SUMMER 1992

’THE WASHINGTON AND LEE UNIVERSITY ALUMNI

MAGAZINESE

A Brand New . . .
OLD GEORGE




FrROM THE ALUMNI PRESIDENT

Dear Alumni,

I have been privileged to
serve as President of the W&L

Alumni Association during the
past year and would like to take
this opportunity to share with

you some final observations re-
garding the state of the alumni
programs.

In my three previous messages to you, I pointed
out that the state of the alumni programs had never
been stronger. I am proud to say that is still the case.
Over the last year both our alumni chapter pro-
grams and on-campus programs have shown an
increase in participation and frequency of events,
reflecting the overall vibrancy and vitality of our
organization. Alumni chapter activities increased
from 198 total events and chapter newsletters in
1990-91 to over 240 total events and newsletters for
1991-92. Significant increases include 43 student
recruitment-oriented receptions in 1991-92 com-
pared to 30 in the previous year, reflecting a height-
ened awareness of W&L in our communities and a
willingness, indeed an eagemess, on the part of our
alumni to recruit well-qualified young men and
women for our University.

Butbeyond the statistical evidence, I have the
very strong belief that the W&L community has
drawn closer together in recent years. I have seen
evidence of this in such programs as our spring
alumni reunion weekend, the Chapter Seminars,
the summer Alumni Colleges, and other programs.
I have been told by alumni how much they enjoy
returning to campus, and I have seen those emo-
tions shared between alumni and the University’s

faculty and staff. Justas participation in these programs
has grown over the years, so too have the feelings of
community and camaraderie that our alumni have
shown toward themselves and toward W&L.

While I have witnessed a growing sense of ob-
ligation and commitment to the University among
our alumni, we should not let ourselves become
complacent to the point of believing that we have
done enough. There are indications that we are not
doing all that can be done. For example, only 37
percent of our alumni body contributes to the Annual
Fund each year. We simply must do better. Our
“On the Shoulders of Giants” capital campaign
now exceeds $60 million in gifts and pledges to-
ward the goal of $127 million, but we have a long
way to go yet. I believe that the greater Washing-
tonand Lee family will continue to pull together to see
to it that we reach our goal. Indeed, we must if we
are to ensure W&L'’s future into the 21st century.

Finally, I am pleased to inform you that the
strong W&L tradition of leadership and service will
be fully evident in next year’s Alumni Board, espe-
cially in its new officers. The president for 1992-93
will be Waller T. Dudley, ’74, *79L, while Charles
T. McCord, 63, will serve as vice president. Both
individuals have fine records of service to W&L,
and I am confident that under their leadership, the
W&L Alumni Association will aspire to new and
meaningful goals in support of our alma mater.

It has been an honor to serve Washington and
Lee as president of the Alumni Association. [ urge
each and every member of the alumni body to find
ways to contribute to the well-being of Washing-
ton and Lee.

Sincerely,
J. Richard O’Connell, ’56
President, W&L. Alumni Association
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An Ugly, Rainy, Beautiful, Great Day

Undergraduate Commencement got rained on, but spirits weren’t dampened in the least as the
University celebrated the compelling legacy of the Class of 1992.

‘...NoOrdinary Moments’

Seven WEL seniors reflect on the Washington and Lee experience—what it’s been like these last four
years and what it’s meant to them.

A Fitting Tribute
Lewis F. Powell Jr., °29, '31L, was celebrated in an understated yet powerful way at the April
symposium and dedication ceremony for the Powell Archives at Lewis Hall.

Remember When: The Day of the Armadillo

Ten years ago, W&L made a little piece of lacrosse history thanks to a curious beast known as the
Armadillo.
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A progress report for On the Shoulders of Giants.

Five Guys Named Moe...and one named Larry

Larry Wynn, 34, has been at the right place at the right time almost all his life; that’s what got him
1o W&L back in 1933, and that’s what’s got him on Broadway now.

The Generals’ Report

ESPN has a thing called “Championship Week” in early March; WEL'’s spring sports teams have
something similar in late April.
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Hallof Fame 52
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On the cover:
Basking in the afterglow of rockets’ red glare (otherwise known as fireworks from
Reunion Weekend), Old George stands tall once again atop Washington Hall. The
new Old George is a bronze cast (painted white) made from the original that was
painstakingly restored by Branko Medenica. The restoration was funded through gifts
[from the Class of 1940.

Correction: The cover photo in the Spring magazine was taken by Scott
Ferrell, '87. The Alumni Magazine regrets this omission.
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What about the women?

EDITOR:

I certainly applaud the efforts of the
administration and the University com-
munity for their dedication to the frater-
nity renaissance project (“AChange From
Within,” Winter 1991); it has been very
encouraging to read about both the physi-
cal and mental rebuilding of Washington
and Lee’s well-established fraternity sys-
tem. The University’s commitment to its
student body is evidenced by this great
undertaking. Such an important part of
the tradition of Washington and Lee de-
serves the attention, time and money
which have been given to this program.

However, | am troubled by the lack
of attention given to the developing
women’s fraternities at Washington and
Lee by theadministration and the alumni
magazine. As a charter member of the
Zeta lota chapter of the Kappa Alpha
Theta, I am always looking for news of the
growth of the chapter and the successful
integration of the women’s fraternities
into the existing Greek system.

I am aware that an overwhelming
majority of Washingtonand Leealumniis
male and have a great interest in the
renewal and growth of the established
fraternity system. Nevertheless, with the
advent of coeducation, female alumni will
comprise an ever-increasing portion of
the alumni population, and it is to these
alumni that Washington and Lee should
now turn, address, and recognize.

Particularly, there is the problem of
“coming home.” Despite the wonderful
memories and friends that female alumni
may have at the fraternities at W&L, they
are still without a lodge or house to call
their own and return to for Reunion or
Homecoming Weekends. Although I rec-
ognize that this is primarily due to the
individual chapter’s decisions and the re-
cent colonization of women’s fraternities
at Washington and Lee, I feel itis time for
the administration and alumni of W&L to
address this issue and recognize the grow-

ing importance of the female Greek stu-
dents. Hopefully, female Greek students
and alumni will become as important to
the future tradition of Washington and
Lee as the male Greek students and
alumni have been in the past.

Rebecca Brandt, '90
Haddonfield, N.]J.

+
Not much Glee

EDITOR:

A tradition died at Washington and
Lee this spring, and we fear that its pass-
ing is final and irrevocable. Therefore, we
are writing to give the Washington and
Lee Men’s Glee Club a proper obituary.

It is necessary to start off by noting
our admiration for, and our loyalty to, Dr.
Gordon Spice, head of the music depart-
ment. We do not intend our remarks to be
an attack that calls into question his pro-
fessional capabilities or his personal at-
tributes; we consider him a good friend
and an outstanding instructor. However,
we do strongly disagree with his decision
todisband the Glee Club. We understand
that this year’s Glee Club perhaps, at
times, did not produce the same quality of
music that has become the group’s trade-
mark. Neither of us wants to see the Glee
Club become a mediocre group, but we
are disturbed by what we perceive as nary
a struggle to preserve what was, only two
years ago, a vibrant and talented singing
group. Maybe the group needed a bit of
surgery, but it didn’t need to be killed.

The firstexplanation for the disband-
ing of the Glee Club is that the music
department didn’t have the necessary re-
sources to adequately support its myriad
singing groups. If this is true, then we
think that some of the blame should be
directed toward Washington Hall. This
grave error might have been avoided with
the hiring of, at the very least, a part-time
musical instructor. A case in point: during
the 1989-90 school year, Dr. Spice was




doing his best impersonation of Super-
man. Besides fulfilling his duties as head
of the music department, he was conduct-
ing both the Glee Club and the Univer-
sity Chorus, advising the musical group
Southern Comfort, and keeping a watch-
ful eve on the development of the
Women’s Chorus. The department’s re-
sources were quite strained.

However, if the current budgetary
reality is that the music department
couldn’tadequately supportallitssinging
groups, then the Glee Club should have
been the last group put before the firing
squad. After decades of producing good
music and representing Washington and
Lee as it toured the East Coast, we think
the Glee Club deserved special consider-
ation. Was the solution the cancellation of
the Glee Club, the oldest singing group
on campus and the creation of another
mixed singing ensemble? Couldn’t the
Glee Club and the University Chorus be
the two main groups on campus?

The second explanation for the de-
mise of the Glee Club is that they were no
longer getting students who were inter-
ested in singing in an all-male group. If
this is true, then we note that this does not
reflect any personal agenda by Dr. Spice.
He is passionate about the sound of an all-
male group, and he enjoyed his time with
the Glee Club. However, we do think the
demise of the Glee Club can be attributed
to the decision to make the University
Chorus the premiere singing group on
campus. A decision was made that the
University Chorus would become the
touring chorus at Washington and Lee,
and that it would represent our school
abroad and in its own series of concerts.

Therefore, an effort was made to
attract the best talent to this group. The
Glee Club became the odd man out, and
we believe that the available male singers
received the impression that the Glee
Club was no longer a unique organization
that represented our University.

Some have suggested that the deci-
sion to emphasize a mixed singing group,
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which directly contributed to the death of
the Glee Club, was a function of coeduca-
tion. We disagree. We are both avid sup-
porters of coeducation at Washington and
Lee, but we do think some traditions of
the “old” Washington and Lee have a
rightful place in University life. The Glee
Club was one of those traditions. Coedu-
cation didn’t bring about the destruction
of fraternities, but instead the University
made a concerted effort to save them via
Fraternity Renaissance. If our University
could spend millions and millions of dol-
lars to preserve one unique aspect of the
“old” Washington and Lee, then couldn’t
the administration have allotted funds for
an additional faculty member in the music
department? And couldn’t Washington
and Lee have allowed the Glee Club its
earned and deserved spotas a representa-
tive for our school? Not only was the group
a wonderful ambassador to other schools
via our touring, but countless lifelong
friendships were spawned during prac-
tices, tours, and joint concerts with other
schools.

The Glee Club is gone. We fear that
no amount of alumni outrage and protest
will result in a Lazarus-like miracle.
Therefore, in closing, we urge the music
department to cease their alumni Glee
Club concerts. During our four years at
Washingtonand Lee, we were involved in
those concerts and enjoyed them im-
mensely. However, we feel thatthealumni
concerts served primarily to link the past
members of the Glee Club with the cur-
rent Glee Club that was alive and well.
Since the students and faculty at Wash-
ington and Lee have decided that the
Glee Club no longer has a place at our
institution, then let the group rest in peace.
If this year the alumni Glee Club does
perform, then please bill it as the final
concert of the organization. The group at
least deservesa properand public funeral.

R. Scott Bell, 91
Todd C. Peppers, "90
Charlottesville, Va.

EDITOR:

I read with interest the opinion of
Messrs. Peppers and Bell /NOTE: Their
letter also appearedin'The Ring-tum Phin
May.] concerning the University’s deci-
sion to terminate the existence of the
Glee Club. As an alumnus and former
president of the Glee Club (1984), I feel
compelled to add my voice to the ca-
cophony on this subject.

I understand and share, to some de-
gree, the emotionand nostalgia which the
prospect of the end of the Glee Club
creates. However, while I agree in prin-
ciple that we should preserve the past for
the future when it is possible to do so, |
respectfully disagree with these gentle-
men on this issue.

The decision to bring coeducation to
WE&L (which I supported and continue to
support) necessarily decreased the num-
ber of male students at the University.
This has made it increasingly difficult to
provide the number of voices necessary
to sustain an all-male chorus. In addition,
I think it is only proper that the Univer-
sity Chorus of mixed voices should be-
come the “premiere singing group on
campus” (to use the words of Messrs.
Peppers and Bell). It would be grossly
unfair to render roughly one-half of the
student body (i.e., sopranos and altos)
ineligible to sing with the “premiere
group,” which would be the effect of
maintaining the Glee Club in that posi-
tion.

I have not spoken with Dr. Spice in
any detail on thissubject, soI donotknow
the chain of events which led to this
decision. I do know that he alone is re-
sponsible for the degee of musical excel-
lence which the Glee Club achieved, and
Iam sure that this decision could not have
beenan easy one for him. I trustimplicitly
both his judgment and his ability to see
past his feelings to make a decision which
is best for W&L’s musical program.

Regarding the author’s suggestion
that the end of the Glee Club is the
equivalent of the end of male chorus
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music at W&L, I feel sure that the tenors
and basses in the University Chorus will
have voices of sufficient quality to keep
pieces like Biebl’s “Ave Maria” and
“Shenandoah” in the musical repetoire. [
am confident that the University will not
jettison all-male (or all-female, for that
matter) choral selections merely because
the single-sex chorus no longer exists.

In closing, I concur that we can ex-
pectno “Lazarus-like” resurrection of the
Glee Club. Inmyexperience, good things
eventually end and, if one is lucky, better
things take their places. I am confident
that from the ashes of the W&L Glee
Club will rise the University Chorus, a
musical phoenix unlike anything the
University has ever heard.

Powell M. Leitch I1I, '84, '87L.
Roanoke, Va.

+
Losses of another kind
EDITOR:

Having just returned from Reunion
Weekend, I am left with many good
memories. All of the hard work of the
University staff paid off, and it is much
appreciated. I can think of only one over-
sight,and I would like to use this forum to
say something about it.

There were classmates who could
not attend by choice, but there were also
classmates who had no choice of attend-
ing due to their untimely deaths. I have
become keenly aware of and anguished
over the W&L men who have already
succumbed to AIDS. I do not wish to
single out any particular group, for the
loss of any loved one, friend, colleague, or
companion is difficult enough, but I do
want to call attention to this tragedy that
has been visited upon us.

At the reunion we had the opportu-
nity torememberalumni who had died in
World War II and the 18 who died in the
Vietnam War, but we forgot those who
have faced this plague in their own per-
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sonal way and lost. I would like us to take
note of those who have died from AIDS,
for this is a tragedy of wasted lives and of
talented men (and soon enough, talented
women) who will neveragain write or turn
a phrase that can capture our imagination,
nor heal someone ill or save a life, nor
create a service, a work of art, a business.
Iimagine the Lee Chapel bell ringing out
for each W&L man who has left us be-
cause of AIDS, and I would hope that the
waningof each tone evokes our griefatthe
unbearable loss already in our midst.

Bob Carrere, '72
Hempstead, N.Y.

+
Looking at ‘elite’

EDITOR:

Those of us in the W&L community
who care aboutthe truth owe John Zink an
expression of gratitude for his articulate
letter appearing in the last issue (WE&L,
Spring 1992)—no matter what our opin-
ion of fraternities may be.

I don’t believe I have ever read any-
where such a bold and eloquent state-
ment of what fraternities are ultimately
and essentiallyallabout. Indeed, itappears
Mr. Zink has let the proverbial genie out
of the bottle of obfuscation in which it
usually hides!

What fraternities are all about, of
course, is social privilege—the affirmation
of it, the support of it, and the increase of
it. Mr. Zink acknowledges this obvious
fact by referring to the fraternity system as
one “by and for those who have been
born, bred, and educated to lead and con-
trol” the greater system of which it is a
reflection. He is correct in noting, as well,
that the fraternity system is private, for
members only, and exclusive.

When Mr. Zink extends his observa-
tions beyond fraternities to comment on
American society at large, however, I be-
lieve his admiration for fraternities leads
him to err in his analysis of our current

social ills and the appropriate remedy for
those ills. He hearkens back to a time 3(
years or more past when an “elite group
acting through its members for their own
ends” produced general “societal good.”

Because the elite group to which Mr,
Zink refers acts and has always acted for
itsown good only, whatever general social
benefits may occasionally accrue from its
actions are coincidental only. Anyone
who has any doubts about this need only
ask anyone of the millions of individual
Americans Mr. Zink’s definition would
permanently exclude from the elite and,
thereby, from full participation in the
American system.

Like Mr. Zink, | bemoan the fact that
elitism has become a “dirty word” in our
society generally. I, too, am in favor of
promoting and nurturing elite groups.
However, I hearken back to two old tradi-
tions quite different from and typically in
conflict with the fraternal in looking for
terms with which to define such elites:
our Judeo-Christian religious heritage and
the political and social principles charac-
teristic of constitutional democracy.

Fundamental to the religious tradi-
tion in which our nation was founded is
the concept of service. According to this
tradition, God is the only real master and
we are all of us God’s servants born to
obey divine law and to serve our fellow
humankind for the love of God. Constitu-
tional democracy owes its relative success
as a means of government largely to the
fact that the principles of constitutional
democracy in effect support and promote
this religious tradition. By creating a soci-
ety in which all citizens have (theoreti-
cally, at least) equal rights under law,
Franklin, Adams, Washington, Jefferson,
and the other giants, from whose minds
and hearts this nation sprung, made pos-
sible the practical, temporal conditions in
which the Judeo-Christian religious heri-
tage could be implemented.

I submit that the social problems of
the last 30 years or so cited by Mr. Zink are
the result not of an egalitarian movement,




but, rather, ofa general social loss of belief
in our religious heritage and of respect for
constitutional law. The vacuum resulting
from this loss has become a wide-open
playground forspecial-interestgroups (and
therapists!) of all stripes. Notions of per-
sonal virtue and merit, of excellence in
work. of social responsibility have given
way before the force of the self-centered,
self-aggrandizing consumer who sees
politics merely as the tool used toget what
he orshe wants. In effect, inaworld where
technology has become god, everyone
wants to be an elite, just the kind of
privileged elite of one kind oranother Mr.
Zink describes and eulogizes.

That such elitist attitudes are reac-
tionary and unmindful of the future seems
obvious to me. Left to its own devices,
W& s fraternity system would have self-
destructed sooner rather than later. The
University’s decision to invest valuable
resources in an attempt to preserve a so-
cial system based on exclusivity and
privilege means only thata future genera-
tion will preside over the demise of that
system. Similarly, allowed to play itself
out on the national level, the elitist attitude
supportive of the fraternity system leads
inevitably to the burning of Los Angeles.

Like it or not guys, America is a
relatively open society. This is one of the
reasons so much of the world has for 200
years risked death to become a part of our
society. George Washington and most of
the other founding fathers would have
wanted itno other way. The elitists, those
who would be king, tended to remain
ensconced in the comfort and security of
the Old World.

An open society in which all citizens
have equal rights under law, however, is
not the same as a society in which all are
equal. Both ourreligious heritage and our
Constitution recognize this fact, though,
as Mr. Zink suggests in his letter, many in
contemporary America attempt to ignore
reality in this regard. It takes courage in
today’s politically-charged social climate
to point out that we are not all equally
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equipped to become a judge, a brain sur-
geon,an economist, a physicist,anovelist,
an opera singer, or a professional basket-
ball player—no matter how much edu-
cation or training we may receive. Our
talents differ in kind and in degree.

So much seems obvious. That so
many in oursociety today refuse tosee the
obvious may have something to do with
the fact that for so long those who have
had the power to implement the ideals of
our religious and political traditions have
failed to exercise their responsibility. To
resort to the world of athletics for an
analogy, all too often our leaders in gov-
ernment and business have chosen 7oz to
maintain a level playing field, but, in-
stead, to secure their own positions on the
team. The current cynicism of the Ameri-
can electorate is simply one obvious
symptom of this debilitating condition.

I do not believe, in short, that a revi-
talized fraternity system is any kind of
cure for our social ills. Rather, we need a
revitalized sense of moral and social re-
sponsibility. We need to hear vigorously
spoken again 7z public that from those to
whom much has been given, much is
expected. (And the argument that one
worked for what one has doesn’t excuse
one from moral and social responsibility;
the man who picks up my garbage twice a
week also works for his living.) The W&L
I know is well-equipped to inculcate this
lesson. As long as the University contin-
ues to strive to foster in students a respect
for truth and a sense of our social interde-
pendence, I suppose it doesn’t matter too
much if the parties at the frat houses geta
little rowdy now and then.

Len Blanchard, '69
Key West, Fla.

+
The CRC’s “absurdity’

EDITOR:

The recently proposed “Principle of
Civility and Decency,” developed by the

Confidential Review Committee , and
mentioned in your last issue (WE&L,
Spring 1992), was an abomination of po-
litical correctness and was shameful in
its attempt to trample free speech and
constitutional rights of the W&L com-
munity. The proposal, coming after a self-
review of obviously dubious value and in-
tent, was high in hypersensitivity of spe-
cial interest groups and appears to have
been a brazen attempt by a group with an
extreme agenda to use a university board
of questionable necessity for its own in-
tents at the expense of the truths and
values which are at the core of the univer-
sity system, and the traditional role of a
liberal arts institution.

I would like to praise the W&L fac-
ulty for its recent rejection of this purely
political proposal. They should be com-
mended for recognizing the “Principle”
for what it was: an absurdity which if
passed, could only have brought ridicule
and condemnation upon our beloved
college, from within and without. Soon, |
hope, the CRC will be disbanded perma-
nently.

Once more, hats off to the faculty.

John R. Maass, '87
Glen Allen, Va.

NOTE: See CRC story in Gazette, p. 28

The Alumni Magazine of Washington and
Lee welcomes letters from its readers. All letters
should be typed and include the author’s name,
address, and daytime telephone number. All
letters will be subject to editing for length, con-
tent, and style. Writers are strongly encouraged
10 limit their letters to two pages in length. The
editor reserves the right to determine which
letters received will be published.

Correspondence should be sent to

UNIVERSITY EDITOR
Publications Office
Hill House
Washington and Lee University
Lexington, VA 24450
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AN UcLry, RAINY, BEAUTIFUL,
GREAT DAy
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Ugl_))o Rainy, muddy, sloppy, soaking, cramped,

stuffy, steamy, sweaty, miserable. That is what Gradua-
tion Day 1992, held in the non-air-conditioned Warner

Center on a wet and stormy June morning, was like.

But only at Washington and Lee
could a day so seemingly reprehensible
turn out to be so beautiful.

Forced inside for the first time
since 1976, W&L’s 1992
graduates might have had
their caps and gowns damp-
ened by the constant showers
outside the Warner Center,
but their spirits weren'’t
dampened in any regard,
given the celebratory war
whoops, the tossed caps, and
the occasional champagne
corks ricocheting around the
gymnasium confines during
the commencement exer-
cises. (True enough, the
ceremonies could have
taken place in the spacious
and climate-controlled
confines across town at
VMI’s Cameron Hall, but
W&L students voiced their
displeasure at holding their
graduation anywhere other
than on W&L grounds. So
some 3,000 people shoe-
horned themselves into the

by Mike Stachura

The 375 undergraduate degree
recipients may not have had great
weather for their final day as W&L
seniors, but they will take with them
many great memories. They have seen
much in their time in Lexington, and
they have accomplished much, too: the
manifestation of the ideals of the
Fraternity Renaissance Program...the
establishment of a thriving sorority
system...the completion of the Lenfest

Warner Center, where
temperatures inside topped
the 80-degree mark.)

Rain and sauna-like

conditions notwithstanding, it still was,
as President John D. Wilson reminded
the crowd of graduates, friends, and

parents, “a great day.”

There was barely breathing room, let alone standing room, as 3,000 peo-
ple packed the Warner Center for Commencement exercises. Page 7:
Doug Lefevre receives congratulations at rainy ROTC commissioning
ceremony.

Center...the dreaded Lexington car tax.
As Wilson reminded the graduates
in his opening words, “You leave
countless examples of selfless acts !



meant to advance your University,
whether performed in the classroom or
on the playing field, or in the E.C.
room or along the Colonnade. We are
most grateful to you for helping to raise
still higher the standards and expecta-
tions of Washington and Lee.” It was
what the president later called the
class’s “compelling legacy.”

In his commencement remarks,
Hamilton Earle “Bo” Russell III of
Greenville, S.C., vice president of the
Executive Committee, spoke to the
compelling legacy of not only his class,
but his university, as well. He brought
to mind the interesting characters, unfor-
gettable places, and magical events that
made the past four years more than
four ordinary years for him and his class-
mates. These were the kinds of things
that led Marshall Jarrett, professor of
history , to remark to Russell and his
classmates in a freshman history class
once that Washington and Lee is
“Utopia U.” These college experiences

havc been the experiences of a life-
time, Russell said.

“Before I got here, my dad told me
that I would make my best friends in
college,” he said. “Well, looking out
today I can tell you that that is in fact

the case. There is a sense of closeness
here. All of the names and faces of the
students are familiar. Even those
classmates that you do not see on a
daily basis you are acquainted with and
feel that you can carry on a conversa-
tion with them at any time. Just think
of walking on the Colonnade between
classes or how wonderful it is to be able
to go to a basketball or lacrosse game
where you are friends with just about
every player on the team or how the
starting quarterback on the football
team is also a member of your Roman-
tic Poetry class.

“....The fact is that we do not
simply leave this school today. The
friendships that we have made here
and the experiences that we have had
are too powerful to allow that.”

ommencement is a time for
Temembering and Wilson told the graduates of his memories of

this class as freshman and the promises he had made to their parents on that first

parents weekend in the fall of 1988.

The promise was of a strong place
to learn with strong people to guide
that process, “a decent community
and...a class of fine young people...people
worth knowing, people worth being
with; people you could learn from,
people who would help out if and
when a little help was needed.”

The president assured the gradu-
ates that the promise had been re-
deemed in full. He counseled them to
take these qualities that make Wash-
ington and Lee a strong place out into
the world with them.

“Start small, start at home, apply
what you learned here: discipline, hard
work, honesty, pride and self-confi-
dence, a caring regard for others,” he
said. “Personal values of this sort are
infectious. Practice them quietly, unos-
tentatiously without self-celebration.
You will find your corner of the world
improved, and you will have found a
disciple or two along the way.”

Wilson left the graduates with one
final charge at commencement: to live

their lives well.

“Repay your parents and teachers
in the only way you possibly can,” he
said, “by living good and successful
lives and by helping, in turn, your own
children to start out well, along the path
of achievement and goodness. That is
the best way to thank your parents for
what they have given you—to show
them that, indeed, you do understand
one of life’s greatest paradoxes: that
true happiness comes to those who care
first about others and not themselves,
who learn to give deeply in love or
compassion, who can reach out beyond
themselves to make something good
and helpful happen.”

R

As is customary, Washington and
Lee conferred its honorary degrees at
the undergraduate commencement
exercises and three outstanding leaders
were honored with honorary doctorates:
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U.S. Congressman Jim Olin, musician
and conductor Victoria Bond, and edu-
cator Paula Brownlee.

Olin, who will retire from his
Congressional seat this year after 10
years of service, is a retired vice presi-
dent and general manager for the
General Electric Corp., who has served
Lexington, southwest Virginia, and the
nation in his years in Congress. Olin
was with General Electric for 35 years
before beginning his career as a public
servant at the age of 62. He has served
on the House Agriculture and Small
Business committees and chaired the
House subcommittee on the Environ-
ment and Employment.

Olin received the degree of Doctor
of Laws.

Bond, music director and conduc-
tor of the Roanoke Symphony Orches-
tra and artistic director and conductor of
Opera Roanoke, is an honored musi-
cian and conductor, having been the
first woman to earn a doctorate in con-
ducting from The Juilliard School. She
was the first woman to be appointed an
Exxon/Arts Endowment Conductor
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with a major orchestra, the Pittsburgh
Symphony. She has appeared as a
guest conductor with leading orchestras
through the U.S. and Europe. Since
assuming her role with the Roanoke
Symphony in 1986, Bond has guided
the group from a part-time infrequent
act to a professional orchestra with a

$1 million budget.

Bond received the degree of Doc-
tor of Fine Arts.

Brownlee, former longtime presi-
dent of Hollins College, is the current
president of the Association of Ameri-
can Colleges. In her new post, she
heads the only national organization
whose mission is to strengthen under-
graduate liberal education. She earned
her bachelor’s, master’s, and doctorate
degrees in chemistry from Oxford Uni-
versity. She taught at both the Univer-
sity of Bridgeport and Rutgers Univer-
sity, and later served as associate dean
and acting dean at Douglas College of
Rutgers, dean of the faculty at Union
College, and then president of Hollins,
where she was celebrated as “one of
the 100 most effective presidents in
higher education.”

Brownlee received
the degree of Doctor of
Letters.

Also recognized
during the ceremony
were several members of
the class of 1992.
Thomas D. Knight of
LaGrange, Ga., was
named valedictorian. He
finished his studies with
a grade-point average of
4.267 on a 4.330 scale,
the highest ever attained
by a W&L undergradu-
ate. He majored in Ameri-
can history and classics,
was a member and presi-
dent of the national ser-
vice organization Alpha
Phi Omega, and was
elected to Phi Beta
Kappa.

Sarah E. Briggs of
Maryville, Tenn., and
John Thomas “Trey”
Cox III of Shreveport,
La., received the Alger-

non Sydney Sullivan Medallion,
awarded by the W&L faculty to the
graduating seniors “who excel in high
ideals of living in spiritual qualities,
and in generous and disinterested
service to others.”

Briggs was a University Scholar,
served as business manager and a
member of Jubil.ee, and also was a
peer counselor. Cox, a four-year
letterman and captain of the football
team, was vice president of the senior
class, secretary of the Student Conduct
Committee, and state chairman of the
Louisiana delegation at the Mock Con-
vention. He was a member of ODK
and Phi Beta Kappa.

BACCALAUREATE

The day before commencement
exercises was a much different occasion
weather-wise, with brilliant sunshine
darting in and out of tufts of clouds and
a gentle breeze stirring the leaves of
the majestic trees on the Front Lawn.
But the emotions of the day were just

as grand as the next day’s would be.

The Rev. Randall L. Prior, ’67,
father of graduating senior Christopher
Prior, used the science of chaos theory
to tell his son and his classmates that
each of them are connected with each
other and their world and they must
work together to strengthen it and keep
it whole.

Prior, the rector of St. Andrew’s
Episcopal Church in Burke, Va., began
by recognizing the importance of the
baccalaureate remarks, something he
had experienced 25 years earlier at his
graduation from W&L.

“Honestly, I don’t remember much
about what was said that day, and you
may likely not have this address em-
blazoned on your memory years from
now,” he said.

But Prior’s message may have
struck a deeper chord, especially
among an audience where a sense of
volunteerism seems to be taking root.
He urged the graduates to exercise
their freedom to act, but only to do so




with an awareness of their relationship
to others.

“Need the self-centered ways of
recent decades continue to govern our
outlook, our purpose, and how we go
about addressing the crucial issues of
our day,” Prior asked. “An ethic of my
needs first, whatever the cost, won’t go
forever unchallenged. In fact, I suspect
today in Rio de Janeiro [the site of the
Earth Summit] it is being challenged.

“....Isn’t it truly time to think glo-
bally and to see our needs and those of
others in a spirit of mutuality and
concern.”

As Prior explained it, the overlap-
ping and interconnectedness in nature
uncovered by chaos theory applies just
as well to our lives. Our physical world
is shaped by many and various small
events, and so, too, should our mental,
spiritual, and psychological worlds.

“Freedom and interconnectedness
form the paradox of human life in
nature,” Prior said. “Our relationships
moderate our freedom and maintain
some sense of order in life. At the
same time, freedom makes possible
€ver new variations in relationship.
We, like nature, are simultaneously
free and bound.

“....From ecologists, from family
Systems theorists, from astrophysicists,
the messages are similar: We are con-
nected, we are interdependent, we are
not so free as we would like to believe,
and we are more powerful to effect
change than we imagine.”

[.AwW SCHOOL
(GRADUATION

For the first time since 1989,
commencement exercises for the
School of Law were blessed with fair
weather, and beneath blue skies, the
121 W&L law graduates received their
traditional canes, their diplomas, and
some final instructions from Randall P.
Bezanson, dean of the School of Law,
and commencement speaker Anthony
Lewis, Supreme Court reporter, New
York Times columnist, and Pulitzer

Prize-winner.

Gathered on the Front Lawn with
a peaceful breeze rustling through the
trees, the graduates were reminded of a
sad fact on what for many would be
their last day in Lexington: “The
world,” he said, perhaps only half in
jest, “is not likely to be as pleasant as
Washington and Lee.”

The long-time observer of the
American scene listed the litany of
problems facing the nation and,
especially, the nation’s recent gradu-
ates. He framed his comments in the
context of the problems of race that still
exist in America, what he called “the

Page 8: Baccalaureate dawned with bright skies and
smiling faces, while (page 9) law graduates similarly
had much to smile about and much to reflect upon
after Anthony Lewis’s words on their graduation day.

casual humiliations that affect innocent
men and women in this country every
day.”

The problems, he said, are for-
midable, and the solutions will have to
be found by the graduates of today. But
Lewis had hope for the graduates and
hope for the country, as well.

“America is an extraordinarily re-
silient nation,” he said. That hope is
founded in a faith in the law, said Lewis.

“If we of the past generation could
ask one thing of you, it would be to
care,” he said. “I think it is especially
right to ask this of lawyers. In my ex-
perience, the law can represent the best
in America. I hope each of you will
believe in a continuing obligation to
the community.”

Lewis’s words echoed those of
Bezanson, who commented on the
need for today’s lawyers to work for
constructive, thoughtful change.

“I believe the legal system is our
principal instrument of change, and
that lawyers are the principal architects
of that change,” he said. “Change is
part and parcel of the social progress. If
we have done our job well here, we
have prepared you for a life of change.”

During the commencement cere-
mony, Betsy E. Dulin of South Charles-
ton, W.Va,, received the John W. Davis
Prize for the highest cumulative grade-
point average.
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ORDINARY MOMENTS’

SEVEN SENIORS REFLECT ON
WASHINGTON AND LEE

C ommencement is a time of reflection and celebration, a time for cataloging the college
experience, its highlights, its failures, its essence. No writer can completely touch these emotions
unless these emotions, these memories are his or her own.

Thus, it is in that light that the following essays are presented. Written by seven graduating
seniors, these short pieces represent the compelling legacy of the Class of 1992 that President Wilson
spoke of in his commencement address. The writers are no more—nor less—
extraordinary than any of their classmates, and as such they serve as a standard by

which this class of W&L graduates can be judged.

AMY BEALL

I remember the day as if it were
yesterday. I was in Cape Hatteras
during the summer of "84 and was
lucky enough to come across a copy of
The Washington Post. Finally, I found
the announcement that the Board of
Trustees of Washington and Lee
University had voted in favor of
coeducation. It was one of the happiest
days of my life. My father had been
dragging me to the campus even before
I could walk, and, of course, I fell in
love with the institution. My dreams
(and my father’s) have come true and
what a great tenure | have had at
Washington and Lee. I decided to
pursue journalism, and I immediately
fell in love with the radio and television
aspects of the field and decided to
major in broadcast journalism. I
definitely felt at home in Reid Hall. 1
remember when a friend of mine who
attends Virginia Tech came to pick me
up for Christmas break. I told her |
needed to stop by the J-School to say
Merry Christmas to my professors.
Professor MacDonald gave me a big
hug and my friend could not believe it.

She barely knows the
professors in her
department.

One event that |
enjoyed and will re-
member the most was
Mock Convention. At
the last minute, I de-
cided to help Professor
de Maria with the media
coverage. While most
of my friends were
having a good time, |
was running around
either being an anchor, a reporter, or a
camera person. What an experience! |
got a natural high from covering the
event and all of my doubts about what
to pursue in the future quickly dimin-
ished. It was also on that weekend that
I received one of the biggest com-
pliments ever. It happened when I was
running around on the floor trying to
find people to interview. I decided to
interview professors [William] Connelly
and [Mark] Rush of the politics depart-
ment. | explained my intent and then
one of them asked which station I was
representing. I looked at them and
said, “I am a senior at Washington and




Lee.” Even though they don’t know i,
that meant the world to me. It was on
that weekend that I realized that my
experience at W&L has given me the
knowledge and determination to pursue
a career in journalism. Now all I need is
a chance to prove it. D

AMY BEALL of Martinsburg, Va., worked
Jor both Cable Channel Nine and WLUR,

where she was news director. She also served
as a resident assistant in Gaines Dormitory.

ARMANDO BENINCASA

Trying to reflect on four years of
anyone’s life is a difficult task. Trying to
focus on four years at Washington and
Lee is nearly impossible. Events
occurred over these four years that
?hapcd every student’s life. It was a
tme of change and learning. It was a
time when we students learned not just

the importance of grades and educa-
tion, but how to get along with the
people around us.

The Class of 1992 has been
witness to some disturbing events in
the past four years. The death of
Ashley Scarborough by a hit-and-run
driver during my freshman year had a
severe impact on me and my feelings
about the school. For months Wash-
ington and Lee was adrift after learning
that one of her own was responsible for
this tragedy, and even more disturbing
was the belief that others had not
volunteered information about the
events of that night on the corner of
Estill and Washington. We would be
better off to remember that while we
have an honor system, not everyone
abides by it or acts honorably.

We have many problems and a
long way to go before we reach a full
understanding of who we are and what
kind of world it is that we want to live
in. Washington and Lee has shown me
that it has the concern and the heart to
overcome these obstacles. In moments
of anguish, this community of students,
faculty, administration, and employees
pulls together. We learn from our own
mistakes, which is why I leave Wash-
ington and Lee proud. Its traditions, its
honor system, and its community of
faculty and students represent the best
parts of this nation. The students, for
the most part, live together in harmony
and have a special concern for each
other and the community around us.
We perform community service, and
we do our best to improve our school,
not because we have to, but because it
makes us feel good, because we can
make a difference.

I am proud of this place as I leave
it. The students have overcome a lot in
recent years, but an example of per-
severance has been set. I will miss the
friendly faces and the good times at this
school. Washington and Lee is an ex-
ample of the college spirit. Itis a place
where ingenuity is rewarded and a

ARMANDO BENINCASA of Lexington,
Va., was elected to ODK and Phi Beta
Kappa. He is editor of the student publica-
tion Traveller and served as president of
the Young Democrats.

good idea does not go to waste. Itisa
place where all things, good and bad,
are remembered. D

LAURA PILACHOWSKI

Although I was so happy to be
asked to contribute reflections on my
W&L experience to the alumni maga-
zine, I put off sitting down to write as
long as I possibly could. Itis not easy
to contemplate the last four years be-
cause this means confronting the fact
that they are coming to an end. My
years at W&L have been the best time
of my life, and I could never give back
to this university all that it has given
me.

The education I received at
Washington and Lee came from my
experiences both inside and outside
the classroom. An important advantage
to attending a small university is the
opportunity students have to interact
closely with the faculty. Several of my
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LAURA PILACHOWSKI of Baltimore served as president of the student leadership
organization Kathekon during her senior year, and served on the Mock Convention steering
committee. She was elected to ODK her senior year.

professors at W&L have taken an
interest in my life beyond the class-
room. They have become much more
than professors or advisers; they are
true friends.

Speaking of friendship, being a
member of Kappa Kappa Gamma has
been a wonderful experience. It has
enabled me to spend time with “just
the girls” and to make friends in other
classes. I also enjoyed working with
the Student Recruitment Committee
because it gave me the opportunity to
tell prospective students about why
W&L is such a special place. My two
years in Kathekon include some of the
greatest times | have had at W&L.
Homecoming and Reunion Weekends
and the many other activities Kathekon
is involved with have shown me that in
addition to having an outstanding stu-
dent body, W&L has the most enthusi-
astic and supportive alumni community
a school could ask for. The alumni I
have met or spoken with on the phone
have made me realize that the W&L
experience does not have to end at
graduation.

The greatest extracurricular ex-
perience I have had at W&L was being
a member of the steering committee for
the Mock Convention. Helping to make
this event a success was the most ex-
citing thing I have ever done.

All these memories are very special
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to me, but nothing can compare to the
friends I have made in the past four
years. T'o my closest friends, my room-
mates from the past three years, I feel
so lucky to have had the chance to live
with you. The best times were spent
drinking champagne together, eating
Sunday brunch at The Palms, laughing
in the living room, and supporting each
other through good and bad times. |
love you all as the sisters I never had.

I will be sad to leave Lexington,
but I know that this is just a new begin-
ning for the Class of '92. Thank you,
Washington and Lee, for four wonder-
ful years and for college friendships
that will last a lifetime. D

BOBBY WEISGERBER

During my last few weeks here, I,
like most seniors, have spent much
time pondering the fine memories |
take from Washington and Lee. Now,
more than ever, I realize and appreciate
the tradition of excellence which has
surrounded and nurtured me over the
last four years. It began with a rigorous
classroom environment that fostered
precise and logical thought as my
professors and fellow students relent-
lessly churned my mind. The liberal

arts experience at Washington and Lee
has humbled me: the more I learn, the
more I realize how little I know.

The same tradition of excellence
prevailed in my co-curricular activities,
On the soccer team, for example, my
teammates pushed me to try a little
harder, to give a little more. Our
favorite mottos and slogans included,
“Pain is temporary, pride is forever.”
and “PTBAG—Proud To Be A
General.” Revealing the true signifi-
cance of being an athlete, the Fellow-
ship of Christian Athletes enhanced my
experience with the soccer program. Of
even greater significance, this group
provided me a consistent dosage of
much-needed and welcomed Christian
worship and fellowship. I am especially
thankful for its committed members,
challenging discussions, and
unwavering devotion to the Lord.

The activity I have enjoyed the
most has been the freshman dorm
counselor program. Serving as a coun-
selor has provided me a unique oppor-
tunity to share my love and enthusiasm
for Washington and Lee with a very
receptive, pleasant, and talented group
of freshmen. Furthermore, I have had
the pleasure of working with Dean [of
Freshmen Dennis] Manning and an
outstanding and diverse staff of coun-
selors. Thank you all for a great year.

BOBBY WEISGERBER of Mount Pleasant, Pa.,
served as Head Dormitory Counselor and was ela
to ODK. He also participated in the Big Brother
program and the Fellowship of Christian Athletes.



In conclusion, although the Univer-
sity as an institution carries .thlS supe-
rior tradition of virtues and |fjgals on
which this excellence rests, it is the '
pcoplc—my fellow students, fraternity
brothers, teammates, and professors—
who have continued to realize the
vision of the two gentlemen for which
our school is named. I can only hope
that I have added as much to the lives
of those around me as they have added

to my life.

JODI HERRING

W&I. has become home to me
over the past four years. Everyone can
read in Newsweek or U.S. News to see
that we have a wonderful school with a
great reputation. When people think of
W&L, they probably first think of the
Honor System, Speaking Tradition, and
many other well-known traditions.
W&L has, however, come to mean
much more than that to me. I've
realized in the last week that the real
beauty of W&L is everything that has
gone virtually unnoticed for four years.
I've driven around the countryside,
walked on the Colonnade, talked to
professors, and hung out with friends
without recognizing how very special

these times are. The

specific people and
events need not even
be listed, because the
deep feelings
associated with them
could not be ex-
pressed. One feeling
that can be ex-
pressed, though, is
the great joy I've
found in sharing this
experience with my
brother, who gradu-
ated in 1989, and my
sister, who was a
freshman this year.
Many friends have
come and gone, but
the family support
has remained
constant. The
education at W&L, in and out of the
.classmnm. is invaluable, and I cannot
Imagine being anywhere else. Some of

e/
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JODI HERRING of Boone, N.C., was selected for ODK and Phi Beta Kappa and
participated in the Big Sister program. She served as an assistant head dorm counselor. In
athletics, she was a captain of the cross country and swimming teams, and was a four-year
All-ODAC swimmer and 1992 ODAC Swimmer of the Year.

the memories will eventually fade;
however, I will always remember the
feeling of peace and security I've felt
here. In my favorite book, 7% Way of
the Peaceful Warrior, Socrates says,
“There are no ordinary moments.” This
statement simply expresses the way |
view the last four years. W&L and the
wonderful people I've gotten to know
here, will forever hold a very special
place in my heart. D

ELISE BRYANT

In elementary school, “College T-
Shirt and Hat Day” sent me and my
classmates digging through our parents’
closets. Among the oranges, reds, and
maroons of the University of Texas,
Texas Tech, and Texas A&M, I always
stood out in the blue and white of my
father’s W&L attire. Now, however, |
wear my own W&L T-shirt, a situation
that was inconceivable during my days
at Dartmouth Elementary 15 years ago.

I spent my freshman year in awe of
the women in the senior class, the first
admitted to W&L. Because of their
drive, I not only wore a W&L shirt, but
also could don a varsity soccer uniform

and a women'’s fraternity member T-
shirt. During my four years here, my
own achievements on the soccer team
and in Kappa Kappa Gamma can only
reflect on the energy of those who
made those accomplishments possible.

The senior women also inspired
me with their work ethic to devote
myself to other academic and extra-
curricular activities. For instance, I had
the unique opportunity to participate in
the planning and execution of the
Mock Convention as both Secretary of
the Convention and a member of the
Executive Board. While the actual
event brought me many sleepless
nights, I never doubted its ultimate
success because of the caliber of my
peers, the support of the faculty and
administration, and the generosity of
alumni and parents. The event illus-
trated two essential facets of W&L’s
own success: the commitment and
energy of its students and the strength
of the W&L community in Lexington
and throughout its a2lumni chapters.

I have participated in and been
witness to great transitions in the Uni-
versity, including Fraternity Renais-
sance, the construction of the Lenfest
Center, and the founding of women’s
fraternities. All of these have served to
strengthen the greatest traditions of
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ELISE BRYANT of Richardson, Texas, served as secretary to the 1992 W&L Mock Democratic Conven-
tion and was on the executive board of its steering committee. She was a three-year letterwinner on the soccer
team and was a co-captain of the team her senior year. She was a University Scholar and was selected to

Phi Beta Kappa and ODK.

W&I—a rich liberal arts education, a
close-knit community, and a breadth of
leadership opportunities outside the
classroom. I have giv<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>