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"Strikin similariti shave b n noted in the 

i ternal dev lopm nt of the three reat states of estern 

Eu o e durin th fifte th century . In ch a period of 

unp rall l d n rchy n confusion as followed by the 

erect o of 
I 

st ong central monarc ic 1 go ernment , capabl 

al o de yin the f ction thorn and oft king the l d 

inc mpaigns of g ression and conquest abro d . " 

. n 
Spanish Emp·re 



Ch pter I •. 

Absol i m on The pani h 

c ne 



I • 

In iscus ing the ri e of bsolutism in the nation l • 

on r chy co pl x, i is s nti to ketch the ha ic spirit 

or t mp r oft 

t o po • Th 

en nai nee 

im hich ccompani d this s cular aggr nd i z 

i tor ic 1 proc 

too com le o all 

common y referred to as 

any s ummary char ctr-

i ation . At ime it physical d v lopm nt e . s quite dip rt 

o the pi it rom whic it os • i 

its l f q ite asily to ne lizations . 

p iod which lends 

am bout to engage 

in ome of these hazardous generaliz tions , b c us a topic 

of the g nr hich I hav select d r uir t . It WO ld b 

r nk ne 1 ct on my part f r to r t th physical devel -

opm nt o these new monar chies.wit gr precisi n and car 

(tha fer 11 my id l) but obstinately e 1 ct th 

ba i ch ng 1n mood hich accomp ni d it . Th cha g i n mood 

ould ug est is but one of th m ny theories hich have b 

off rd by compet nt histori ns . But it is t he on which I 

fee l contain the rat std re of honesty and the o e hich 

ccommod tes its l mos t e dily to th physic 1 growth of 

bsoluti t i nstitut ons . 

J . D. Mackie , in his or , The Ear l ier Tudor , in .I!:L. 

Oxfor History of Engl and Ser i s s es the Rn i sane a 

s enti lly involving the ap lication of "the cri ic 1 spirit' 

to the or i s "far r oved ·rom ac uali ty . • cki wold h 

b live that the my h of the un ty of Chri t ridom and of the 

unit d ord r b oke don wh n t e a b nth t h ori th t 

n 
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m n ould l to hod on to and the actual facts which h 

s b fore h min the physica world b came so gre ta to 

r C d th ace pt nc of the nc ient C a ical ide 1 # Th 

bre kdo n of t he order d unity , "wh r Chr·st presid d o er 

th hol y n l nd ne J rus 1 m r fleet d the divine Harm~myi• 

as sh tt d h n man ' s er t cal acul y no long r a willing 

t ubor n t t e ould l ie to b i V with what he 

actu lly d i d b liev • Tr nslated into ove - implified term , 

i t wa th b·rth of r lism ~ Mn gan to paint the human body 

she act 11 s it and not a he ould l ik to have believ d 

it . he body b C m som thing more than a mer hindrance to th 

pirit . It d oped . nto -a ood in its 1 and on ich could 

b g ori i d accordin ly . On of th na r l corollari s of 

this br kdown in h .d 1 or er and. the i 0 r 1·sm, 

as the ace pt nc of t e na r 1 mon r chies s a it ccompli . 

Tl y C) e no longer r garded as th t mporary pository of 

cul p r , but a n C U 1 nd phys·c 1 ans to an nd 

----~- th nd of natur l lfare . Th monar ch w re qui 

ill n to cc pt t 1 .1i ration liza ion of th ir rule as "it 

1 nt lf u · .t to cc o er . Th y re 

11 not q it u nou h to d m nd h ir pxero iv 0 

"h dit ry di in - r t tt as J m s I OU d l y r late • 

lt w no h h t th y w re ccept d and eir unlimi d 

pow r ould not b q t · o d . Th o l have un oubt dly 

p f rr d a or f rm 1 p ogi , b t this a an r of r id 



nd r volut on ry ch ng • nd th y w r willing to ccept hat 

th y h d and av it at th t . 

On of the gr t h zard which faces an culture is 

tha of l -s t s ction . It i not o much that the populace 

b com s b numb d with .h 

r cognize 91 chang 

greater and r tr to 

out in 

ir t ion in lif e and refus to 

l 

sit is that the t ndency becomes 

pon fi d princ·ple . I do not 

1 ngthy argum nt for relativi m, int nd- to s ri 

b ~t from my limit xpo ure to the curr nts of history it 

wou d s m tom that th d cline o culture becomes much 

mor i h n the actua l capacity of th t culture to 

olve it current r obl m is t t gre test . oint . This ha 

al ys truck m one f the gre t par dox s of ociological 

hi tory . n the proc ss of d velopm nt , n c i vilization evolv s 

p tt rn or ys m wh ch it eel to e more sati factory i 

olving its particular indig nous robl ms th nan oth r . 

Con qu tly it finds the answ to its mo t imm di t cul.tur 1 

que tion coming uicker nd quic er . But a g p gui ckly d velo 

bet nth bili y of this culture to solv is imm di tely 

pr ssing prob ms and s c pacity tor concil · i long- rag 

d v lop n ds . In p rhaps om what ov r - st d m , h 

th h cultur i b coming t rile t th ve y ti h n 

it pa i c ip n sf_ h t i s v lopin in richn s ~ Th 

n xt qu s ion which com s · o mind is: Ho is thi ypothesi 

r ltd o th bj c i h whic e ling? I h v !ready 



indict d that If lt th gr at ph nom non of the enai ance 

came bout a r sult of the gap b tween th facts hich 

face th cultural configuration-of·th fift enth ce tu y nd 

h th ori s which h m n f ctur d to rround th e f ct 

T · s people wer s n ially i lyin upon th fix d principle 

which h db n left them in th form o lg cy of Ptolemy 

00 ear b for-e . Th y v. u te illi to cc p th teachings 

of tol my and 11 the oh r pot- oman Em ire scholar s 

embodying t latest ( an p rh ps ultimate) n physical knowl dge . 

!ith nth re lm of t his limit d cone ptu 1 s ch m hich thy 

h d po tula d , 1 was av y tisfactory syst m. It prov·ded 

th m with r s of n w r hich sati 

n ds and thy w r quite illing tor 

h ir immedi t 

in i t hin th littl 

orl ich thy h d built fo th mselv • ut t vent of 

the i teenth sy t m nd th n w critic 1 spirit m ~ i 

impossibl for ny r on ibl d ep- thin er to ccept in toto 

th t aching of th p st . ndividuals b gan to thin f r 

the s l and to vol v th ir o n an w r nd hypo h es to 

th p·r ssing q stion hich f ced th m, nd on of the mot 

pr sin as th ne ol i tic l ch me which had b n ushered 

in . Th ne style mon rch ith inc e s d c ntr liz ion of 

po r he r icul r inv ntion of . th ntur 

o m t th fa t-ch n ng ne d~ 0 t d Y, n udy of 

th ins i ution hich th y f sh on d 
. s r ant 0 ny p r·od 

0 histor y hich finds its 1 in th m itu ti no 



t mpting to nalyze the devel pm nt of ~hes 

sup - mo arc is from th t .e of ch os hie \ s th ir g n sis , 

t 

i 

1erri 

V r 

de to sset th 

in ic 

H nry he I 

rif of th 

obs 

n 

atio s whi h emu t a i m di t ly 

c ne for ht hich f ll o ed . P of sor 

h el th rein of Jo II nd 

a t il i 

and th 

u te mi r to the chaotic 

ur gun ins_ Fr nee nd to 

h r o oses in ng nd . I i qu e c r in th tin 

t re c untries t r a init d r h of pol itic l 

lad r hip . I tis acuum ad not aris n h n i did in all 

thr countrie , i quit cone i vabl ha the bsolutis 

0 h n i anc mi ht hav 

r of th s co 

f ·th ran -in ffici nt nd 

dis bli g t f c ivil wa . 

n a diff r nt ir ction. 11 

i h h pr ly i g l acy 

monarch o 

h bi r th oft 

n qu lly 

mod n pirit 

r_ 11 hre of thes coun ri w s to ha a y i u piGi US 

b g ning . ut ·t h nd of he erio of tu bulen e , there 1 

s to r ,... i a c h V ry 19 ificant b innings of th 

a io 1 s It ould a gro;-J~ anachronl to th t 

th· p iod ark d the ctu phy ical de lop nt of th modern 

id 1 0 gov rnm n bu s I hop to mpha iz th oug 0 t 

th·s h r uffici t cula iz ·tion . n the inds • 
of th maj ity of th citiz n to d·s ad h p l nt CO C pt 

0 a C n r li ed OV nm nt no .t a Franc as t fir 

of th t hr t •f- e to chi ve n tion l unit, follow d by 



C 

m 

i nd r gon 

very si 1 

i th Tu or ngland 1 st . . r im n off :r 

pl nati n for the co comit nt ev 1 pm nt 

ol ti m th ougho t this p r·od : it s " e ol 

of roni 1 

s re 

of SC p m th in 1 b 
t 

dQ k o h t o arg xt nt th 

vil 

n w monarch 

l 
nar chy . " 

ould 

n·pulat th risi 

t h ir contr 1 v rt 

nd flu t m r chant cl t li h 

t oubl om :ri er t . This a c rtainly 

b nth pr v il"ng tho y n through th g ut it is one 

h" ch w mu t co ntly i li g to ev s n to S 5 

ne our of infor tion b come v 11 bl . Just how illing 

th ne re t C s o , ubo dinat its lf to th n 

mon C i l bur aucr cy . What a h X nt of th loss of po er 

of 4:oc t th p ·od hich hav 1 ct d? 

Th h f nd-. nt l qu ch V before 

u t mpt t X i 1 ing u tari ·ni .. 
11 of led ng countri de lop d a highly 

0 ni 0 C 
. l C mp which could pxovid th m ith 

y t m o r er 0 C rry 0 t h i C ·viti s, but 

on ! ch th C tiz n y s tic 1 1st h r 

be n q nt nc achm t upon th i "con it tional' 

lib e • The m t b an i e i t di tin tion t n 

t n co n t t·on o this t r nd if ntury 

n cal p r p cti h s t n th. unti 

th is far 0 h n ntic . Th ' ift nt c ntur y 

h n con t 1 1 g cy ( i h h pos ibl 

C t 0 of t h n L n ton ' gn h r • nd v n h r 



t h re is room for doubt) . The ega cy of the Middle Ages had 

be non of condition d acceptance of authority , and bing 

i dr n of th i own g 

or l r hip o com 

mong h n 

it was n tu ... al 

rm om whex 

ex c t th m to look 

them and no· rom 

at h y n i 11 d :r Y m 

t · v C 1 n hlch t c rr " in u l " • 0 co 

Th n ter m o th fit enth en y , u on of hich 

w r idly to com • 

h e e de top t this chap r on s in t 

th st in ord r op C rt in le i it of 

con n ity hi h 

my i 

ee pr th s p riod .. J. he.:re i o doubt 

at th 

c ry ind l i n 

ten the h d o t 

n 

and t 

t e p ticu ar n ed of s b . ct 

pproa 

imit ed 

I ud 

C 

i t 

fl lct 

nobil 

s h"s , 

0 m f na ch pter to he con 

e sati -

i • • the rel tlons 

t ) . o meet 

ho ev r , I 

a ion of the nte 

un 

to 

al m t o e p rti ular m n s of he op l tion 

ich c rt n y t n cend d n tin bond r 

t ic l o ch for u 

nd s 

t oughout h 0 

r p C h h 

tlally nj u 

doe b l 

t th c r 

ro gh 

ch co n r . The Ba .tl o Bo o th and th c 

:r im r m spect , b tit ou d 

countr · es to lump h tog th 

• 

t 

disc rded th 

ya bing 

of historical 

in 

f Gran d 

r o both 

ly 

h r 

t 

i n th 

i p 

of a new concep o rnment . I hope by 

n le 1 r proach i ll o l osin · g t of the 



p r ticular u iqu n s of my t p hich i aft r all compar tive 

f his h z rd I hope to void n 

A 

0 

in 

p c . By b 1n consc·ou 

y 1 s into ry hi torical nar whi h oul t r oy th 

s nc o w a m 

n durin 

st 

g to 

poc of 

y . 

d 0 nd a b la ma n-

and mutu l y opp s ng ch ra ct ri tics . 

o Davis hra it "Sp ~ n n co n·zed as the home 

r 

u y 

ions 

n 

moc c 

nd y 

he c 

nd h or·g·n to of r p n iv 

bing oyali o n almo idol trous 

n mo l .. or oc a ic mon chies ; 

y ti 1 nd co ful o o l d y al h 

he 

h roduce of 

r cious mt 1 nough t o ov rth o ono c and soc 1 y t 

o t e hoe o E p to r n yond l ot1 s y t 

ution in th tr of th mos i ci nt y t mo 

woxlo , fa a t · al y p o. oundly the 
2 

ot g ni t of C 

l i gio s y 

y t t bit r pon t of th pacy. " 

0 ery r t d 9 no o this ch p 

on p in ill b an to conci ious i err at on 

co rn 9 is V ry di rs oci ty . 

I t sh 11 b n c s r y o d ter i t OU St 

hy ·cl mak - up f h isti n 

mi u o mou co l~x s: 

in; it as d "v d into thr 

lonia, a 0 , 

Va nci • ch he at s cot ·n 

t f inst·t tins n it as up to 

r in d I b lla , to c et a omo eo 

ir o ind idual 

olic mon r ch , 

co f ura t io out 



I 

at b d red on as ming .chao . Th r w r rrany Jewish 

nd Moorish comm niti s cont ind within th se fou s ts It 

C n b i y en hat th s ph nom n w re in ir ct opposition 

to th ide l of he on Sp nish tat which Fr inand and I bella 

w r o king ow rs . m consid r f r j t mom nt the 

p ycho gic l mak - up f th t 0 athol c o ere·gn Both ha 

d sc nd d from lin ~e and as uch h inh rit d th 

t nor o t h ir ti • h y w 1 o pr occup1 d wit mint ining 

to d g e th ifldi idu cult re from hie th y h d 

ris n. Th Y r aliz d that he co pl t am mation of the four 

k·ngdom at hi time would h V e n po~i ic l imp~ssibility. 

Th y v i w d t eir m ri ge b ing on of d stiny for the future 

of Spain , b t they e .al 0 cog izant .that mo ing too f st in 

any on direct·on could c s s riou ·njury to oth st t It i s 

ignificant to ote in this ega 

mich w r impos d upon F rdin nd i 

b lla) so e nin onth be ore th 

ackno ledg r pee 
3 

of 'all th 1 

i 0 • n All of t separat in 

p rt cip tin.., in the union er to 

the rie of 1· it tions 

s ti e ( t h_ .. .1,ngdom of Is -

m rri • a force to 

and cu oms of th w t :rn 

titution of h count 

b main ain n their t istin 

V 
. or . " Th u en as to h v full authority to i tit t nd 

to dismi s p l itic 1, eel si t ·c land m litary point e • 

n of th most significant p ovisi ns hich Fer inand cc t d 

in ord r to becom co- rul r over h r · a d or prop r ou 

kingdom as h h" ch t t d that in f r C to th rat r 
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iz n t nc 0 the s n in do" h was tom int n 

sid n in Cs il unl s the u .n gav h r ppro 1 for him 

0 • 1 pub ic docum n w r to b r h s na ur 0 

bot d na 0 r , c rt .inly vi ons o r ignin 

bsol t t ight h v b n con ·in d -i thin h t rm 

of th rri g bo dly 00 t r th 

rr g th t h s tn gr t - g ndson of John I of 

stil t t UC h h d 1 righ rule that kingdom 

by hims f . Th lo-gic or hi rocl ma io t f om th anc 

rul hat f mal f r ucc sio o th t ron . 

Uno un t y for rdin n thi whol qu s · ion ha b d c id d 

a li h formal th on rn nt of I and his bol 

t men id li tl but rou th f r an di i 0 lr a y 

ppr h nsiv C ilian . 

b g 0 re V 00 ft t e tual 

m rriag - h b inning 01 t ow rd a oc t·c con~rol . 

r in nd 

y th m 

liz 

t 

rly h t th d ali 

t y of l 69 ou d ne 

0 h sort .outlin d 

d quate to l 

. t 

him to c nt ol h h . h • H bas ·c m d o act·on r for , 

b c on of by- p in h rs i ctio s h ch h b en lid 

n ed hi upon hi . The C t il "an di x to u en b la 

t ts t and pr ed di ctiv o th iro n t tud 

whic 

t ray i ts 

int d d to be int rp t d as n d dum o th rr·age 

• t pr ocl i d tat ju t ic 

both on r e s uh nth y e id1ng in h 

ob a inister d · 

. pl c 
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nd by ach pa r at l y h they w :re part. " This document 

w s i n nde to . nt n if the inh r nt du lism 0 th rul i ng 

f m y . 

T nto m t t ont t nt o 
I e omo rn nd ' 5) • 

uo s a 0 ot r " b c an un ffi c i a o d among 

h of · cial f mil of ot • d 1 ct t 

nd mic i c f h V i y hie th y h cho n to 

cc . nc iples of in n nt uto o y fo provinces p • p 

s s 11 r tain d e pit t join i ent f · ca i t 

so r i s . Th on y d' f f r C ft r h . rri g a n 

of f o i cy h y ga~ d in joi t anip lati n of 

he l X son n ity . I OU t d b li V t hat 

thi . d t· g psychological i ac on i v du 1 

ti ian nd r on s . t i f cour tom a ur e 

th fluece hat hi change u n the S an h c i i n nd 

to i 0 not . t ,J e the 1 h·n of t h v s mo 

i t rm of ch o • 

h onl y o her in it tion th t anscen th 

eo r ic l bound ie 0 se·t o un t but p r t ;., t ate 

w s th In ui ition. e can d c r n the basic . n ic ion 0 

pr h nt nth t 
! 

0 hical units , u it 

ould tak C or t n a join rul ing 34 y rs 

om t e tran ition comp • h w rict ions 

l in 80 on h xpor a io nd i rt C r t in 

i i fro one prov n t nother alt u toms 
6 

ui i w trin nt y i 0 sov gn to 

avor r val tion o th ins t ut·ons nd customs i n th i r r lms 
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n n in ividu r th r th n coll c iv b si . If in th 

re t 

proc ess 

nth n d , st ton 1 ie b n t two countries 

th n ould n dd d by p ou ct wh"ch wo d ive gr at 

r o 

the 

i pot 

i on to 

h t 

he monar ch 

t i 

C 1 r on 

hose in do 

mm n f 11 c 

th WO 

h din u urated 

to look 

tho ic 

on r ch a titut n d io a 1 

b s c lly h m n th t t y y w r • 

v n r 

lov wit e 

d 

ccomplished . 

not c ls 

t y in 

de ors 

1 nt lto 

hi 

r d h 

her 

on 

o:t 

k owleo 

oth r, a 

m tr . Th 

n th t 1 

type 

wh th r 

th t ft. r 

uch st 

th r d 

h r a t i 

o yo · t 

n to proud 

~ci.o nes 

f C 

tw on h w r r lly in 

h tory i cone rned , it 

th i t th 

s i portan 

a ning 

lon h t h y 

c rt i l y al • I could 

a oni 

·ti 

11 v th 

ort . 

in i h b 11 or not , 

of im ith for ny 1 

t mpti to o t t huma n 

o t that f tr t i 

ni h d v lopm hro ghou t s 

d, o v r r a t 

C , th y · r V 11 

in h 1 gac so r · nd vid 

thi i o 

pr v nee . 

ch o th 

udd 

lan 

hat Chan n e t 

of ran it·on 

o flui . 

r l y f byte 

r h • h ir O a r cul r t n nc s 

w r str ng l lo th m to b com u r din a air l y 



t ur 0 y of n ti n 1- sta 0 l X which had t y t 

ind • us er·1 f 1 th t th 

sarily of a 

h p hi h t C olic r hs f C d n th s lutions 

hich h y a hion d tom t t m can r r only be und r 

to h t i in n • 

Th p rtn rs ip hich X t b nd Ara · on 

s very n l on t b s . stile h d b p ndera t 

rou ho t medi l r and h r gr t iz n ono ic 

r ore b OU ht o th for u h a Piedmon to 0 

h ndr y ars l er und Vic tor Em anuc l ~ .. This w st rn 

th r f OOK th le d . n th developm nt whatev r 

h m g n o c u t r l ins it t·on th r r to b • h a 

to b uch mor intlu nti l th n 11 t e of ther 

p nis re lms to th r . T a lmost 1 .. i 

il • hi as or of ture han nythin 1 t o th 

- con erv tiv baron who dominat d a til and who oppos d 
7 

C n of y s rt . T ppro ch - th · m nar hs m d to 

e th t i h y coul oerc til i to C i th ir 

v rsi n o p C fu chan t th n t na ur l coro 1 ry th 

si il ti n of Ar on to h r t-Jrogra , WO l be uch asi r . 

h y re liz d old no b OV r y asy to convinc 

r go , could e ... ast·1e o a re , r om ntu 

s h on nom·c and politic p C - s t r oft 

I r n n ul d e ly h n he fore of tr ditio 
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and ould t nd to caus it to oper t with them rather than 

g inst them . a ti l must th refor be und rstood as th~ foe 1 

poi nt of erdinand ana so 

notes , "rom th t m o th 

s g rm of absolutism. 

nion o th cro s, astil 

s M rriman 

r h do d the oth r anis 

pr t cons itut ons w re no 

·ngdoms· 

holly bro 

d though the l tter ' 

of th ourbon in th teenth c ntury , t 

ed until the adv nt 

so compl tely 

p rmeat by 11· n princi 

a v ry ·l ht . 0 

nd t od th t their practic l 

1 port nc 

H 

di 

h 

th 

m d to 

u h 

ont 

nil the fift enth cent r 1 the ~P ni h h d ays 

l 

nif st 

rdin n and 

,a tol r c r re i iou dis nt . 

ab 1 l ook d upon th s religious 

bin on of the chi r son or the lack of 

lf- con cio n sin the · r kin dom . ft r 11 , 

roth rhood co ld n d atholi e or n qu l ly 

osl m o J ? tion l st t 0 the nre hich 

m 1 t d s incomp t ·bl th the r 11..,ious ... v :r-

i i ca ion i ch p rv aed the r in dom . la her lf was 

al holic nd w s very much cone r d abo t 1.-h 

cont m·n tion of h r per o 1 faith h w r a l th instig 

0 the u t Ch she n h r h band mad 0 op xtus 

V, i h r l pr c ip tate th n u ·t 0 The Inq . 
i on y • ,. 

hie y i a ur t w s f nd m Ova l l di r n ·rom it 

m di C tor as sh 11 soon ndicat • he s nti l 

w h no rrie it t pur ly si-stic 1 

tor 

b th tr bun 1 s h cul r 0 0 the tat . 



This en g 

p 

w n 

n no in l y 

n 

d 

p ni 

nt 

t is hr tofore cop 

h i p l. i 

n w i n ion to :t op ra on . h 

d I 

th 1 c ov 

y hu ch- domi 

to the nd t 

re lly 

p rrris io to invao 

· el . H gr nt d 

to poi l th of ~ici so th 

n in itutio . In ddi n , h crown co l cup rvis h 

r uc t · n ' vh i c h w r to b is u 

1 i p ~us to h ir on 

na ~ r ting h n wins 
10 

rot r r f rrrs r'T'ifYl 

n 

a 

ys 

o th n uisito 

iv n wh n th p r.iod 

s the m ny of 

as b 

di ec d 

h crown 

ntr liz on o at o 

v ryt tin 

yin h ans o 

v y om t tha h n · n i ution t 

,o 

th li t . 

Th r 

C $ tr 

pori:: nt o h 

v l oth r ch n: ms by hi th s 

th i 

n w 

mp r 1 ower . n o h 

as t 

iary 

v o ent of th 

hich tunctio 

OS 

nd th 

u d r is g n al su vi ·on . T 

m n ccor ith th d l op 

n ie 

r t 

t of th 

0 ol o was v ry 

v r ign's po 

bo h con ciou ly a d unconsciou Y, h 0 t S ow 

at u in 0 w • By th a a s 

ug um on co nci --
i c ion hich r v to a th 1 y 

12 
po r h h y h un trom th co ncils . 

n 1'l n n ' p i vil ~ a r rog iv <j aV it 

' uper min n e' 0 :r ery other institution in the st t f rom 
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t im of its s bl hment ; this hi gh position as on 

u 

t he 

h. 

hol aint ined and t r 9th ned , de pit o eas ·on ·1 
1 

s . du ·n th u cee ing e ntur s . ' he 

er o rman l'.)t c o :rt under th er e n of sti rea ched 

u pr eed nt , n b r 0 12 il Ar 0 h farthe r 

d wit a total of fou • Thi i s tion rive the major 

port' on of ·ts s ni icance ro t t th t t as the only 

nstitution e m n to bo t h o h kingdom • 1th ugh rrim n 

do 

to hi l 

i i 

i d 

th s 

ot nt·on thi o · n _, ( a d a l mo t hol ly indebted 

f or th abov i orm ton one rni ng th in ti tut ion) , 

uit possible tat it ,r ah d t mon lith · c pro or t ons 

ol 1 y b c it a the ole · n t i tutional l in betw · n 

0 s . tho gh t r i cer nly mo than an 

met o t h in th r i that authori t y c succ ssfully 

uperimp d from ab v wi hou op lar up~ort , i ts ms 1 o 

o b 

t a 

n hi or ·c l f ct th institu ion f w nd o som 

er xt t 

m na 0 t r 

nth p opl 

· tenc • 

ho l nder t mar 

lthou ht er i o is r ca t timo y a to t h 

'p 1 ity' o th 

o r t h h th 

( ot pprov 1 r 

and r 

p 

tha th 

p r"od l l 

ath of 

i . 0 

rs 

psy ol 

h 

n 

b 1 , t r 

0 

t 0 er se , . its rd al accumula t io 

V OU Cl 

1 

pro e • 

ould m o indict 

rd 1 g cqu scene 

rh p t e pp 1 e 

C lly p r d r m on t i t utions 

ch pre iv d . or t 

d' nd arm in 

a b t o qui i tor G n r 1 for 



- 17- Rhc J.... ' 
3 J •C. 

f- ha.. z. i eA., ~ . ~ • 

11 th n·s re . It ould m th t n u . iti n 

V ic focal p i t for all th sympat iz r of 

p ni u i n . th t p in had p y for th 

tit tion n ho p v a l.n J pi . t 0 

r 1 1 u into r C hie a to la d ing 

i m 0 y 1.m1.l tt m t to ru t i ious an oc . 1 

h t • 

f a r th r . t i 9 t . y CO C rning 

bl f th n iti n nd th n ing co on ic 

l n of P n C pl x . H 1 t t th ui"ition 

r C a a th ~ pani rds' i t ,. ire .o li rty . 

tom t i th n lo y h t th liz ion that l'b rty 

dr n· f h r h r y ro t i idu p c·p-

itat n C o ic 1 e hich to 1 -d t her ... 1 n a 

or d p r . in 0 to q11 rr 1 rrim n 

y J.4': t p ni h t p r m nt s nc I m sur th 

t,) e t d 1 h thi pr b m t n I m, but lunt 

m t .!Q cto th pani h conomic impul e d 

ctly he i ion m a li tl 0 r - . H 

0 1 t t t.h me 0 d or popul 

i h h ft icious g n si nd that 

one m 'th ov r th 0 tol r n to th 

o"'t i t t na ••••• ,> Th r r ci 1 

nd li ious u y had b n fir d a ecis ly th mm nt th t 

thy h d 1 t· i d th tio al con·olio tio fo hich 
14 

patriots ·th to had rd n ly bu frui 1 ong a • ' (To 

118 . .. Of, 
~ 

1C:t< & v·- • i Li:_ S,' c.. t 
tE.Xi:'-f:,-G ' , Vl... 



m mind i t ould m that om sort of co omic n tiona l i m 

ould b th 1 gic l r ~ ult inst ad of hat ctually id o cur . ) 

Th.:. 0 s 1 - d d driv .. to rd r li i ous 

nd rd C ty it sup r C l u ·ting of th ki ngdoms 

_n i ad a V ry pol· l C V • n ender d supp r 

rm th ri ts b c s th y f ar d th t the 01·t1.ca unifi ation 

i ht suf. r f th y off d r li i u 0 ositiori to h mov in 

t i r cti n_. A h ... am t · th prort o the r l"giou 

f nat c obt . n 0 h m l tion a th t oo p am y 

0 -.r ~a p li l.C l t n C ry vi! 

to rat r · ood . o m V m t b cam marri d 
15 

to r for b fo 0 It s i t r tine to not 

th o iolo ic 1 f t ere t on o the oly ffi c 

h d pon V .1.a m nor l. which re ided in p in uring 

hi m Th n uis n had n th I'ity 0 :;: t tt VO ed nd • 

r f d J ws" ho h d no cont c t it h ch r e • Ho V r. down 

o this p r·od ther h n n m r us conv ho h d mbr ced 

C en ec of 1:h r COO l nta s which 

i 0 f . 0 the G.2.§. , of cou s id 11 i hin th 

uri diet n f t. Holy and hey d mor han th ir 

du h re of har h ft ct o n nq i·ion 

s to driv um OU con r into h ir ori f ith 

o d to ca ·the i t. hich 

in t th ... • n ho V th t n ui ition 

d t t C i V Th- n e th th nd h 

coun i th p C S l ont m n tio bo h xt rn l nd 
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it rn 1 . t oon cam tor l ze that th x ul ion of th 

Je h only a · nue o a pr ctic l hoMo~ neity . or conomic 

0 eI x ul 10 t t ~s times m d d i it l 

n l ot o nly s 

t not o q ·t of 
1 

an 1 92 that 

Ul.t bl xcu r en d 

· l d no lon~ r th 

n c Sur to th 

sour e o r u h b 

1 • Te is ov ry o 

n h d n 

i cov ~ ed to inan th 

h 

s a 

d 

eratio 

0 

t. 

hei ov rnm n , and thy 

o 19 o o the·r r 

no r dy to 

thi • 

oce d w th 

e riman 

co tt 

, er 

in 

J 

y m h1.c 

r p rt 

tr ngent 

co d 

i 

sot fr co n·t on 

... h la t 

a cl r l y du • 

, d • s ooon s 

1 h 

Th e ct o X 

an 

us 

h '"'0 , 14 L nd d. t 

th tis or 1 v h 

a f sh·o d to i os o e x l a J 

isl to icn f aud and-robb r . 

on en h v nt f . _,ol 

mi r 

nd 

• 

r 

n id 1 

i on 

t t 11 

nd . T 

f 1 

r v ry 

r · 1 h 

C e 

v d nt t 

he cut y 

p il c o l nd C l o s s 

c d p n hers l f y 

V r rio sly c n er I C 

CO n T t 

c c q nc s h· ch r V 

rath r mor cone n h t t 

l o h . le .,,. ce 

• T 

th 

i bori 

h rr 

onarc 

t 

h ·ch 

t 

c ntri 

y 

ho r , 

uld oo 

s oul d 

th ir u ht , 



s 11 • to m u 1 , th u e kin in 1497 th t 

h ould do -li is • Th mo a ible r ult o th xpul ion 

that th re s r ad· y av il bl lon thl bord r of th 

ish com .. l X a e dy d wa t·n ·ttn C mn o J ws ( 00 

to b yme t d b , oor and ro e an . quit n r t b ng 

d fro th r at rland nd quit X us to 0 anythi 

to r .r d V lopm n into gr - t 0 .. 
er th. 1.c tor t n d I b 11 f red quit 

i r 1 t rms t th V nquish d o r pro i d th th y ould 

e in d t roed n n·oyrn nt th lr own ro r y nd 
12 

sto. s , 1 s and relig' on . h V n the xil d 

00 s .& om da t t·k r f n h r ki ,;,dom ·- a ov 

y uld indicat he had no id of xpelling h r o .vn 

oor t ny i n "'h n r futur • Howeve a l y 14 2 , 

e had r viv d th rchoisho r c ot ada n . nst l] d 

Hern nd e la r as i hi f" .,u t tho.u h it oon ·b C m 

b io to th z lou 11 h t h a mor r s 0 siv 

0 h uthor·ty o om .f ast 1 • ntl y , 

h r C ranc sco -Xim n s 1 nero 

sh . s ist~nt . " n l.x . 1 deter n t on an f nat· c ze l 

r tne prop a ... · o f the hri ti i h re th rinc i 1 

'tr t 0 rdin ry pre . .. . . . . . rom th m 

0 i rriv 1 3r d h omin d ev • • • • th 

ntl 1 v,ra s simply lbw d mph z d 

t - V nt of the hri i n ai h by the s onv l nt 

".t od e -- - t r r o " p is n m s celeb a e·d • 

l st V ry -,h r . h r 'I s no on ny C oice .J. op n 



J 

o th 

lif 

0 X • th y h to ·C pt hr is i nit y s w of 

r 1 v th co tr . 

t ti 0 

h :., m ss 

con r n d 

i 

i th 

th t I s 

u f oor.. h n 

th co 

li ious 

h ti it/ 

Ct V r h i 

n 1 ost co 1pl t V r 

r t 

i i 

n 

t t 

r im o 

t·on 

i cov ry of th 

h d ct1v y i c rd th 

i n f cto n t. o h 

p cy r l 

C 

0 t 

t s to b com V r 

0 

0 

In c n t 

S 0 

t 

y sixt 

th 

d r ct·v di 

l t w 

d to C 

C n 

o ph no 

h 

0 

o d. 

in 

r f irl 

r, i 

r ro or c 

h fr f_o t of p emoting 

s mu h mo 

of th i ex 1 ·on 

ly r yin t 

ru r sh 

• hi -. r pr 

r pos t · n of 1497 . h r ns 

b t y ror th 

ni h 

n f 

i h 

p c·p·ta 

1 

i nif -

r on y n h 

m us 

d ct 

1 

tn 

m 

0 

i y l t _ 

o th ut r 

J w t y r 

g n b tony t 

of h rl V h 

p ni com l x 

c no c 

·ai in o tion 

mo rn ig 

corpor n , ' t st • " ain's r th r po 

y 

th 

transpor 

th c 

on o 

him l f 

y t n rs) 

· oo • h 

nd h s f 

di ly by 

i try h f r _r ho 

ly to out xn S n o th 



t r nd ba c to th n rth r t u pl ay d 

a t nth pani h c o omy . 'Th int uct· n of 

y th , oor n tn "ddl A u pani h 

ool I' n th orld n y increas d 

h r n • Th s p a m r bled them-

l t n u d t tun o th thi t th nt ry 

ora r to t f the ul f tri i 1 

d h r.:se i UC a 1 r ca c,pera tion 

Th C m " Hono ado Con jo de la • 

1 by p e n mm 1 ak n r 

rot V p i h C S 0 av J.t for e 

· hie cou d p 0 .d ov rnm r wit ho s nds of l in 

h u 4 

four fl dr·11 n C pos t m t c t d_ 

th ir o on r u 0 fr th 

l n 1 th d z n h 1me 
21 

VO r1 n 0 t n of thous nds . 

r in 1 h er 0 t ul t mate 

ntro ti n . th nt of 

t ta V, $ C C .in • Th 

ono t . b r UC ch i 0 c; , oul b by 

cr o n t X C i is n ur l i ric igh 

r l 0 oth r 0 • l. C . l c:: ·of t C n. u of 

roy t oi in S 0 ft r th a hol i c 

on r hs ca t 0 r 0 t l rin of h privil g s 
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f h M t • T s J d h d alm die a or al p r ov r 

uch t r n r nary hi~h · y an h cl o ur common 

l nd:;; . ' ay , tr i ro al ppor e a .W S , 

1 0 0 h n r ::-.)t gric l uri t nd oth r s 

to t i n. ' 
r t J I w I' 11 d in nd th anis h 

d d r comm r l. X C onsulado 

0 p to h t ol d p it to 

r , J d a o ls to e o d oy 

f l d e 1 s ld th a·r hich 

I' ·o a p p • d din 

d 1 po d ch e ber r C u r of th 
23 

ro i i prop t a o 0 h 0 ·01 he h uppl i d . 

i o p r 0 0 h V u· 1a . n m ny 

r p t c. rtain t tl C h l nc 

0 .t pi l . tic i • Th r 1 ce 

0 hi rod C io , a i v ·du 1 old r d 

h 0 r 
. ut t corpor tion • 

cl i - ho s rr in t· u which 

d prop m n m ""0 C wer of this 

in u i h_ p wer l t t h oourg oisi 

cou h ha ·n y ad ol y th ir 

r i st b e X n C io . Th 

C O n a 1 bl o r i mo e han ve 0 o trol 

V r t i op i . ev h t n v r dire t p rtn • 



Da vi f el th t "It has lon b en ace pt d as an 

obviou f c t that Castilian griculture was destroy d by the 
24 

M st . n How v r , thi rathe blunt statem nt does merit .som 

V r qualific t io s . the b ginn ng of th sixt nth 

cent ry ( h n t h M t a wa to achi ve the pin cl of ·t 

pow r nder rdinand n Isab 11 ) Ca atil produced mor wh t 

t h n sh con urned . No t unt il 152 did th i port of what becom 

n gr cul t ur n C ity. This oul d C r inly s rve to _ 

ndic t th t he c ltivation of what did n e ac 1 y prosper 

U!:ing this period . Since w kn th t h M sta wa utilized 

s an p rt sour ce of v nu y the monarchs during this 

p riod and it is l o ical to postul te tat the Mesta was 

primaril y int r std in obta inin as uch l nd as pos ·bl for 

sheep and as l it l s po sibl or ha t , the r esult mu t hav 

b n the d i mi ut ion in th producti of - hat . 

An int restin the ory in r gard to t his d cl·n 

think is but an int restin th ory} is that th declin 

as du to the tradition o th country . It as f lt th t 

t i l 1. i . of the soil was m n l occup tion fit only for 
I 

s rfs an oris c s . Th p s nt y of C t il el t that 

(which 

thei:r social t tus wold n permit them to nag in such 

humble occupation nd would con equ n ly s n - tern tiv 

wh nev r po sible . My only critic ism of t his heory would b 

that it place too much r liance upon the impa ct that pr co cei ed 

r ole and st tus ymbols ply in history . It i quit tru th t 



t hy do ha v om influenc . but in an . con mic qu stion such as 

t his , I b l i eve that it is incumbent upon the historian to 

find conomic grou ds for thi th ·ory and not to place too much 

mphasi upon r ther n bulous sociologic l ·hypothes v n 
25 

though t hy r artial y valid in som c s s . 

11 rd t o Amr ca a limit d to single port ---

Cadiz , until 1503 ; an th n v · 11 aft r that y ar . A Hous 

f rad as or anized by an o dinanc of 1503 er ating th 

offices of C ntroller , ecr try nd Busin ss Manag r . From 

ti nuc l s pr ng larg bureaucr cy which wold rival ny 

modern co portion ·nit el bor t procedur . This Hou 

ad thr e important 

f n t i ons : t h resp sib lity of reg s _ering c r go , regulattng 

m r tion o m ica , nd th prohibi t on o s u gling . Through 

th n t ural roe ss of de lo m n, it soo be an to s rve as 

n t ical u i v r ity and ec m c n er f or . set~. I t _had 

supr m jnr i diction ov v rything t ha hap ned n board 

its sh·ps , n in g n ral, it 
26 

ith mer i can tr • 

Ca s t le ha often be n 

ith V ng nc • i s· s ms 

i n ed of c reful r vi ion nd 

r on as llo ed to share in 

rythin in any ay connec t d 

acc used o p actic i ng r e ntilis 

to fe 1 t t his as sump i on i 

crut i ny. H notices h 

ric n trade after the d ath 

of I ab lla . Ho v r, t sis probably ot s much n indication 

o a lac n ss in th conomic polic ie of eastil , as it is 

th er inand er y u urped the o er nor e t h har 
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w al h ith r on. Charl s v. w nt s far a littl 

l r as to llow som of his non-Sp ni h subj cts to ng ge 

in trad with the result th t erman families such as th 

Fu · nd oth r s acquired tr m ndous financi l holdirig . 

How v r ther e probably dif r n consider tions which 

prompted him to do hi than w re pr s nt in the r ign of th 

C hol·c monarch . 

11 min ral mine w r consider d to b roy 1 pop rty 

dur g thi riod and th y constituted V ry valuabl source 

of re nue for th crown. In p c t ic , ho V th Crown was 

con nt to s ttl for v r y ubst nti l perc nag ( on - fifth 

ft r 504) . 11 p c iou m s and min r l w r requir d to 

b brought t o th offic s of th roy yo ho ould stamp 

th m nd ab t ct he roy 1 p C nt g • Th roy 1 t k mounted 

to 22 . 000 , 000 rav di in 1505 , u h d i n to 6 , 0 0 , 000 
27 

y 15 a. is ourc lon ould hav b n suffici nt o provide 

fin nci 1 subv n ion to th jo ity of th conomic and soci 

ch n w ich h to b V nt d upon th p nis political sc ne 

in order to l t r h tr dition 1 panish patt rn . e of the 

mid- tw nt·e h c ntury ho V condi. i n d our lve to thinking 

i t m of tw lv f gur budg ts for p i in th ublic 

ec or must t k mi ut to li h tr m ndou imp ct 

hich th in lux of this r v n h d . 

B for t rn w y fro th n sh C n 
' 

it i of 

fund m n l importanc to not h r th n lu nc t at th 

c n r liz tin of gov rnm n u der F rdin d nd Isab 11 h d 

upon th int 11 c tu lint r t o it h bitant and upon -ny 

1 
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i if .cant c ange hich thy might h v pr cipitat din the 

i v rsiti • 'T g of d·sorder that pr c ded the ace ssion 

f r nand d b 11 h don much to t rd the g owth 

of n c l tur . By t ginni of h xte nth c ntury , 

uch of th l · ay h d b n m d p , 0 t t Era mus poke in 

th hi h t t rm of n h r dition e po ded fr ely 
28 

it h r m r f mous C 0 r • n L t r for mom nt a 

C S y 0 t e Univ r ity f al m C a b . g r present tive 

ni r i ty ch· V m nt . th mi dle o ·th sixte nth 

' 
it tot nrollm nt 632 hich lmo t no th r 

un co d u 1. " t tr t d tud· nt from 11 cl ss s , 

f:ro 1 t hy nobl s rro nd d by h tt nd nt s to th poor 

1 d on ch r t y for his li 1 h od (ev n 

hi old m t t u iv rs·ti nt st din 

cl s d distri u ion) . Th h co erv tiv and 

chol t C i its t nd nc i , it by o m n unr C ptiv of new 

id tt Prof 0 vi cite the X m 1 of t e op rnic n • 

t m b in t ht hr l ong be or t s cc pt d 1 e h r • 

i 1 1st r d to di c t um n b dy 

h r ot r n t r wa t·11 0 1 tigm 

i pl ci t 1. t. is Mn and wo er- d w·thout 

d inction to t co r s t ud a d d d o worn n 

t 1 ' L cia de drano nd J u -d ontr r r n the 

bit of iv ng publi l ctur t o he univ V lladolid 

noth r h Un ve ity hich ch V worl r cognition 

or t !J r·or m d ·9 l C ol ur·n t i p i o r di cus on. 



Th Univ r ty 0 le l found d und r C rdinal Jim n s 

in 1 08 . wa mous thou hout this period 

as b i n s cial pti tot a nin . t I. a 

r wh r th Bib cont inin th ir t e ew 

T ta n V r pr t publi • Da s em to f l that its 

Hebr t X t 0 d m nt 0 o d that it copi d 

for c t ri .urop .. t until th t ·m of ln burg 
30 

d K nic tt t r n r l t r t t r v rsion V il bl • 
h r inti s a l 0 

. t r oduc d rly int Spain ., 

ind 1 u 1 C 11 a b rt l t a in in Val nci 

rly s l 74 --· 0 three y ar b f r t n 0 p th 

t r ao t "ni t r . ft r 0 boo s co ld impo t d duty 

ry t in compari n 1 d n b C. H'bl r n 

hi h n h y tha t 

72 book r pr i nt d i P n h ton b f r th nd of the 

fit nth C nt y , h e o e 35 w r print din land during 

s r od., 

Th r a al ry unus a poll ·cal V nt hich 

s i f e t h h oce t i c s ir t ons of t Ca t ili n middl e-

cl s . Aft r Is b 1 ' s d t h , t e er n of a t l e nt t o th 

i s ue o her ith F dinand , nna . B th. h ir 

h d d uch t ro s tions as to t so nd ss of h r rd. · d , 

nd t e r vi ion that F r d s to b t includ d 

in ab 11 ' il l . h n Ferdin n rri d rm in d oix 

on r ch 22 , 1506 , th r a gr at of r ntm nt wit in 

th t i ink 0 that th ir country f l l ing 1 to en h nds , 



d·n nd 
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con 

1512 h 
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t th 1 f rs t t nd c v d h:ms lf p rman nt 

h rts of h c izen of tile, h n , ft r 

ni 

:r d t 

v r with t 

t.itl of h 

h lp o t Holy Le gu in 

Im to the C tili n 

cro n . I t urn d out ob v ry pol i i c n uv rash w s 

til l al to f ct·v y control he rov nc a i i a 

hi wn , a t th m b 

t u he f ars f th na 

Fr in nd h d or h n 1 ·ttl 

ut · 1 i t m c ani m 

t ·1 · an citizenry. 

f h in him 

ult 

nd . r id to h 
1 

d ht tn 

crifice hi o 

a t ·11 n-A a n 

on l ggr ndisem nt 

·com l x mi ht 

• 

ut r din nd 

nd rly n co f l ict wh 

v r bl to 11 i te comp t l y h 

as thr at ni g a ny t m 

b t n hi- t ingdom • .., st· 0 i l r g ded 

nd t e d t of ch o h r a om wh r n b d- f 11 

e din d i J n y 15 6 pr cipit d n wk rd ·tuation . 

ha l ' 
h s u 0 J o nn succ d to th th on 

n h w k ow to b · lmos t co y 1 mi h in his t mperame 

mov m nt ro in f VO of h "s youn r broth r , rd·n nd, who 

1 br o ht up in Spani h nv· ronm nt nd would 

h V n uch mor U C t i bl o Sp n . h infl ence . rdi 

Jim n s th l ndividu 1 ho eally V rt d t C 
.. · 1 strif 

y roe! imin rl to b V n thou h h h d no 1 1 

igh o ace mpl i h hi • t 0 th tu bul C s 0 

ra t tat then bl n i g t r S 0 lli nc ith 

t . 
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t he tows marriag f int rests which had n v r be n 

tt mpt d before . Th prop ct of ule by a Fl ming was almost 

unb a ble to the pr ud panish t mperament . Cha les r pudi t d 

the ood " r inal thrb gh the misguid d advice of his -iemish 

councilor nd thus a lost to im the only s nsible adviser 

who coul dha e lped h. ste r 
32 

clear c our e bet een th two 

oppos · ng ctions . t oul d s e no purpo e n n ssay of th s . 

t yp to d al with the v riou mens b . h i c h th future Charl s 

co trived to secure th prop r oath .of all giance from th 

o ts of h s kingdom ad to s cur 

to arry on his variou int r sts . 

n ampl al l otm nt from th m 

hen too a di scussion of 

th u ur . E p ror ter t e d a t h of M i i l i an in Janua r y ll , 

1519 , ould ntail som dis cus ion o i cont mporar • 
raotis I of Franc and H nr II f nrJ land , hich no doubt 

oul d b int resting , but ich , by defini t i on , e hove xclud d 

rom t e scope of this ay . T itua t ion in p in as of 

q it d.f rent en e than that hich ex std in ranee and 

England . The fu dam ntal problem hich fa c d F rdinand and 

sa 11 fter th ir marriage ( nd hich still f C d arles 

Vin 1519 t o som xt nt) unit • 11 t h i thoritarian 

and m C n listic m s r s r or nt this on 

ov r - r ding C it r·on . Ev ry co omic sur e consider d 

from t vi poi t 0 u ifying th r ones -Ca til i n complex 

in ord r to C ng h particul r is t and som w at · n tionalistic 

at t ern of ocial consciousn s 

th continu of t ir P r 

h ch had bend v loping ow r 

xist nc • Thi w s the grater 

ood in th m nds of th Du l onarch and ev n the ~ ople 

t h msel ve s w r subordinat to it . 
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T e ri ft e nglish ational monar chy provi es toe 

histor · a ith am ch more d fi niti set of lim·ting po · nt ~ 

ile t ere i om do bt as t wh r Jo 

and nr y IV of C stil. mi ht not h ve laid th fo nda tion o es 

of absol utism in the Iberian ninsula, ?.nd w ether har l es 

VII Louis Xi m·ght not hav pro p rly co i ion d t ; dec l i i 

nob· y c c pt th i fat of po i t ical ub j g tion, there 

a pe r s t o be ittl e di erg c · i n is 0-r i 1 c ircl e a 0 t t 

ss · v i p~ c w,. C l the accession of the Tu 0 S pr C pi ta d 

T b ttl o th i n which Hen y Tudo 
' 

the La castri 

t, def ted · ch rd III 3 h incu bent Y r ki s'h r pr sen-

t t i v was t o have fa - r ach·n implic tio 5 for th . stiny 

f t e ; l i .. n ~ chy . T Engl i sh op l ac had gr own 

it wary c i vil nd y stic t ggl Th s pec -

t ori 1 V t ge p i t .ad ov ide th w· t h 1· t e oppor u i ty 

t o di s c rn any i ol ogical or litica l di ff nee twe n th 

w e co u t T 0 As i h m s 0 e s i d, ' t es m t s (t 

\ a of s s ) b king ' s games s i t t t g - lays, a d f r 

the mo s t par pl yed up n scaff o d ,." T e ninth s tr e t 

db c ome uite dis il usio ed bout the natur l or d r f thins . 

Th ce s s c ivil w r s for det e monar chy s ee t 

re s nt a ate of n r - nar c • Th d pt h of a poli t i c a an 

s oc ia l vac um h b en rac e a nd t e i i vidua l in a 

quan ry as o which dir ct i n was r e ly th y out T 

~er s onality of H n y VI was ne i c. wasp C t l y s u . t d for 

is a e . H had ta very sh wy er it r, c l a i m t o h t n 



- 33-

an thus re .liz from le outse t th the ust s bstitute 

poli t ·c 1 v ·gor forte lack of a legit· at claimo His 

emperament as o e hie was properly conditioned to the 

xec • tion of an exec utive preroga t·ve •. He woul be 1 s r mental 

in for ing a work·ng pa~t ership with parliament ry governm nt, 

' t only bee us e p rli ment ·wa g ner lly in t un with his 

wi hes . e was politic and t ctf ul n, lthough not pr e-

ps essing i n perso app ar nee , coul displ ay g ea charm~ 

In sum, his intuitive gras of ~ht ·t m nt to· e polit ician 

befor the age of politicia ns h ~ re lly ar rived w s to erve 

him in gr ts ead in erecting ~onolithic national tate , 

I En an much sin our d y, t r e existed vari us l obbyis s 

w o exerc s d a par amount inf ence upon th forma in of bot 

dom stic nd fore·gn po i cy. attle f osworth had never 

comp et ly ext.rmi ted the Yorkist fa ction , but it a 

eff cti vel y cl ed n av nue o compr mise . Henr y was q it 

satisfied with an gr ement tom rry Eliz be t h of Yor k an 

th r by at empt er-die te ny talk f n ill g 1 us~rpat ion~ 

T e War of Roses h d been a power str uggle b twe n two dyn tis . 

It re elution h d een ccomplished by a conct·tion 1 surr n er 

redicated upon a p litic 1 comp mise . H nr y w s n wt king 

s e s to pa c ify the st ilted ocia cons c io· sne s of the e id by 

co umrna ting a dynas t i c marriage whic h would uni e e two 

ou es . 

towns had be n the chief ec nom·c unit throughout 

t hi period . Thy h d os cil l ated fro . one faction to nothe r 



w'th v ry ittle re~ r d fr 1 git "ma te determinati n of h 

r ight£ l r u r . E nomi c consid eration l oomed par m unt in 

the e ermin tion of the llegia ces during this pe iod . The 

new c pi 1 · stic-ori nt t burea c ac y er e sha ply af f ected 

y t he azar us tra vel condit ions an 

direct d towa r ds th e fo ste ing of a qui c 

inf u nee w 

nd well .... order ed 

pe • "Bus ines s s us ua l" was consider ably more impo tant 

th n ny d term·n t·on of legit im cy. 

"Wi h h i ts lf Engla nd felt 
ittle co ce n , b t she wa s ery anxio s to see 
. e end of uncer inty whi ch eeme lik ly 

to bring t urpos le s qua rrel o an end , 2 
For her the pr p to i y was h r wn ." 

Ric a r III during h ' s if t nure (1483 1485 ) eems to hav 

be n he only k" ng of Engl nd uring his p ch to enun ia e the e-

if th t th author i ty f th ki ng r ots · the directi~es 

of Parl i ent. hep ecept had l ng be ace p e ht the 

ar liam .nt h d rimary r sponsib' ·ty f or aki ng win c cordanc 

with whi c· t he kin shou d reign t th ki ng h d non the l ss 

occ up · e t e pos· ion of pr eminence. "The pathy of En g an 

toward t e dyn tic qu rr 

of t h two noble fa ctio s ; t e 
g n ta r li f , mong t n bili ty at 
1 ast, at e isapp ar nee oft e ar -
h n'e R'ch rd ; the gener des ir e fr 
s b e v r nment---~ th t hi ngs provided 
f or om s t of g ar nt e ht any ul 

h 'ch promised some sor t of pe ceful or r 
w 11ld be ac cept d . tt 3 

It oul be ex gg r ation to s y t h h ar na e ad been 

d s tr yed by h civ i w r . Bu by any s tand ds , i t s be en 

C ably maime . Th gr t e t n me a be n k ' lled · nth 

w .r nd the· r pr og ny as a g n ral r 1 , did n t pos ses t e 
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. d pt f persever nee or d ptness t po i cal c om romis 

wh· ch had een v· d t in th ir fathers o Of the fifty - four 

nobl e f amil ies wh· ch had been es nt at t he 1 s t ar i ment 

befor t he c i v war in 1454 eight en w r r pr es nt t 

t he beg ·nni g of Henr s fir t parl · ament . 

T e 

" par fr m t he ccid nt s of atta i nder and 
leg 1 pr c s s and the me e was ta 3 of c· i l 
war , e s ates were ss r munera t · e th n 
they h d be n · t he n b es as a cl ss 
di no take to m r chand'se . T eir incomes, 
bas d a e y u cs o r y rents from 

and, were t · e wh i ic s w r a r eady 
t he pw rd gr adeo They fe t he pinch of 

t h 's g more kee y bee us e they wer rea 
send er s ." 4 

f -confid nee and ~or 1 oft e gr eat b ronage d been shaken . 

"The l on and br t al strugg eh d s ap d t e anc i en o o r 

nd the anci nt sense f dut ." An cut es ns e of e f - wareness 

ad r is n whic ha not b n s edomi nt ng th e Middl e 

Ag s . "Mutual J.. tr u t " see ed to cha acteri ze t he m i volent 

temperament f th se e ple . Thus it seems t hat the nobility 

was far fr om c pabl of of f ering a so i d fr o t t o the ·rnperid ing 

c l enge of hen t'ona l ~t te comp x. 

The Church it s elf w s "il f i t ed to act as a che c 

upon royal authority and til ss to b stubstit te for ·t . 

Its osition i the f'el d of po itics tun ik th t f 

t h nobl es . t had gr eat s t rength , ye th t tr ngt h cou b 

m eyed in 1 iance w· t h he r y 1 powers more rea y t han 

in o posi ion .~ The chbrc was un ubtedly ac e pted s the 

c ntr 1 eleme n in the society f t e t i m . Th Ch nc llor of 

t he ea m was nvar b y a C ic o n til 1529 hen ir h m 
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oligarchy was basically aristocratic. More than half the time 

they came from dissatisfied Yorkist families who had been 

repelle ' by Richard III or Edward IV, and who had turned to the 

Lancastrian upstart in order to receive the political reward that 

accompanies every change of administration. Many of the Yorkist 

castles were placed in trust by the crown to be distributed at 

the discretion of the King whenever some great favor might be 

rendered. The Earl of Oxford was "keeper of the lions,lionesses 

and leopards" in the Tower of London with wages of 12 pence a day 
8 

for himself and 6 pence a day for the support of each animal . 

The forests prov i ded a invaluable source of patronage which could 

be doled out by the King to his influential friends. 

Despite the sense of insecurity which Henry must have 

experienced immediately after his assumption of the crown , he 

dismissed all the foreign mercenaries in his employ soon after 

the coronation, with the exception of a small corpus of regular 

guards which were organized after the trench model. He was 

apparently looking into the future and expected to ·ustify 

his governrrent by popular support rather than superimposing it 

from above. Only twelve days after his arrival in London , Henry 

·issued the writs for his first parliament. This move was obviously 

directed toward creating a facade of duly-constituted authority. 

It would also enable him to put his finances on a more sound 

fiscal basis and to more thoroughly prepare for the reward of 

the faithful and the destruction of ' he political heretico His 

opening statement to parliament clearly mirrors this desire as 



he says that he has come t o the throne 11 by just inheri t ance 
9 

and by the right judgment of God given in battle.'' In an 

addendum he decla r ed to "maintain all his subjects in their 

rights and possessions except such persons as had offended 

against his royal majesty who would be punished in parliament." 
any • 

Henry did not inaugurate/new and radical relationship with 

parliament, but merely revived and extended the prevalent 

concept in the light of the socio-economic conditions wrought 

by the ~ar of the Roses. Henry demanded that the Commons invest 

his succession with a front of le itimacy even though he fully 

realized that this action would far from satisfy the insurgents. 

It is rather paradoxical that the acquisition .of this prerogative 

by parliament ( the right to delineate the succession to the 

throne) did not arise originally from a desire •t Parliament to 

assert its natural superiority, but rather from a conscious 

effort by t he crown to manufacture an aura of legitimacy to 
10 

shroud its own authoritarian programs. The crown superimposed 

natural superiority upon parliament to shore up its own authority 

and to create the prerequisite system of order. It would be 

rather ingenuous, however, to suppose that this declaration of 

the ri Jht of succession was anything more than a de facto recognition 

of an accomplished fact. 

It would be not quite true to maintainthat Henry adopted 

a single-minded attitude of vengeance for vengeance's sake 

toward his political enemies. He realized that he would have 

to present a formidable front against opposing political 



facti ons to deter them from consolidating their f orces against 

him. But he al s o issued a general par don f or all those individuals 
11 

who would "submit and swea r fealty to t he new King" Cromwell 
12 

was t o characterize this policy la ter on as· 0 healing and settling." 

It was directed toward fostering n awareness t ha t the Tudor 

dynasty would demonstrate forc e and violence whe n t he oc casion 

demanded, but that they would otherwise manifest a fundamental 

desir e to implement peace and r es ,ect for all human ri ghts. 

Sir Francis Bacon was the ch i ef practitioner of the royal 

will during th i s period and it is f elt by many historians tha t 

he was the chie f arch i tect of the "act ·. of resu~ption'' by which 

Henry decla r ed himself the proprietor of the -crown lands which 
13 

had been claimed by Henry IV in 1455. 

Henry realized that to a l arge extent the political 

stability of his r ealm would be determined by the fiscal soundness 

with which it met its obligations. The treasury was empty when 

Henry came to the throne and the royal jewels were in pawn. 

The crown owed money in France and was forced to borrow more f rom 

the merchant companies to meet its current liabilities. Henry 

compiled a rathe r comprehensive list of all the various sources 

of r evenue available in his domain and erected a rather elaborate 

fiscal structur e with quotas to be abstracted from the various 

areas of the crown lands. 

"Ther e is in the Public Record a manuscript, 
incomplete and of uncertain date, which includes 
an . 'estimate of the daily diet and expense of 
the king's household' •••• provision, in round 
sums, is even made for contingencies such as the 
entertainment of ambassadors and 'the enlarging 
of the principal feasts." 14 



The bill of attainder and the act of resumption served as very 

powerful instru Jents in implementing the royal will during ·this 

restive period. A hostile noble who did not demonstrate his 

good faith by an act of propitiation would s ud denly find his 

lands seized and himself imprisoned for a substantial period 

of time. A vacuum had been generated by the decline of the openly 

hostile nobles and the otmr elements of society who had supported 

the loser, and it was into th i s area that Henry was determined 

to intrude. To compo und this ins~ability at ho~~, the general 

at itude of her far neighbors was far from comforting. I r eland 

always se emed to exhibit a fond affection for Richard Plantagener , 

and· the French still nourished a distaste for anything English 

because of the still-vivid memories of the invasions. 

"For the first twelve years ot his reign the new king 
was constantly engaged in putting down rebellions, 
checking conspiracies, and passing laws which made it 
dangerous as well _ as dif f icult tc ferment local disorder. 
It was his settled policy to represent the risings 
against his authority as things of small account, and 
it was partly because of the supreme confidence that he 
always showed that he won; but it was not till afte r 
1497 that he established a clear ascendance and stood 
forth in the eyes of Europe as the founder of a dynasty 
which had come to stay." 15 

Henry~s basic concept was to institute a foreign policy 

mid-way between two extremes which would provide him with a 

period of grace in which he might investigate some positive 

steps which could make the equilibrium permanent. It seems fairly 

certain that Henry realized the val ue of a lasting peace and his 

basic dilemma was to carve a path for England through the welter 

of petty jealousies which had constituted the basic facts of life 
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in this period of revolutionary transition. Henry wanted to 

fortif y the status quo to ensure that no f oreign support would 

be forthcomi ng to his domestic ene~s. Professor Mackie feels 

that the chief characteristics of the diplomacy of the period 

were "the individualism" and"the realism" which were at the core 

of the renaissance. 

"Treaties were still fortified with threats of 
apostolic censure; but the papal thunder was not 
infrequently disre garded as a brutum fulmen, 
solemn promises were readily broken, and each 
prince sough t his own ends by all the means 
in his power. Just titles wer e valuable---• 
if they could be made in fact---- and, since 
the state was identified with the person of 
the prince, royal marria ~es, and even per ~onal 
idiosyncrasies were matters of high diplomacy. 
The result was a political••• kaleidoscope 
where the patterns would chan ·.e and mingle 
and divide with baffling uncertainty, •••••• 
a melodrama very different from the old-fashioned 
mystery where established characters played 
their recogn i zed parts upon a familiar stage •••••• 
•• recent developments in the political world 
had not only altered the old balance, but 
had brought the protagonists into relation 
with distant powers whose collective interests 
embraced the affair s of all Christian Europe; 
and the diplomacy of an English king was now 
af f ected by events which occurred in the 
Mediterranean, in the Baltic, and at Vienna." 16 

The Parliament of 1489 clearly manifests Henry's desire 

to have government play a paternalistic role in government. Some 

.of the measures which wer e introduced in parliament were rather 

common; he sought to regulate the conduct of butchers, capmakers, 

wool-merch nt , nr de l e s i n lie . Money was appropriated 
17 

for the army which was so on to embark tor Britanny. The Spanish 

treaty of Medino del Campo with France had j us t been consummated 



This treaty provided that Britain and Spain should ma e joint 

war upon France. Spain was highly disturbed that she was not 

able to obt~in Roussii1on and Cerdagne from France and was willing 

to fight if necessary. England was disturbed over Charles VIII's 

conquest of Brittany and his marriage to the heiress, Anne. This 

province gave Charles a danger ous advantage over England in 

case of war and, although neither party to t his treaty wanted 

to fight, each was willing to adopt a bellicose attitude to 

see if some concession could not be ar - anged. As it turned out 

Spain never did fight because Charles ceded Roussillon and 

erdagne back to her to secure his frontier before he embar ed 

on the Italian campaign. After Charles married Anne of Brittany~ 

however, Henry summoned the tamous 11 War" Parliament and declared 

his intentions to renew the war with even gr ea r f ervor . ( 'That 

war---- the previous one---- was to defend another man's right, 
18 

this is to recover our own." The war was fought and won without 

a battle being engaged. The trea y of Etapl es i 149 2 ei s 

e ry fr hi e i 1r s i n the Brittany campai Jns an both 

monarchs were glad to cease this absurd war with no clear-cut 

vi ctory either way. 

The traditio 1al method of obtaining revenue for the 

crown had been divided proportionally between the cler9y and 

the laity. The Clergy had been authorized to provide one-fourth 

of the money wh i le the laity contributed the other three-fourths. 

I have mentioned previously that Henry had ordered a thorough 

census taken of all the s our ces of revenue available to the 

crown ~ This stud y convinced him that a more progressive tax 



structur e should be arranged. An income tax of 10% was estab

lished to extract the money f rom the laity and a pr operty tax 
19 

of 1/8 on all personal property. This system would have provided 

enough long-term revenue to have waged a sustained foreign 

campaign. Since the treaty of Etaples had settled the conflict 

in Br ittany, he could now devote himself t o hi s ledgers and develop 

the economic strength of his country. It is rather symptomatic 

of the age that the exalted mevieval conception of honr (which 

Henry himself had invoked by his own statement) could dissolve 

so r eadily in front of the specter of a debit and credit balance 

sheet. The r e ar e those historians who feel that Henry never 

intended to fight at all, but me r ely organized this expedition 

to obtain recompense for the outstanding debts owed his predecessors 
I 

by the French monarchy. We certainly do know that Henry respected 

the value of the crown. It was to be the chief instrument upon 

which he would rely in fashioning his new monarchy. Henry was 

quite willing to ris~ an insurrection at home by waging this 

particular "war'' in order to secure a propitious and quick 

settlement for French gold. 

The true source of law for the majority of the English 

people was still divine lawo The law of nature was the concrete 

manifestation of .the higher order of things which God had created. 

To the extent that secular or positive law coincided with natural 

law, the masses were quite willing tp believe God's lieutenant 

on earth was successfully wielding his mandate. When the Lancastrian 

suc cession attempted to deviate from this higher order, however 



they were destined to encounter severe public discontent. 

No matter how divergent fact was from theory in the mind of 

the ruler, the two were still coincident in the mind of the 

man in the ·street. Thus it appears that the people of Britain 

were far removed from any renais sance in political theory. They 

were still wedded to the traditional beliefs. It was the particular 

geniu~· of Henry VII that he was successfully able to create 

a government based upon the new political scheme of th ings, 

while at the same time leaving the medieval theory of government 

unscathed in the minds of the mass s . While the peop e could 

never really distinguish in their own mind between t he administr

tive machinery and the government itself, there was a definite 

cleavage between the two as far as Henry wa s concerned . The 

working arrangment is really quite similar to the modern corporate 

str cture wh ich has arisen in the twentieth century . Just as there 

is a separati0n between ownership and control in the modern corp~ 

or tion , there was also a gap between the institutions of the 

people and the actual government. The people might own "stock" in 

various governm ntal ~rgans by virtue of the fact that the 

we r e · represented, but the real decisions of the gove r nment were 

made by a board of directors which Henry dominated . The royal 

judges, the counc il , and the coun'l.l in parliament might occupy 

estemmed posi tions in the new monarchy, but they never rose above 

being a glorified commit tee system which was also subordinate 

to the executive . Professor Ma ckie chooses to call him "an 

autocrat by consent", and, in many senses, he fits this pattern 

perfectly~O We do know that the ultimate authority of this gradual 
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centralization em nated from the royal per son himself, but it 

is important that we consid er also the mechanical institutions 

upon which this dynamic infl uence opera t ed. There were three 

great courts which operated in Westminister Hall---- king's 
21 

bench, common pleas, and exchequer . Their general responsibility 

lay in administering the common law and, although they were almost 

always appointed by the king and were within his realm of 

ef f ective patronage, it is significant that throughout our 

par t icular period almost all of the justices had rather impressive 

credentials to testify to their experience with jurisprudence. 

They were authorized t o negotiate between par ies and would 

receive a fee for every decision they rendered. They were 

therefore quite willing to enforce the rule of law upon society 

as each additional judgment meant a substantial increase in their 

own material welfar e. The gene r al opinion of historians seems 

to be , however, that they did not abuse this privilege beyond that 

which might be expected. These three courts would often meet in 

concert to discuss the application and legitimacy of the old 

statutes and to help draft new legislation. It operated 

somewhere between the modern Supreme Court and House Rules Committee. 

In addition to these courts of common law, the court oc chancery 

proved to be very influential. In essence this was an equity 

court which sought to rectify an injustice which might have been 

perpetrated by too strict an interpret tion of the law. The 

chancellor really oper ated as a "keeper of the king's consci ~nce~ 

All four of these courts exercised parallel authority in determining 

the valid legal precepts of the period. The r e was also a special 

type of justice who was appointed by special commission to carry 



justice to the relative far reaches of t he islands. This judge 

would also be a regular justice with an area of his own and 

thus would bring to bear the same legal code here as was 

exercised in the rest of England. 

Henry proceeded to go much further than his predecessors 

in reducing the power of the sherif. The sheriff had been 

the traditional ally of the noble family, and Henry recognized 

this immediately as a pernicious influence which must be erased. 

His tenur e was reduced tonne year and many of his duties were 

transferred t o the justice of the peace . This latter officer 

was to rise in stature throughout the Tudor's reign. They began 

to have authority in certain specific areas as agriculture, 

industry, vagabondage, and economic matters in general. Their 

ultimate responsibility was "to preserve good order and to 

recover for the crown the authority lost to the over -mighty 
23 

subject;" Each successive parliament witnessed the extension of 

t he justice's power into areas which had previously been reserved 

either for the sheriff or for other agents of the crown. The 

parliament of 1495 permitted them to hear all ''statutory offenses" 

short of felony with indictment and gra~ted them jurisdiction 
24 

over sheriffs and baliffs who were found guilty of extortion. 

The king had another alternative method which he could 

use to expand the royal prerogative. In addition to the promul

gation of additional edicts which could spell out the royal 

power in greater detail, the kind could revise existing edicts 

and oftentimes change the original meaning entirely from what 
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had been intended by parliament. Thi s method proved to be 

especially useful when the honeymoon between parliament and the 

king was fast drawing t o a close. The king wa s s uccessful 

in creating vague and nebulous areas out of what had one time 

been rather limited and specif i c powers. The result was that 

the justice of the peace was given almost complete license to 

investigate all breaches of the peace in piace of the more 

regimented schedule which he had followed previously. Parliament 

had evidently become a little concerned about the hegemony which 

this particular class of royal agency was beginning to achieve 

and in order to head off any encroachment- of their own power, 

they began to resist any direct expansion of the justice's 

power. Henry, being the shrewd and facile administrator that -he 

was; chose to use this back door to achieve his objective and 

thus avoid any untimely rift with parliament. 

"While their powers were thus lavishly 
increased, the justices were brought more and 
more under the control of the ir royal 
master. The Council was vigilant in its 
surveillance, and as councillors were 
named in each commission, it was well 
informed. The courts of common law 
could control the -quarter session by writs 
of mandamus for omis sions , and certiorari, 
for things done." 25 

By a system of checks and balances such as that described 

above, the king could prevent any inordira te aggrandizement 

of power les t the servant become more omnipotent than the master . 

He had more than a pa ssing fear that one of his special arbiters 

of justice might become a creature of the local aristocracy and 

thereby subvert the very end he hoped to achieve. To eliminate 
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this possibility the public was informed that if any man felt 

he had been abused by the justice, he could seek uremedy" 

either from a neighboring justice, a justice of assize, or 

the court of chancery. These justices operated as the very 

embodiment of royal power. An authoritarian r egime is only 

effective to the extent that it can convince the citizenry that 

the justice which i t dispenses (although autocratically conceived) 

is for the good of society. If a sufficient gap ever arises 

between the government's definition of justioe and what the 

masses hold it to be ( i.e. i f the masses feel that a special 

interest is being served rather than the general interest) then 

popular support of the existing government become little more 

than a myth. Henry could always place himself in a posture of 

empathy with the man in the street and thereby anticipate the 

moments of great domest i c crisis and head them off. 

The circle of Henry's chief advisers in political and 

judicial matters was known alternatively as "the royal co ncil" 
26 · 

and the "court of star chamber". The royal council was in many 

ways the pro totype of the cabinet system which has been prominent 

in the American political tradition. By much the same process , 

pf selection in which geographical distribution and representative 

occupations are consid ~red, Henry was also careful to include 

men who ~could represent the various areas of national life. 

He always included several clergy, a oouple of nobles, representatives 

from the commoners, and one or two of icers f rom the military 

service. The number of men who attended these meetings varied 

between six and ten . In the sessions of this extremely infl uential 



group were forged most of the decisions which affec ted the 

whole of English national lif e . They would generally meet 

four times a week to consider matters of general policy 

af f ecting the entire realm, or would meet in the star chamber 

to exercise their judicial capacity. Because of the historical 

notoriety which has attached itsel ' to the decisions which this 

council reached in this particular place, it acquired its more 

famous name. It would be a misconception · to regard this council 

as an innovation as in reality it had been meeting since the 
27 

days of Edward III. However, the political influence which it 

came to exert over the king was new and, when coupled with 

expanded jurisdiction in judicial matters, resulted in an 

entirely new concept in government. Each member of the council 

would have a primary responsibility in a certain area and was 

the head of the bureaucracy in that particular field. In 

judicial matters, they were theoretically limited to abstaining 

in matters of 11 life , limb and freeholdn, but this distinction 

was frequently violated in prac t ice. The court did not hesitate 

from exerting their influence in certain cases wh i ch were still 
28 

pending in lower courts . 

The people of England were just beginning to emerge 

from a political lethargy. Henry Tudor respected this new sense 

of sel f -awareness. The new preoccupation with economic~ social , -

and cultural affairs could be turned into a definite asset in 

a new nationalized monarchial system which could respect the 
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right of the people to demand changes,- on the one hand, and 

then justify a temporized status quo, on the other. 

"A silent social revolution was to be brought 
about by the ri s e of comfortable middle-class 
householdso The centers of social life had once 
been the parish church and the monastery and 
the great noble ' s hall. All of these had been 
very public places and the life in them a 
very communal 1 if e. • o. o •• alongside this, the 
smaller private house with its close family circle 
was growing up •••• It has been held t hat the 
growth of this home life fostered a new kinq 
of personal or family religion and brought about 
a decline in t he importance at t ached to sacramental, 
corporate worship as well as to the monastic 
ideal." 29 

This new social individualism was to be trans orme into a 

powerful force for the promotion of national unity. It was the 

singular contribution of Henry Tudor that he could grasp the 

spir it of the times with one breath and mould it into a militant 

national consciousness with his next. 
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FRANCE 



French society at the death of Charles VII in 1461 was 

a confused welter of personal relationships and interrelation

ships. To this date her political and sociological development 

had been colored by a succession of personal loyalties which 

extended from peasants to landowner and from noble to noble. 

The fabric o society had been conditioned by this allegiance 

of a personal nature which one individual paid to another. This 

is not to say, however, that ther e had not been some dissolution 

o the concentric bonds which had been in existence since the 

dissipation of the Roman Empireo The Renaissance of Charles 

Haskins, while primarily a revival of the critical spirit in 

art and letters, had also generated a desire among the traditional 

have-nots to throw off their bonds to the soil and to assert 

their individuality. It was not simply a case of nurturing 

that desire until it reached a full-blown reality, hcwever, 

that was sufficient to change the direction which medieval society 

had been moving for centurieso It was necessary that a series 

of strong meri should succeed to the French throne and to provide 

the sociological substitu t e for the feudal allegiance in a very 

rudimentary form of nationalism. The house of Valois down to 

the ascension ,.of Charles VII had made some very shadowy gestures 

toward centralizing control of what was really no more than a 

geographical expression. The assumption t c the throne by Louis 

XII saw the king practically sovereign in his own domain, but 

still quite limited both in legal authority and in actual practice 
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from expressing his sover eignty over t he l an s of his great 

vassals. For t he purpose of th i s essay, t her e needs t o be no 

real d i st i nction shown between the holders of the t r aditional 

fiefs and the holders of the appanages. Th i s latter designation 

was applied to those cessions of territor y which the king ma de 

to some vas sal who had rendered some specia l service t o him 

in battle or for some other reason. It was territory freely 

given, but of course, Louis XI I woul d not be too hesitant about 

asserting royal control over a county like Gex which had been 

renounced by Charles VII. It was reward enough ( from the royal 

point of view) that t he vassal's family had secured the income 

f rom the .land for several generat i ons, and it now high time 

that it revert back to the throne. It is impor t ant to keep in 

mind t he geographical composition of France during this period 

or, in a large easur e , geopolitics wo ul d determine many of the 

measures wh i ch the monarchy would institut e • . The geographical 

express~on, "L'Artois et la partie de la Flandre en decade 
L'Escaut, qui doivent l'hommage au Roi. Puis 
la f r ont i ere suit tres ir r egulierement la Meuse 
et la Saone, tantot e~ deca tantot au dela. 
Apres Lyon, c'est une· ligne tres compliquee jusqu'aux 
Alpes, avec des enchevetrements: il ya des terres 
francaises, sur le versant du Sud-Est, tandis 
que les hautes -vallees de l 'ubaye et du Verdon sent 
piemontaises. fngin, sur la Mediterr anee, le point 
termi nal es t fixe entre Nice a l'Est et Antibes 
a 1 ' Oue st. " ( 1) 

Lorraine, France-Comte, Bresse, Burgundy, the county of Gex, 

Savoy_, Nice, and Brittany were all very significant "lacunae" 

in the monolithic struc t ure which the monarchy was determi ned 

to erect. Charles VII had managed to extract certain special _ 



interests r om the principalities of Orange and Avignon, but 

aside from this, the French geographical structure had been 

static for some years . The Hundred Years ar and the Plantagenet claiffi 

of Franch soil had cer tainly given the earlier members of the house 

of Valois enough to worry about . The Tudors were to be much more 

concerned with digesting and consolidating their own territory 

throughout our period of investigation, and this wouldprovide 

the french kingdom with a sufficient per i od o repose to inaugurate 

its own program of recoveryo "Les seigneuries . feodales" were 

quite prevalent in the central· Lo i re basin, the central plains, 
( 2) 

and in t he Pyrennes. This rather heterogeneous configuration 

had its genesis with Sain~ Louis, the progenitor of the house 

of Bourbon. Not until the annexation of Lorraine in 1766 under 

Louis XV was the French state as we know it today to be complete. 

11 11 existe encore une multitutde de seigneuries qui forment une 
(3) 

veritable marqueterie dans le domaine· royale." Thi s paEticular 

"patchwork 11 was composed of the counties of Guines and Ardres 

in the North and Central parts; the counties of Dunois,Longueville, 

d'Aumale, d'eu, de Quix, and numerous others. It is important to 

realize that all these d~verse complexes in no way were adjoined 

to the French national-state by a common bond of nationalism. 

They were not exhilirated by the contemplation of a Panp 

Francais movement. It was to be the part icular genius of Charles 

VIII and Louise XII to translate the _ individualism of the renaissance 

into an intense sense of self-awareness and to thereby substitute 

the moral universal national-state idea for the previous adhesion 

to the feudal principality. There seems to be no question 
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but what the cultural developments throughout this period 

greatly heightened the individual's awareness of his own dignity 

and ma .e him more co~nizant of achieving an intelligible and 

meaningful existence in th i s worldo The Middle Ages had fostered 

a negation of the activities that could be accomplished in 

this world in the hope of enhancing the achievements that could 

be realized in the next. This was an adequate explanation 

as long as men were willing to accept a renunciation of all 

earthly endeavor. It was this period of the renaissance, however, 

which saw a revaluation of the attainments that were possible 

in the arts, and also of the attainments that were possible in 

statecraf~. We have already witnessed the direction that this 

impetus would take in the Spanish complex. France would participate 

in many of the basic reforms common to her two chief rivals 

but she would also contribute others thanks to conditions 

which were es sentially Frencho 

~•Mais, au debut du XVIe siecle, la situation 
des feodaux meme les plus independants, ne 
s urait se comparer a celle gu'ils avaient 
au moyen-age. Ils ont perdu tousles grands 
droits regaliens. La ~onarchie intervient sans, 
cesse chex eux, exige d'eux des soldates, l~ve 
chez eux comn e c~ez elle, des impotes, le.s . _ · · · 
soumet a ses Parlements, en somme les domaine ."-(4) 

There had indeed been a certain fundamental change in outlook 

among the majority of these principalities. Moot of the peasants 

came to be more concerned with their station in life. The great 

l and-owners gradually began to perceive that a vast transformation 

was beginning to take place in the texture of society which 

might well affect their vest d interestso The medieval 

Weltanschauung had clothed the individual with a protective 
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mantle of certainties. An individual had found his position 

in society pretty well defined in a rigid social framework. 

The advent of a money economy and the rise of capitalism had 

wrenched the order of things until an individual of low birth 

could achieve a position of prominence by vi~tue of his merit 

alone. All at once everything absolute seemed to degenerate 

willy-nilly into a welter of relatives . Everything which the 

middle ages had seemed to view as the inevitable results of 

cause and effect re lationships suddenly became tenuous . The 

implications of this period of transition upon the French scene 

were terrific . The immediate reaction of the feudal ba rons to 

th is change in perspective was an attempt to centralize gover nment 

within their own little spheres o influence. The Duke of Orleans 

established a "Chambr des compte s . 11 The Duke of Bourbon 

est bli h d an almost co plete and autonomous administration. But 

this shift in outl ook dema nded something fr more exten ive . 

The centr 1 governm nt had several advantages which were to be 

instrumental in hel ping them to be victorious . The y were already 

provided with the basic machinery wh ich co uld help them to 

subdue the feudal appanages. They were destined to receive some 

supper t fr om the embr-yonic spirit of national ism which the 

Hundred Years War had fostered. Perhaps most import nt of 11, 

their adversaries were irrevocably committed to t heir own special 

interests. If t he Duke of Burgundy, who governed almost as much 

territory as did the king, had ever been able to consolidate his 
I I 

own territory and to foxm any sort of ef ective coalition at 

all among the foes of centralization, the French national 

state wo uld nave been dormant for at least another fifty years. 
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There were in fact thr ee superficial coalitions formed against 

Louis XI, one in 1465, the second in 1467, and the third in 

1472. The barons attempted to clothe the endemic lack of harmony 

which existed among them by calling the first of these wars 

"War of the Public Good." This a t tempt was so ineffectual 

that it was di6c ontinued in the second war. The third war saw 

the res umption of an at tempt t o discover a sui table "raison 

d'etre·· with it ostensibly being waged with the purpose o± 

rescuing the young Char les VIII who, it was maintained, was being 

held en ba i l by the regent Anne de Beaujeu and her husband. 

This last at t empt was so outrageous that it resulted in their 

losing any degree of popular support which t ey might have 
(~ ) 

captured by elucidating their real purpose. 

The dynastic marriage was to be as i nstrumental in 

forging the French body politic as it was on the English and 

Spani sh scenes. Louis XI had attempted to gain the hand of Mary 

of Burgundy f or himself in order to integrate that particular 

province int o his grand design . Unf ortunately he was not able to 

prevent the facile Maximilian of Austria from wooingthis 

strategic princess and adding the Burgundian succession to hi s 

blossoming empire. By shrewd dipl omatic negotiation, however, 

he was able to consummate the treaty of Arras in December 

of 1482 whereby the Dauphin Charles was promised the hand of 

Margaret (issue of Maximilian and Mary) and that she should 

br ing Artois and Franche-Comte to the Fr ench state as a dowry. 



It is rather strange that no mention was ma de of the main 

body of the Burgundian legacy, that of Burgundy proper, other 

than Louis received it as "compensation for the felony of Charles 
(6) 

the Bold.'' It seems rather incongruous that Maximilian 

would have been as careful as he was to consummate a politic 

marriage with Mary and then let the most important part of her 

patrimony slip through his fingers. Compounded with thisis the 

inordinate amount of hos pitality which Philip the Good (Mary's 

father) had displayed to Louis XI in protecting him from the 

anger of Louis's father, Charles VII, after Louis had taken 

part in a heinous plot against the crown. Nonetheless the 

treaty of Arras was a very gratifying one from the French point 

of view and severely exasperated Richard III and Henry VII. 

It was this fait accompli more than any other stroke which 

prompted the Tudors to renounce the Plantagenet claims of French 

soil and t o turn instead to their own realm. After ~he _treaty 

of Arras, Burgundian powe r to resist the overtures of the king 

was nonexistent. In addition, in 1481, . the family of Anjou had 

died out and the last Angevin had seen fit to bequeath Maine, 

Anjou, and Provence to the house of Valois. Thys, by two 

fantastic strokes of good fortune, the French national state was 

beginning to take shape. 

There were three centzal problems with which Charles 

VIII and Louis XII had to come to terms: the first was the 

confused state of the -Common Law , the second was the establish

ment of a single system of weights and measures throughout 
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the kingdom, and the third was the suppre ssion of the inland 

tolls which acted as a sever e deterrent to inland commerce . 

Charles VII had drawn up plans to remedy the hetero~enous 

complexion of the droit coutumier , but he actually accomplished 

very little . However, in many respects, the recognition that a , 

certain problem existed was of gr eater significance than the 

actual methods that were used to eliminate this. By enunciating 

his intention to introduce conf ormity into t he divergent,schemes 

Charles had established a pattern which his successors could 

re i ne. After the English had been drive1 back across the Ch~nnel , 

the Crown became preoccupied with unifying the French dualism. 

This traditional dichotomy between the droit coutumier ~ and the 

drot ecrit had resulted in a welter of conflicting interpretations. 

The fundamental desire was to eliminate as much of the drott 

coutumier as possible and to couch the existing law in the f orm 

of the droit ecrit. One of the strongest influences upon the 

Roman Law of this late fifteenth century and the early sixteent h 

century came in the form of a universal movement which had 

tremendous repercussions over all three of the countries under 

discussion. This was the rise of the Humanist school under Cuius, 

the great law professor at Toulouse. They were especially 

influential in France where we have seen that the endemic 

dualism of law required more work than in our two other countries. 

"The new method introduced in the sixteenth century 
in the science of Roman Law is not the result of 
an isolated manifestation, but is at one with 
the general revolt of the human mind against the 
burdens of traditions and its accompanying abuses 
;,,;,~.~- Thus it has a close affinity with the 
religious insur r ection of Luther and Calvin, with 
the philosophic doubt of Descar tes, with the 
general literary revolt in Europe, with the efforts 

to reintroduce classical types of architectur e•••·•• 0 
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in a word, it indicates the assing away 
from medievalism to modern i sm." (7) 

Alciati, Denis Godefroy, Jacques Godefroy, DuTillet, the brothers 

Pithou and Bouchard were all instrumental codifying the irregular

ities in jurisprudence which had arisen with the passing of timeo 

"L'organization judiciaireo•••••••• 
continua. Ce fut une preoccupation constante 
pour la Royaute d'assurer ou d'etendre !'action 
de sa justice. Le Parlement de Bourgogne enstitue 
•par Louis XI, puis supprime par Charles VIII 
fut reconstitue et fixe a Dijon; celui de 
Provence fut etabli pa Louis XII, en 1501, 
apres avoir ete deja ebauche sous Charles V!II; 
l'Echiquier de Normandie fut ' rendu permanent , 
par une ordonnance de 1499, Un parlement dans une 
province, c'etait l'autorite, autant que la 
justice du Roi, rapprochee et presente." (8) 

Louis XII does seem t o have maintained more of an abiding 

interest in the propa gation of equitable justice than his pre

decessors . He was the chief architect of "le grand ordonnance" 

of 1499 which instilled a note of clarity and order into the 

judicial procedure of his day. 

"l'Ordonnance de 1499, reprenant en cela un 
edit de 1493 , s'attaquait a la venalite, 
introduite depuis peu dans les offices 
de judicature; et, contra la venalite, les 
rois allaient 1 elever aussi souvent et aussi 
vainement que contre le nombre exagere des 
·procureurs et la longueur des proces Elle 
declarait egalement que l es affaires devraient 
etre jugees "diligement', mais la procedure 
restait secrete; que la 'question' ne pourrait 
etr e inf ligee que sur l'avis de gens notables (9) 
et non suspects'', mais la question etait maintenue.n 

In addition, the o f ices of "lieutenants" "generaux des baillages" 

and "prevots" we r e reserved for gr~dua tes of the university. This 

regulation ef f ectively removed th ose of f ices from the list of 

bene f ices wh i ch could be doled out to the sons of illiterate 

grandees. I have indicated already the extent to which these 
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monarchs were concerned with eradicating the ~roit- coutu~ier. 

Lavisse seems to f eel that the greatest st~ides in this direction 

were ma de und er Louis XII rather than Charles VIII. nun recueil 

des Coutumes de France fut edite en 1516. Les documents relatife 

a la revision de la Coutume de Paris montrent comment se 

faisait la redaction. Des representant de la Noblesse, du Clerge 

du Tiers Etat furent convoques avec des membres de l' ordres 
(9) 

judiciaire . " This union of t he three classes resulted in a 

fairly equitable apportionment of the special interest laws which 

had developed indigenously in the far reaches of the commonwealth. 

By summoning a fairly representative body into session to 

consider these laws, compromises could be ef fected and no one 

class could be severely dispossessed. 

The question of establishing a uniform system of 

weights and measures was one which had far - reaching implications 

·for the French monarchy . Unf ortunately it was also one with 

which they had the sli~htest degree of success . The kingdom 

was too extensive and eudal states had not been suf iciently 

assimilated to a point where any centralization in th i s particular 

matter could become complete . The Estates- General under Charles 

VII in 1454 had ordered a study made with a view t oward 

eradicating the antiquated system . However, entrenched special 

intere s ts were successf~l in lobbyi ng for their special system. 

It was quite natur al for one province which produced a particular 

crop in great quantity to endeavor to retain its indigenous 

system which undoubtedly r esulted in a favor able evaluation. 

The co~flict of interest which arose in this particular situation 
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was great, and any tenable solution h d to wait f or a more 
(10) 

auspicious time. 

The suppression of inland tolls encountered quite similar 

oppositiono The prestige of the national-st.ate complex had 

not yet acquired sufficient momentum to engender the roper 

spirit of compromise which was a prerequisite to a just solution . 

As long as these i nland tol l s were still a reality , conomic 

nationalism of the genre which was essential t o nourish a 

notion of political nationalism could never be realized. 1£ the 

French monarchy had been able to solve these internal problems 

sooner than they did , the solid wave of vested interests which 

were destined to fight them bitterly mi ght have been di minished . 

Louis XI had · gathered around him "qualified persons or experts 11 

on particular questions. This was undoubtedly the genesis of 

the Conseil du Roi which was so i mpor tant under harles VIII 
{!If 

and Louis XII. He would convoke the Estates of various 

provinces upon occasion and , in one instance, even convened the 

Estates-General. It is airly apparent, however, that in all 

cases his objective was rrerely t o rece i ve advice or approval 

but never to submit to any control. In 1468 he submitted a rather 

extensive program of re forms to the Estates-General which allowed 

for a degree of provisional representative governme nt , but these 

reforms were never i nstituted . He gathered around him or the 

most part the lesser nobility, le noblesse de .!.~epee, a 1d the 

bour geois of a rather modest social station whom he could easily 

manipulate. They recognized completely that the t were the 

creatures of the king and made no sustained effort to assert 
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their individuality against t he common weal. The renaissance 

notion of the dignity of man had been superf icial ly expounde d 

during th i s period but i t had yet to be absorbed. "He continued 

his fath er's effor ts to restore the economic life of France; 

he favored the upper capi t alistic bourgeois and the corporations 

which assured discipline ot labour . He took interes t i n industr y , 

set about the exploitation of mines, and introduced into France 

the weaving of s ilka He thought, it is said, of founding a 

commerc ial company for the exploi~ation of t he Levant. One of 

his last ordinances was one authorizing the clergy, the nobles, 

and his own of icials to engage in trade ••••• he 'founded a 

university at Bourges in 146~ , and in spite of the ill-will 

of the libraires jures (sworn booksellers) he caused the f ir~t 

print ing that wa s erected in the capitol to be established in 
(12) . 

the Sorbonne ." It would seem then that Louis XI laid the economic 

founda tion for the political consolidation that was to follow. 

Some so~t of class unity had to be fostered which could trans cend 

the deca ying provincial bonds of uni t y. It a peasant in Burgundy 

could i dentify himsel f with a peasant in Brittany or Gex and 

justif y his existence as playing some part in a national economic 

eff ort , the period of t ransition betwe en feudal and modern socie ty 

could become much smoother . A sense of group loyalty in something 

bigger than oneself had to ari se and fill the vac uum or other wise 

anarchy would ensue. The guild syste , was ~ill quite prevalent 

and interchange of i deas between various guilds in diff erent 

provinces was being accomplished. Th e modern capitalistic system 
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was coming into flower. Divisicn of labor was be ing thought 

of not only as a mea ns toward accomplishing s ome economic ta sk 

but also as a method of implementing a more efficient statecraft. 

It was the genius of Louis _ XI that he could channel the economic 

and sociologi~al enthusiasm which invariably accompanies a period 

of flux _,i:.<t:"~ a ~s into a more effective political configuration. 

His two successors were to carry the task even farther. 

Anne of Beaujeu was the r egent of Charles VI II during 

his minority from 1481 to 1489. The grandees took th is opportunity 

to demand political rights commensurate with their social station. 

Anne was f orced to guarantee the ancient right that the Estates

General could determine the composition of the Royal Council. 

The deputies , however, were so shocked at being accorded t his 

ancient prerogative that they neglected to appoint the councillors. 

Many of the nobility saw this interregnum as an excellent 

opportunity to assert their ancient liberties over a "lame-duck" 

king. Duke Francis II of Brittany attempted to vacilla t e 

between the overtur es·of Richard III of England and Maximilian 

of Austria for the hand of his heir , Anne. The famous story 

of the proxy marriage betwe en Anne and Maximilian which was later 

revoked by the military conquests of Charles VIII need not be 

reiterated . However, various ramifications of this particular 

liaison were to have disastrous implications for the geopolitical 

structure of France . Charles ordered the marriage between Maximilian 

and Anne rescinded and married her himself . This gave him ef f ective 

control over her province, but it also automatically revoked 

-the treaty of Arras of 1482 whereby Charles was to marry Margaret 

of Austria and receive the Burgundian patrimony . This f ailur e to 
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secure the north-eastern frontier of France was to continually 

plague the French state as it presented a soft under-belly 

which could be used to rejuvenate the Plantagenet claims. Historical 

pe r spective informs us that it was not, but it continually 

operated as a limiting factor upon the scope of the reforms which 

Charles and Louis could pursue. The real reason that Charles 

chose the province of Brittan over the Burqundian succession 

gives us a rather graphic pictmre of the nature of his mindo 

Down to the time when the impact of the new world was experienced, 

the intelligent political scientists believed that the future 

of the French state lay with her haibors in Provence and the 

- ;editerranean basin. -This, of cour se, was the ultimate consider

ation which prompted Charles to pursue the Neapolitan ad~enture. 

Heh db~ e ·so enthusiastic about resuscitating the Angevin claims 

in the Kingd6m of the Two Sicilies that he would subordinate 

the consoli ation of France's very own frontiers! He returned 

Rousillon and Cerdagne to Spain, and Artois, Franche-Comte, 

and Charlois (the Burgundian legacy) to Maximilian. He was 

merely fortunate that the very ridiculous clause of the treaty 

o± Arras had given him Burgundy proper carte blanche and that 

Maximilian was engaged in an Hungarian adventure so that he 

could not pursue Mary of Burgundy's claim any further. Louis 

XII was to be come even more desirous of adventures upon the 

Italian peninsula thanks to the fact that his mother had been 

a Visconti. Th is biological link, when coupled with the 

beckoning of Ludovico il Moro, was to result in a series of 
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Italian campaigns which strainea the French treasury. There is 

that tempting "if" in his t ory that if Charles and Louis had not 

embarked so tenaciously upon the Italian campaign, there would 

have been no real necessity for reforming the French treasury. 

There is also the possibility that the feudal barons would 

have been much more able to wage an effective battle against the 

French monarchy if the monarchy itself had not been engaged in 

a forei gn struggle which tended to unite in spirit i f not in 

fact the French people. 

"For more t han a century the Estates General had met 

so frequently that they had become an essential organ of the 

monarchy. They were authorized to fix the rates of taxation, 

to nomina t e men to t he council of the king, and to designate 

the regent, i f the king were a minor. Government appeared to 

be moving in a parliamentary dir ection. The Estates ~eneral 

which met in 1484 fulfilled all the duties which the previous 

parliaments had done, but after this date the king shook 

off all forms of supervision. Henceforth they were only 
(13) 

occasional assemblies." This date of 1484 was indeed pivotal 

because after this period rule became much more personal in 

na t ure . The Counseil du Roi was to provide a valuable forum where 

the various aspects of a particular measur e were discussed, but 

no longer was the ideal of a representativ provincial government 

upheld. 

"••••• la monarchie a superpose presque partout 
l' administration centrale a !'organisation 
feo ale. Elle a etabli des elus au coeur des 
domaines eeigneuriaux. Dans cette intervention 
constante, elle est singulierement servie par 
les sujets memes des sei~neurs, qui souvent 
reclament sa prote ction. (14) 
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The citizenry of Limoges were quite adamant in insisting that 

offic ' al s of the central government be installed in the high 

bureaucratic positions between 1487 and 1493. This would seem 

to indicate that the feudal nobility had so entrenched themselves 

in the minds of the bourgeoisie and peasits as being the servants 

of vested interests that popular support could no longer serve 
(15) 

the nobility's claim for the right to home rule. We know 

that the feudal seigneuries had been extremely harsh in extracting 

the taille and other taxes f rom the dispossessed classes. The 

populace during this period seems fairly well dispos ed toward 

the notionof a change in administration. The mere desire to 

foster a more univer sal union for natio~al istic purposes was 

certainly subordina t e to more material consideration$. While 

some segments of this society may have discerned- an ideological 

af r inity between themselves and the desire for~ more universal 

body-politic, it seems that they were certainly in the minority. 

At times the feu~al grandees themselves recognized the 

advantages of a more centralised government • .. 

"D'autre parte ies seigneurs eux mames 
empruntent au Boi ses off iciers pour les 
faire sieger au tribunal feodal, introduisant 
ainsi chez eux leurd adversaires les plus 
redoutablesa" (16) 

A fifth column force for the monarchy be gan t o arise 

amon g these discontent peasants. Charles and Louis maintained 

a close scrutiny over t hese fil?panages to discern anysign of 

popular support for union with central government. Many of 

t he displaced nobles began to seek the minor bureaucratic 

positions with the state. These lesser nobles were perhaps 

much more to the left (in regard to centralisation) than the king 



himself was. They have been quite satisfied with a leveling 

process which,would if not r es t ore them to the i r place of 

grandeur, at least cause their rich cousins to be subject to 

somewhat the same process o 

"From now on, the chancellerie and the 
superintenance des i inances, with their 
staffs of generaux des financ es and 
treasueriers de France had a permanence 
which was ensured by tradition ••••••• 
new administrators were enrolled of humbler 
extraction. The new administrators were 
given specialized tasks in finance and were 
ca lled secretaires signant en finances •••••• 
and later secretaires d'etat. The supreme 
cour t s, which ha , gradually been separated 
from the king's cour t , were being constituted 
side by side wi th le con?eil du roi, with more 
precise unctions established by ordinances 
••••• the existence of the le Grand Consei l 
was re cognized by the ordinance of 1498. The 
par lement was still the supreme organ of the 
judiciary, and since the middle of the 15th. 
cent ury, a number of re gula t ions had completed 
the definition of its power." (17) 

Th ' s rather -definitive quote depicts the essence of the proces s 

of centralisation which was takin place . Le Chambre des Comptes 

and La Gour des Aides were established to help administer the 

royal income more ef ectively. Provincia l estates became much 

more numerouso Distr ic t supreme courts were established 

which ma de appeals to the Parlement of Par is much more infrequent. 

The kingdom was divided into four great generalities which 

served as the centers for financial administration. These were 

Languedoil, Languedoc, Normandy , and Outre-Seine-et-Yonne to whkh 

were added the ne ly acquired provinces of Picardy , Burgundy, 

Dauphine , Provence, Brittany and Guyenne . (lB) The villages now 

began to organize themselves more on the order which the towns 

had done centuries before. Constitutions became guaranteed by 

charters and councils began to administer the local affairs. 



In a rather curious and ambivalent process,the texture of 

society seemed to become more .centralised at the same time 

that it was becoming less centralised . The local governments 

seemed to be exerting more authority at the same time that the 

monarchy itself was, and surprising enough, there seemed to 

be no conf lict of interest. It was a geometric sys t em of checks 

and balances before anyone had ever articulated a justification 

f or the system. It seemed to work and nobody really knew why. 

It was essentially the government of t he ancien regime be fore 

the evils of pluralism and tax farmin g had rendered it static. 

To be sure, it had th e vices of its virtue$. The r e we r e times 

when the central government and the chief practitioner of 

the local - autonomy came into conf lict. But-there was really 

no longer any doubt as to who would win the argument. It was a 

centr alised regime which could fashion popular support to its 

own purpo s es becaus e i t pr ovided the sa f et y valve of local 

autonomy. 

The central government was beset with another paralyzing 

problem with which it could not cope by merely organising another 

council or appointin another committee. This was the religious 

crisis which had frustra ted Christendom ever since the Great 

Schism of 1378 . The conf lict of conciliar authority with the 

pope had take n f or m in France in the for m of Gallicanism. This 

movement recognised the pope only in an honorific ca pacity. 

The Church was to be reduced to another governmental department, 

to be administered as a national unit according to t he decisions 

of it s owrt councils and under the guidance of its own bishopso 

Within the general moveme nt itsel f there were several distinct 
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schools of thought which wer e trying to point the movement in 

a particular di re ction us ua lly to suit their own best interes tso · 

The king obvious ly wanted to us e allicanism to buttress t he 

monarchy while the clerg y were generally more concerned with 

manipulating the movement to f ree them from any unnecess ary 

rituali s tic ties with the pope . The Pragmatic Sanction o Bourges 

in 1438 had · fixed the status of the church in Franceo "Benefici e s 

should be f illed by free ~lection, papal taxes were aboli she~, 

and the re were to be no more a ppeals to the cou£t of Rome in 
(19) 

ecclesiastical mat t er s o'1 Since that time the Pragmatic Sanction 

ha d been alternatively ignor ed and enforc ed accor ding t o the 

ca pri ce o the par t icular monar ch. Charles VIII decided to display 

himsel f as a ref ormer of the cler gy in order to nurture any 

fi f th column aid he might r eceive in the Italian campai nso 

Charles held a confe rence in Tours in 1493 to pre pare a program 

of r efor in s , but they were never i nstituted. Lo~is XII went much 

fijrth er in this direction under the urgin of Ca r dinal Geor ge 

d'Amboise , archbishop o - Rouen . D'Amboise had decided upon 

two courses of action; one was t hat he himself shoul be pope, 

and t he second (if the first ailed ) was that a strong national 

ch urch in Fra nce should be erectedo "His ambitions were turned 

towar d Italy, and he was the chie architect of Louis 's 
(20) 

ambit ions in that country." A legatine bull was i ssued 

(with J ulius II ' s permission) which made George d'Amboise the 

pope 's representative with unlimited powers to carry out the 

reforms in Fr ance. Thereal Gallicans became rather distur bed 

by th is turn of events because they realized they were merel y 
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being traded the authoritarianism of the king for the 

authoritarianism of the pope . Louis called a conf erence 

at Pisa in 1511 to discuss the various r amif icati ons of the 

schism wh Lch had taken place, but it failed thanks to 

a series of military defeats in Ital y and Juli~'s counter 

of f ensive. The French public became subject to an intense 

program of propaganda. Jean Lemaire de Belges, Pierre Gringore 

and carious other jur ists and canonists became to republish 

the printed text of the Pragmatic Sanction and legal commentaries 

on its efficacy. The ge ·m 9f Ga llicanism became quite strong 

and would remain so down t o and including the reign of Louis 

XIV and Bishop Bossuet. A group of theologians known as the 

Rigoristes arose to attempt to restore an aura of order and 

discipline int_p what had degenerated into a chaos of conflicting 

interpretations~ They advocated a return to the basic spirit 

of mysi ticism which had been flourishing undisturbed in landers 

and the Rhineland . The pris tine vigor of these reformers 

resulted in the Synod of Sens (1485) and .the assembly of the 
. ( 21) 

clergy at Tours (1493). These particular convocations merely 

resulted in a reiteration of the precepts of the Pragmatic 

Sanction and a hope that the chur ch would no longe r be manipulated 

by any group to att ain temporal ends. This wish wa s in vain, 

however, because the monarchy fully recognized that pol itical 

institutions could only go so far in fostering a spirit of 

respect and veneratibn. The spiritual side of man's existence 

must also bear some bond (tenuous though it might be) with 

a national cause. This nati onal cause was to be Gallicanism and, 
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in its particular sphe r e, it was to be a very important 

factor -in engendering a spirit of allegiance. 
u1a societe de l a fin du quinzieme et du 
commencement du seizieme siecle n'a gite pas 
de hautes conceptions en matiere de 
gouvernment, de legislation, d'esthetique 
ou de croyanc e; mais elle a des -intentions, 
de la bonne volonte, des preoccupations 
morales; seule ent elle ne ch che encore 
le progress que dans ses propres traditions; 
elle n'est qu 'a son insu entrainee vers 
les nouveates de l'avenir." ( 22) 

Thus it wa s that the French . national state emerged. We must not 

expect too much from hero There wa s still to be that period 

of t r ial and error, of revision and adaptation, and of discarding 

and innovating which has operated to shape so much of our 

estern experience. But the start had been made, and it generated 
had 

a whole new outlook . on t he optimistic nature of ·man. Man/once 

again become a creatur e o · purpose ! 
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It is not adequate, however, to merely indicate the ex-

ternal aspects of t his centralisation without attempting to 

investigate some of the less tangible factors which coalesced 

to fo rm these nat1onal monarchies .· e do know that in our 

epoch the foundations of the modern lines of communications were 

being laid . London , Paris , and Seville had become much closer 

not only in spirit, but also in the actual distance. We shall 

now attempt to discover how much cross - fe r tilisation and free 

assoc iation of institutions ther e actually was between these 

thre e pivotal centers . 

I each of these states which e ha ve studied e know 

that power was being increasingly concentrated in the hands of 

the king . Whereas in Spain and in France the royal will had 

become allied with the church , in Ens land t he mona r chy was 

strengthened by its alliance with parliament o The Spanish 

Inquisition had eff ectively wedded the spiritual and temporal 

swords with the result that the royal preroga t ive ha d become 

predominant in both spheres . Sixtus IV had provided the Ca tholic 

Monarchs with a powerful instr ument i o cultivate the royal 

power. It was to be the only insti,tution common t o both Castile 

and Ar a gon, and the results which it generated were to have 

great influenc e or centuries to come . The impact of Gallicani sm 

was its counter-part in France . The chief di s tinction between · 

the Gallican traditi on and the Inquis i tion , of c ourse , was that 

one was produced with the consert o t he pope and t he other without . 

Gallicanism received its raison d'etre rom the Pragmatic Sanction 

of Bourges in 1438 which essentially relegated the chur ch to the 
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rank of a royal instrument. The pope denied the Sanction's 

validity , of course, just a s he denied al l the proclamations 

of · the Council, but the opportunity had been provided for any 

authoritarian king to manipulate it to the royal advantage. In 

En land, ho ever, the papacy never became a working partner 

ith the cr6wn. The ground-work had · been laid by Ed ard III 

in 1351 when he sponsored the Statue of Provisors whic h forba 'e 

any papal appointments in the English Church. This dic tum 

had bee n softened somewha t by the Compromise Act, the Statute 

of Praemunire, in 1353. But this act also served to isola e 

any infl uence which the court of Rome chose to exert. The suc

ce s sive kings had all af f i rmed this act with gr eat fervor, but 

none of t hem ever used it to as g eat politi cal advantage as 

its two brother kingdoms did . The English monarchs apparently 

felt that using a spiritual institution for temporal ends could 

cause much more trouble t han the end it would achieve warranted. 

On the parliamentary side of the ledger, however, the 

results were quite dif f e r eht. The Cortes of the Iberian 

peninsula and the Estates-General of France were destined to 

political subjugation, while the parliament of England would 

begin a meteo~ic rise which would carry it into our own day. 

The parliamentary tradition in Spain and France cea s ed to be 

a barometer which re f l ected the public will. It bec~me much 

easier for the conseil du Roi and the unofficial advisers of 

Ferdinand and Isabella to decide upon measures which could 

implement the natural state than it would be for them to merely 

sug ~est these same measures t o a representative public forum. 
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The latter method was obviously unsati sfactory because the r e 

were so many special intere sts in both of these countries 

than compromise legislation really would ha ve meant nothing 

at all. In England, however, there was much more of a homo

geneous socie tyo hile vested interests were stil l present, 

they were not as obtrusive as they -were in the other two 

countries. Th En lish parliament in addition had a tradition of 

supremacy behind / it ever since the days of the Magna Charta. 

The supreme irony was that the superiority of parliament was 

really forced upon them by the anxious desire of the king to 

assert his legal right to t he throne and not by parliament itself. 

If a Yorkist candidate had been victorious, he would perhaps 

have not needed to f orce this duty of proclaiming the suc~ession 

upon parliament be caus e his hereditary right would have spoken 

f or itsel. Thus the working partnership between crown and 

parlia .ent came into being. It was a unique relationship f or 

its time, but it proved to be equally as effective as the· method 

which was being used on the mainland. 

All three countr i es used substantially different methods 

to reclaim the territory which they felt should revert to 

the crown but which was occupied by unfriendly nobles at the 

moment . Henry VII and Francis Bacon pushed the act o resumption 

through Parliament which endowed them with the legal right 

to .reclaim all land which had been of royal origin going back 
(1) 

to Edward III. The marria ge act itself between Aragon (including 

Catalonia and Valencia) and Castile provided the crown with 

the ftamework within which they could operate to castigate all 
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rebellious nobles. Many of the nobl es which they had to subdue 

were autonomous by tradition only and had no legal right 

whatsoever to claim jurisdiction over their lands. The 

geographic unity of Spain was completed by the cession of 

Rousillon and Cerdagne by Gharles VIII and the conquest of 

Navar r e in 1512. The biggest trouble spot was, of course, 

i n France where the existence of many feudal appanages and auton

omous principalities greatly complicated the headaches of 

the monarch. We have seen in the chapter on France some ~of.: • 

the devious means which he adopted to assert the royal claim. 

Not all of the problems of geographic centralisation were sol ved, 

however, by ,mere territorial acquisition. In Spain we know 

there was a multitude of J ewish and Moorish millets which, 

although theoretically submissive to the crown, greatly d~srupted 

the complexion o society. Ferdinand and Isabella saw no 

alternative to actual expulsion, and this decision was to have 

far-reaching effects upon the Spanish ~conomyo England and 

France did not have this diversity of religion and thus they 

could concentrate more upon the actual seizure of 1ands. 

The bureaucracy of the Mesta proved to be the most 

effective way of dispensing justice in the far corners of 

the Spanish complexo It ' was a very elaborate mechanism with 

crown-appointed officials and their jurisdiction cut across 

the lines of mere territorial infringements. In actual practice, 

they would investigate and try any of t enders of the ro yal law. 

While there were royal Spanish courts also, we knew that their 
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efficacy was greatly hindered by the welter of contradictory 

legal systems which dominated the Spanish scene. · The Mesta had 

a set of specific instructions from the crown and thus could 

o erate wi th their own ground rules. 

The justice of the peace had risen to the fore in England 

and his power was destined to become almost absolute in an 

ever-widening sphereo His osition was quite analogous to the 

jud"cial officials of the Mesta or to the occasional royal 

representative .The judicial ordinance of 1499 in Franc~ 

strengthened the power of the "lieutenants" , "generaux des 

baillagesn, and "prevots". Thi last group of offic i ls 

par ticularly came to exer ta much ider ar c of infl u nee . N•ither 

the o fici l of th Niesta, nor the "p evot n howe , cold 

ev r appro h t he ·power of the justice o r the peace . Henry 

VI I seerr ed to pride himsel f up n his system of 1 cal j stic . 

one of the other two countr ies had an official heretofore 

as strong as the sheriff , and Henry re lized av cuum could 

e sily arise if he deemph sized ·one official and did not 

concomitantly promote another o By elevating the justice of th 

peace and creating a strong bond between him and th ~rown, 

he was laying a s · rong foundation for royal intrusion;• in other 

fields. 

Tis process of centralisation was accompanie~ in al 

thr ee o our countries by a unil teral revival of the principl s 

of Roman Law o It wa s qu·te easy for the rulers to find support 

in the Roman public law for the princi les of abso ti m. It 



r 
also provide a common denominator with which to judge their 

transactions wit ot ~r European countr ies . As l ong as e ch 

country persisted in upholding the supremacy of the i r individu 1 

territorial law it was impos s ible to arr i ve a t any equitable 

settle .. ent. There wa s a considerable ef ort in Fr ·ance to erase 

the distinguish between the droit coutumier and the droit ecrit. 

We know that France employed men s uch as Denis Godefroy and 

DuTillet i n this re gard , but France was really more concerned 

vm..th resolving the dis t ressing conf lict in these laws than with 

developing any consistent le gal philosophy . Hence her concern 

with Roman Law was much less than the other two countries . 

In England, the dea th of Edward I had seen the end of ecclesiastic 

judges .and laymen gradua l ly began to t ake their place . However, 

generally in t his period the caliber of the education available 

to the laymen .was insuf f icient that t his cha ng~ precipitated 

a sharp decline in the general level of justiceo "Common Law 

courts finally became so narrow, rigid , and ignorant that suitor s · 
( 2) 

were driven to appeal elsewher e to obtain justice." The_ Equity 

. court was the chie - mechanism whereby the principles of Boman 

Law were introduced into the English judicial system. We remember 

that the of i ce of the Royal Chancellor was of ten called "the 

Keeper of the King's Conscience" because his functi on was to 

prevent any injustices which might arise from too legalistic 

an interpret tion of existing law. 'The practical res ul t of this 

court was that the Chancellor had almost a f~ee license to 

enunciate into being any new judicial prec edent which the 



monarch might desire. The growth of this Ch ncellor's 

jurisdiction came to be bitterly resented by t he cour t s of 

Common Law and the Parliament much as they had gr.own to resent 

the justice of the peaceo What resulted was essentially a 

contest between _the "feudal customary law of Germanic origin 

and the Roman Law T•T the latter , however, disguised under the 

name of Equity." This Court of Chancery was to be one of the 

chief instr uments which the crown could use in expanding its 

control over the realm. The principles of Roi 1an Law we:rre 

introduced into the Court of Admirality and into the military 

cour ts ; the students of Oxford and Cambridge wer e to be tried 

in their own university courts and not in t~e usual courts of 

the realm,. fhese unive_rsi ty tribunals _were in close association 

with the new humanistic concept of law which was then flourishing 

and, thus, tended to be in luenced by the Roman principles of 

jurisprudence. 

The Visigoths and Mo ors had left the Spanish complex 

rent with many conflicting fueros __ (laws). e have ind · cated 

in an earlier section of th is paper how eager the citizens of 

Castile and Ar agon were to retain their individual identities. 

While they were willing to accept a titular union of their 

two kingdoms, they jealously retained the privil~ges and pre

rogat ives of their separate lineages. Isabella commissioned · two 

jurists , Dr. Montal vci and Dr. Carvajal, to investigate the many 

conflicting and overlapping laws which pervaded her kingdom of 

Castile a,~ to publish a study as to the best method of promoting 

a more homogeneous system. The Ordenances reales de Castille 



was published in 1484. However, succe ssful this study might 

have been in codifying certain sections of public law, it 

left untouched many aspects of private property . The Dual 

onarchs did not accept this report because of its eclectic nature , 

and decided to forego any revision until a more comprehensive 

study could be obtained. In 1505, the Cortes of Toledo composed 

the Leyes de Toro which set for th some eighty-three laws dealing 

the legal reorganization of the Iberian peninsula. This body 

of law also suffered from being rather inconsistent but it ranked 

as an improvement over the heretofore unregulated conglomeration 

of laws. But far more than the individual provisions of Roman 

Law itself was the fundamental concept of the unity of the 

Empire and of ·chr istendom. By invoking the spirit of the law 

which had existed under Justinian, these various rulers hoped 

to nurture some notion of a well -ordered, well-regulated body 

politic. All of these rulers recognized that their tenure de

pended upon crea ting an organic society conditioned by a rule 

of law. By reviving and rejuvenating the Roman spirit in these 

renais sance states each ruler · hoped to generate a sense of 

participation in a national body, a bod y which would be personified~ 

in a prince who owed allegiance to none but God himself. 

The dynastic marriage was to be a very important 

instrument in entrenching the royal will within th~ ~ol itical 

framework of these countries. Henry VII married Elizabeth 

of York, Edward IV's daughter, in an attempt to pacify the 

purists on the Engl ish scene who were disturbed about his shadowy 

legal right. Th e Yorkist-Lancastrian debacle had created a 

relatively unstable society in which the rich grandees were on 

their way down and the merchant class on their way upe 
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We have already seen how preoccupied Henry was with stabilizing 

the status quo. He felt tha t a r elatively static soc ia l structure 

was a prerequisite t o any authoritarian move s which the crown 

could make o In contrast, it was th~ inherent stability in Spain 

which really precipitated the . arriage between Ferdinand and 

Isabella. Henry I I of Aragon and Henry IV ·o Ca tiie had 

contemplated this marriage f or some time befor e it was consummatedo 

They recognized that the balance of power almost dictated that 

a consolidated force be erected southof the Pyrenees to counter 

act that which was being built to the north by Louis XI . But 

ther e was no compelling need at that particular time for a 

dynastic marriage as there was in England . By the end of their 

particular r eigns, however, history had proved them to be 

w~ong. The union of Ferdinand and Isabella was of tremendous 

. significance for the futu r e of Spain, while there is much 

doubt as to whether Henry's marriage to Elizabeth really did 

accompl ish its original objective. The dynastic marriage ca me 

to be the traditional method for cementing international alliances 

during this period. We have mentioned that the ill - fated treaty 

of Arras in 1482 wo ul d have effe ctively consolidated France's 

frontiers if it had been executed , but Charles VIII chose to 

discard it in favor of a mor e propitious marriage with Anne 

of Brittany . Since Charles ma rried her , he coul d not very wel l 

marry Margaret, daughter of aximilian, which had been the price 

of t he Franche- Comte and Ar to i s in 1482. The t reaty of Medina 

del Campo in 1490 between Spain and England culm~nated in the 
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famous union of Henry VI II and Catherine of Aragon (although 

she did marry Henry's brother first) . This treaty was t o bind 

the Spanish and English complexes together for almost ifty 

yea r s in a belligerency against France . Spain was guilty of 

duplicity, by negotiating the treaty of Blois in 1505 with 

France, which gave Germaine de Foix ., the cous in of the French king, 

to Ferdinand in marriageo Thus, it appears that at least on 

the sur fa ce, Spain was to emerge as the most success f ul practit

ioner of t he marriage alliance. In fact she did , but not beca use 

of any of the above-mentioned manipulations, but rather because 

of the f amous Hapsburg liaison between Joanna the Mad (daughter 

of erdinand and Isabella) and Philip the Fair,son of Maximilian . 

The issue of this m~r riage was , of course, the famous Charles v. 
In him the separate lineages of the Austrian and the Spanish 

Habsburgs we r e united and it was this figure who during his 

time was to come close st t o the world-s t ate idea of Charlemagn. 

The Realpolitik of the day accepted unconditionally the marriage 

contr act as being a primary force in politics, and in many 

res pects, it was the most facile negotiator with the best 

equipped dowr y who would emerge a s the leader in the balance of 

power strug gle. 

Thus we have obse r ved the diverse paths which the 

renaissance rulers chose to carve their national mona r chies. 

All of them were aided by a powerful but subordinated oligarchy, 

be it the Royal Council in England, le Conseil du Roi in 

France, or the unofficial council of advisers in Spain. All 
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of them had the power to suggest, but never to execut e, 

that function alone being residual in the royal prerogative o The 

renais sance was a period of history which demanded broad and 

decisive action. hether one be l i eves that the men make the 

period of history or that the period makes the men , the r e can 

be .no real doubt in this instance that the two were in accord. 

Just as there was a great transition in art and letters during 

this epoch, there was an equally great dislocation in the 

prevalent political configuration$. Indeed this whole peririd 

lends credence to Dr. Toynbee's thesis that political,sociological, 

and cultural disciplines cannot be isolated from each other. 

They must be cons t antly juxtapositioned and rearranged in order 

to arrive at a truly intelligible relationship. This I was 

unfortunately unable to do because o time-space limitations, 

but even a brief analysis such as I have made indicates tha t 

these rulers were compelled by something more than sheer 

aggrandizement of power. There was a spirit afoot in this age 

which demanded greatness of all its inhabitants whether they 

were artists,sculptors, or politicians, and it is the political 

manifestations o this grandeur which we have just seen~ 
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Footnote s {Summary) 

1. The New Camb_ridge Moder n HiS}Q!.Y , edit ed by G. R. Potter , 81 . 

2. The ar lier Tudors , J . D. Mack ie, 216. 
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