po m Trello [} Linkedin @ NYT Reuters === BBC News m CNN &% MSNBC mm NPR ﬂ Resistance  »

Harry L Walker B

in the 1900 United States Federal Census

v Harmy LWalker Send Your Find Home!
[Clary L Walker]
Il send

nter your email address and w
& 24 "

Jul 1875

Virginia

Lexington, Rockbridge, Virginia SEND DOCUMENT

m Provided in association with

National Archives and Records
Administration

ya A Walker

1895 Suggested Records o

5

[ 1920 United States Federal Census

virginia Harry

Walker

Virginia [ 1910 United States Federal Census
Meet Cutter Harry S\ r

[ 1930 United States Federal Census
Harry L Walker

Can Speak English:  yeg [ virginia, Death Records, 1912-2014

Wiew others on page

Houzen: Name Age
Harry L Walker 24
Elya ker 26
Harey T Walker 3

Valker 0

Hanna

Jule Banister 12

12:18 PM
472372017
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& Order certified copy of
record

Source Information

-

Harry Lee Walker

in the Virginia, Death Records, 1912-2014

Mame:

Gender:

Race:

Age at Death:
Birth Date:

Death Date:
Death Place:
Registration Date:
Father:

Mother:

Spouse:

T ]

Harry Lee Walker

Male

Black

65

4 Jul 1875

4 Mar 1941

Rockbridge, Virginia, USA
6 Mar 1941

William Walker

Hettie Dixion

Eliza Banister Walker

@

D U.5., Find A Grave Index, 1600s-Current
Harry Lee Walker

Suggested Records

[ U.S., World War | Draft Registration
Cards, 1917-1918
Harry Lee Walker

[) 1920 United States Federal Census
Harry L Walker

[ 1930 United States Federal Census
Harry L Walker

[ 1900 United States Federal Census
Harry L Walker

[ 1910 United States Federal Census
Harry S Walker

Show More v



Main Street, Alison Bell » Walker & Wood Brothers.tif ~




Main Street, Alison Bell » Walker, H. L. meat and grocery store, closeup, 294, box 2, f.9.jpg ~




The Many Stories of Main Street

E Hosts Members of First Baptist Church

Laminated historic images of church

Music

3L

Station Six: First Baptist Church



D www.aahistaricsitesva.o rg/items/show/139
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to their church, with the intention of erecting a new building. The cornerstone was

® www.aahistoricsitesva.org/items/s

Reuters BE

ibrary mRegistrar mSakai @WebAdvisor ﬂZOutlook Ed Facebook " Huff Po mTreIIo [ Linkedin @& NYT

laid on July 4, 1894, Friends and laborers gathered after working all day to dig the

AMERICAN foundation. The women held lanterns to provide light as there was no electricity in

Lexington. Masons from the Mocre family of Amherst, Virginia came later, and lecal
Washingfon residents helped with the carpentry. On April 16, 1886, the local weekly newspaper,
K¢ Map  satcume ’ and Lée

UniveTsity the Rockbridge County News, published this account: "On last Sunday, about 75

EST
NGTON

converts of the First Baptist Church (colored) were baptized in the North River. It took
one hour and was witnessed by at least 1000 people.”
On September 29, 19035 the record states that 1400 persons attended services. The

mortgage was paid and the bonds were burned by the bondsmen and by Sadie Lewis,

while former pastors and local town leaders discussed race relations in Lexington.

First Baptist Church remains an active congregation.

Physical Description

& =
Gogglef % s % * - oyl
»Fullscreen Map & Get Directions The church is a two-story brick structure. All windows in the sanctuary are stained
L
glass, and the interior features a cathedral ceiling, chandeliers, and the original pews.

Geographical and Contact Information

First BapTisT CHURCH, LEXINGTON
‘ g 103 N Main 5t

B
Lexington, Virginia
Historical Significance 24450
Phone: 540-463-4854
Fax: 540-464-4445

A number of African Americans worshiped in three of Lexington's white churches:
Manley Memorial Church, the Episcopal Church, and the Presbyterian Church. On
September 22, 1867, these members were permitted to withdraw and organize as the
Lexington African Baptist Church. Meetings were held in many locations, led by the =
Rev. Milton Smith, who was reared in the community and baptized in the Manley
Baptist Church in 1841, About 25 years later, the membership purchased the lot next
to their church, with the intention of erecting a new building. The cornerstone was CITE THIS PAGE: Virginia Foundation for the Humanities, “First Baptist Church,
laid on July 4, 1894. Friends and laborers gathered after working all day to dig the Lexingtan,” African American Historic Sites Database, accessed May 12, 2017,

foundation. The women held lanterns to provide light as there was no electricity in http://www.aahistoricsi

tesva.org/items/show/139.
Lexington. Masons from the Moore family of Amherst, Virginia came later, and local
residents helped with the carpentry. On April 16, 1886, the local weekly newspaper,
the Rockbridge County News, published this account: "On last Sunday, about 75
converts of the First Baptist Church (colored) were baptized in the North River. It took
one hour and was witnessed by at least 1000 people.”

On September 29, 1905 the record states that 1400 persons attended services. The

mortgage was paid and the bonds were burned by the bondsmen and by Sadie Lewis,
while former pastors and local town leaders discussed race relations in Lexington.

First Baptist Church remains an active congregation.

Physical Description




First Baptist Church, Lexington, originally known as Lexington Alrican Baptist Church, was organized in 1867.1n 1894-96 the
present church building was erected by black masons and carpenters according to a design by architect E. N. Bogher. The Gothic
Revival brick and stone church is one of the most visible historic buildings in downtown Lexington, and its two towers are
defining features of the town's skyline. Historically First Baptist played a central role in the life of Lexington’s Alfrican American

community. ..

In 1867 the black membership of Lexington Baptist Church (the present Manly Memorial Baptist Church) petitioned for “letters
of dismission” in order to forma separate congregation in Lexington. Blacks had been among the earliest members of Lexington
Baptist Church. When the church was founded in 1841 its first convert was Milton Smith, a black man who later served as on of
two deacons for the congregation’s black members. Washington and Lee University historian Theodore C. DeLaney Jr. writes
that the choice of Smith as the first convert symbolized a desire for inclusiveness on the part of the Lexington Baptist Church
congregation,s founders. ‘If the Baptists had any notion about catching up with the Methodists in evangelization of slaves, that is

exactly what 11appenec1,” Delaney comments on Lexington’s white Baptists and the Baptists of Virginia in general. He writes:

“The Baptist church attracted large numbers of black converts for several reasons. Mainly, the church identified with the masses
of underprivileged people in the United States. Highly democraticin its governance, the local church did not answer to higher
church authorities. The local, democratic nature of the church permitted its black membership to mold its own forms of worship
to conform [to] the community 's needs and culture. The requirement of seminary training prevented newly emancipated blacks

from becoming Presbyterian ministers, but no such barrier prevented entry into the Baptist clergy J

~ Dan Pezzoni

http://www.dhr.virginia.gov/registers/Cities/Lexington/ 117-0027-0065_FirstBaptistChurch 2000 NRfinal.pdf



http://www.dhr.virginia.gov/registers/Cities/Lexington/117-0027-0063_FirstBaptistChurch_2006_NRfinal.pdf

The black members organized Lexington African Baptist Church on September 22,1807 with the Reverend Milton Smith
as the first pastor. The infant congregation was permitted use of the lecture room of Lexi118t0n Baptist Churchasa place of
worship “until they can secure one of their own.” The first church is said to have been a log chapel, followed in 1871 ]og a
frame church (no longer extant) that stood on the northeast side of the present building. In 1888 the trustees purchased a
lot next to the 1871 church and on J uly 4,1894 the congregation laid the cornerstone of the present building. Historian
Kurt E. Schick writes, “Twentg~{ive dollar bonds were raised by the congregation to begin financing the $Q5,000 costs,
and some of the church deacons mortgaged their homes to pay for construction. Men of the congregation, friends, and paid

laborers worked nights while women held lanterns and brought baskets of food.” ..

By 190D the construction debt had been paid. The Rockbridge County News reported on the mortgage burning, a
“notable [occasion] in the history of the First Baptist church, colored, of Lexington.” The paper observed that “an immense
congregation filled the building .. J According to other accounts the crowd in attendance numbered 1,400 people. Such
large gatherings were not uncommon in the history of the church;in 1880 an estimated thousand people attended a First

Baptist-organized baptism in the Maury River that converted seventy-five individuals.

~Dan Pezzoni

http://www.dhrvirginia.gov/registers/Cities/Lexington/ 117-0027-0065_FirstBaptistChurch_2006_NRfinal.pdf



http://www.dhr.virginia.gov/registers/Cities/Lexington/117-0027-0063_FirstBaptistChurch_2006_NRfinal.pdf

https://www.facebook.com/pg;

First Baptist
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Lexington, VA
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" Founded on September 22, 1867

@ Mission
Our Mission - Given the history and heritage of First Baptist
Church, it shall be our mizsion to be immersed in spirtual
leadership, sarvice and education to the youth and young adults
that will result in & grester understanding of Christ Jesus and an
acceptance of Him &s Lord and Ssvior.

ADDITIONAL CONTACT INFO

= firstbaptistlex@centurylink.net

MORE INFO

@ About
The onganization of the First Baptist Church of Lexington,
\firginia, was the bringing to ife, of a besutiful dream, charged
with prayer, hope, faith and an all consuming desirs to carry out
the very commandments of God Himnsalf.

O General Information
Heritage Sites & Organizations.

General Info

First Baptist Church, Lexington

Site Type: Church
Historical Significance:

A number of African Americans worshiped in three of Lexington’s
white churches: Manley Memorial Church, the Episcopal Church,
and the Presbyterian Church. On September 22, 1BE7, these
members were permitted to withdrsw and organize as the
Lescington African Baptist Church. Mestings wers held in many
locations, led by the Rew. Milton Smith, who was reared in the
community and baptized in the Manley Baptist Church in 1841,
About 25 years |ater, the membership purchased the lot nest to
their church, with the intention of erecting a new building. The
comerstone was laid on July 4, 1884. Friends and laborers
gathered after working all day to dig the foundation. The women
held lantems to provide light as there was no electricity in
Lexington. Masons from the Moare family of Amherst, Virginia
came later; local residents helped with the carpentry On April 15,
1885, the local weekly newspaper, the Rockbridge County Mews,
published thiz sccount: "Cn last Sundsy, about 75 converts of the
First Baptist Church [colored) were baptized in the Morth River. It
took ona hour and was witnessad by st least 1000 people.” On
Septermber 28, 1005 the record states thet 1400 persons sttended
sarvices. The mortgage was paid and the bonds were bumned by
the bondsmen and by Sadie Lewis, while former pastors and local
town leaders discussed race relations in Lexington. First Baptist
Church remains an active congregation.

Physical Description:
The church is a two-story brick structure. All windows in the

sanctuary sre stained glass, and the interior festures & cathedral
cailing, chandeliers, and the original pews.

irstBaptistLexingtonVA/about/?ref=page_internal
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First Baptist Church of Lexington, W& Q
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First Baptist Church of Lexington, WA
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HOURS STORY
Closed Mow CLOSED - Sunday Merning Service 11:00 AM
Cheir Rehearsal Thursday 5:30
BUSINESS INFO Trustee Meeting 1st Meonday 5:30

@ Business Details
Parking Street parking
" Founded on September 22, 1867
@ Mission
Our Mission - Given the history and heritage of First Baptist

Church, it shall be our mission to be immersed in spirtusl
lesdership, service and educstion to t... Ses More

ADDITIONAL CONTACT INFO

= firstbaptistlex @centurylink.net

MORE INFO

0 About

The organization of the First Baptist Church of Lesdington,
Wirginia, was the bringing to Iife, of & beautiful’ dresm, charged
with prayer, hope, faith and an all consuming desire to camy out
the wery commandments of God Himself.

& General Information

Heritage Sites & Organizations
General Info... See Maore

¥ Awards

Listed in the Mational Register of Histaric Places and registersd
&s a Vinginia Historic Landmark

© Products

Our Yalues - Given the history and heritage of First Baptist
Church, we valus:
Worship ~ Education ~ Service

Owr Yision - The vision of First Baptist Church shall be to
evangelize for the purpose of discipleship in order to serve the
City of Lesdington, Virginia in particular and Rockbridge County in
genersl and ultimately, the waorld!!!

i3 Baptist Church - Region - Religious Organization
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First Baptist Church Photo Ornament.jpg ~




> North_Main_St_1950s_Christmas_RHSArchofHistLex_box2,f92.tif ~




Main Street, Alison Bell » Henry_Street_Lexington_VA_RHS_Photo.tif ~
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“Remember, we,re Ol‘llLJ here fOI a moment.”

Oral Histories, First Baptist Church, 4 March 2017



