F A
Es e? (/”I.Z/‘ A, =
w! sy Mdumni agaz.
SUMMER 1¢

~ %>
’A/" I‘ ’A‘A" »A\

e 7 At T S—— 0

3
¢
. ‘

N




st by

Sophomore runner Ray Hall
sprints past the defending
ODAC champion in the 800=

0 a third-




'BRARY
JAMES.C. Lt : -3\/RE;S\TY
WASHINGTCN » = -/
i % :::.450

LEXINGTC

JUL 038 1994

Y

FEATURES

12 / Double-Edged Sword.
As a frustrated law student, author Terry Brooks '69L retreated into a land

named Shannara. Eleven best-sellers later, he’s living every lawyer’s fantasy.

15 / Civil Warriors.
In the dirty-tricks world of "90s politics, alumni Bill Brock ’53,
Bob Goodlatte *77L, and Billy Webster '79 bring honor to the system.

18 / Restoring the Human Condition.
John Ellis ’56 has designed a Broadway theater complex and entire Iranian towns,

but his most satisfying work provides homes for New York City’s homeless.

22 | For Weddings and a Funeral.
The “Shrine of the South” draws roughly 55,000 visitors each year,

but Lee Chapel is also a hot spot these days for W&L nuptials.

27 | Who is Bill Watt?

He was dean of the college for 13 years, and a professor of chemistry for 39.
He’s also a darn good “Jeopardy!” player (except for the rock 'n’ roll questions).

DEPARTHENTS

2 /| From the Alumni President.
Mason New reviews the year as the Alumni Association saw it.

3 / Letters.

Remembrances of Elizabeth Otey Watson and the Class of '44.

4 /| The Colonnade.

Images and messages from commencement 1994; perspectives on Leyburn;
and a by-the-numbers overview going into the last year of the Campaign.

30 / WE&L Law.

Law students vie for the coveted Dean’s Cup; Justice Elizabeth Lacy visits;

and a recent survey brings satisfaction—and a No. 1 ranking—to Lewis Hall.

32 / The Generals’ Report.

Four ODAC championships and an unofficial women’s track title: looking back
at a super spring. Also: Jimmy Kull '94 trades the CMA for the PGA—maybe.
36 / Alumni News.

Better late than never: The Class of 44 reunites and commences to graduate.
Also: a Hall of Fame preview; and our annual salute to Dads and Grads.

42 / Class Notes.

Neely Young '43 bleeds W&L blue; James Smith '62 chairs an exclusive club;

and playwright-musician-francophone-carpenter James Leva 80 does it all.

On the Cover: She’s going to Lee Chapel and she’s gonna get married:

Katherine Park "90 is photographed on her wedding day to Vance Drawdy '89, "92L..

Photograph by C. Taylor Crothers 11 *93.



WASHINGTON AND LEE UNIVERSITY

A. Stevens Miles Jr. 51, Rector
John D. Wilson, President

WASHINGTON AND LEE ALUMNI INC.
OFFICERS

Robert K. Wittpenn "82

President (Peapack, N.J.)

E. Neal Cory Il '77

Vice President (Louisville, Ky.)

James D. Farrar Jr. ‘74

Secretary and Director of Alumni Programs
(Lexington, Va.)

Robert W.H. Mish Ill ‘76

Associate Director of Alumni Programs
(Lexington, Va.)

DIRECTORS

Michael D. Armstrong '77 (Atlanta, Ga.)

R.K. Barton III 63 (Grosse Pointe Farms, Mich.)
Walter S. Blake '72 (Dallas, Texas)

T. Talbott Bond 51 (Baltimore, Md.)

Matthew J. Calvert '75, '79L (Richmond, Va.)
Ben S. Gambill Jr. '67 (Nashville, Tenn.)

B. Dallas Hagewood "90 (Atlanta, Ga.)

H. Drake Leddy 71 (San Antonio, Texas)

Henry “Skip™ Nottberg I11 71 (Kansas City, Mo.)
Alexa A. Sal '89 (San Francisco, Calif.)
Jackson R. Sharman III '83 (Washington, D.C.)
Hatton C.V. Smith 73 (Birmingham, Ala.)

J.E. “Jet” Taylor 111 84 (Westfield, N.J.)

James M. Turner Jr. 67, '71L (Roanoke, Va.)
Tinkham Veale II1 69 (Devon, Pa.)

H. William Walker Jr. 68, '71L (Miami, Fla.)
Donald W. Weir Jr. '72 (Shreveport, La.)

LAW ALUMNI ASSOCIATION
OFFICERS

Thomas M. Millhiser ‘81L
President (Richmond, Va.)
James C. Treadway Jr. ‘67L
Vice President (New York, N.Y.)

Law CounclL

Charles M. Berger '68L (Charlotte, N.C.)

Alfred J.T. Byrne '65, '68L. (Washington, D.C.)
James M. Costan 741 (Washington, D.C.)
Robert M. Couch '78, '82L (Birmingham, Ala.)
William R. Goodell "80L (Atlanta, Ga.)
Theodore D. Grosser '77L (Cincinnati, Ohio)
Robin P. Hartmann *71L (Dallas, Texas)

Milton T. Herndon "56L (Charleston, W.Va.)
The Hon. William B. Hill Jr. 74, '77L (Atlanta, Ga.)
Carol L. Hoshall "83L (Alexandria, Va.)

John D. Klinedinst 71, '78L (San Diego, Calif.)
Tabor R. Novak Jr. '66, "69L. (Montgomery, Ala.)
Dana C. Petersen '82L (Baltimore, Md.)

The Hon. W. Ray Price '78L. (Jefferson City, Mo.)
Laurie A. Rachford '84L (Houston, Texas)
David D. Redmond 66, "69L. (Richmond, Va.)
B. Cary Tolley I1I '78L (Darien, Conn.)

Patricia A. Van Allan '80L (Houston, Texas)
Wilson F. Vellines Jr. '68, '73L (Staunton, Va.)
Elizabeth Devine Wiseman '81L (Nashville, Tenn.)
John A. Wolf '69, '72L (Baltimore, Md.)

From the Alumni President

Report Card

The past 12 months have been
active ones for the Washington and
Lee Alumni Association. In addition to
continuing to encourage and monitor
the progress of our many successful
alumni programs, the Alumni Board of
Directors identified three major areas
of focus for the 1993-94 year: chapter
development, Annual Fund participa-
tion, and student life.

The health of our nationwide alum-
ni chapter network is the primary con-
cern of the Alumni Board of Directors.
Under the guidance of Bob Wittpenn
’82, the chapter development commit-

tee has concentrated on improving
communications between the Alumni
Board, the University, and the chapter
leadership, as well as making prepara-

Passing the gavel: Wittpenn succeeds New,

tions for the chapter presidents’ conference to be held during Homecoming week-
end, Sept. 29-Oct. 1. Chapter presidents will have the opportunity to exchange ideas
and to communicate directly with the Alumni Board and members of the administra-
tion. This gathering will play a major role in strengthening W&L’s alumni chapter:
organizations and I urge all chapter presidents to make every effort to attend. ‘
Our primary development efforts have been focused on the establishment of a pro-
gram encouraging alumni chapters to organize chapter phonathons to assist in increas-
ing alumni participation in the Annual Fund. Led by Neal Cory ’77, the development
committee worked with Annual Fund director Peter Cronin "84 to initiate the chapter
phonathon program. Successful programs have been established in Louisville and
Charlotte, where participation levels are well above the 60 percent mark, and we
hope to inaugurate more next year. In future years this effort should result in signifi=
cant improvement in both the level of alumni participation as well as total funding of
this all-important program. ,
Under the leadership of Frank Surface ’60, the student life committee took on the
task of evaluating the organizational structure and disciplinary procedures of the fra=
ternity system. The Alumni Board was subsequently able to communicate what we
hope to be constructive suggestions to the administration and the Board of Trustees.
At its May meeting, the Alumni Board elected Bob Wittpenn '82 of Peapack, N-J=
president of the Alumni Association for 1994-95. Neal Cory *77 of Louisville, Ky., wa
elected vice president. Under the direction of Bob and Neal, the Alumni Associatio
will continue to strengthen its many worthwhile programs. I extend to them my best
wishes for continued success in their efforts on behalf of W&L.
In closing, let me express my gratitude for having had the opportunity to s€
W&L in this special capacity. There are many alumni deserving of leading the
Alumni Association, and I am honored to have been allowed to participate.

Mason T. New 62
President, W&L Alumni Association
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Missing Mrs. Watson

[ met Elizabeth Watson \.avhilc I was
- undergraduate at \Vashmgton an.d
Lee, working as a student assns'tant. in
the Reeves Center under the dlrcct'lon
of Jim Whitehead. I remember being
drawn immediately to Mrs. Watson, an
old friend of the Whiteheads, because of
her spunk and vigor. She was absolutely
one of the most independent, straight-
forward people I had ever laid eyes on.
Although she was a little older than
most of us, she was certainly feisty
enough to keep a conservative Jim
Whitehead on his toes, and I grew to
love her for that.

I remember being struck by how
intelligent Mrs. Watson was about
seemingly so many things—particularly
Chinese Export porcelain, Oriental
paintings, and other art. I suppose one
would be hard-pressed to remain obtuse
once exposed to all the things and to all
the places she had seen in her lifetime.
But it was as if she had a little filing cab-
inet in her brain from which she could
withdraw information on command.
There were times when I would literally
sit at her feet at Reeves Center gather-
ings, soaking in both her knowledge and
warmth.

The last time I spoke with Mrs.
Watson was last Thanksgiving Day. She
was upbeat and full of questions, as
always, wondering where I was and how
I'was and how my writing was coming
along. She seemed content with her new
residence at a retirement facility in
Lynchburg, and 1 promised to visit her
the next time I got to Virginia. Unfortu-
nately, I never got the chance.

Elizabeth Watson became a role
model for me the day we met; and her
life, with ics in(]llisiti\jc energy, will con-
tinue to be a great example for me of

how e ]
OW to learn, how to give, how to love,
and how tq live.

Joei Llyne Dyes 91
Charleston, S.C.

Class Act

On May 14 in Lee Chapel, the Class
of 44 extended me the honor of asking
me to sit with them at the annual meet-
ing of the W&L Alumni Association.
It’s very difficult to describe the thrill it
gave me to have my picture taken with
them and be there when they made
their magnificent endowment contribu-
tion to our beloved University.

I could go on and on about the Class
of 1944, but I believe that my class-
mates will permit me to speak for them
when [ say, “Gentlemen, the Class of
1943 salutes you!”

M. Neely Young Sr. 43
Richmond

New Home, Old Name

The communications and publica-
tions offices and the office of career
development and placement at W&L
have moved into the old Sigma Chi
house, renamed Mattingly House in
honor of former registrar and treasurer
Earl Mattingly (@bove). “Mr. Matt”
served the University for nearly 50 years
before retiring in 1966. He died later
that year.

The Alumni Magazine welcomes let-
ters. Write: University Editor, Washington
and Lee University, Publications Office,
Mattingly House, Lexington, VA 24450.
Letters may also be faxed to (703) 463-
8024. All letters should include the author’s
name, address, and daytime phone number.
Letters selected for publication may be edited
for length, content, and style.
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The Colonnade

Not unmindful of their futures (clockwise

from top left): 113 law degrees were award
ed May 22; University marshal Barlow
Newbolt mans the mace at baccalaureate
June 1; Indiana Sen. Richard Lugar was
one of two honorary degree recipients—ihe
other was Evan Kemp *59—at commence-
ment June 2; four cap-and-gown types check
the program for their names; new grads
Ashley Scott and Alison Cowand; parental
paparazzi storm the stage; a few happy faces
from the Class of 1994; the University’s final
Army ROTC commissioning ceremony: and
finally, the after-party on the front lawn

/I/.\/I// :[1// milo //// ajternoon
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They Came. They Studied. They Commenceq,
WE&L'’s Class of 1994 Says Its Final Goodbyes

Washington and Lee University held its 209th commencement ceremony June 21
on the front lawn of the W&L campus. Bachelor’s degrees were awarded to approxi-
mately 342 seniors, and honorary degrees were conferred on Evan J. Kemp Jr. '5%
advocate for the disabled and head of Evan Kemp Associates, and Indiana Sens
Richard H. Lugar.

“This University has to be taken seriously,” Lugar said, “because many of you will
serve in the national Congress, surely at the state and local levels, all of you hopefully
as extraordinarily warm advocates of good government and strength for our country

He called this *

‘a time of transition for America . . . from an easy situation of fight
ing a cold war that could have done us in, to an unknown predicament in which the
adversaries are not clear and the prospects of our unity are difficult. It is a time in
which we have to come to grips with what the role of our country will be in the world:
... We are at a point, at least in my judgment, that very few other nations historically
have ever enjoyed . . . We are the catalyst that can call countries to the meeting, that
can try to formulate the agenda. We must play that role. Each one of you must be 8%
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1¢ the path of achievement and

«Qhow vour parents that you do
ed understand one of life’s greatest
That true happiness comes

inde
p;ll".ld()XC\:
to those who care first about others and
not themselves; who learn to give
deeply in love or compassion; who can
reach out beyond themselves to make
something good and helpful happen.”
“Godspeed from all of us here,”
Wilson told the graduates in closing. He
urged them to return to campus fre-
quently, “and think of us often, just as

we will often think of you.”
Baccalaureate

The Rev. Richard T. Harbison 54,
pastor of the First Presbyterian Church
in Lynchburg, Va., since 1987, prefaced
his remarks June 1 with a caveat:
“Baccalaureate speakers are almost uni-
versally forgotten,” he told his student
audience. “I ask you to indulge me
some reminiscing as I recall some of
those ideals and how they shaped my
life and my thinking.”

Talking about desegregation, he
recalled secing Cry, the Beloved Country as
a student and
being “mesmer-
ized” by the film.
“But what moved
me much more
and enlightened
me was, at the end
of the movie, an
outburst of ap-

plause by the stu-
Rev. 1, dent audience. |

left the theater
that afternoon with a new awareness

th: > i
hat the world was changing and 1 was
Lhanglng with it.”

;

\/] smiles: President Wilson, the Hon. Robert R. Merhige Jr., and outeoing law dean Randall

P. Bezanson following commencement ceremonies May 22 for the law Class of 1994.

“No one can tell you where or for
what your fights will be, but at a time
when we as Americans, and as human
beings, are estranged religiously, cultur-
ally, sexually, ethnically, racially; and
when these differences are becoming
more and more idolatrous with us, it is
my hope that you will see your most
pressing challenge to be to understand,
to appreciate, and to learn to live with
your fellow inhabitants in this world.”

He added: “Human unity is not ours
to create. It is God’s, who has made of
one blood all the peoples of this earth. It
IS ours to recognize, to appreciate, and to
make manifest in the world.”

“What can an alumnus returning to
this campus say to you as you begin your
life beyond this Colonnade? I can re-
mind you, if indeed you need remind-
ing, that you are indebted, and will
always be indebted, to your liberal arts
education. Though you become a physi-
cian, lawyer, journalist, engineer, a
teacher, a politician, a farmer; and do not
recall and further your liberal arts educa-
tion, you will be the poorer for it and so
will be your profession.”

Harbison closed by saying: “Be true
to the ideals of this University. They
will serve you well. Be faithful to what
Washington and Lee stands for. She has
given you much. Pass it on.”

Law Commencement

The Hon. Robert R. Merhige Jr.,
senior judge for the U.S. District Court,
Eastern District of Virginia, delivered
the commencement address to the
139th graduating
Washington and Lee School of Law on

class of the

May 22. Juris doctor degrees were
awarded to 113 third-year students.
Merhige, who was appointed to his
position for life by President Johnson in
1967, called the practice of law “the
most exciting of careers.” He told the
graduates, “the time of your life has
arrived when your obligation as an
American and as a member of a great
profession requires strength, dedication,
and resolution. To live is to require
time—and there is none to waste.
Utilize the time given you. Live in ser-
vice. So while you have the chance in
this time in your life, live, enjoy it, and
add to the beauty and wonder of the
world as we know it and as we want it.”
He added: “The period of time
through which we are passing is perhaps
the most challenging to our profession
of any period in American history. Ours
is simply not a business, but an occupa-
tion of learned men and women whose
principal objective is to aid in the doing
of justice. It is the responsibility of each



Seven-year itch: W&L’s double-degree Class of *94 celebrates the end of a very long road. Front
row (from left): Jeffrey S. Rogers '91, "94L, Robert E. Matthews '89, '94L, Genienne A.
Wongno 90, '94L., Robert N. Miller ’85, "94L.. Back row (from left): James B. Lake "90,
941, William H. Surgner Jr. ‘87, "94L, and James E. Rambeau Jr. 91, "94L.

American, and especially those of our
profession, to take affirmative steps to
alleviate injustice.”

“Enjoy your responsibilities as
lawyers,” he concluded. “Keep in mind
that there are no small cases, no small
injustices. Sharing in justice is a right
given to each American and we cannot
stand by and permit any erosion of that
right. You have every reason to be
proud, my friends. Our country needs
you. Our profession needs you.”

“Of the six graduations in which I
have participated, this is a special one.
This year I, too, am graduating with
you,” said Randall P. Bezanson, dean of
the School of Law, in his final remarks
before stepping down as dean. “I share
with you the bittersweet feelings this
day occasions, for as we leave this spe-
cial place, we take important friendships
and memories with us. My greatest priv-
ilege is that of graduating with you from
this fine and noble institution. I won’t
forget Washington and Lee and I don’t
think you will either.”

Top GPAs: Safin, Hardin

Herman I. Safin of Moscow was
named valedictorian, compiling a grade-
point average of 4.080 on a 4.33 scale
during his two years at W&L. The eco-

nomics major arrived in 1992 through an
exchange program sponsored by the
American Collegiate Consortium.
Classmates Angie Carrington and Pat
McDermott received the Algernon
Sydney Sullivan Medallion, awarded by
the faculty to the graduating senior or
seniors who “excel in high ideals of liv-
ing, in spiritual qualities, and in gener-
ous and disinterested service of others.”

In law honors, Kelly Ann Hardin of
O’Fallon, Ill., received the John W.
Davis Prize for Law for the highest
cumulative GPA. The BNA Law
Student Award for the most satisfactory
scholastic progress in the final year went
to Joseph Raymond Whiteoak III of
Wilmington, Del.

Gunn, Huntley, McGuire
Retire From W&L Faculty

Washington and Lee professors John
M. Gunn 45, H. Robert Huntley, and
Odell S. McGuire retired at the end of
the academic year.

Gunn, the Lewis Whitaker Adams
professor of economics, studied at W&L
before enlisting in the Army, and com-
pleted his B.S. at Georgia Institute of
Technology in 1949. He received his
master’s from Princeton University in
1954 and joined the W&L faculty in

1957. Gunn has
taught the cap.
stone seminar fo,
SENIOr €conomjeg
majors and is the
co-author of gy
SUrveys on inger.
national finance,
He has also teggj.
fied before Cop.
gress on the by
ance of paymengg
and healthcare finance reform.
Huntley, professor of English,

John Gunn 45

received his B.A. from Wisconsin Stage
University in 1953 and his M.A. ang
Ph.D. from the University of Wiscon-
sin. He taught at Northern Illinojs
University from
1956 to 1959 be-
fore coming to
W&L in 1962,
Huntley’s princi-
pal areas of teach-
ing are the British
novel and Rus-
sian literature in
translation. He
served as associ-
ate dean of stu-
dents and dean of
freshmen from 1977 to 1987, and as
assistant director of admissions from
1977 to 1980. Huntley is the author of
The Alien Protagonist of Ford Madox Ford
and articles on Gustave Flaubert and
Henry James. A Phi Beta Kappa, he re-
ceived the Ring-tum Phi award in 1981.
McGuire, professor of geology, re==
ceived his B.A. from the University of =
Tulsa in 1956, his
master’s from
Columbia Univer-
sity in 1957, and
his Ph.D from the
University of
[llinois in 1962
He was a geolo=
gist for TexacO
for four years
before coming t@
W&L in 1962
His fields of
interest are paleontology and geologi€
mapping in Virginia. He is also aB
accomplished clawhammer banjo playe®

Bob Huntley

Odell McGuire




Members of the Beale, Deadwyler, Harlan, LeFevre,
Leyburn, MeMurray, Taylor, and Thomas families
gather for the portrait unveiling May 2.

Leyourn + Socrates = God’

A Two-Day Celebration Commemorates the Life of W&L's Legendary Man of Letters

James Graham Leyburn—dean of the
University, professor of sociology and
anthropology, accomplished scholar and
pianist, and father figure to his nieces
and nephews—was remembered fondly
in ceremonies commemorating the dedi-
cation of the Leyburn Library at Wash-
ington and Lee May 27 and 28.

Following a Friday evening program
of music at the Lenfest Center featuring
professor of music emeritus Rob Stewart
and pianist Rob Vienneau ’87, "90L, for-
mer W&L president Robert E.R.
Huntley '50, ’57L moderated a panel
dl?cussi(m of Leyburn Saturday morning
Prl(?r to the 1 p.m. dedication ceremony,
Whlch. was attended by hundreds of
:)I:rTZ}einii -fricn(‘Js, including 18 mcm-

. -eyburn’s extended family. A
Z:c:;::j \d\nd plaque honori.ng the
$ &L dean were unveiled.

;

But the seminar perhaps celebrated
most what Leyburn was about. Con-
sidering Leyburn from a student’s per-
spective, trustee William M. Gottwald
’70 said, the words he kept returning to
were awe and inspiring. “There was an
aura, a presence, a physical something
about Leyburn to arriving students,” he
said. “He lived at a place called Mount
Olympus. Even students who only went
after the ‘gentleman’s C’ would go out
of their way to go to his classes.”

He added: “I have been exposed to a
lot of teachers in lots of schools, but
Leyburn was the antithesis of the
absent-minded professor. He was pre-
cise in his speech, precise in what he
presented to you; he was as organized as
could be, and objective.”

John M. McDaniel ’64, professor of
sociology at W&L, presented the acade-

mic side of Leyburn—the distinguished
scholar who wrote six books (including
The Haitian People and The Scotch-Irish: A
Social History) and numerous articles.
“Leyburn’s anthropology endorsed a
relativistic theory of culture that argued
that culture defined human behavior
and all cultures and the institutions they
comprised were worthy of study,” he
said. “He wrote with meticulous care,
but his scholarship was not devoid of
humor. His work has endured.”

Former bookstore manager Betty
Munger gave a picture of Leyburn as a
member of Lexington and Rockbridge
County and as a friend. “It was by way
of his music that the community came
to know him best,” she said. “The piano
remained a deep pleasure during his
entire life.” The night before his ap-
pointment as dean, she added, Leyburn



“wondered all night what sort of contri-
bution he could make toward his dream
of Washington and Lee’s academic
greatness. Today’s dedication is the
highest sort of evidence of Jimmy
Leyburn’s success toward that goal.”

Phillip W. Turner III ’58, president
and dean of Berkeley Divinity School at
Yale University, recalled Leyburn’s
“extraordinary” modesty and restraint in
reflecting on his active religious life.
“What I do remember as a student was a
man of sympathy and care who was wise
and allowed me to draw upon his
strength and wisdom when I had none
of my own,” he said. “He had an orderly
and focused life that to me was not a
sign of neurosis but of freedom.” As a
spiritual guide, he saw that college stu-
dents had religious questions. “Through
his life, God caught hold of some of us.”

On a whimsical note, nephew Boyd
H. Leyburn ’52 recalled his “first major
dilemma and crisis” as an entering
freshman at W&L—namely, how to
address his uncle. He suggested “Uncle
Dean” to his family, but wiser heads
prevailed—he called him Uncle Jimmy.

Finally, and fittingly, Gottwald
recalled seeing an old wooden table in
McCormick Hall where someone had
seen fit to scrawl the following message.
It said: Leyburn + Socrates = God.

Canfield Stepping Down
As Basketball Coach

Head men’s basketball coach Verne
Canfield has announced plans to step
down as Generals basketball coach after
the 1994-95 season. Canfield, a tenured
faculty member, will remain at W&L as
an associate professor of physical educa-
tion and will continue in his role as
intramural director.

Canfield, a 1955 graduate of Cal-
Santa Barbara, joined the W&L athletic
department in September 1964 as an
assistant professor of physical education
and head men’s basketball coach and
was elevated to associate professor sta-
tus in 1969. In 30 years at W&L, he has
compiled a record of 450-322, guiding
the Generals to College Athletic Confer-
ence championships in 1967, 1968, 1970,
and 1971; a Virginia Collegiate Athletic

Building Kids Playce: Kathekon members Jeffrey Buntin, Jane Finney, and Anne-Michelle

Langlois, all members of the Class of *95, lend a hand to the construction of Lexington’s new

playground. April 28 was designated as Building Day for the $70,000 park.

Association championship in 1976; and
Old Dominion Athletic Conference
championships in 1977, 1978, and 1980.

Ripken Comes Back

Junior Nicole Ripken was one of
W&L’s top women'’s lacrosse players in
1993 when she was diagnosed with a
brain tumor this
past January. Rip-
ken underwent six
hours of surgery to
remove the tumor,
which was found
to be benign but
still growing, and
doctors cleared
her to return to

the lineup in
April. Now she
wears a tae kwon do helmet for protec-
tion, and she’ll have to wear it for the
rest of her life in contact sports, but Rip-
ken wasted no time letting everyone
know she was back.

In W&L’s 15-9 win over Sweet Briar
on April 11, the Lutherville (Md.) resi-
dent scored six goals for the Generals.
Ripken went on to earn second-team
All-ODAC and honorable mention All-
Region honors after scoring 19 goals
with six assists in just nine games. “I'm
very, very fortunate,” she told Roanoke

Nicole Ripken

Times & World-News columnist Jag
Bogacyzk. “I'm lucky to still be playin
lacrosse, I'm fortunate to still be he
going to school, going to class. I'm pre
ably lucky to be alive.”

Faculty Bookshelf

TAXES ON KNOWLEDGE IN AMERICA, b
Randall P. Bezanson (University 0
Pennsylvania Press; $44.95). In his see
ond book, Bezanson examines the issul
of governmental taxation of the press, 0
taxes on knowledge and information
His principal focus is on the taxation ¢
current information published by
daily and periodical press, but he 4
discusses books, non-news periodicals
television and radio, telecommunie:
tions, computer networks, and the post
system. Bezanson retired in June aft
six years as dean of the School of Law.

THE CONCEPT OF FAITH: A PHILOSOF
ICAL INVESTIGATION, by William L2
Sessions (Cornell University Pre
cloth, $36.95). Using six theoreticd
models, Sessions analyzes and compd
seven different conceptions of faith
from Christian to secular, Hindu, af
Buddhist—to discern the “unity am¥
the diversity of these different conce
tions.” Sessions is professor of philo
phy and associate dean of the college-




rthur Retires to
éreenef Pastures

Jim Arthur has covered a lot of
gmund"ﬂ“d a great many buildings—
in three decades of service to W&L, in-
cluding 19 years
as superinten-
dent of buildings
and grounds. Be-
fore hanging up
his handle June
30, Arthur was
hailed at W&L’s
annual employ-
ee recognition

banquet: “He
knows our build-
ings; he knows his people,” said treasur-
er Larry Broomall. “He can be hard-
nosed and he can be like a little puppy
dog,” he added, “although I haven’t
seen him like a puppy very often.”

Cole, Huntley,
Wilson...Buckley?

William F. Buckley Jr. has been
called many things over the years, but
president of Washington and Lee wasn’t
one of them—until the Waskington and
Lee Spectator nominated the founder of
National Review
and host of TV’s
“Firing Line” to
the post on the
occasion of his
visit' ' ‘to ' ‘Lee
Chapel March
30. The notion
seemed to take
him somewhat

by surprise, but
the Yale-educat-
who is never at a loss for
friend, Hugh Newton

'S2, “If 1 . RO I .
. » “If I am drafted into that office, the
ISt thing T wil)

Orary dcgrcc,"

ed Buckley,

Words, wrote his

do is give you an hon-

;

You've Been a Strange
Audience—Good Night

Novelist Clyde Edgerton (Raney)
said a mouthful when he spoke in
Lee Chapel April 20. Reading from
his work-in-progress, Red Eyes,
wherein an attempt to shock a
mummy back to life only sets the
bandaged fossil on fire, he paused
and told the receptive crowd: “You
really are a strange audience.”

A Man, His Dog,
And His Portrait

If the image of James Graham
Leyburn that greets people walking
into the newly christened Leyburn
Library looks familiar, consult your
1949 Calyx. Ukrainian-born artist
Marcos Blahove worked from black-
and-white photos of the revered
W&L dean to create his portrait,
borrowing prominently from the
aforementioned yearbook photo.
Blahove, who lives in Greensboro,
N.C., is renowned for capturing the
likeness and spirit of his subjects—
he also painted the portrait of
Rupert Latture 15 that hangs in the
library. (His poodle simply hangs
around the studio.)
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The 39 Swings

Journalism and communications
professor Bob de Maria reviews a
collection of 78s and LPs donated
by the Hon. Bleakley James ’50L
with 39 choral and big-band record-
ings of “The W&L Swing”—Gene
Krupa, Kay Keyser, Pete Fountain,
you name ’em. Earle Palmer Brown
’44 assembled 20 of the best for a
tape for his reunion classmates.

Photos: Buckley (C. Taylor Crothers Il ‘93); Blahove (Brian D. Shaw)
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year remains until the com-
pletion of the Campaign for
Washington and Lee, which
had raised nearly $103 million
through June 1. The goal:
$127 million by June 30, 1995.

2

matching gifts totaling $5 mil-
lion have been offered for the
new science center. The
Christian A. Johnson Founda-
tion challenge ($1 for every $2
raised) has nearly been met;
the anonymous $4 million
“Match George” challenge,
matching gifts of $50,000 or
more, has attracted $1.2 mil-
lion so far.

10

issues of On the Shoulders of
Giants have carried more than
200 Campaign-related stories.

105

million in campaign commit-
ments have come through the
Annual Fund.

18

names have been added to
the Honored Benefactors Wall
(for lifetime gifts of $1 million
or more) since the Campaign
began. (There’s still room.)

N
\

million has been raised
endow academic progra
and professorships towar
total of $32 million.

29

million has been commi
by current and former m
bers of the University’s
of Trustees, Alumni Bo
and Law Council.

82

new scholarships have

created, and 8 new profi
ships have or will result
Campaign commitments.



foundatlons have contributed
$8,692,285 to the Campaign.

Another 183 corporations have
given $1,976,814.

482

double-degree holders have
contributed $5.9 million to
date. In addition, 482 current
and former faculty and staff
have committed $561,035.

131

Parents of current students
have given $828,249. From
M2 past parents: $5.8 million.

NG
ING

A

frlends have donated $9.9
million to the Campaign.
W&Ls philanthropic heritage
is rich with the gifts of those
who never attended the
University—beginning with
George Washington’s $50,000
gift of James River stock.

13,953

individual donors have already
made commitments so far to
the Campaign for Washington
and Lee. Did we forget any-
body?

NNO(=

A statistical
abstract of the
Campaign for
Washington and
Lee—so far



DOUBLE-
EDGED

With the 1977 publication of his first
book, The Sword of Shannara—an epic tale
of one man’s battle against evil in an alter-
nate reality replete with elves, gnomes,
trolls and dwarfs—Terry Brooks '69L was
heralded by some as the heir apparent to the
J.R.R. Tolkien throne. In fact, it was after
reading The Lord of the Rings as an English
literature major at Hamilton College that he
decided to become a writer in the genre, but
Brooks had at least one personal dragon that
needed slaying before that fantasy would
come true.

It all began a little more than 25 years ago,
in the less-than-enchanting world of law
school. Knight-errant Brooks was disconsolate,
and on the verge of packing his bags and leav-
ing for home, when he decided to take up arms
by retreating into his own imagination. There
he discovered the Sword of Shannara, an
ancient talisman endowed with Druid magic
and capable of defeating a seemingly invincible
evil—namely, torts and contracts.

“I hated law school—I really did. I still despise
it,” Brooks says by telephone from Toronto,
where he’s promoting his 11th novel, The Tangle
Box. “It was a good thing, I guess, because I got so
upset about the way things were going, I just decid-
ed that I had to do something with myself besides
staring at the television set during my free time, so |
started working on Sword.”

After graduating from W&L, Brooks returned
home to northern Illinois and joined a small firm, but
he continued to write as well. Eight years and 726 pages
later, with the publication of The Sword of Shannara,

Terry Brooks 69L is
living every lawyers
fantasy, but the best-
selling author of the
Shannara series i
licked that magic
gets as bad a rap
as law school
BY MARK

MATTOX

7
0’0

12

against people with their problems, and try
resolve them.”

enormous success—he’s a household name for f2 »
fantasy literature—but he remains chagrined that.
average reader doesn’t take the genre more seriou
“There are some misconceptions about what fantasy
about;
John Grisham book, which takes place in the here @

/

Brooks suddenly found himself perched hi
upon The New York Times best-seller list. It
position he’s become accustomed to: 11 ¢
secutive best-sellers with 11.4 million cop

in print. Sword spawned two sequels (
Elfstones of Shannara and The Wishso
Shannara) as well as the four-book Herita

of Shannara series, which takes place 3
years later. Brooks gave up his law practice
1985 to transport readers to magic places fi
time. And to think it all began in Lexington.

In looking for a law school, Broo

recalls, “I wanted a small school with a g
academic reputation, and Washington andA
was the place that finally emerged from
that.” But given his acknowledged misgi ‘71
about the experience, why practice
“Before Nixon and Watergate and all the
stuff, lawyers were pretty good people and W
highly respected, and looked upon kindly,
explains. “I lived in a small town, and
lawyers who lived there did whatever they €6
with whatever walked through the door, and ¢
worked one-on-one with people, and that ¥
very attractive. And for a person who was a D
ding writer, it was also attractive to come

As a lawyer-turned novelist, Brooks has achiev

that it’s otherworldy and not as accessible as §:



Brooks began 'T'he Sword of Shannara
even as he struggled with his studies at WEL..

“The third year was good,” he says, “but my

first year was hell on earth.”




now,” he says. “People think they don’t like fantasy, but they
read it, and they don’t even realize it. A book like Skoeless Joe,
which was made into the movie Field of Dreams, is a perfect
example of a contemporary fantasy.”

Reading fantasy isn’t exactly like reading Nathaniel
Hawthorne—which is good news in itself—but that’s also sort
of the point: Like other popular genre fiction such as mystery,
romance, or western, readers gobble up a favorite writer’s
books “like pieces of candy,” says Brooks, whose turnout is
already prolific and accelerating, as he now plans to publish a
book a year for at least the next decade.

But Brooks’ novels are more than bubble gum for the mind.
Rich in language and detail, and evocative of Tolkien, the
Shannara stories address real-world issues ranging from racial
genocide to environmental crises, even as the characters
inhabit a world very different from this one. Lighter in tone
and metaphorically autobiographical is his Magic Kingdom of
Landover series, which Brooks began in 1986 with the publi-
cation of Magic Kingdom for Sale—Sold!

Kingdom’s hero is Ben Holiday, a disenchanted Chicago
lawyer who finds a magic kingdom listed for sale in a
Christmas catalog for $1 million. At once incredulous and
hopeful, Ben buys into it and soon finds himself with a set of
directions that take him to Milepost 13 on the Blue Ridge
Parkway, about an hour north of Lexington, where to his
amazement he is magically conveyed to the otherworldly king-
dom of Landover (see excerpt below). As Landover’s new king,
Ben takes claim to a castle known as Sterling Silver, but he
also inherits a host of new problems as the administrator of a
feudal state—not to mention the challenge of competing in a
duel to the death with an evil demon lord.

“When I started out with the series, Ben Holiday was very
much me,” says Brooks, who grew up in the Illinois steel town
of Sterling. “He has drifted away quite a bit over the years . . .
I was in a fairly dark place in my life when I wrote that story,
and now I’'m pretty contented, and things are going good.”

The Tangle Box, Brooks’ latest offering, continues the

YOU ARE NOW
LEAVING VIRGI:

He reached the entrance to the Skyline Drive in a little more than thirty minutes and turned south o -
The two lane highway wound steadily upward into the Blue Ridge, weaving through the tangle of fores: £
mountain rock, rising into the late November sunlight ... :

Holiday saga. “He’s gotten away from his life, but he ¢q
quite get away from what life requires of him. It’s the
idea—I’m not a lawyer anymore, but you never get away
the fact that there are legal demands out there, and whae
know about the law comes into play in peripheral ways, A
that’s what Ben has found out in his tenure as king over
that he doesn’t completely break free.”

Brooks divides his time these days between homes in
and Hawaii with his wife of seven years, Judine. It’s a wq
away from his childhood experiences in the Midwest, where ¢
idea of reading science fiction was seen as something reprehe
sible. “In the town I grew up in, we didn’t even have a b,
store—it was just a newsstand—and the science fiction y
stocked back next to the skin mags,” he recalls. “As a boy, y
had to walk back there, and you knew they were watching y
and it was very uncomfortable.”

Brooks occasionally speaks to groups of educators, read
associations, and librarians to underscore the importance
reading in his own life and to warn against the literary cens;
he experienced as a youth. “I like to stress the difficulties tha
encountered growing up in the ’50s and early '60s with edu
tors who limited what you could read and tried to say, ‘Read
Scarlet Letter, don’t waste your time on that trashy science f
tion,” and to explain the importance of allowing young read
access to whatever interests them,” he says. “They’ll find th
way to The Scarlet Letter sooner or later, if you give them tl
opportunity.”

Brooks is busy finishing up his next book, Witch’s Brew, ¢
fifth installment in the Landover series, which is scheduled |
release sometime next year. He plans to begin work on
entirely new series in the fall, which he promises will take
his most loyal readers to places they’'ve never been before.

All of which begs the question: Does Brooks really just ma
these things up? Or does he actually live part-time in anotl
dimension, only to return to this world to write about his ady
tures? “Metaphorically, it’s definitely real,” says Brooks, lau
ing a bit at the idea. “It’s pretty much where I live.” @

He was in a clearing. The forest rose up all about him, misted and dark, but he could still glimpse trace:

daylight beyond its screen. He started to his feet.
It was then that he saw the dragon.

14

—From Magic Kingdom For Sale



“When I win, I can make a difference,” says Brock, campaigning in his adopted Maryland.

WARRIORS

By William Cocke

Politics. You know, the subject that,
along with religion (and these days,
coeducation at VMI), is to be avoided at
all costs at a dinner party.

For three Washington and Lee grad-
uates, politics is not a dirty word. To
them, public service is a calling that is as
necessary as breathing and as noble as
the ministry. “Politics is the most exhil-
arating, challenging, rewarding career I
can think of,” says the Hon. William E.
Brock III ’53, Republican candidate for
the U.S. Senate in Maryland. “You’re
trying to represent the best that’s in
people, whether it’s in a small town, a
district, or a state. It will test you like
nothing else. Your friends will be true,
because there’s only one commodity of

} 8

any value in politics: your integrity.”

Whether they are keepers of the
GOP flame, such as Brock and Robert
W. Goodlatte '77L, Republican con-
gressman for Virginia’s Sixth District; or
Clinton Administration stalwarts, such
as William M. Webster 1V '79, chief of
staff for Education Secretary Dick
Riley, these three alumni hearken back
to a political ideal that owes more to the
moderating influence of that great anti-
politician, Robert E. Lee, than to the
current level of shrillness in public
debate. Whatever their reasons for
entering the system, they have managed
to bring a level of decency, civility, and
hard work to the increasingly bitter and
divisive world of politics.
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“We need to bring government closer to the people,”

Bill Brock got his first taste of politics
as a poll-watcher for Dwight D. Eisen-
hower during the 1956 presidential elec-
tion in his heavily Democratic home-
town of Chattanooga, Tenn. Brock, who
had yet to declare a party affiliation, dis-
covered that Republican poll-watchers
were not very popular: He was physical-
ly threatened on election day, as were
members of his family and friends—and
the authority figures in charge did noth-
ing to stop the goings-on. “They all said
it was someone else’s responsibility,” he
“It got me angry and [ said to
myself that whoever was running the
town ought not to be there.”

Eight years later, Brock became the

recalls.

first Republican in more than 40 years to
be elected to the House of Represen-
tatives from Tennessee’s Third District,
and today he has one of the longest poli-
tical resumes in the GOP. His current
effort to oust Democrat Paul Sarbanes
from his U.S. Senate seat in Maryland is
just the latest chapter in a 32-year politi-
cal saga. If Brock is successful—and the
word on the street gives him a very good
shot at the Republican nomination in
September—he will be the first person
since 1870 to represent more than one
state in the Senate.

Brock was first elected to the Senate
in 1970, unseating veteran Democrat
Albert Gore Sr. Losing a re-election bid

16

says Goodlatte, talking to vets in Lynchburyg.

in 1976, he was promptly elected nation-
al chairman of the Republican party, and
is credited with bringing the GOP back
from the Waterloo of Watergate. By suc-
cessfully opening up the party to
minorities, blue-collar workers, and
young people, he helped pave the way
for Ronald Reagan’s victory in 1980.

In reward for his service to the party
and drawing on Brock’s experience in
economics, President Reagan appointed
e in 1981.
He went on to become the 18th secre-
tary of labor during Reagan’s second
term, bowing out in 1987 to run Sen.

him U.S. Trade Representative

Bob Dole’s failed presidential campaign.
In 1989, he formed The Brock Group,
an international trade consulting firm.

It was back in the private sector that
Brock began to notice in society an in-
cremental erosion in traditional values,
and it worried him. All he had to do was
to imagine what life would be like for
his grandchildren—and that was
enough, he says, for him to throw his hat
back into the ring and try a second run
at the Senate, this time in his adopted
state of Maryland.

Asked whether the game of politics is
worse now than it was 30 years ago,
Brock gives an unequivocal yes. Back
then, he says, “you knew what you were
up against when you were dealing with
the bosses. Politics was fun, there was

energy and excitement in doing things
Today, he notes, partisanship hag ¢,
on a “mean and personal and bitte
“I have a lot of good and hones
Democratic friends, but it has gotten
the point where the only things we ¢,
about are the things that don’t coupe»

[t’s too soon to tell whether the
Senate race will be fought on the iSSues
or on things that don’t much coyp
(Brock’s campaign was plagued early op
with residency questions). Even ik

tone:

Sarbanes’ own political liabilitics—he'
called the “Stealth Senator” at home.
Maryland remains heavily Democratje
If nominated, Brock will have a brygal
eight weeks between the open primz
on Sept. 13 and the general election
But W&L professor of politics Willjam
Connelly says the contest will be inter-
esting to watch because Brock is “a seri-
ous and talented candidate who is well
respected and will bring in all sorts of
experience.”

Why leap back into the fray? “It’s in
my blood,” Brock admits. And it’s one
of the few areas where one person with
a passion can still effect change: “I have
a passion for education, free enterprise,
and the restoration of values,” he says.
“All of this I'm willing to fight for.”

But is it still fun? Brock thinks for
minute and replies: “Yes. Still. Welly
two out of three days it is.” |

Freshman Congressman Bob GOOd-‘_
latte is beginning to sound like a sea-
soned politician. Running for re-election
on a record of congressional reform and
fiscal responsibility, he advocates limit=
ed government and increased decentral-
ization. “We need to bring government
closer to the people,” he says. “The far=
ther away it goes, the less effective it 15
Public servants should always knO'.
where their constituents are.’ .

Goodlatte began gravitating toward
his future calling as a government mﬂj‘_",
at Bates College in Lewiston, Me. In hiS
first taste of electoral success, he Was
chosen to be president of the student
governing body. As a first-year law S&&
dent in Lexington, Goodlatte marn
his college sweetheart and campaig
partner, Maryellen Flaherty, in ':
Chapel (she worked for a year befor€



“honest broker” to
ducation Dick Riley.

“)'/L\'/r /'.,\' ,//,"' !
his boss, Secret £

entering the law school’s class of 1978).
Living the classic “hand-to-mouth exis-
tence,” as he recalls it, of a struggling
voung law student, he worked his way
;hrough school, at one point selling 77me
and Sports I/lustrated subscriptions and
working in the Bluebird bus factory in
Buena Vista one summer.

After graduating, Goodlatte worked
as Republican Congressman Caldwell
Butler’s district office manager for the
next two years. T'he Holyoke (Mass.)
native came to know Virginia’'s sixth
congressional district like the back of his
hand, groundwork that would pay off 13
years later. “This district is the size of
Connecticut,” he explains. “I traveled
from Monterey to Lynchburg, Roanoke
to Waynesboro, and all points in be-
tween, getting to know the constituents
and listening to their problems.”

In 1980, he founded his own private
law practice in Roanoke, later becoming
4 partner in the firm of Bird, Kinder,
Huffman. He served as Roanoke City
Republican Committee chairman from
1989 t0 1983, headed the local Bush for
President effor in 1988, and chaired the
fommittee to re-clect Sen. John Warner
s 1999. But it was incumbent Democrat
‘::::‘ (iihln(;;)dccisiun not to seek re-elec-

e that prompted Goodlatte to
Play-h,s hand. With a slogan that
Promised “Republican leadership—for a

;

change,” he campaigned on a platform
that united the disparate elements of his
party, and handily defeated Democratic
opponent Steve Musselwhite. Goodlatte
has no formal Democratic opposition yet
as he seeks re-election in November.
LLike many of his freshman col-
leagues, Goodlatte has pushed for Con-
gressional reform from day one. He’s all
for term limits, and he advocates spend-
ing cuts as a partial remedy for bringing
the deficit under control. In fact, Good-
latte considers himself a business-ori-
ented member of the House, an old-
fashioned conservative in a moderate-to-
conservative district. He has been active
in planning for two proposed interstates
that, if approved, would run through the
southwest portion of the district: “Even
though they are probably 30 years from
completion, we need to plan now.”

On the first Friday in June, fresh
from an assault on the West Buttress of
Mt. McKinley, Billy Webster still sports
a trim, gray-flecked beard. In anticipa-
tion of a long, hot Washington summer,
this souvenir of four weeks of sub-zero
temperatures will be gone by Monday as
Webster turns his energies to tackling
the mountain of paperwork on his desk.

As chief of staff for Secretary of Edu-
cation Richard W. Riley, Webster serves
as liaison with the White House, but his
primary responsibility is controlling the
flow of information to his boss. With a
staff of more than 5,000 in a Cabinet
department with a $31 billion budgert,
that can mean diverting a lot of people
and paper. “What I have to do is focus
on the two to three things that matter
most and bring them to the Secretary’s
attention,” Webster says, “so that he has
time to focus on the big issues and not
the 2,000 little things that come up.”

Webster is ideally suited to be the
point man for the former South Carolina
governor, having known Riley since
childhood. “He and my father are the
same age,” explains the Greenville
(S.C.) native, “and my family has been
involved in his political campaigns.
Next to my father, there is no one [ feel
a closer kinship to than Dick Riley.”

Another high-ranking Democrat in
Washington with whom Webster is close

(and is an occasional jogging partner)
lives at 1600 Pennsylvania Avenue. “I
got to know Bill Clinton about eight or
nine years ago,” says Webster, who
served as S.C. finance chairman for the
Clinton campaign in 1992. When Clin-
ton asked Riley to become head of
Presidential personnel during the transi-
tion, Webster—in town for a one-year
stint as a White House Fellow—was
chosen by Riley to join the transition
team. When the ex-governor went over
to Education, Webster went with him.
“A lot of what I do now is not unre-
lated to what I used to do,” he says. As
head of Carabo Inc., which operates 27
Bojangle’s Famous Chicken 'n’ Biscuits
franchises in South Carolina, Webster
managed some 1,000 employees and
saw firsthand those whom the public
school system had passed by: “I devel-
oped an interest in public education
because I dealt with its failures.”
Webster sees the Department of Ed-
ucation as a catalyst for change, a bully
pulpit through which Clinton and Riley
can communicate their ideas. His hope
is that the passage and signing in April
of the Goals 2000: Educate America Act,
the first piece of major educational
reform legislation in 20 years, will bring
positive change to the nation’s public
schools. “The cornerstone of the pro-
gram is the establishment of world-class
standards for core subjects: English,
mathematics, science, history, geogra-
phy, foreign languages, and art,” he
explains. “The United States is the only
industrialized nation that does not have
legitimate expectations of its students.
If we want to compete with our peers,
we have to improve our standards.”
Webster’s long-term plans to return
to the private sector have picked up
speed since his mountain sojourn in
May: As this magazine was going to
press, he announced plans to step down
from his Education post and return to
the private sector in Greenville. “One
should serve and then go back to where
you came from,” he says, pointing to
Cincinnatus, the famous Roman general
and statesman, as a role model. “There
has to be some sort of grounding—oth-
erwise, it’s too easy to lose touch with
what real people have to deal with.” &
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John Ellis ’56 has always loved old
buildings. “I find endless fascination
with what you can do with an old build-
ing,” says the New York City-based
architect, and part of his practice is sim-
ply historic restoration of older buildings
in and around the nation’s largest city.

But it’s the other side of his work—
working with affordable housing and
special needs population—that brings
out skills that hearken back less to days
in architectural school at MI'T, and more
to his experiences as a wrestler at W&L.
“One of my younger associates sees
himself and me as Batman and Robin
because we climb up fire escapes and go
across roofs,” says the 1955 Mathis War
Memorial Trophy winner for his contri-
butions to the wrestling squad. “There’s

a certain adventure to it.”
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It typically begins, he says, with
“some of the most awful, frightening
buildings that you’ve ever seen—build-
ings that are absolutely dangerous to
walk in.” His recent or current projects
include: an alcohol crisis center and
transitional reception center; single
room occupancy units (or SROs) for the
homeless mentally ill and partially dis-
abled homeless adults; a community res-
idence for severely mentally retarded
adults; and the conversion of a long-
vacant and deteriorating school into 73
low- and moderate-income apartments.

“I guess I've always cared about shel-
ter and I've had an interest in people
who have less than others,” he explains.
“It’s something that I've done almost
from the beginning, although I didn’t
see it as a pattern until recently. After
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I've drawn up something, I say, if | Were
living here, which apartment would |
want and why?. Then you start thinking

Ellis’s interest in architecture dates
back well before he entered Washington
and Lee, when he designed his first
building (“not that it got built”) a¢ the
age of 15. But it was while [aking 4
course under Marshall Fishwick, then

about how to make them better.”

associate professor of American studies,
titled American Art and Architecturc"
that a blueprint for his life’s work
emerged. “For a term project, you had b
choice of either writing something of
designing your dream house,” he recalls,
“and so of course I chose to design my
dream house. So I was working up in the
engineering lab where the drawing
tables were, and I was so wrapped up in
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[ was doing that the next thing I

vhat S . ot i

\ v [ was missing dinner. I figured,

knev ;

this 1s tryltr
After gr duat

1o to tell me something.

ing from W&L, Ellis

ed for a year in engineering—“It

\\'()l’k ;
ed me that I did not want to be
.ngineer”—and from there he stud-
an c =4 2 B . .
:od architecture at MIT, graduating in
ic ) 2
1961. Then he went to England to work
with a wom
work at MI']
pand with a W ell-known architectural

“] made a commitment to stay

convinc

an (who had reviewed his

as a critic) and her hus-

pr;lcticc.
” he says, “and I wound up

_\liLi\\ ay through his stay, he became
involved with a group of eight working-
class London families who had banded
together in what was called a self-built

group. They w anted to build houses,
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one for each family, in a narrow piece of
land, 60 feet wide, that had been used
for a railway (it’s called a railroad cut-
ting). Ellis designed a block of maison-
ettes for the families which they built
with their own hands over evenings,
weekends, and vacations over a two-year
period.

Ellis recalls the experience fondly.
“When you’re working with a develop-
er, the developer makes the decisions—
you don’t know who’s going to live
there as individuals. But in this case, |
was working with the actual future resi-
dents, and I could feel their excitement
in the whole creative process. So the
whole thing worked.”

In 1977, Ellis ventured to Iran as one
of four architects hired by a Persian
engineering firm to design a new town
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BY DICK ANBERSON

for 7,000 lower-middle-income families
built, he says, “on traditional Persian
planning principles.” Every apartment
had a shaded verandah facing south
because of “a mystical attitude that they
had toward the sun,” he recalls. “At the
same time, on a religious note, we had
to be extremely careful that none of the
toilets faced Mecca.” The design won a
number of awards, and a second town
was planned, but construction dragged
on in the preliminary stages when trou-
ble broke out in the form of the
Avyatollah. “We got out of Iran just
ahead of the revolution,” he says.
“Through the World Court at the
Hague, we managed to collect our fees
over a number of years.”

Back in the States, Ellis and his
American partners in Iran did a variety




On location: John Ellis at the Lower East Side site of La Casa de Esperanza, a mutual

housing project for 48 lower-income families—he creates “happy opportunities” out of blight.

of things, including building a 100-unit
high-rise in Denver during the go-go
"80s before closing a branch office there
after the oil glut hit. Another project
entailed designing a theater complex for
Michael Bennett, the Tony award-win-
ning director and choreographer of A
Chorus Line and Dreamgirls. “He wanted
to have a theater with a good stage
where he could stage his own shows
with a practice stage in the same build-
ing built to the exact same proportions,
meaning a show could be rehearsed
down to every detail of the blocking and
everything before moving it upstairs.”
Suddenly, Bennett lost interest in the
venture overnight—“At that time, we
hadn’t even heard of the word AIDS”—
and the project quietly died. (Bennett
succumbed to AIDS in 1987.) “We're
very much subject to international
events, personal events, everything,”
Ellis says of his business. “It’s a roller-
coaster.”

By 1985, Ellis was eager to do things
his own way, “without being slowed
down by partners,” so he formed his
own firm. John Ellis & Associates now
employs eight or nine architects working
on 10 or so projects with long gestation
periods. “Since I established my own
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firm, we've really done a lot of things for
people with special needs,” he says. “At
a certain level, it was going back to the
kinds of people I had originally worked
with in that self-built project.”

Most of Ellis’s clients are nonprofit
providers of social services, and typical
of his work is an SRO housing project
for the homeless mentally ill located on
the Lower East Side just south of
Houston Street. “It’s not SoHo—it’s not
trendy,” Ellis says. “The residents are
people who have already gone through
some kind of care and have got their life
at least somewhat under control.” While
many of these people hold down a job,
so many of them are also chemical
abusers—perhaps two-thirds to three-
quarters of them—that there’s a name
for this group: mentally ill chemical
abusers, or MICAs.

“These are some of the most vulnera-
ble people in the entire city,” he ex-
plains, because their chemical addiction
makes it almost impossible for them to
find a home, and homelessness makes it
almost impossible to get over their
chemical addiction. “You can’t do it
without some kind of stable place.”

Working with limited resources and
limited space, Ellis and his associates

created an environment that allows for
certain level of independence: small,
individual units with shared bathrocm
and kitchenette as well as a commy
kitchen and dining room. Other feature. I
go a little bit beyond what would pe
normally provided. “We were abje toll
justify the introduction of air conditigp.
ing based on the fact if SomeOdy’s
going to live in here, in New York, with
all this heat reflecting off the streets,
these rooms would become absolute g
hothouses—essentially negating the 3
effect of these medications, which are
lS()[r()pIC.

Functional items such as chair rajlg
protect the walls and reduce the cost of
maintenance, as well as being decora-

tive. “We consider the colors—fairly
pale but usually fairly warm—to be
enormously important in this environ-
ment,” he adds. “The last thing we
want to do is have anything that has an
institutional kind of flavor. We're cer-
tainly trying to provide a residential
character—a non-threatening, friendly,
human kind of facility.” ,

To further enhance the livability of
the facility, Ellis removed the fire
escapes in the front and rear, creating an
hourglass escape in the courtyard that
has become a model for other architects
to follow. And once the building was
washed, he says, “it was classic Cin-
derella.” Buried underneath decades of
filth was a pinkish gold brick and richly
decorated facades of white terra cotta.
Not bad for century-old tenements built
for the “poorest of poor” families: “At
the time it was a casual thing to do,” he

doing that now.” .

One of Ellis’s most satisfying projects
took him back to the self-built philoso- -
phy that had worked so well in London
Once again he was working with a group '
of lower-income families who were theif {
own clients, supported in their venture
by a group called the Mutual Housing
Association. “It’s a concept that Was
originated in western Europe and h’:‘:
been used there for quite some time -
he says. “The residents are all require¢
to put up some money, and as in a c0=0F
they will be self-governing and the¥
essentially own their apartment and
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- it on to their children, and
n pass it 0
they €@

heir childrcn's children, and so on.
3 s a certain kind of person to

“J¢ take b,
articipate in this,” he adds, “someone
pith ambition and an entrepreneurial
w

¢. who is willing to do something to
hemselves, and is prepared to
s might take some

spil’i
improve ¢ :
recognize that thi :
time. These are not your typical home-
Jess with lots of problems—they have
cheir lives very much undc”r control and
they know what they want. .

When Ellis first visited the site, cho-
sen by the families, to check the build-
ing's dimensions—the building was so
old there were no plans on file—what he
found were five of the worst tenements
he'd ever seen, vacant and exposed to
the elements. “The windows were all
blocked up at the lower levels, and I had
to go in through the fire escapes,” he
recalls. Staring down an open tower six
stories high, Ellis and his associates
found they weren’t the only ones with
designs on the building. “It was a drug
supermarket below,” he says. “There
were people criss-crossing these court-
yards, using the basement or the first
floor. They had their own way of getting
in and getting out.”

At one point he stepped on a pile of
rubble—*“the floorboards underneath it
had completely rotted”—and Ellis fell
waist deep through the floor. Of course,
the rest of the building wasn’t much
better. Windows at the front and rear
provided what little light came into the
micro-sized apartments—25-foot-wide
and 90-foot-deep spaces divided into
four units. The five- and six-story build-
ings were stacked back-to-back on 100-
foot lots, leaving little room for sunlight.
“It was just an inhumane form of liv-
ing,” Ellis says.

. What the architect did was to demol-
ish half of one of the five tenements
In order to create a courtyard for all
erC buildings. “We removed a por-
"Ofl Where the two buildings were
Pointing at an angle toward each
Pthe"’ Plus the rear yard of one build-
L“g [?lus the rear yard of another
all:ll;d;:ﬁ;’ 'I‘f?c‘ result was @ “rcmark;
he . “rou? courtyard f'flcmg soutFl,
Kind of,s a “()?derfully light-catching
pace.” (He calls the process

;

“creating by taking away.”) In addition,
the communal spaces normally found in

basements suddenly opened off of a’

bright, sunny space, allowing for win-
dows directly into the basement.
“Tenants in three sides of this courtyard
could look right into the windows of this
space with a feeling of security. Anyone
going in and out would be clearly visi-
ble.” All totaled, the new central court-
yard benefited 27 of the 48 apartments,
many of which had seen virtually no
light and air for 75 years.

By closing in light shafts across every
level, he increased interior space and
created entrance corridors into many of
the apartments. “You can stand in this
entry foyer and can see the original
shape of it,” he says. The doorway was
originally a
window, and
the doorways
into each of
the bedrooms
were formerly
windows—
“There were
some happy
opportunities
on the site,”

Ellis notes.

The resi-
dents began
moving into their
new apartments in
December 1992—but
not before Ellis had
one major scare along ]
the way. “We had \
completed our de-
signs, but did not have
funding in place yet when

r— ————
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|
i
|
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An overhead view of Ellis’s
plans for the courtyard.

we got a report that there had been a
huge fire over the weekend in our build-
ing and that part of it had collapsed,” he
recalls. “My heart sank—the city usually
will slap a demolition on the building—
and I could only think one thing: If it
could only be the portion of the building
we were planning to demolish.”

In fact, two rival gangs had waged a
war in Ellis’ building, and one of them
torched the other, collapsing the part
Ellis was going to demolish. “Not only
that,” he says, “but it means that we
could at least visualize what the court-
yard was going to look like.” He smiles.
“It’s things like this that would make
some people true believers.” ®
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arch 21 is a

lucky day for Mark
Mitschow ’84—and not just
because that’s the day he
was accepted to Washington
and Lee. Nine years later, on
that same date, he drove his
girlfriend, Gabrielle, to
Lexington all the way from
College Park, Md., and
showed her the campus, and
the Colonnade, and all the
places you might show any
first-time visitor. Then he
took Gaby into Lee Chapel,
sitting down in the seat
where General Lee once
sat—front row, left pew, left
side—and as a baroque quar-
tet rehearsed a Bach sonata
for a performance in the
chapel that evening, he
popped the question. “I
asked her to marry me,” he
recalls over reunion week-
end at another local institu-
tion, Zollmans Pavillion.
“When she said yes, the peo-
ple watching the rehearsal
applauded.”

For many years now, Lee
Chapel has been one of the
most popular tourist sites in
Lexington, drawing some
55,000 visitors annually. But
in recent years, an increasing
number of those venturing
inside the 19th-century bur-
ial site for General Lee and
his descendants leave with
more than just a handful of
postcards. They’re taking
their vows in the presence of
the recumbent statue of
Robert E. Lee.

In 1976, when retired U.S.
Navy Captain Robert C.

24

Wark Mitschow 84 popped the question where Lee sat. And if Gaby
had said no? “I'd have bought her a bus ticket back to Maryland.”

Peniston came to Washing-
ton and Lee to be the first,
and so far only, full-time
director of Lee Chapel, there
were all of 12 ceremonies.
Last year, that number had
climbed to 29, and in the
first five months of 1994, he
has 20 weddings on the
books, with one or more cer-
emonies scheduled in the
128-year-old chapel for just
about every weekend of the
peak summer months.

Who takes their vows at
Lee Chapel? Daughters and
sons of Washington and Lee
presidents, for starters: In
1988, Anthony Wilson, son of
President and Mrs. John
Wilson, married Melinda
Phillips, and the Wilsons’

daughter, Sara, is getting
married in Lee Chapel in
September. Martha and
Katie Huntley, daughters of
former W&L president
Robert E.R. Huntley ’50,
571, said their vows in Lee
Chapel in 1982 and 1985,
respectively—the only can-
dlelight services ever permit-
ted in the chapel, and a tes-
tament to the persistence of
the mother of the brides. “I
fought to get the candles,”
Evelyn Huntley recalls with
a chuckle. “Having lived on
campus and worked the desk
in Lee Chapel during their
high school years, the girls
never considered getting
married anywhere else.”

And of course, thanks to

coeducation, the chape] hg,
become a hot spot for those
couples exchanging doubje
W&L nuptials, such as 199;
grads Elizabeth Dale Wyare
and Peter Klingelhofer, whe
said their vows in June, “We
met at W&L and got
engaged at Fancy Dress,®
says Pete, son of Carrgl
Klingelhofer ’65, "68L, “so
seems natural to get married
at W&L, too.” As Derick
Cooper '94, who marrie
Beckwith Archer "90, *93L
the chapel two days after k
June 2 graduation, says, g
ting married in Lee Chapel
“culminates the whole W&
experience.” ]

The Cooper/Archer wed:
ding may well be the pa
digm of the total Washingtor
and Lee experience. Frorn
the fathers of the bride and
groom (Raleigh R. Archer '61
and Frederick E. Cooper
'64, respectively) to the
groomsmen (10 in all, includ:
ing Beckwith’s brother
Patrick, a 1993 grad) anc
bridesmaids, put them al
together, and it’s practicall
an alumni chapter gather
ing—only the name tags af€
missing. Professor of English
emeritus Sidney M.B. Co
ling 46 even spoke befor
the ceremony about the
University, and he was fo
lowed by an alumni cho
singing “Shenandoah” uncy
the direction of Alex H.l
'91. Says blushing bri
Beckwith: “Lee Chapel fe€
more sacred than any chur€
I've ever walked into.”



trange as it may
seem NOW, there was a time
when getting married in Lee
Chapel would have hccn. the
furthest thing from consider-
ation. “When [.ee died, his
bier was on display in the
chapel,” explains Mary
Coulling, author of The Lee
Girls. “After his death, every-
one remembered his funeral
and would not have consid-
ered getting married there.
The prevailing feeling then
was that the chapel was a
memorial to Lee.”

Times have
since—somebody even sug-

changed

gested putting a corsage on
the recumbent Lee’s lapel a
few years back, which
Peniston rejected—and for
the last several decades
(sadly, there are no records
of chapel activity dating back
before the 1970s), weddings
in Lee Chapel were not
unusual at all, unless you
consider the parties in-
volved. Emily Pearse, who
worked in Lee Chapel for
many years after the death of
her husband, Frederic M.P.
Pearse °28, *31L, and is now
a hostess emeritus, remem-
bers one “not-so-young”
couple from Bath County
Who came to Lexington to
?;‘}:narri.cd in Lee Chapel:
'he bride showed up in a
bright req velvet dress and a
full-length whice mink coat.”
Pearse, 92, grew up on
;::‘Il:;;iwkhilg her father,
k. Univc ‘.-“%“ t‘rcas.urcr of
ey erslt‘y She is well
ered for playing the

;

A /l\/// \.////1. Retired Navy (u'//.’///h‘ Robert Penistor

married Patrick Sie

piano and the organ and has
been praised as one of the
few people who could play
that finicky organ in Lee
Chapel. “That organ lends
itself to very little modern

y

music,” she says. Sometimes
couples requested unusual,
sometimes inappropriate,
music for their wedding, but
more often than not the
vows were in keeping with
the dignity befitting the so-
called “Shrine of the South.”
Once, Pearse recalls, a cadet
from VMI wanted to show
his admiration for General
Lee by saying his vows in
front of him. “The groom
and all the groomsmen wore
their VMI dress uniforms
and the uniforms fit that old

's daughter, Lisa,

'76 in Lee Chapel in November 1981.

building perfectly,” she says.
“It was the most handsome
wedding I ever saw there.”
The nondenominational
chapel is frequently chosen
as a wedding site to compro-
mise church differences; as
neutral territory, it often
plays host to mixed-religion
weddings and occasionally
mixed marriages of a differ-
ent sort: between cadets and
coeds. “It’s the most beauti-
ful chapel,” explains Pam
Kelly '92, a journalism grad-
uate living in Roanoke who
plans to wed 1994 VMI grad-
uate and regimental com-
mander Jon Lauder in
August. “You feel the pres-
ence of Robert E. Lee,” she
adds, “and it embodies the

spirit of Washington and Lee
and the same ideals and val-
ues that are upheld at VML.”
In the last 30 years, Louis
Hodges, Fletcher Otey
Thomas Professor of Bible at
W&L, has performed 52
weddings, 39 of them in Lee
Chapel, and he tries to
accommodate requests from
the bride and groom, no mat-
ter how offbeat. For in-
stance, John Bass, an ardent
Civil War enthusiast, met
bride-to-be Lisa Rogers "91L
on a Civil War tour, and the
groom subsequently engaged
the curator of the Stonewall
Jackson Museum in Win-
chester, Va., to personally
bring Jackson’s own 1848
Episcopal leather-bound
prayer book for the Lee
Chapel nuptials. But the
curator “wouldn’t let me
touch the pages of the old
book,” Hodges says. “I had
to wear thin white cotton
gloves—which she had
brought with her—during
the entire service.”
Washington and Lee’s
wedding policy, which is not
quite set in stone, stipulates
that the chapel is open to
anyone with
W&L, but requests are hon-
ored from those at VMI and
area women’s colleges and
exceptions are made,
Peniston adds, “if they can
make a good case.” Recent

associated

examples include a Lexing-
ton police officer and a cou-
ple who, upon passing
through the town, settled on
the site and were coming
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back to be married in June—
there is no set fee to get mar-
ried in Lee Chapel, but con-
tributions to the University
are tactfully encouraged.

With a capacity of 620,
Lee Chapel is large enough
to accommodate large wed-
dings, although the lack of
certain amenities, such as a
proper dressing room, has
resulted in some frenzied
petticoat action; Frank
Parsons ’54, head of capital
planning at W&L, recalls a
Saturday in Washington Hall
when he ran into a slew of
bridesmaids in various stages
of undress who thought they
had the administrative build-
ing to themselves.

Other questions to be
answered include the statue
chamber—whether to leave
the grill gates open, or close
the chamber completely?
(Some have opted to say
their vows in the statue
chamber itself, with the
groom in confederate uni-
form and bride in Civil War-
era dress.) The double aisles
of Lee Chapel have not been
a deterrent to brides who
have dreamed of walking
down a center aisle. The
bride typically goes up the
left aisle, then up the steps
for the ceremony, and back
down on the right side. Jokes
chapel director Peniston:
“She goes up a liberal and
comes down a conservative.”

In the 18 years since Peni-
ston came to W&L after a
distinguished 30-year naval
career that included stints as

For newlyweds Beckwith Archer *90, *93L and Derick Cooper ’94,
getting hitched in Lee Chapel “culminates the whole W&L experience.”

commanding officer of the
USS Savage, New Jersey,
Tattnall, and Albany, Lee
Chapel has run like the
clockwork that adorns its
steeple. From tour groups
and schoolchildren to cere-
monies and speakers,
Peniston is the captain of his
ship—and although he says
he only schedules the place,
he recently gave some
fatherly advice to a bride-to-
be. “Young lady,” he said
sagely, “don’t let this hap-
pen again.”

For all the shoes-and-rice
activity, Lee Chapel has a
long way to go before it rivals
the chapels at the U.S. Naval
Academy or Duke Univer-
sity. At the Naval Academy,

during the three to four days
following graduation and
commissioning ceremonies,
they “run them in and out
about every 15 minutes,” as
many as 10 weddings a day,
according to a spokesperson.
At Duke Chapel, which sees
an average of 125 weddings a
year, full-time wedding
director Taylor Shaw is
working hard to dispel the
myth that if you want to get
married there, you sign up
your freshman year. Accord-
ing to Shaw, they only accept
wedding reservations one
year in advance. Even so, on
busy days weddings are
scheduled up to every two
hours for as many as four
weddings in a single day.

As often happens in we
dings, no matter how h.
lowed the location, thiy
can sometimes go awry
Lee Chapel. Peniston reca
one time when the power
the campus was cut off
four hours one summer g
major line work just befor
wedding was to commen,
It was a daytime cere
so lights were not a proble
but the air conditioning ar
the organ wouldn’t run a
the piano had to suffice.

University photograph
Patrick Hinely *73, who his
self got married in L
Chapel in 1983, will nev
forget another weddi
day—only this time he w
behind the camera.
bride had gotten through ¢
“I will” leading up to the
dos,” but the groom got ol
as far as “L...” before keeli
over and collapsing. A res Ci
unit was called in,
Hinely, who watched all ¢
from his stationary weddi
post, by the fire extinguish
under the steps on ¢
Washington aisle, stepp!
outside to smoke a cigare!
as a crew wearing blue ny:
windbreakers and baseb:
caps came in, removed
groom’s tuxedo coat, roil
up the sleeve of his fo
shirt, and took his bloi
pressure. The service pr
ceeded from there—with | '.
bride, and the groom,
the attendants, and the
cue unit—and the cou.
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