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In this paper, my purpose is to tell the story of =
phenomenal, 1f short ;1§ed, fad in Amerlcan Architecture; to
relate a little about the man who began the fad and practiced
‘his theories; and to describa an example, in Lexington, Vlrgln%a,.
of this architectural craze. The fad is that of the doméstic
octagon, the man is Orson Squire Fowler, and the example is the
"Iittle Hous= at Blandome", To best relate this story and to
begin with the color and interest it deserves, I will first re-
late the history of 0.S. Fowlér and his writings, and then de-

scribe the fad and the example,

Orson Squire Fowler was born in Cohocton, New York on Oct-
ober 11, 1709. He received hls pr~m-college training at Heath
and at Buckland, both in Massachusetts; in the Ashfield Academy:
and'finally attended Amherst Colleg~ wher= he graduated in 1834,
Along with a college chum, Henry Wnrd Beecher, he began to pur-
suc‘the study of phrenology. This was to become the major in-
terest of hils sadult life. In 1837, =along with his brother

Lorenzo, he published FPhrenology Proved, Illustrated, and Avplied.

In 1842, they published and assumed editorship of “"American

——

FPhrenological Journal“’ During this perlod between 1842 and

1850 0.S. Fowler published many tracts dealing with varied topics
such as philosophy, sociology, prhyniology, and medecine., He was
untrained in these flelds yet pursued them with undaunted energy.
Throvzhout his middle and late years he lectured extensively

across the United States and Canadn. 0.35. Fowler died, relqtive-
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Ferhaps at this point 1t would be advantageous to spark up

ly forgotten , on August 18,
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the rather uninteresting blographical notes above with a de-
scription of Fowler's major preoccupation, phrenolecgy. ' Ferhars
a small bit of the cé]or mentioned in the introduction will be-
\ i PRy ‘
gin to appear. IO e o “‘“\&)O(}J’S ) (ic
Phrenology is a "science" in which the practitioner, after
a vague course of study in the field, examires or "reads" the
protubarances or "bumps" found on his subjects cranium. By de-
termining the location and size of these "bumps", the phrenclo-
gist 1s sable to determinre VariousWnndowcd "qualities" inherent
in the subject.2 There are avproxlimately forty of these facul-
ties or "qualities" but this list should suffice as an example;
Amativeness- love betwern the sexes
Inhabitliveness- love of home .
Spirituality- falth or credulity
Constructiveness- mechanical ingenulty
Life was also believed to be based on two major influencess
physiological conditions and orgsnic conditions. Examples of
the physiological conditions sre:
Walk es 1ndicat1ng charscter
The mode of shaking handa
Redness and psleness of the face
Laugh as corresponding with character
A few exsmples of the organic conditions affecting 1life are:
The Mental temperament
Motive or muscular tegpcrament
The size of the brain
In order to relate a bit of Fowler's rhetoric, I have included
the following:
The mode of shaking hand~ expresses chsarac-
ter., Thus, those who givmr n tams ard loose
hand, and shake lightly have am cold ... and
are probably conservatives., But those who

grasp firmly, =2nd shsake heartily, have a 6
corresponding whole-souledness of charscter...




-3~

Fowlar practiced this "scienc~" from 1842 until his death,
His major income was%ﬁ?glextensive lecture tours on the subject
end the classes which he taught at his home in Fishkill, N.Y.
- He »1s0 wrote on various subjects as mentioned esrlier 1nisuch
publications ss:t "Love and Parentnge".'"Amativwness, or &vils
and Remedies of excessive and perverted Sensu=ality”, and "In-
temperance and Tight-lacing Considered in Helatlon to the laws
of Llfe".7 Although these books had a fairly great influence
on 1life in America (at least among Fowler's followers) there
wns one book which had a phenomsanal influ=snce and was the spafk

thet kindled the fad of the domestic octagon. The book was

called A Home for All; or the Gravel Wall, and the Octagon lods

of BPuilding snd was first printed in 1849 by his own company

Fowler & Wells,

A Hom= for All... (hereafter referred to as Home) was prob-
ably Fowler's most successful effort . It went through some
forty editions and has reeently be~n reprinted by Dover Books of

New York in 1973. The book sets down Fowler's theories on the

octagonal mode of bullding, especinlly with gravel wall construc-

tion and his feelings on domestic architecture in general, It is

very simlilar to the pattern books of A.J. Downing and A.J. Davis
which were published around the same period of time,
The purpose of the book, in Fowler's words, was:

To cheapen and improve human homes, =2nd es-
recinlly to bring comfortsble dwellings
within the reach of the poorer classes, is
the object of thls volums-—an object of the
highest practical utility to man. It de-
lineates 2 new mode of inclesing public ed-
ifices and private residences, far better,
every way, and several hundred per cent
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cheaper, than sny other; and will enable
the poor but ingeniowvs man to erect a2 com-
fortable dwelling at a trifline cost, and
almost withowt the aid or cost, as row, of
mechanics. BExcept irn a single particular,
ard this he has gresatly ilmproved, thls8
mode is the invention of its author,..

- The single particular and the originallity of thes work will be
Alscussged later in this paper. Shculd_one wonder 1f Fowler
had 1eft s=slde phrenology for this new venture I again quote
from his book

Iet no one surpose that he has foresaken

or even turned aside from, Fhrenology-—

that first and only occuration of his en-

thusinastic youth, and th~ idol of his

matured and declining years, he has

turned aside only to build him a good

home, and in dolng so, has made and

leaTned improvements to adopt which 9

will greatly increase home comforts.
If you recall, earlier in the paper I mentioned two qualities
determined by phrenoclogy, Inhabitlveness and Cons@ructiveness.

: ol L\' *o
These would certainly make 0.S.Fowler oapable—of being amnt
practlci%g-architectupe.

In Home,.., Fowler gives directions for: choice of mat-
erials, mixing proportions (this pertains to his gravel or
grout wall), foundations, framing his grout, scaffolding, win-
dows and door frames, floors, chimneys, ventilatiocn, outside
and inside finish, and the approximate cost of the construction.
All of the instuctlons are pertaining to the construction of
octapgonal stuctures which Fowler considered to be the ideal
form for buildings;

Nerture's forms are mostly spherical. She
makes ten thousand curvilinear to one

square flgure. Since a circle ercloses
more space for its surface, than any other




form, of course the nearrr spherical our
houses, the more inside room for th= out-
side wall, besides belng mor=z comfortable.
Of course the octagon, by approximsting to
the circla, incloses mor~ space for its wsll
than the =square.l
In order to 1l1lustrete this fact, I have chosen ths exapple
Fowler himself uses in his book:
This figure is four inches sauare, each inch represents eight
feat, Thus the figure is 128 feet in circumference and is

1,024 square fret,

The octagon fesatured on the next page has 2 inch {(or 16 foot)

sides, It =ml1s0 has a clrcumferencn of 128 feet, yet its area

is 1,218 sq. ft. The demonatration should proves this:
A,D,E,H, 18 16 by 39 +........ 624 8q. ft.

B N8 11 By 10 csssnsuans 570 Bo FBs
T OM, L, 18 11 By 16 soiansnes 170 8gq, .78,
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The four half-sgusres, ANB, CDK, EIL, GHE
NAKE two snguares, each 11 feet or 242 sq. ft.

The TOTAL sres of the octagon then, 1s ... 1,218 sq. ft,

So, Fowler's defense of £he octagon ss opposed to the sauare
stands up mathhatically. He further defends his point by com-
rering the octsgon to sn oblong of the same circumference,
Again the example 1s from Home.,..: |

Tnke a house 24 ft. by 40 ft, Its cir-
cumferance is, of course, 128 ft., the
same as a 16 foot octagon, or a 32 foot
sqauare. But its area is 960 sq. ft.

Fathmatically the difference 1is:

L :
1218 g 5152 g =12+ 5_- 4 3-13 11
960 T 120 15 ° - S 0E i

o

So, agin Fowler's theory 1s proven. In comparison to a square 7\
v

of th2 same circumference the gailn of srea is one-fifth. The

corparison with the oblong varles with 1ts length and width
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Now tbat we have sern the basic thzory proven, 1t is a
good time to discuss the originality of the idea. Essentilally
it is not. When Fowler prublished his book and bullt his home
based on the theories in the book (his home will be discus-
sed1 lster), the major example used by his critics to discfedlf
~the plen was that of a bullding in Washington, D.C. known s=s
"The Octagon".'? This was built circa 1800 by William
Thornton and served as the lresidential mansion for James
'adison when the White House was burned in 1814, Fowler's
response to the critics was;

Feorle of clesar vision who could count

up to six would find it » hexagon; and

if they do not know what a hexagon is,

then they can damn well look it up in

the dictionaryl3
Fowler was correct. The buillding =till stands in YWashington
and anyone who doubts can go count the sides., It now serves as
the headquarters of the American Institute of Architects;

There weare otherAbctagonal stuctures in America lpng before
Fowler claimed credit for the idea. In Philadelphia, Latrdbe's
"Center House" was an oétagonal denign and Thomas Jefferson
Amsigr=~d his home at Poplar Forest as a perfect octagon. During
the Federsal period in American archlitecture, octagcnal forms
WQTP.chqucntly us=ad to esnhance ponzibilities of mass and space.
Even during the Colonial period, in which symmetry was almost
miways used, the octagonal bay or room waé one of the few
w.rn.rin,r‘.’c:’»'.1’L So, it seems obvious to me that Fowler's idea wns

not auite as orlginal as he claimed yet he must be gilven credit

for sprerading the possibllities to the American public.
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At this point, we should look at that "one particular"
which Fowler admitted was not original but which he claimed
"he has greatly improved", He was referring to the material:
which he advocated as the best possible structural materiaqk
grout or what w= call today, concrete. Fowler sald that
-this was truly "Nature's bullding material” snd "is abun-
dant everywhere, cheap, durable, and complete throughout...
The superiority of thls plan must certainly revolutionize
building, and especially enable poor men to bulld their own
homes"ls

0.5. Fowler dlscovered thls material in ﬁse while on a
lecfurc tour in Jaynesville, Wisconsin, in 1850, While there
he met a Joseph Goodrich. who had built, in 1844, a combination
tavern, store, and residence of this grout or gravel wall. The
material is a mixture of gravel, sand, and lime, Goodrich al-
Jowmd Fowler to "pound wlth a sledge hammer on the wall till he
was tired" at the mere price of six cents per blow which Good-
rich claimed would ~aslly cover th~ repalr costs., Fowler did
so and was convinced.16

When Fowler returned to.the Enst, he published a revised
edition of Home... and included his discovery. He did improve
on thetmater{al by finding the pfoper proportions for the mix-
turéﬁkggg§MG§ts. He also went into great detail describing the
methods for mixing, for setting up the wooden molds, and for
finishing the interlior and exterior.

To defend his clalm that he hnad found "Nature's building

material”, he compared 1t wlth brick and wood. Of wood he says,
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"lood decays, whereas sconomy requlres that houses, once up,
endur=s like time, and improve by age... wood nouszs burn downh
often in half avn hour, the accumiintel toill of years, consum-
=d in 2 moment, perhaps a besloved child or companion scaﬁhﬁd

by flame and suffocated by smoke, burned to 2 crisp.t7"'

He
ssys of bricks "... very laborious to hew them into shaye,
very cold 1n winter, and damp in wat weather, either expen-

—1® Bt what of gravel walls?

sive or 2lse ungsightly
"mixed with send, formad with brick or stons to any shape we
please, it petriflies and remalns forever, How simple! How
effectual! How infinitely usef'ul.!"19 .

Now that we have seen Fowler's theories, 1ﬁ would be best
to see them in use. The best examnle by far 1s his own home 1in
Fish¥%i11ll, New York. The’house was bullt between 1850 and1853,
Its form was, of course, octagonal and it was comprised of a
bagement, three stories, a twenty-foot glass domed cupola, and |

approximately sixty rooms. Fowler firmly believed that no room

should serve more than one functlon so each bedroom had its own

dressing room, and there wer= variouns specizslty rcoms such as:
a gymnastic room for "unlaced" ladies, a playroom for children
(far away from the rooms occupied by the adults), a lumber room,
2 room for minerals, shells, and portraits, an authors studio,
and a "prophet's chambcr".zo

In his usual fashion, Fowler ~laborated on each room, glv-
Mis reasons for thelr existence. By way of example, I quote
his reasons for an authors studio vhich he claimed hust be uni-

formly heated bmcauss, "... that all-powerful exerclse (causes)

th= blood to foresake the extremities and skin, and mount to the
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head, lmaving all the outer walls a prey to cold..."21

When we look at the detalls of Fowler's home w~ can see
the meny contrlbutiohs which he made to dAomestic archltecture,
Among his innovatlons were: having the entrance in the base-
mant, use of a glass roof,lindoor tollets, hot and cold run-
_ning water, and central heat,

He placed hls entrance in the basement so that draushts
and cold would be kept below the main floors and rather dis-
tributed into the varlous service rooms in the basement.

fdis glass roof was about one-half inch thick of "Crystal

Palrsce Glaqs"zz

and provided light to the entire house., They
were sufficiently strong to be walked on and had dgprressions:
in stratecic locations so that water would collect and run into
cisterns. These clsterns were locnted in the upper part of tHe
clogets and in the roon They workad on the same principle as
our water towers., The prcssure of water from ereat helghts 1s
sufficient, when releaged nnd‘allowcd to fall, to push it back
up agaln and be dlstrlbuted to varlious rooms. One of these cis-
terns was connected to a boller in the kitchen and with every
room so that when the water was released, 1t pushed the water
in the boiler up to the rooms.
Ferhaps the most innovative element was the indoor toilet.
This was not a new invention, but it had yet to be accepted,
Fowler, of course, had his reasons:
You have an infirm guest, whom you would
treat with nll possible hospitality.
Obliged, during a cold, ralny night, to
respond to one of nature's imperious calls,

to go ont to the usual plrce =vroses him to
take cold, besides baing so disagr=eable.
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To 2mploy any vessnl in his room, besides h=ing

repulsive to many, obliges him to breathe

noxious and offensive alr the balance of the

night. Then is it not an "inside" water-closet

a real neacessity in a prime house?.,. to squean-

ish maitdens and fastidions beaux this pointis

not submitted, but matrons, the aged and feedble,

are asked, 18 not such a closet a re=al house-

hold necesslty and 1uxurv?2

fowler's central heatlng system is not as advance?l as
those which we have today but 1t worked =nd was simple. He
first of all placed = furnace in the hasement and had 1t con-
nected to various heating vents which went up the walls and
under the floors. Also, the octagonal plan of the house sl-
lowmd the heat to radiate very =fficlently.
Unfortunately these innovations did not save the house

from a ssd1 fate. Fowler was forced to rent the entire house
and 1ts furnishings in 1857 to a W.A. Riker for 2,500 an-
nially. The house was converted to s boarding house at this
time and during thls period it suffered its worst blow. An
mpidemic of tynhoid broke out in the houses causing its inhab-
itonts to flee, The cause was later found to be seepage from
a cistern bullt of grout whilch served as a cesspool., At this
point Fowler sold the house to hls daughter in 1859, After this
snle, the house went through varloms owners snd purposes, such
as "The Cuban Institute and lMilitary Academy"™, a boarding
house onc~2 again, ani finally when 1t becams deserted, 1t wes
used by the youth of Fishkill as.the scene for torchlight rvrevels,
Finnlly, in August, 1897, the town officials deemed the build-
ing a hozard snd had 1t dynamited. Truly this was a sad fate
L“ r\ = ﬂ, !ﬂ' ; - q .‘14
2 \ptﬂ/\m‘(}{i& l‘(yt\'{'\ ~j,\ \ _(’X,’J ';T':/' {.
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for so 1llustrious a home. \
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Bven though Fowler's own home was not a2 rousing succéss,
his book arnd his home A1d cre=2ts a rash of octagonal builldings
in Amarica. It is estimated that nearly one thousand octagon
houses weres bullt by 1957.25 T™here were very few building
menuals in the 1850's that d1id not have some reference to
?owler's'p]ans and theorles.

Some rotable sxzmples in the Bast are:

The Cctagon House; Ardsley, New York; 1870

The Octagon House; Williamsburegh, New York; c. 1870

Longwood; Natchez, Mississiori; 1860

The Octagon House; Greene, New York; c. 1870
True, 811 of these were bullt after the heyday of the fad, but
they were obviously influenced by Fowler and are exemplary.

There was also a fad of octagon barns, churches, and
schools all of which Fowler advocated in his book. He of couse
elaborated on the need for these structures 1n this shape:

On churches —

s=2at them in the octason~l form, the seats
all partly facing all, thus allowlng all to
see each, and the benign smile of recog-
nition anrd good feeling ... expressed in the
countenance, willl spread from face to face.
This form will also accowrmodate those who go
to see and bea seen... Let a congregation
worship in the octagon, =»nd then in the

square, and they will "frel™ the differcngg
mogt delightfully in favor of the octagon®

Cn schools —
This form will enable tencher to see scholar
as much better than the square, as scholar
teacher, and allow him to ;$I{e in the whol=
room at one furtive glance”~
Perhaps the most interesting vresult of the fad was an
ambltious project known as "The Vegetarian Settlament Co.".

begun by a Henry Clubb as a permanant home for vegetarisus.
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This pfojﬂct took place in the mid-1850's in Kansas. Clubb'sr
plan was to constuct an "Octngon City" to bes made up of four
octagonal villages radlatirg from a S84 acre octagonal common
green, In the green was to be an agricultural schocl and =

the main Octagonal Building. Land was sold to anyone who
‘would sign a pledge to ébstnln from liquor, tobacco, and meat,
at $1.25 per acre. Due to poverty, fever, and lack of interest
the vroject failed,

Orson Squire Fowler was avery influential if not altogether
succrmssful "architect", His influrnce spread all over Americsa,
Canada, and according to him to many forelgn nations a2s far sway
as the Sandwich Islands.28 Long bt~fore Louils Sullivan and
Frank Lloyd Wright he upheld the idea of "form foilows furction™,.

MH\(\_KET7,~_~
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It is hardly possible to have a truly

handsom= house wlthout 1its:being cap- LA s

able of being mede as handy inslde as sl & (,U,L{»;j
{ %

1t 1s beautiful outside.,.. I repeat, i B
beauty 2nd utility are as closely united ?:htwﬂbdﬂ TOO »

in architecture as they are throughout all
of Nature?

He was also influential in hls endeavors in the social
vsclences. His interest and emphasis on hereditary and phys-
1ologica1 factors 15 matrimony are vcr& similar to our present
sclence of eugenics which 1s the study of hereditary improve-
ment throush genetic control.BO

As a fin~2l note concerring Fowler's interest in socinl}
sclences particulerly love and marrlgge,:lﬁould like to include

a quote from an assoclate of Fowler, Max Bachert who asccused

him of "sexual intrigues" and:
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«eesustaining the most disreputable re- guﬁf“ ){}VJV JQ.
lationship with certain female gquacks, U}Vﬁﬂ7 Ve g o
and writing to them grossly immoral n? DR e W 4F7U/{
letters, which actually undertook to At M@ﬁ}vhﬁ \#Lf s
systemize sexual vice3l AL ;&Ntéx“}
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Having looked at 0.S. Fowler the "arcnitect", phrenologlst,
and soclilal scientist, his home, his book, and the fad which
resulted, I would now like to give an example of the octagonal

domestic structure, "The Little House at Blandome".

By way of organization I will dlscuss the house fron
standpoints of social history — deed and ownership, vérious
uses of the structure, and historical slgnificance; and from
the standpoints of physical description and history — location,
exterior, interior, and chronology of cdnstruction.

On September 14, 1872, Laura Tucker, wife of John Randolph
Tucker, bought the land known as Blandome from Jacob and Rachel
Fuller for %6.500.00.32

ILaura Tucker sold theland through St.‘Gcorgc Tucker on
October 27, 190% to W.N. Key,J>

On Novemb=r 7, 1910, W.N. Key sold the land to cne R.A.
DcPrlest.34

At this voint, I found a gav In the deeds and the next one
I found states that on April 28, 1917 one H.L. Walker bought
the lsnd for #4,000.00 from Washineton & Lee University through
Faul M. Penick who was entrusted by the university to sell the
lot if the owner D.C. ‘lumphreys 414 not pay the seml-annunl

coupons dus to W & L on December 1., 1916. Humphreys did not

pay and therefore, Penick put the house and land up fer pub-

l1ic suction after four weeks notice in the Rockbridge Count1~ﬁiﬂﬁi35
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H.L. Walker was the father of the present owner lMrs. C.lM. Wood.
The 1land and house have been in the family since 1917 then.
"The Little House at Blandome" was completed during the

week of May 12, 1890, and was constructed by John Hardolph
Tucker who was at that time vresident of the Washington & lLee
University Law School and a vrofessor. The following announce-
ment appesred in "The Lexington Gazettes" on May 12, 1890

Honorable J.R. Tucker has had an office

building =rected on the south side of his

dwelling, We understand that the law clsss

of Washington & Lee will meet6Mr. Tucker at

his law office in the future’f

. The original use of the buillding, hereafter referred to as the

R 7S
; ol
/- 'f NV~ v
g ;j z
W

cotﬁnzc, was as a law offics and classroom for ¥ & L StudeNtS’éébcﬁ‘EJ X
of law. From the time that J.R. Tucker sold the houses and §@Ui§30.
cottage in 1904 and the time that H.L. Walker bought the estate,
I was unable to discover the use cof the cottage. It would be
safe to assume tﬁat it was elther nged as an office or a family
retreat. When H.L. Walker bought the estate, the cottage became
used as a guest house, office, and a rather clegaﬁt pinyhouse.
In 1970, the cottage wasvrenOVated by Mrs. C.M. Wood and her son
Mr. H. Wood, to be used as student housing. That is 1its function
to date,
The only major historicsl significance of the cottage is
that 1t served as the office for J.R. Tucker who was 2 very
inflnuential resident and professor.
Th= cottage has several rames including, "The Little Housse

at Blandome'", "The Octagon House", and "The Cottage". The only

official naming that I know of comwes from the Lexington lost
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Office. The way this came about is as follows: I was for-
tunate enough to rent the cottage in June of 1972. Until then
no one hal ever established a malling address for the cothtage
so 1 went to the Post Office fto request an official street rum-
b=r, The Fost official, in the qualnt manner of many a small
town public servart, suggested no number but rather two names
"Th~ Iittle House at Blandome" or "The Octagon House", ﬁlther
of which would suffice for the malls., I chose "The Little House
at Blandoma" and still recelve mail =2t that address., I did re-
ceive a street number later, 1011/2 Tucker St,, but use both at
whim, |

To begin the physical history and description, the official
address, as stated above, is 101 1'/2 Tucker Street, Lexington,
Virglnia, 24450, It is part of the estate known as "Blandome"
ovned by HMrs. C.M. Wood, which 1s located between Fuller and A
Tucker Streets.

The general form of the exterlor may seem like a slight

QL ) -
deviation from the paper, hut it is a scptagonﬁA/Thc interior

1s an octsgon which makes 1t a worthwhile example for the vavar,
The linear dimensions of the walls are paired as can be seen

on the floor plan at the end of the paﬁcr; there are two walls
12 ft. 7 in., two walls 12 ft. 9 in., two walls 10 ft. 6 in.,
and one wall 4 ft. 4 in. All the exterior walls are 10 ft. tall

crowned by a continuous cornice and a tin roof. There is only [t

AN
i EeU
ome story and no basement, s @A'vlk””\’lbjl i
,r) ) }{:J AT
) t e /\,9.0
The structure of the house 1s the basic frame method DOD-°:,,JL%”

Y
A

unlar since colonial times in America. The foundation of the

cottage 1s brlck in common bond, except for the added bsthroom
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which will be mentioned later. The exterior walls are covered
with claphoards from ground to cornice.

The cottage has excellent cross-ventilation with two:win—
dows and one door., The largest window is located on the west-
ern side of the house, 1s of the sash tyre, and measures
3 ft, 4 in, by 7 ft."0 in, The smaller window faces northeast
and is also of the sash type, measuring 2 ft. 8 in. by 3 ft. 9 in.
This smaller window was added during the renovation in 1970 . V
The front door is 6 ft. 7 in. by 3 ft. 5 in. and consists of
four panels and two windows. On the south end of the added
bathroom 13 a2 sash window measuring {t ft. 11 in. by 3 ft. 2 in.

The only decorative architectural d=2talls =sre the cornice
and 2~ porch on the north side. At one time, previous to the
renovation, there were large shuttsrs on the large window. One
utilitarian feature 1s the cilmney which rises out of the roof
and extends about two feet, The tin roof, mentioned earlier,
is very low and at thils writing 1s pailnted green. The entire
remainder of the cottage 1s white,

The interior, as mentioned earlier, is an octagon. The
eighth wall comes from a 4 ft. 10 in. wall between the two
south walls which are 12 ft. 7 in, on the exterior and 8 ft.

3 in. on the interior. The interior walls are 9 ft, 9in. and
have a 3 ft. walnscoting cavved by a simple rmolding. The upper
sections of the walls are plaster as 1s the ceilling. The floors
ar~ hariwond painted brown.

The only interior access is a door (hollow core) betweer
the main room and the added bathroom. It measures 2 ft. 0 in.

by 6 ft. & in,
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There 1s a fire place extending from floor to ceiline on
the 4 ft, 10 in. wall, The fireplace was oriecinally brick but
was coverad by wallboard during the rernovation. In 1972, I
covered the walboard with rough plaster so that it would har-
ménize with the rest of the house. Also during the renovation,
the fireplace was plugged and a gas heater was 1ns£allad.

The only decorative features of the interior 1s a very
simple molding which goes around both windows of the main room.
There is no mantel over the fireplsce.

The only major alterations were the additliocn of the bath-
room in 1970 which measures 5 ft. 6 in, by 8 ft. 4 in. Its
foundation 1s concrete and the walls are the same as the rest
of the cottage except that there is no wainscoting on the int-
erior. Also at this time there were repairs made to the flqor.

As mentioned earlier I now live in the cottage. I must
admit that its octagonal design makes for interesting planning
and srrangement. I bglicve sone of Fowler's 1de=as about the
octagon were sound, suéh as the aburdsance of light and the case
of moverent, I will leave all other decislons to those who should

study Fowler and his Home for All... .

All my information about the vhysical agspects of the cot-

tage camme from my own measurements and from the owner, lrs. C.M.
Wood and her son Harry Wood. ; nﬂ / ol
. C \"Ly U/Ll ; 'l v j
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