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Scott Ainslie 74, a master of the
Delta-style slide guitar, brought
the blues to Lee Chapel for a
lecture-recital on Nov. 18.
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From the Alumni President

College Friendships

In the Fall issue of the Alumni Magazine, associate
alumni director Rob Mish ’76 wrote a column address-
ing the importance of W&L class unity. As I read the
column, I began to focus on a few fundamental facts
about student life at W&L that I had not clearly
reflected on before.

Class togetherness begins at freshman orientation.
Soon after, students become assimilated into the frater-
nity and sorority social structure and they join athletic
teams, drama and singing groups, and other student
organizations. As a result, class awareness becomes less
prominent over the following three years.

When we become alumni, however, our graduating class re-emerges as the essen-
tial bond on which our continued involvement with the University depends. Yearly,
we express ourselves financially through a class agent system which is essential to the
success of the Annual Fund. Every five years class reunions are held which have
become increasingly more successful in attracting returning alumni to the campus.
But what do we know about each other in those years between reunions or, in many
cases, the years since graduation? Only what we are willing to send voluntarily to the
Class Notes section of the magazine. And, frankly, only a small percentage seem will-
ing to send information.

In order to improve our class communication system and thereby strengthen our
class awareness we are in the process of appointing class chairs who in time will, with
the assistance of W&L’s alumni office, publish occasional newsletters devoted strictly
to news about the various classes. You should find this information enjoyable reading
and we are hoping each of you will contribute something to the process. Many univer-
sities have found this to be a very successful method of keeping alumni constituen-
cies informed and involved.

Another opportunity for each of us to reunite with our classes occurs on Alumni
Weekend held each year in May. This year, on the weekend of May 12-14, reunions
will be held for undergraduate and law classes of 1944, *49, °54, ’59, 64, 69, '74, '79,
’84, and ’89. The University, through its very able staff, produces an excellent series
of events and programs which are enlightening and very enjoyable. And, of course,
the students, through fraternity and sorority activities, provide their share of excite-
ment for those who are strong enough to participate! I urge you to attend a reunion
weekend when your class is honored. I know you will be pleased with the experience.

In summary, please respond when your class agent and class chair communicate,
come to your next class reunion, and give us some news about yourself. Your a/ma
mater will be stronger because of your participation and you will realize how reward-
ing renewing old bonds can be.

Mason T. New ’62
President, W&L. Alumni Association
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Letters

Dean Farrar Remembered

It was with great sadness that |
learned of Jim Farrar Sr.’s heart attack
and then his untimely death. W&L has
lost a great man and I have lost a great
friend. I remember my first visit to
W&L as a high school junior. My dad
and I sat in Jim Farrar’s office and dis-
cussed my application and my reasons
for wanting to attend W&L. I knew
when I left that weekend that I had
found the right college.

Jim Farrar, in a manner of speaking,
opened the door to the rest of my edu-
cational life. Jim Farrar believed in me
and I never forgot that. I came to know
him as a friend as well as his entire fami-
ly. His son Jimmy was a classmate and
fraternity comrade. W&L left an indeli-
ble impression on my life.

Jim Farrar was one of the giants of
W&L—yes, right alongside the
Starlings, Shillingtons, and all the oth-
ers, each with their own strengths and
gifts and manner of encouragement.
Much has happened in my own life
since those days in Lexington. Surely
Jim is with the everlasting Father and |
look forward with great anticipation to
our reunion.

Rick McCain 74
Columbia, S.C.

Whenever I recall my happy
Washington and Lee years in the late
’60s, the first images that come to mind,
after those of the beauty of the campus
and surrounding countryside, are of cer-
tain people. Invariably Jim Farrar Sr. is
among these. Alongside Coach Lee
McLaughlin and a number of wonderful
teachers, I always think of Dean Farrar.

For four years I worked for him in the
dean’s office in Washington Hall. He
was unfailingly friendly, upbeat, cheer-
ful, and interested in people. He was a
great conversationalist who was happy to
talk with you about anything from sports

to literature to politics to the state of the
University. Never once did I observe
him treat anyone without courtesy and
respect. Dean Farrar was truly a Wash-
ington and Lee gentleman and an ideal
director of admissions.

There were several of us at that time
who while playing on the football team
spent our summers at Coach Mac’s
Camp Maxwelton, where we first got to
know Jimmy and Scottie Farrar. These
included Jay Clarke, Luke Crosland, Jay
Meriwether, and me. Jim Farrar was so
kind to us in so many ways. More than
once, he and Mrs. Farrar entertained us
in their home with the warmest of easy-
going hospitality. He took a genuine
personal interest in us and we knew
he’d be there enthusiastically pulling for
us each Saturday in the fall.

Dean Farrar is one of my all-time
favorite Washington and Lee people.
He had a permanent positive influence
on me and is synonymous in my mind
with everything that is good about our
University. [ will miss him.

Rufus D. Kinney 69
Jacksonville, Ala.

It would be superfluous to recount
the many contributions of Jim Farrar Sr.
to Washington and Lee during the last
half century. He was, in a nutshell, “Mr.
W&L.” No single person more epito-
mized what W&L is, and what W&L
wants to be, than Jim Farrar. His sudden
death last August has left a huge void in
the W&L world, one that may never be
filled.

Thank you, Dean Farrar, for every-
thing.

Sam Englehart 73
Towson, Md.

Of Minor Wisdom . . .

I read with much interest the article
“Let’s Count All the Lawyers” (Fall
1993). The section on Hunton &
Williams refers to prominent alumnus
Mate Calvert ’75, '79L as “one of the
last clerks for distinguished Federal

Judge Minor Wisdom ’25.”

I had the pleasure of clerking for
Judge Wisdom the same year Mate djq
(1979-80), and I learned much from
Matt (including a little law). Matt woylq
be the first to tell you, however, that he
was not one of Judge Wisdom’s “Jage»
clerks. Judge Wisdom has had approxi.
mately 45 clerks since Matt and I were
there, including the infamous Robert M.
Couch ’78, ’82L. Judge Wisdom, now in
his 88th year, recently celebrated 3¢
years of very active service on the U.S,
Court of Appeal for the Fifth Circuit,

Robert G. Pugh Jr. '76
Shreveport, La.

. . . And Minor Rogers

I noticed in the Fall issue of the
Alumni Magazine a mention of Rennyo:
The Second Founder of Shin Buddhism, the
new book by Ann and Minor Rogers. |
can’t tell you how happy I am that
Minor Rogers has been immortalized in
word.

During my senior year at W&L,
Minor Rogers was my mentor. He was
an ordained Christian minister who rec-
ognized the importance of other reli-
gious traditions, Buddhism in particular.
I met Dr. Rogers at a time when I was
questioning the beliefs and practices of
my own Christian religion, He had such
an impact on me that I decided to enroll
in the religion department’s senior the-
sis class as a history major. What I
learned under Dr. Rogers will stay with
me the rest of my life.

Soon after I graduated, I was sad-
dened to learn of his passing. He will
never be replaced. I hope W&L reali
the size of shoes they have to fill an
have found, or will find, someone th
can grow into them. Offering compara
tive religious studies is essential ¢
W&L’s commitment to liberal educa
tion. There will always be students who
will question their religious tradition.
Someone like Minor Rogers should be
there for them.

I expect anyone who had the privi-
lege of studying under Dr. Rogers still




has intriguing thoughts that arise from
their past discussions with him. He is
still with us in mind and spirit, and now
in the written word.

Jamie Sawyer '91
Wemphis, Tenn.

Calling Dr. Gaines

On the occasion of my 84th birthday
last year, my thoughts turned to Francis
Pendleton Gaines, who had been presi-
dent of Washington and Lee from 1930
to 1958. I did not think it possible Dr.
Gaines would still be alive, but if he
were. | would certainly like to write him
a letter of appreciation for what he did
for me.

During my four years at W&L, 1
received monograms in football and
boxing. I was business manager of the
Calyx, Eminent Archon of the SAE fra-
ternity, and was inducted into ODK my
senior yvear. However, I did not have the
minimum requirements for admission to
medical school you could usually get in
tWo ycears.

I made an appointment to see Dr.
Gaines and told him I wanted to apply
for medical school because I had decid-
ed to go into medicine. Dr. Gaines
reviewed my record and, much to my
surprise, wrote an excellent letter to
Duke University Medical School where
he had connections with Dr. Davidson.
Dr. Davidson had started the Duke
Medical School and was in the process
of selecting students for the first fresh-
man class. In his letter he told Dr.
Davidson that I was the type person
who set goals and would not stop until |
attained them. Dr. Gaines told him, “He
feels we wanted to have an M.D. degree
and I am sure he will be able to obtain
this.”

Dr. Davidson interviewed me and
told me if I could take a year of German
and a year of organic chemistry before
Oct. 1 of that year when the classes
began, he would give me a chance. He
showed me a class photograph and told
me it was the class that had begun as a
second-vear class and there were several

pictures covered by black spots. He told
me those were the ones that didn’t
make it. “I don’t want to have to put a
black spot over your picture,” he told
me.

I was able to fulfill the requirements,
and began class as scheduled. The first
two years were hard and I struggled. In
all honesty, I had never read a novel
from cover to cover up to that time.
After the first two years, I did well in all
my studies and graduated without any
problems.

Following graduation, I took my sur-
gical training at both Duke and the
L.ahey Clinic in Boston. I went into a
general surgery practice with my father
in Lynchburg, Va., for 20 years. Upon
his death, I decided there were no new
frontiers in general surgery at that time,
whereas plastic surgery was making sig-
nificant improvements. | developed a
flaming desire to be a plastic surgeon.

Through a good friend, Dr. Jack
Coleman, who was chief of plastic
surgery at the University of Virginia, |
began a three-month fellowship with a
world-renowned plastic surgeon in
Miami, and I subsequently ran all over
town day and night for 15 years doing
plastic surgery before assuming a full-
time position at the University of Miami
Medical Complex.

That was eight years ago. I enjoy
good health and my goal is set on being
productive until I am 100 years of age.
Someone up there has been looking out
for me—sending me to Washington and
L.ee and Dr. Gaines—and all that has
followed.

John W. Devine Jr. ’31

Miami
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The Colonnade i commeiom Mo

The Campaign for Washington and Lee begins 1994 with $92.2 million in the
bank and an ambitious schedule in the coming months. The largest fund-raising
effort in W&L’s 245-year history is expected to cross the $100 million mark by early
March, according to national campaign chairman Gerry Lenfest ’53.

With 18 months to go toward its targeted comple-
tion date of June 30, 1995, the campaign is approx;-
mately $34.8 million from its goal of $127 million,
meaning that there’s many a major gift to be realized
before the campaign can be deemed complete. Later
this year, plans will be announced for a student-con-
ducted effort to contact all alumni who have made 3
campaign gift that will, in effect, amount to an every-
member canvass of the University’s 18,000-strong
alumni base.

Through the end of December, Washington and
Lee has received $92.2 million toward its $127 million
goal. That total includes gifts from the following:

471 alumni with undergraduate and law degrees;

7,252 alumni with undergraduate degrees only;

1,312 alumni with law degrees only;

1,447 parents of former or current students;

197 corporations and 86 foundations;

And finally, the financial support of the Virginia
Foundation for Independent Colleges.

The area campaign schedule resumes in February
with kickoffs in South Florida (Feb. 9, comprising the
Miami, Fort Lauderdale, and Palm Beach chapters)
and Houston (Feb. 24, which coincides with the -Board
of Trustees” winter meeting there), to be followed by
Jacksonville, Fla., in March and by Charleston, W.Va.,
and Lexington, Ky., in April. Alumni chapters in
Winston-Salem, Greensboro, and Raleigh, N.C., will
be launching their respective campaigns in March as
well.

The reach of the University’s philosophy is more
apparent than ever in the eyes of national vice chair-
man Tom Touchton ’60. “As I have traveled across the
country meeting with alumni, parents, and other
friends of Washington and Lee, I've been struck by
the devotion that so many have expressed to the ideals
associated with our @/ma mater,” he says. “This devo-

Has it really been two years? It was at tion has enabled us to organize a truly national campaign with scores of volunteers
Mount Vernon on Feb. 12, 1992, that the giving generously of their time as well as their financial support to ensure the cam-
Campaign for Washington and Lee was paign’s success.” He adds: “This institution that has touched our lives so deeply now
publicly announced, and among those gath- calls us to respond generously so that it can continue to make a huge difference in
ered were Washington area chairman the lives of others. Most of us have never been asked to consider making a capital
Vernon Holleman ’58, national vice chair- gift to W&L before now.”

man J. Thomas Touchton ’60, president The campaign’s major unmet needs include the new science center as well as
John Wilson, rector A. Stevens Miles Jr. 51, endowment for scholarships and other forms of student financial aid, faculty salary
and national chairman Gerry Lenfest °53. support, and the University’s library system.



Hollis Named to
Board of Trustees

Gamuel B. Hollis ’51 was sworn in as
a member of W&L.’s Board of Trustees
at the board’s regular October meeting.
A native of Memphis, Tenn., Hollis is
director, president, and chief executive
of Federal Compress & Warehouse Co.
Inc. in Memphis,
and chairman of
the board of L.P.
Brown Co. Inc.
and C.I. Systems
of Tennessee Inc.
Hollis was stu-
dent body presi-
dent while at
W&L as well as a
member of Omi-

cron Delta Kappa leadership fraternity
and Sigma Alpha Epsilon social fraterni-
ty. He is a past member of the W&L
Alumni Board.

He is a member of the advisory board
of First Tennessee National Corp. and
past advisory board member of the
Federal Reserve Bank, St. Louis. He is
immediate past chairman, past president
and advisor of the board of the National
Cotton Council of America. Hollis has
served as president of the Memphis
Area Chamber of Commerce, and
served on the board of directors of the
Memphis United Way. Active in church
affairs, he is a past president of the
Episcopal Churchmen of Tennessee.

Hollis served as a member and 1992
chairman of the Cotton Hall of Fame.
He is currently a board member of the
Memphis Food Bank, and a founding
member and chairman of the Society of
Entrepreneurs.

Hollis and his wife, Jane, have three
children, Suzanne Hollis Apple of
Charlotte, Samuel B. Hollis Jr. ’83 of
Atlanta, and Lee M. Hollis ’86 of
Birmingham.

Law Grads Exceed
Virginia Bar Average

Recent publication of the Virginia
Bar Examination results show that 92.2
percent of Washington and Lee’s 1993
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The Houston chapter gathered for cocktails and dinner at the Houston Country Club Nov. 24.

\mong the many alumni and friends of the University present were (from left) trustee Buck

Ogilvie '64; chapter co-president Jenny Bray Stratton °89; Larry Peppe

Commerce, Economic

law graduates passed the bar exam. The
overall pass rate for the Virginia Bar
Exam was 77 percent.

Of 51 spring 1993 law school grads
taking the exam in July, 47 passed.

“While the law school does not edu-
cate students specifically for the bar
exam, it does provide a well rounded
and very demanding legal education for
our students,” says Randall P. Bezanson,
dean of the Washington and Lee School
of Law. “Our high degree of success on
the Virginia Bar Exam is a testament to
the high quality of our students.”

Fancy Dress: March 5

“It’s time to start thinking about
Fancy Dress 1994,” FD chairperson
Kristen Moore '94 reminds us.

Moore and her committee have been
thinking about it a lot, we imagine, but
we can’t get anything else out of her—
the theme is being kept secret, as usual,
“but you can trust it will be spectacu-
lar,” she assures us.

This much we do know: Fancy Dress
is scheduled for Friday, March 5, and
the FD package is $80, which includes
tickets, playbills, cups, and posters.
(Tickets alone cost $45.)

s, and Politics; Jackie Ogilvie; and director of ma

rs, dean of the School of
or gifts Dick Sessoms.

For more information, write Moore at:
432 Lime Kiln Road, Lexington, VA
24450; or call (703) 464-8725.

Rush Hour Traffic

W&L’s 16 fraternities added 240
men—six fewer than in 1992—to their
houses during fall rush activities. Out of
254 participants, 94.48 percent pledged
a fraternity during Tear Night Weekend
Oct. 1 and 2. Here are the pledge totals:

Chi Psi, 25; Pi Kappa Alpha, 24;
Sigma Phi Epsilon, 24; Sigma Alpha
Epsilon, 20; Sigma Nu, 18; Phi Kappa
Sigma, 18; Pi Kappa Phi, 17; Kappa
Alpha, 17; Sigma Chi, 16; Beta Theta Pi,
13; Phi Kappa Psi, 12; Kappa Sigma, 11;
Phi Gamma Delta, 9; Phi Delta Theta,
8; Lambda Chi Alpha, 6; Delta Tau
Delta, 2.

Counting pledges and actives, the fra-
ternities stack up like this: Sigma Alpha
Epsilon, 71; Kappa Alpha, 69; Pi Kappa
Alpha, 67; Sigma Phi Epsilon, 65; Sigma
Chi, 61; Phi Kappa Psi, 61; Pi Kappa
Phi, 57; Phi Delta Theta, 56; Chi Psi, 54;
Phi Kappa Sigma, 52; Sigma Nu, 49;
Beta Theta Pi, 42; Kappa Sigma, 39; Phi
Gamma Delta, 33; Lambda Chi Alpha,
20; and Delta Tau Delta, 17.



Murray’s English department colloguium was the first-ever such reading to include music.

The Jazz Man Cometh

When Albert Murray listens to a
Louis Armstrong solo, what he hears is
more—and more significant—than mere
entertainment, though he is the first to
acknowledge Satchmo’s master show-
manship. Murray, noted author and
reigning sage of American jazz intellec-
tuals, was the English department’s
duPont visiting professor during the fall
term. In addition to teaching a course in
Southern regional literature (encompass-
ing works from the classical Greeks to
William Faulkner, and beyond), Murray
offered an interdepartmental course,
The Blues, using his 1976 Stomping the

Blues as a text. That volume, which is far
more than just history, functioned well
as a jumping-off point for a pan-discipli-
nary examination of how the creative
process works in any art form.

David Wilmington '94, who took
both courses (as well as serving as
Murray’s disc jockey in class sessions),
cites Murray’s ability to unify concepts
from far-flung fields, yielding useful
tools for an intelligent approach to all
creative activity: “He brought ideas
together from philosophy, religion, his-
tory, literature, music, and all the other
arts, so that the sum rtotal far exceeded
the parts, in a way that works on an
intellectual level, and—more practically

-

useful—in ways I can draw on whep I
come up against challenges in my own
work.” In June, Wilmington will pe.
come W&L’s first music major to gradu-
ate with a performance emphasis in sax-
ophone. “What I loved most aboy,
Albert Murray as a teacher,” he says, “jg
that he was talking about how to think,
not what to think.”

Wilmington also functioned as DJ g¢
Murray’s English department colloqui-
um, which was the first-ever such read-
ing to include musical interludes. These
came from the likes of Armstrong, Duke
Ellington, and Count Basie (whose 1985
biography, Good Morning Blues, Murray
co-authored), and made manifest the
uniquely American rhythms of that
music, the same cadences which inform
Murray’s writings.

What he hears in those works is that
which he builds upon in his own: an
appreciation for the richness of one’s
own heritage, using it to good ends for
extending artistic traditions in construc-
tive new directions. As any creative
being knows, this necessarily involves
overcoming adversity, and Murray’s
work makes a strong case for African
Americans being, to put it mildly, quite
experienced and knowledgeable in this
regard. Even in the deepest, low-down
blues, Murray hears a joyful affirmation
of the triumph of the human spirit over
the human condition.

During his semester at W&L, Murray
also put in some time working on Seven
League Boots, which will complete a trilo-
gy of autobiographically-based novels
begun with 7rain Whistle Guitar (1974)
and The Spyglass Tree (1991). His other
non-fiction works include The Omni-
Americans (1970) and South to a Very Old
Place (1971).

Albert Murray is one of the very few
who can cite so many senior members of
the jazz pantheon as primary sources,
and he stands virtually alone in having
put, in a scholarly fashion, the work of
those masters into the larger perspective
of American culture as a whole. He does
so in ways that swing as much as their
music did. There is no more erudite an
advocate of jazz as America’s finest cul-
tural contribution to our human race.

—By W. Patrick Hinely '3



Lee Letter Presented
By D.C. Law Firm

Members of the Washington (D.C.)
firm of Mason, Fenwick & Lawrence
have presented Washington and Lee
with a letter written by Robert E. Lee to
an old classmate, Judge Charles Mason,
a founding partner of that firm. Partners
B. Parker Livingston Jr., Nathaniel A.
Humpbhries, and Dale Curtis Hogue Sr.
gave the letter to the University (Hogue
is the father of W&L sophomore Stuart
Hogue).

The letter, written in Lexington and
dated July 6, 1869, is unusual because
Lee grants the firm the use of his name
as an endorsement. Lee received many
such requests in the post-Civil War
years and refused most of them. But in
this case, he writes, “I cannot refuse an
endorsement to a firm, one of whose
members is my friend and classmate,
Judge Charles Mason.” (Mason and Lee
were classmates at West Point, finishing
first and second, respectively, in the
class of 1829, and there are numerous
references to their academic rivalry in
Douglas Southall Freeman’s biography.)

Mason, Fenwick & Lawrence is now
beginning its 133rd year of practice.
Founded at the start of the Civil War,
the firm enjoys an international reputa-

tion in intellectual property law.

( iy: Jackson R. Sharman [11 83
in Intelligence and Security
L wdjunct professor of law this fall.

an associate with Covington &
L n in Washington, D.C.

“Choosing a card is like choosing a law school,” says ace recruiter Bobby Lilly "93L.

The Admissions Magician

At a time when law school applications are on the decline nationwide (for the third
straight year, in fact), it may take more than magic to attract the best and the bright-
est—but a little hocus-pocus doesn’t exactly hurt, either.

As one of three 1993 law graduates sent on the admissions trail this fall (along with
Kimble Reynolds and Kim Wood), Bobby Lilly traveled the country from mid-
September to early November, attending law forums on six consecutive weekends
where roughly 110 schools were pitching potential applicants from their booths in a
trade show-like atmosphere. If the turnout was small, or when things got dull, Lilly
would get the conversation going with the W&L Card Trick—wherein, to make a
long card trick short, he picks the card an applicant’s been thinking of from a full
deck, turns the card over, and reveals the words “Washington and Lee” written on
the back. Neat trick—but when it comes to W&L, “The school sells itself,” he says.

Lilly’s career as a magician began at age 6, when he used a $10 Christmas gift to
order a magic set from a Sears catalog. He performed a different trick each Friday for
his kindergarten class when his teacher suggested that he put on a show. He quickly
graduated to the ranks of church dinners, women’s clubs, Kiwanis, and the like, and
by the time he was 13 he joined the International Brotherhood of Magicians (“the
other IBM,” he calls it), with his parents driving him to meetings.

Lilly studied psychology, speech communications, and theater arts at the Univer-
sity of Richmond, and he utilized those skills—and others—working with emotionally
disturbed and delinquent teenagers at Elk Hill Farm in Virginia. “Magic was a won-
derful counseling tool,” he says. “Magic tricks have themes that generate discussion,
teach lessons, and make points. Magic is a vehicle or medium for a specific message.”

Sporting a black shirt and a black-and-blue tie adorned with Aladdins, Lilly does
not exactly look like he’s on his way to work in a law office. With his admissions work
behind him, Lilly is looking for hands-on experience in a court service unit. But even
when that time comes, he’ll always find time for his other profession. While perform-
ing at a recent department store opening, Lilly was asked by someone where he
learned how to perform magic. “Three years of law school,” Lilly jokingly replied. To
which someone replied: “That’s the best use I've heard of for an attorney in years.”

Photo: C. Taylor Crothers Il ‘93
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In 1936, when Washington and Lee
student Jim Hoge had to choose
between continuing his education and
returning to his family farm, he did what
every good son of Burke’s Garden
would do.

He went back to the Garden.

Seen from the air, it looks just like a
giant’s thumbprint, but the 260 people
who live in this valley nestled high in
the mountains of Tazewell County, Va.,
prefer to think of it as God’s Thumb-
print. A recent visit to Jim and Louise
Hoge’s 600-acre farm does little to dis-
pute this assertion. One thing is certain:
Burke’s Garden is a place like no other.

At about 3,000 feet, this 20,000-acre
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limestone valley is the highest in
Virginia, the coldest, and the only one
surrounded by a single mountain.
Formed millions of years ago from
upthrust rock that eroded below the
more resistant surrounding rock, this
huge topographical bowl has only one
opening, known as the Gap, where the
water drains to the sea. For thousands of
years, American Indians used the valley
as a hunting ground, and in 1745,
explorer James Burke became the first
European to discover the valley as he
followed a wounded elk over the crest of
the mountain. A pile of potato peelings
he discarded was found, a year later, to
have grown into a fine crop, and the

land was jokingly named Burke’s
Garden. Later settlers found that
indigenous bluegrass thrived in the cool
temperatures (rarely does it get above
90), making the valley perfect for raising
cattle and sheep.

Hoge grew up in the house his grand-
father built in 1880 out of a quarter-mil-
lion bricks—all of them made there on
the farm. Knowing the rollercoaster
nature of the cattle business, his parents
set aside some money for their sons’
education. In 1934, Hoge, by his own
admission “a real country boy,” decided
to attend Washington and Lee following
his older brother, Francis, who had grad-
uated from the law school that year.



«Two fellows I knew from Marion,
Va.. were going to W&L and I got a lit-
tle lonesome,” he recalls. “So I followed
them up there, just went along, and
when I got there they accepted me. |
missed freshman camp and everything!
[ eventually interviewed with Dean
IR(,lm[] Tucker who said, ‘Well, son,
we’ll do the best we can for you,” and I
was accepted into the pre-law program.”
Rather modestly, he adds with a laugh,
I think it must have been because of
the Depression and they needed the
students!”

Hoge joined Pi Kappa Alpha fraterni-
tv and took a room in a boarding house
behind the post office. Despite feeling
sometimes that he was “the only farm
boy in the whole student body,” Hoge
soon scttled in. But after little more
than a vear, his sister’s pending depar-
ture from Burke’s Garden (his parents
were deceased) called him back to the
family farm. “I could have stayed in
school but that would’ve meant selling
the farm,” he explains. “So I had to quit
school.”

Then, as now, land in the Garden is
hard to come by. Back in the 1880s, mil-
lionaire George W. Vanderbilt tried—
unsuccessfully—to acquire a large tract
of land in Burke’s Garden to build his
mansion. “Back then especially, the
only way to get land was to heir it or
marry it,” Hoge explains. Eventually,
the Biltmore House and Gardens came
to rest in Asheville, N.C., Vanderbilt’s
second choice.

In 1938, Hoge married Louise Gree-
ver, a schoolteacher with a degree from
Radford, and settled into the life of a
sheep farmer. Over the years, the Hoges
raised a family and many prize sheep. In
the carly 1950s, a coyote terrorized the
Garden for months, killing more than
400 sheep before the “varmint,” as it
became known, was finally killed by a
hired coyote hunter from Arizona.
Afterwards, people came from miles
around to gawk at the carcass, and
Burke's Garden experienced its first
(and only) traffic jam.

The Hoges, now retired, are both
active in the community as well as dedi-
cated local historians. Louise was instru-
mental in having the valley’s one paved

road named a Virginia By-Way, and Jim
is known as the unofficial mayor of
Burke’s Garden. “After I retired, I start-
ed digging into the records of all the old
land grants in the Garden,” he says.
“I've dug in and worked backward, for-
ward, and in-between—all the way back
to the original survey. Burke’s Garden
was the first land surveyed in Tazewell
County and some of the fences are still
on the original lines.”

Besides taking up the preservation of
old horse-powered farm machinery (“I
was probably the first one to get rid of
that old stuff, and now I want to pre-
serve it,” he chuckles), Hoge is fighting
to maintain the unique rural nature of
Burke’s Garden. Given the uncertainties
of farming, increasing land prices, and
the influx of urban refugees, the Hoges
worry that the old families will move
away and the large farms will disappear,

with “farmettes” taking their place. A
recent wave of Amish farmers, fleeing
the increasing urbanization of the
Pennsylvania Dutch country, has
already brought change into the Garden.
“Some people worry that they will bring
too many tourists here,” says Hoge, “but
I'm glad they came. They are farmers
first, and they want to keep the land as
it was.”

Looking out the Hoges’ picture win-
dow across the gently rolling farmland
all the way to the Gap and beyond,
where the road meets the outside world,
one hopes that this third-generation
Gardener will succeed. Speaking quiet-
ly, but with the authority of one who
came back to the land, Hoge says:
“Places like this are becoming more and
more in demand. And there are less and

less of them.”
— By William Cocke ’82

Louise and Jim Hoge have been married to each other—and the land—for more than 45 years.
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Both an old-ashioned joumalist and community actvst, M.V, Paxton 49

chronicles Lexington’

Anyone who has spent any time in a
small town knows about institutions—
the people that give small towns their
flavor and character. To be called an
institution is usually a great compli-
ment, although institutions can be as
diverse as a barber, a police chief, or
even a drunk who finds his customary
place on the courthouse wall. Institu-
tions are there when you need them,
can always be depended on to act in a
clear and consistent way, and when they
are gone they are greatly missed, often
leaving a void that is never truly filled.

Matthew W. Paxton Jr. 49 is just
such an institution, although he would
bristle at that characterization. For 42
years he has served the Lexington and
Rockbridge County area as editor of 7ke
News-Gazette, a weekly newspaper his
family has owned in part since the last
century. When he steps down as editor
and publisher in March—allowing his
son, Matthew W. Paxton IV, to take
over total control of the news and print-
ing business that is the News-Gazette cor-
poration—Paxton will keep a hand in
the business in a small way through
occasional editorial writing. But he plans
to leave behind the news and events
that have shaped his life and the com-

12

munity’s for almost half a century. He'll
play some golf, work on various literary
projects, and stay involved in local activ-
ities. Still, as a newsman, he admits,
“It’s going to be an adjustment.”

The Paxton roots run deep in the
hard, rocky soil of Rockbridge County,
and their connection with Washington
and Lee runs just as deep. Matt Paxton
was the fourth generation of his family
to attend the University, beginning with
E.F. Paxton in 1846, proceeding through
Judge J.W. Brockenbrough (who invited
General Lee to come to Washington
College), through his father and to him.
His second son, Bill, continued the lega-
cy, graduating in 1980 (he works as as-
sistant director of major gifts for W&L).

Paxton was born and raised in
Lexington. He prepped at the Darling-
ton School before returning home to
Washington and Lee. He lived at home,
pledged SAE, and became immersed in
the life of the University. “It wasn’t
unusual to live at home then,” he says.
“Many local boys lived at home. The
fraternity gave me a jumping-off point.”

After a year in the Navy between his
freshmen and sophomore years, Paxton
came back to W&L. He became active

resent while preserving 15 past By Bran Sha

in the Christian Council and with 7/e
Ring-tum Phi, and joined the Glee Club,
After graduating in 1949, Paxton taught
English for a year at the McCallie
School in Chattanooga. He considered
making teaching his life’s work before
deciding to become a journalist.
Although his family owned one of the
two competing weekly papers and his
father was the editor and his mother the
proofreader, Paxton had never spent a
lot of time at the paper. He enrolled in
Columbia University’s masters program
in journalism and headed off for New
York City. “I just loved New York,"
Paxton says of his days at Columbia. “It
was very exciting. There must have
been five or six daily papers going at
that time and the seminars we had were
taught by newspaper people. Just sitting
at their feet and listening to them talk
about what they did was great. It was
the hub of journalism in those days.”
While Paxton’s classmates were busy
angling for jobs with those New York
dailies, Paxton knew he wanted t0
return to Virginia. Although he doesn’t
recall how, he landed a job as education
reporter for the Lynchburg paper:

(“The fact that my wife’s uncle was edi-

tor may have had something to do with
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it,” he admits.) He spent a year in
Lynchburg before the call came from
his father to come home and run 7%e
County News.

As with many small newspapers at
the time, Paxton was a one-man news
department. He attended meetings,
wrote the stories, edited copy, shot pho-
tographs, and did just about anything
that needed to be done. The competi-
tion between 7he County News and The
Lexington Gazette was fierce, and Paxton
worked hard to stay one step ahead.
After 10 years of slugging it out, the two

“We e srictly
happen n Rockbrc

newspapers decided to merge. “We
went into a room at the old R.E. Lee
Hortel with a newspaper negotiating guy
from New York and came out as part-
ners,” he recalls. “Both papers went
from not making much money individu-
ally to instant profitability.”

Houston Harlow, a VMI graduate
who owned the other paper, became the
business manager, enabling Paxton to
devote his entire efforts to the news and
editorial end. The arrangement contin-
ued until Harlow’s death in 1972.
Harlow was replaced by Tad Hum-
phreys 44, who stayed on as business
manager until 1986, when Matt Paxton
IV assumed the position. That arrange-
ment has continued to the present.

Ask five journalists what their defini-
tion of news is, and you'll get five differ-
ent answers. For Matt Paxton, though,
the question is very simple. “We are
strictly a local newspaper,” he says with
a hint of pride. “If it doesn’t happen in
Rockbridge County, it doesn’t happen.”

Paxton traces that philosophy back to
his days in New York, when he came
“under the spell” of The New York Times.
“Our objective is to cover anything we
can that happens in this county, no mat-
ter how small or how large. Anything
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that touches people’s lives is news for
somebody. I like to get a lot of people in
the paper.”

Getting those people in the paper
sometimes takes the form of stories and
mentions that seem almost anachronistic
compared to the fast-paced world of
contemporary journalism. The commu-
nity news pieces in 7he News-Gazette are
just what the name implies—news from
local communities. Written by residents
of the respective communities, the col-
umns are filled mainly with the comings
and goings of the people who live in

ocal newspaper, I 1t doesnt
e County  doesn't happen.

those communities. And while the fact
that Aunt Sadie had her two nephews in
for a long weekend may not be news to
99 percent of the readership, Paxton
says, it is news to Aunt Sadie. “We want
our readers to have share in the owner-
ship of our paper,” he says. “Nothing
promotes that feeling more than seeing
your own name in the paper.”

Sometimes that emphasis on local
news and names comes at the expense
of hard-hitting, investigative stories.
With only so many resources at his dis-
posal, Paxton has constantly and consis-
tently chosen to emphasize the human
aspects of the news. He knows that’s a
criticism of his newspaper.

“Yeah, the old marshmallow guy,
that’s me,” Paxton says. “I know I'm too
soft for some people, but I look at <ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>