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V'rb.o ser ves Hitler ce_ ves Germany_; 
Who serves Germany serves God . 

- Baldur von Schirach 

We. worship strange gods; that is 
our misfortune. 

- Paul De Lagar de 
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CHA.TER I l?rologue: the Background ot' the Struggle 

Amid the nations of the (•es t, erma ny sta nds o u t still as 

t h e r ea t enigma, of all lands t he mo st nuzzling t o those 11h o 

attempt t o fathom her histor y or to compreh nd her neople. 

Germ.any, the le.st nation to a chieve hegemon.y 1 Europe--and the 

one to lose i t mos t r ap idly. Bismo. rck forged his empire of Blood 

- nd Iron f or William I o r ly for it soon to crumble before the 

juggernaut of t h e first grea t world ca t a clysm. Weimar , 0 the 

most democratic of re .. ublics," wa s i mp osed by Versai lles upon an 

unwilling opulace--but it was all f on tesy. Tl1e Ger. n people 

never referred to their new government as a republic-•it we.s merely 

called 0 the St~ te". But the story o:r their grievanoes and claims 

of back-stabbing a re t oo famil iar 1;0 .merit r petition here; suf• 

fice it to say t he. t t h e methodi cal buildin g with Blut µ11.d Eisen 

soon was supplanted by the cry of Blut ~ Boden a s the Third 

Reich assumed its pos 1 t ion among t he comruun1 ty of ap~ r ehensi ve 

European states. And et str angely enough , thi s first practical 

experiment by t he t heor ists of :Nationa l Social.ism was t he only 

system o f governmenJ in Germany ever crea ted by i rtua ~ly unanimous 

German in1 tie. ti ve. The empire of the Hohenzollerns had been cre­

ated by the diplomacy and armies of victorio s Pr ussia and the 

Weimar republic by t he Victories of the a llies , but t he t hird em­

pire emerged entirely fr om German mi nds nd Ger rie i mpulse. AS 

much a s t h barbarism of' Na tiona l oc1al1sm was is lll ed b uany 

classes, it was essential tor the a tta 1nme t of ,h ei r pur·pos es ; 

if Germ.any was to destroy Ver sa illes , she hed t o organi ze for war, 



a nd she could do this only on a tot l itarian foundation. Germany, 

perhaps the mos t industrious and i ngen ious ye t "Lh e mos t self ... 

pitying and selfish of .European nations, ha d o ce again a ss erted 

herself . Hopes wer e hi ' nd aspirations leaped a s the new 

Cha ncel l or stood bes ide the a ged von Hindenburg · nd cried out to 

his . eople: 

Hold your heads high ll nd proudly once oret You 
are no lon ger enslaved and i n bonda ge, but you 
ar e fr ee a "a in and can jus tl,y say: We a:re al l 
proud t ha t tbrough God, .s powerful a id we nave 
b ecome o .10e more true Germans .1 

And indeed, as Adolf Hitler .. ttter e d t h ese words he sincerely be­

l ieved i n his own divine direct ion nd in t he Nati ona l Soc ·a1is t 

Party as t he i ns trurc.en t of God. I ronic lly enough , his was an 

at titude s i mi lar t o t hat of' t 1 e l d Tes ta._ ent Hebrew pr ophe ts whom 

h e decried vith such vehemence; R S Israel h d fe l t i ts elf an ins tru­

ment in t he h· uds of Yahweh,. setting an example of le dership for 

t he res t of mank1 d , so Hitle1 .. considered hi s pa rty ,::;nd h i s country 

ohosen by a Germanic od. to conqu r rid I'Ule th - ot her n tions of 

the earth. 

To be sure , t he :iational Soc ial i st i eology wa s c learly a new 

religion, or perhaps it would b more appro priate t o s ay tnet it 

was a very anoi .i.. t religion refu· is h ed v: i th mode n garb and sym. ... 

bolism. It wa s in a ser s e a totemism h ic'1 laced obedience to 

'1 t he leeder" i n tt e position of' a reli g ious ogma ra t er the n a 

device of p;ra gma ·tic poli-~i c s .. '.e :Let ry nd ur i f 100. ion 0 1· ·the 

1 Norman H. Baynes ( ed.), Hitler' s Speeches, p . 409. 



nat ion wa s t o be a. religious absolute and 11 those ·who oppos ed for 

an y r s on wha te-ver wer e considere d a postates a s well as tra itors. 

Cer t a inly, for or t hodox Christians who read :Me in Ka.mpf a 1d the 

tw ent y- f ive po i n t program of t be n ewly f or ned .Na ti onal Social German 

Workers Pa rt- ~ rom 1l gated :i.n F bruary 1920, a t 11unich , t her -.. did 

exist cons ola t i on. Bo t h of' these. would- be s crip t ur es ,, ere os t 

prude 1t c d a , biguous i n t he r e lm of t h e Chris ti~n r eligion . 

After all, Hi t ler i . I e i n Kampf did write that: 
~ ........ .......-_ 

••• t he f oundation or destruction of e r eli - i on 
is essentially a. harder task t han the foundation 
or des tr 1o tion o f a St te, not to s peak of a 
Pa r ty. To a political leader t he religious doc­
t rines and institutions of· h i s people should ever 
be inviolable. 

And t he twenty-fourth point of the Party :Pr ogram asserted with de­

termination t hat: 

We demand t he freedom o t' all religions in t he state 
in so far as t hey do no t endanger i ts welf are or 
det'end against the morals and sense of decency ot 
the Ger.man ra ce. The l?ar t y a s such repr s ent s t h e 
standpoint of a positive Christianity without bind­
ing i t-el f to a particular belief . 

But what precisely ~s mea t by t h e nhrase "positive Christiani ty? 1• 

Indeed, t hes e wer e to be the key words which v,ere t o be g1 ven over 

t o i nnumerable i nter pre tations nd to become t he basis f or the new 

brand of Germanic Cur' s 'tie.n1ty .vr ich was •·oon to 0stabllsh itself 

a s th'"' f f icial ortJ; odoxy of t h., new ,eich . Exa ct l y ho t h i s con­

cep t wus L terpr e ted · y Hi tle. , by Alfred ! cs nb ,r g , and by the 

veriou.s a i d hos ti l e r eli gious cam_ s which wer e to ener 6 e i n Germany 

as t he Church cont rov ersy continued v1il ... e t r ea t ed in la ter chapters. 

But wi: at vJa. s t he ba ckground upon which t hes e new rel i g ious 

ideologies were introduced? What was t he reaction of the German 
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Protesta nt in this, the l a nd o f Lut her, and whu t w s t he position 

ta ken by th e Church of Rome i n t h is, t he fo r mer t err i t ory of the 

Holy Roman F,.mp1re? Which, 1 f ei th.er,. of t h ese t wo di vis ions of 

Christianity yielded t he most and which held out t he mos t tenaciously? 

in 1934, Professor Albert Eins tein remarked th t he ha d long e.x.p eoted 

some learned society or group of scholars to off er united r esistance 

to the grandios e claims of t he new German sta t e , and that his sur­

prise was great when a church he regarded as moribund accomp lished 

l what scl.ence a nd secular cul tur-e seemed inc~pa.ble o f accomplishing. · 

This indeed was the general reaction among t he na.t ions of t he est; 

the Luthern Churoh articularly was consid,ered an l r..stitution of 

11 ttle or divided. influence among t he German people, a nd t h e Ce tho­

lios were thought of as a coherent bu.t weake ed minor ity who had 

allowed t heir Center Party to ·oe disbanded at t h.e ill of the 

Nazis . · Perha ps the answer lies in t he f a ct t ha ·t t h e claims of one 

relig ion can b e opposed only by anoth er r eligion; the cool s k ep ti­

cism of German scholarship may well have expres sed a negative a tti­

tude tovierd t he posi t ion of a national a nd. :ra cia l f a ith, but mere 

negativism is completely powerless nless aorae other devotion can 

be placed into competition with t \ e new loyalty. 

It the r eli gious conflict of modern Eur ope had to be d ivided 

into three categories of r eligious loyalty, tlos e three would most 

certainly be Christianity, communism, a nd n ti one.lism; Na tional 

Socia lism wa s the very embodiment of the last of t hese. It v,as to 

offer lip-service to Christianity in order to gain any ally a gainst 

l Reinhold N'iebshr , "The Churches in Germa~ American Scpol!lr , 
• 344. 



the common enemy o:l' bolshevism. However , this 1l s to be only a 

temporar phenomenon., f or each of t hese three is devo t ed to e.ri 

ul tirr..ta te va l ue whi ch dema nds the en t i r e and uncompr omi s i ng al legiance 

of i ts devotees. Iiational Sooie l ism could n ot long s ur vive in 

peaceful coexist n ee with elt .er of these other t wo religions- --its 

very nature 1s contrary t o their precepts. The very feet that these 

other two ~ "religions" capable of i nciting t he ~hole p erson to 

great loyalty made the,_ the mortal ener:iies of t he Nazl creed. But 

at least th e advocates f commun ism have bee~ more f rank i n t heir 

attitude t oward classical Christianity; communism possesses a va lue 

more universal t lla.n na tiona lism--the ideal o f a classless world . 

This universal allovrs t hem blatantly t o seek tll e des truction of 

Chrts tianiiy rather than its rostitut 1on. On t he other hand , 

Nat iona l Socialism fund it necessary t o prostit ute the existing 

reli ·,1on because their doctrine of race nnd bloo fell r ia r short 

of universal dimensi ons . H rnever, even t ough t h ey tacitly allowed 

the Christia n reli gion to s har e t he devotion of their f ollowers r it 

could _ t be a lasting thing . To be sur e , t he very form of Christi­

a n ity which they were compelled t o t ol r a te ha d to b e one lJh ich con­

fi rmed t heir doctrines of Volk nd Blut . Thus there would neces-
~ --.. .. ~ 

sarily be discrepancy among t h e a dh erents of naz i sm over the d egree 

to which t he exis t ing Chr i st ian faith confor med to their desires . 

lt was this varia nce in v iews of how radical or how modera t e the 

alt era tions in the orthodox faith ought to be t ha t occasioned s uch 

di.s unity among t.he Germ n people--grea t er and more nncontrol able 

disunity than in any other area under the otherwise ri gid totality 

of Nazi control. 



7ha t reelly happened i.u. the Church es o f Ger many was a rooess 

of . urifi ca t ion , n s e r at .i on of the sheep from t he goats, s·:::i to 

s peak. Th t f rt o f the c .uroh 1 •·i c h ha d long ago CQV .. rtly g i ven 

allegianc e t o non-Chr i st ian ide 1. now u der c:t'isis openly a dmitted 

t '!eir r o tes ti t ution or Chris tia.n va l ues . It was this (.;rou._) which 

es ta bl isled the "Ge r 1ron Christiantt CO'' 11• 1ion, consciously corrupt­

i ng Chr istian do:,11a a nd f ormulat·l ng e t ype f ba t a r d ·Chr istianity 

i n •·rhich t he mys tic i s m of blood a nd ra ce was mingled with the old 

r e ligion v.rh ich fo t . .i e'l s t lll s ymboli zed an abso l u te of un i ve:t."Sal 

proportions . I mmedia t ely t his com:9romi.,e a t tem t c me under a ttack 

from t wo s ides , f rom ... h 1;; adv ca t es of a newer ... nd nur er ~ a 6 nism 

and from t hose who upheld t he t enets or orthodox Christiani ty. The 

devotees of the new paganism, robably most ace 1rately symbolized 

by t h e person o f Dr. Alfred Rosenber a nd h i Mythus de.s XX: 

J'abrlpmder ts wished t o r e ject classica l Chris t ianity t n its entirety 

because 1 t s u11iv ,)rsal t endencies ra is ed t oo many questions a bout 

their o . n r -ligion of race, blood , an mys cism. 'l'he other enemies 

of t h e G0 rman Chr i s tians were the a dvocates o f orthodoxy , both 

Protes tan t , .. n d Catholics , ·ho considered t h e co romise Chris tians 

as a pos t a t es from t ruB Crttistian prin ci p es. If Ro s enberg best 

s ~n.bo lized t he n ew pa ga.nism, .di t ler was t lle mo<' t romi nent r epr e­

_se.nta ti ve o f ·t h e Geri, n Chr· s ti ns , ,,., nd: a certe · n :Pastor !Hem.Oller 

was soon bee me; t h most si n1ficB.nt leader of t he orthodox., 

or ''Oonf es s 1one.l 11 Chu: oh . 

But :it is not al l t h is simpl e; t here were . ny ou ll c➔r schisms 

with in thes e :me. j o r di visi ns wit h a c onsta n t j_n t e r pl y hetv1een 

them . Wi t hin the general category o " t hese compromise Chris tiane 



were ac t ually t~o prominent o:r·ganization.s . The German Christ i ans, 

to 1r,r om I ha ve a lluoed, received official sanct ion . It was this 

group who most desired t o achieve t e " positive° Christia ity of 

t he taz i rogra m. This group was fo nd.ed on June 6 , 19~,2 , and soon 

i n troduced the 1lt1hr er £rinzip into the Church a nd most closely i mi­

t a t '°' d t e organization of the Naz i Par ty. For them , posit ive 

Chri 0 tianity confesses Chr is t, "in the German form. ," compl y i ng with 

the " Hero 1c" pi sty of Luth.er. The other group i n this ca tegory 

wa s the Germ.an Faith JI, ovem:ent wh ich esroused a more candidly pan-

t heistic doctrin n.d which drew 1 ts inspire. t ion pri . r1ly from the 

mystici sm of ~Jie t z sche nd the r e ci"'m of Ghe..mbe la.in and Gobineau. 

It opposed wh t 1t t er med t he "stati c·0 t raditions o:f' Christianity 

a nd •1shad to substitute a ndynamtc " reli ion fo •nded upon t he 

idea of perp etual htim n ;Jrogr ss adapted to a belie·f in Nordic 

supremacy. An i mpersonal deity vms subeti tuted f o r the o ld god 

worshiped by Jews, Catholicst e nd t h old Luthern Orthodoxy . The 

fol lowers of t he ner man J!'e.i t h Movement believ ed t ha t Hi tler he d 

sprung from God in order to lead the German . eople , to reveal to 

th em tbeir real na ture 1 nd to pres ent the wit a ne omn:1.scient 

governing elite.1 Thus it we. that in the realm of Germ n 

Pro·t est nt ism Luther bccc.r e a k;i11 of J n 1s 1 simul te.neo Js ly be1.ng 

a :1rophe t of Ger.man my'"' t icism e d a disciple of t e .Tuda i z tng 

S t . aul . 

In '"'d it i on t o t eoe divi s ions within nredomi nantly Frotes tant 

Gei--1 11y, G r man Cc: t h liGism r en1a i ned in a cate or unto itself . 

1 Edmond Vermeil, Germany in the Twentieth Century, P • 166 . 
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\ bile Luth er a n i sm. has traditiona lly shunne.d politica l respons ib ility 

a.nd pov1er , t be ... om.an Churc.h i n Germany r..a s never r e lin uished its 

claim of t h e sup eriority o f eoclesiastical do~ a ov er t e pe ll t 1cal 

policies c f t he s ecula r power. I n add ition, t be Ca tho lj,. o ch ur ch 

was a strong and 1ni'luential poli t ica l power i.n the Germ.an o t ate-s 

un til t he advent of Nat i ona l Socia lism . Its poli t ica 1 tenae.nc1es, 

as exe."nplif'ied by its Cen t er Party , on t e whol e tended along t he 

line o f left wing lib eralism nd were us ua lly controlled , i t h g:ree.t 

as t u t e:o.ess . Germen Catholicism was at the t i me , a nd perb.a ps still 

is, the most enlight ened Catholicism in ·t;he world; 1 t _;,oss esses 

political s a gacity in addition to t he ancient tradition c:f' t he 

Church wh ic h den ies any te1npor a l state the ri 1ht to consider itself 

absolute . Hitler , him.self a nomi nal Ca tholi c , recogniz ed clearly 

this unyielding chara c te-r istle of t h e Roman h ierarchy and was from 

t he first mor e cautious i n h i s dealings wi th t ha t churo t ha n with 

t he d1 vided , end os t ensibly weaker, Pro t es taut churc bes . 

But exactly what eonstltuted this wea kriess a its co nseq_u e::it 

rea e tion:::i wi t in the J?rot es t rit s phere? I t is th is wl1ich s hould 

-probably cla im our most devoted a t t e tion ; Jrotes t ant i sm has al-;v-ays 

p l ay ed a .mos t fat ... f ul ro le i n the i n t ell ec tual hi -tory o :r Ger many , 

It lies at the fo undu t i on s ton es of 'GW.ny of what ma y be called 

the mos t chara cteristical ly German i n t lleotual movements ho7lever 

much said movements ultimately di sassociated themselves from their 

or i gin. And t her e is an additional reason which .me es a.n ana lysis 

of t->ro t estantisro. more part i cula rly rev ea ling ; it 1a s Prc t es tant1 sm 

which contr ibuted mor e significantly to t he crisis which fina lly 



with 
' . 

rea.l i sm he$ be&n mor e eyn1.ea1ly compa red to the poll tical tL ctri ues 
- . . a or 1I homas Hobbes , a.n-d t ;_, t · ~ ~.u e, t h,$r e is m;.1er.1 trut h i"""' t ·:1 1s a c .... 

thi s had . egllg1blei effect upon t he aetu.al positi n of' Garma n 

l Carl MP~yttr , '"Cr ts i .s 1 ·Ger·1ia .. n 1..iro te_...,ta.ntism.,' 
p . 3.9g . 

2 Niebuhr , on . cit ~, n . 348 . - ..........- ... 
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dis ta ce b -at ween church :nd s t e t e hes beer l eJ. uthened Dinc0 t he 

t i me of t.e Hohn~zoll erns, tt e r 0 s r..ever be, 1 :;; d ·.0 t ne t separa-

t ion of t e t wo . Ge:.:-uv-:n ·r i, . "' t nti s m hes r 0r-:.s. ; J. Gd built upo,. t l e 

foundat ·on stone o f a positi ve r elat i.onship b etv,reen clit rc:h r:ind 

e t at e . 1 This fe e t s h t l d be viewed in ligh t of t h e pr--, i ous ly 

ro.19n ti onr..d accep ta nc e b y the German c hurch of' t he polit ica l po l i c1es 

o f the secnl r t lers . As t r e Au s b, g Confessi.on ex )res"' t:W i t , 

t he churc h i s " t h e c 01 nunion )f Sa .1 ts in v 1ich th e Gen el is 

the church 1s concei ved as esscnti ~l y a sp i :ritual order end cannot 

ex er cic;,e a ny rerogati v e no t conta l ned tn t he si p ir .... t ua .... po er o f 

t h e Scrip t ures . I t i. s f. r thts r eason the, t :l. t t:ecessar l fo l lowed 

tha t the ehtU:- ch , i f iii wias to s ur v · ve for s.ny 1 ength o f t i. e &s a 

sec t iu~ ti tu tion , h- d t o be sus t ined b y an u tside pnwer , t h e 

s e cular porer of t h e sta t e . 

Protes tant Church 1--:s b eco ,.e pr i marlly t 1e chu.rc o f' t he la 10. i •'"'ne 

f ami. l y :ire. cit i z en of the z t 0 te. T b ,J sur e , • t:u1b crship n t h 0 

a ctive ly host i l e t o it rarely sev r their f'o:r,na l rcl ationshi • I n 

the w ole of Ger many he m.nnber of i 1 dividu l e _pcesess i . no oh ·"t' ch 

affil i ation has hardly ever b een v er 5 ~er cent of the t t l popu­

lati n ; in co~.trs st t o the e p _ro:1i:1ma.t ly 70 mi J. lio.n non- chur ch 

memb ers in t he Unlted '"' t a t es, there ~ere in 1945 on. y appl"'o:idma tely 
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at the time of crisis in the early thirties, German PJ.otestantism 

res ented the p icture f a church ost ens ibly s trong in rnany ways, 

but eak an divided et its foundation . 

How , then, wou the Garma n Church react to tne onsla ht of 

Na .1,iona l ·ocialist ideology? From all ttla t !Las been oted , it would 

-os t r obably be supposed that this chur ch, so ill prepared to offer 

res istance, would be an easy victim of :razi tactics . In the light 

of' 1 ts passive poli tioal attitude , its close alliance d th t he state, 

and it posi tive r ele. i onshi p to t he classes from which Ne. tiona.l 

ocia lism fir...,t ob tained its heaviest support , it ould a ppear 

likely t tia t German Pr otestantism mi gh t even be favorably inclined 

toward the new movement. And t o be sure , when Na tional Social ism 

first s ta.blished its elf , it was met by t he grea. t ma j ority of 

Protestant leaders and theologians 1th expressions of grea t enthu­

sia sm. The "national revo lut i on'i ha d come , t he rebirth of Germany 

for which bo th the state a nd the church ought to exhibit gratitude . 

Of oo t rs e, this cordial attitude did not ast long; German ro t es-

·ta ntism r apidly divided its elf i to the several a med camps t o which 

I ..,ave already alluded . The coursesof act ion and pol icies o r these 

s ev eral relig io a groups will later oe covered a.long wi th the pos i­

tion t aken by the :Homan Chur ch as the power o:t· Na.ti ona l Socialism 

increas ed throughout the decade o:f' 'the thirties. Also necessary 

for a compr ehensive study of this period will be an ana lysis of the 

attitude of Na tiona l cocis lism towards t he free churches end ot er 

various Christian organizat i ons of Germa ny. O.f course, it 1s true 

t ha t the tree churches in 1933 constituted less than 600;000 members 



as comps.red wi th t h e 41 million o f t he estab li shed chur c hes; however 

a s will be s e en, t hes e severa l i ndependent deno inations were to 

p lay an i mportant r ole in t h e pro a ganda pl ans o f' t he Nazi leaders, 

By f a r t he most i mporta nt of the Germ.an church organi.zations 

were t he various youth associations ov er wh ich t here developed such 

a struggle f or control bet ween the cont ending parties. It was largely 

t he issue of t hese you th or gan iza t i ons with which t he Concordat 

signed 1n 1933 between Berlin a nd Rome was concerned; of e.11 t he 

concomitant contests wi t hin t .he g e e:ra l c hurch struggle, 1 t was t his· 

fi ght f or the control of' the educa t ion of thes e fu t ure Ger man citi­

zens whioh precipitated the most bi tt er ness. And i ndeed th i s was 

only logical, tor each cont esting group comprehended t he vital nec es­

sity of controlling t he educat i on and r eligious i nstruction of t he 

nation's youth . l!'riedrich Beck, one o f t he u ew state•s educa tional 

t heorists, unders,tood a Ll too v.;ell the a.dvan ta ges t or N"a tional Social­

ism of acquiring t h e c ontrol of' Germa ny' s youth when he wrote tha t 

t he supreme goa l of Na.t ional Soc ia list education was t o make each 

i ndiv i dual a n expres s ion of" t he "eter na l " German: 

Whoever wis hes f'ully to rea lize hims elf, whoever 
wis hes to experience a nd era.body the eternal German 
ideal within himself mus t l ift his eyes from every­
day life a nd must listen t o the beat of h is b l ood 
e nd his oonsci ence •••• Nationa.1 Sociali s t education 
raises t he eter nal German cha racter i nto t he li ght 
of our conscious ness •••• Nat ional Socialism i s the 
eternal law of our Germs,n li fe ; t h e deve lopment of 
the eter nal German i s the t ranscenden tal task of 
Na t.i onal Socia l i st educa t ion.l 

l University of Colorado, Readin~ .££ Fa sc ism and ~ational 
Socialism, p . 70. 



In order· t o be tter ootnJ;r . ,..,nd tb.e "'~ ture of' ·.t..e ev n · ·s in 'the 

vio:lent chu:rC: t.ruggle of the t h . rt ies, :t i.s first uecessar~· to 

understand 'the p•er on.a l posi t10:r1 taken by tt e leaders ~ ne:1 t heo:rista 

or t he Ma t1onal So(; a l i . t movement. The m" st obvious individual ill 

this r egard i.s Adolf fl i tler him.self ; N~ tional socialism1 being the 

t o tslitarian t,oli ti,cal phi losophy w:1 icn i t is , would nattrrel.ly b • 

t remendously affected b ·the opi n i ons and demandtJ of' tbe pr ixoory 

exponent of t h t philosophy onoe :Lt was p lttced into· practiea l . ppl1-

of t __ at p ilosopby--111 -r· ie .cas.e ,. Dr . Alfr ti Rosenberg. Mor·e than 

any other two men , U:1 tl~r e · .d Ros enberg .1rifl uenoe·d the pol1 tioal . 

oultu:raJ.,, "~na religi ous touna.at.;ou u ... on 1hioh the new :Reioh wee 

es tabl1slled . The phil.os o,.: h ~ es o · s ubo:rd1na t e 1-iazi theoris t s and 

doo·t'T1nai:res sr1ould be observed alsu , but 11 o f these ultinately 

:r~efleot the bas1o t nets i. a ugur e te - bJ Hit.ler en1d Rosen , erg. It 

~ .. eir>. ~tiUl1.,Jtf was- the Bible of' l\'a t101 . l S-oc1a l1sm~ Rosen:berg's :.1th\l;,F. 

,ues Ji J)abraunde;rt$_ {M:rtll qJ~ .,:oe 'Ii .e~t1~~th Gen.t .-· z) was · ts Talmud . 

Hitler_, . e Sdm,ond Vermeil 11.: .s observ -d. 1 tilled th.e role of' a 

seer i spired b"~ a bi olo0 ical mz_s~i :aue., He dre n1ed ot a new ma · ical 

1ntui ton which would r v . a l to man the nie . ning o · t he uni ver se and 

pf his mission on earth. I-i i tler sincerely 'believ.ed in the r e :1rth 

of hum'c n i ty brought about by tt e Germa n r a ce . 1 ·utg:ner •s ~l"~!f&J. 

~res 111s t·avo·rite mu.si c. l com ,"osi ion, · nd its plot ., .s repres enta t ive 



ot' his own destiny . Klings or •s castle wes t he home o.f al l the· 

sorcery from which Na tional So·c1a l ·1$m claimed to turn a way, This 

sorcery was t he German int ·alleetll"'"' lism which had gone as t ray. 1rbe 

&11pl:re ot th e _liol.;y Gra 11 was Ger·nany, but e Ger:ma.ny which had fallen 

into e.path.Y beca use -it. had allowed 1 ts lf to be co:r·ru ted by !'ore1gn 

i nfluences . The r·ed -,-mptive secret which :Parsif eJ l gua:tded,. and the 

victory he was ta win over the forces of evil, were in a poetic 

form a nalogeus to the ta.skfS vthicb Hitler de:3 ir-ed t o e: ooouipli$h in 

his world . lU tler wee 111 th is s ens e a true !fl'• $ tie, but b.e was a 

m:ystiq extremely aape.b le i n the :r ;~lm of pragme tie pol1 ti cal 

mane-uvering . He .ao'uld be just as subtle and prudent as he eou.l4 

be rad ical end f a natical when s uob eotlons suited the oeoa.s1on .. 

'rhe l"eltgious ques tion was one whic h di~tated t he mos t pr ·udence 

i ma gi nable on, the pert of Hi t l e_r ., 

Tb.a t.reattTJ.ent ot" the religious issue- 1n M.ein. K.a~I!f' me:ri ts care­

ful cwneid~ra tion, for .i 't ,,as i n this book t het lUtle•r l aid down bis 

fundamental e. tti tudas concerning t l-e Cb:ristian Oht1rch. Hitler h~s 

been eall ed ,. next to fi nston Cburobi ll, the great0st orato:r of t he 

twentieth century.; this love for things forensic is reflected a~tn 

and a .gain in the pages or Iwl_e-1=.n Ksmpf . Mi tler reeognlzea ttla t it wa,s 

the s poken word whioh h&d s et in m:.otion the. ma j ority ot hi.a t.o;ry•s 

great a va lanches ., wnetlter polit i oal or relig10u$ . Perhaps he had 

111 mind the orsl teaoh1ngS, of Cht-ist when he advoca ted t lie use ot 

oratory :f'oi· the ,w·inn1ng over o-f eonve1~ts to the new ra.1 tn. But 

Hitler also dec.ried t he ap __ roaeh which ha d been ina de by tormer 

spe,eeh•make~s of ,ear.lier Gertnan nationalist 1nov0menta . ~rne great 
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~1• take of thi Pan-Germa n movement in A ·atria had heen tha t 1 t 

attae.ked the C.atnolic Churcltx. The to,~_ von :Rom movement had ,seemed 

to many; if' .s uccessful, to pro:m.1s ·e a solution t o t he un:rortuna t .e 

relig.ious diviiliOn i:u Gerrrrany; it was '.bel1e.1Ve4 t hat through such 

a victory the :strengt.h ,of the Empir,e could W:in tremendous profit. 

But Hitler obj-ected t o this movement; he co · tinually conc .. emxuid Pen• 

Garman lea.ders:trip f ,ar .ti ving th~ people two enem1:es when a ll blows 

should nave been aim.ad at one. When t ,ro ~nemies were provi.ded, . 

th-e question would b e raise·d es to w-hethe~ all others are wrong 

a.nd t heir own ne. tion or their own m-ovement is sip_gular'ly eorreot .• 1 

JU tler felt tha t th@ 1,an•Get-man movement 1n Aust:r.1a should h·ave 

amkea 1 ts elt only one. quea tiotu Is t he !n81ntenan<H!t of A.us tria:n 

lleutscut~ possible under Ca tholioism · or not? I f t he answer· to this 

quest1on had been '•Yes, ti t he p·arty ouc,ht not to have -occ-upied itself 

w1th religious :trAttere; but 1:f the enswer had been 1•No ,." then a 

religious :retorma.ti.Qn $hould ha ve been 1n1tieted-•end that was not 

the job ot a political party . 

Anyone who \J .e11eves that one can atta.1n a re• 
liSi•ous reformation through the roundabout methotl 
o,f a political party ehows only that he bas not 
the glimmering of an idea how religious ooncep• 
tions a:re f.ormect, much les~ ot' how dogmas .are 
fashioned end of their effects in the· life ot 
the Ohure.h •. 2 

Thus, it ls possible to observe i n these, attitudes, b tHS$d upo.n 

t he failure ot the Pan- German mo'Vement in Austria, the rutt.ire theo­

r .et1cal tactics of t he National Soeta11st Govex-nment. Ther,e iB \o 

l William A,, Jenks, Vienna Ei_nd tae .lQung FI!tl,er, pif 110. 

2 Adolph. Hl tle:r t He1~ KS:~pf t p, 109. 



be no open, bla tent attack upon the Roman Chur ch; it was to be seen 

whet l: er Deutschtum coul d not be ain t a i n ed under t e Ca t ho lio faith: 

hence t he l a ter promulgation o f t h e Concordat. However , it should 

be noted t ha t it is s pecifically t h e Catholic Church which I itler 

has in mind a nd not t he Pr ot estan t • 

. n the light of' the later violent ant i-Christia n attitudes a nd 

pr opaganda of Nat i onal Socia list devotees , i t t s rea lly quite a 

refreshing contrast t o study t 1e r,a t:Ses f Mein Kampf . In this book 

Hitler co.:n.pa.res the greatness of t11ose individua l s in his tory who 

placed before men b1gh ideals d th t he trans i tory f ame or scheming 

politicians ; t h e higher t he ideal , the more i pos s ible beco es its 

fruition . Hi tlec main t a i ned t h t i t ough t not to be by t h e acoom­

plishm<:m ·t of his a.ims t rw.t the idealist ·11 uld be judged, but rather 

by his influence upon t he development of humanity . If it were other­

wise, the founders of t he wor l d's relig ions would no t b e included 

among t he great fi gures of 1istor y . The r e.i.igi on of love is in 

actuality only a pale reflection of the purposes of its f ounder; 

1 ts true si gn ificance lies 1n the great prin c i ples it laid down and 

its e t hical development . 1 

In r etrospect, much of what fii tler se.ys in ~ Kampf s trik es 

one a s pure irony . Hit ler goes on to say t h.at human weaknesses must 

not blind us t o t he grea t n ess of Chris tianity. He could almost be 

s peaking of his m n la. ter Nazi hierarchy . ·hen h ; remarks t hat t here 

undoubtedly ha v e always beer1 unsorupulous individua ls wno did not 

hesita te to make r cli6 ion an instrument of' their own political designs. 
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! f I he obs erves, on e compares tl e magnitude of t he Christian Ohurcn 

with t h e a ver a ge t a ul t i nes s o f ma n in gen er a l; one i s compelled 

t o a dn1i t t ' t t h e pr opor tion of good t o evi l i s l e.rger than a ny 

p l a ce else, Certe i,nly, he writes, even among t he priests o f the 

church t here ere those f or whom t hei r sacred offi ce is merely a 

means o f p ersona l aggrandizement; but ror every s uc h unworthy re:p­

res enta ti ve t here a r e thous.:.nds of worthy pas t ors with loya l devotion 

1 to t he ir ca lling . · It i s i n t e rest i ng t o not e t he t sentiments such 

as t hes e v1ere ne:ver brought t o t he public's mind. dur ing s u oh later 

anti-reli gious tactios · s t he i mmo ra l ity tr ia ls a gains t t he Catholic 

clergy in Germa ny . 

Between 1933 a nd 1939 the a tt i t ud,e of t he Nazi l ea ders continued 

to betray bo th hesita tion and ca uti on wh en they were concerned with 

t he r eligious issue . They r e frained from ov ert action as much as 

pos s ible, preferring t o disor edit t ne churches gr a dual l y by n ibbling 

away fii.t t h em, a nd men like Goebbels nres ented Nazism to t hem a s 

another religion which they ha d to e: coept . 2 Dur ing t hes e years, the 

Na tionel Social is ts sub tly, bu t repeatedly, c o, tra sted tt eir npost­

tive Chris t ianity'' with what they termed t he a n tiquated dogmas of 

the Chris t ian Church .. ,i.lld ye t Mein Karnpf, the Na zi "Bib l e, tt had 

expressly deolared t be i mportance of r e tainin g and protecting the 

do gmas o f the church.. Vi t hout do gmas, Hitler poi ts out, t he 

practical s urvival of , r eligious f a ith is unthinkable . The gi·eat 

masses 01' people a re not composed of philosophers, .r:Ld r or t eae 

l Hitler , ~• cit., P • 108 .. 
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mass es, fai t h i s often the only basis f' r any moral outlook on the 

world . He believed t h t the nu erou ubs t itut es f or such a faith 

had not proved so ,;ell a dapted to their pur pos e a s to allow men to 

regard tr mas ta ki ng t he plac e f he f or mer rel i giou confes s i ons . 

He appar m t l y tiel1 eved t ha t 1hat f 'un 'amen t al laws v,er e ror t he s tate, 

dogma s we . c t or r e lig ion . '11h s, any a t tack against church do gr a s 

V'/8.S tan t a moun t to an a·t;.taak ag i ns t t he v ry 1 gal f ounda tions of 

t he state , end just es such an a ttack hould onl end within the 

S ta t in o t e l ana rchy , so 1 a tteclc on rel i g ious dogma. c ould only 

en in worthless rel i g ious n1hilism. 1 

It is e.lso extrcme l i nter est i ng t o observ ·the ext en t t rh1ch 

t ·te C :tristia n Church provided Hitler with mo ls for t he · a t ioue l 

Socialist fov ememt , He coked a t t h his tor of Chris i' n i ty and 

obser ved ow in its infanc it h~ d r ~fu .. ed t o oo ripromise, to cmne 

t o terms wit i t enemies ; it s ul i ma te s uccess had la in in the 

1•re1nors eless , fanatical proclama tion a nd champions h i p o f its own 

t ea ch ix~g . , .2 Just a s Christianity bas s ucceeded with such tactics , 

s o Hi tler p l .nned to r eplace this ou t moded f a ith with a ne v o l e-• 

a nd he would utilize t he se.me methods . n thi s :Hitler had so.mewha t 

of e misconception or Christianity , or ratter he ldoked only at t hose 

aspec ts of Chris tian history hich a p~e led to his own proposed 

sch emes . f e loo}!.,.ed only at tbe many inst nces o.f 1 ntoler ance in 

t h e c urse of Christian eve lopment and a s sumed t hi s v as the sole 

a use ot its rruitful results; he 1 ored. the fact t hat i t ha s b een 

l)l'imer i l y the universality of' Christi ni ty which ha. s s e c ured so many 
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adher,.,nt s f or t llet f a t tb . Jis suming tha t t he doni1nant charact er is tic 

o f Chri s tiani ty wa s iu tolera nce , Hitl er pla nn a oo u1 r-intolerance 

0 overrwd by 'the op i nion tl at compuls on oan only b e broken with com-

pul sion a .d t error wi t h terror . \nly then c ul · the or k of reco:n-

str c tion be eccot,ipli .s hed; nl · t h en coul ·ntler' ov,-u 'elta ns c a.uuns 

prev i l. Hi tle . b el i -ved , of c ours e , his poli ical c no ep ts to b e 

bf J.lible and , as "'uch , t hat they would triumph ove all adversaries . 

·_· s h'"d heppered in C r istia ni ty, ea c h hal t i n he oo .rse to vi ctory, 

each _persecution 'Jhich his mov er o t ~ ould ·-udu e would only lea to 

an incr e se of i ts inner str en gthj in the fine l r sul t, ''Providence" 

would s sure his Perty ' s succens . Thus , 1•. i. n tl:i sucoes~ did become 

fa ct in 193~ , Hi ·1er p ·o ola i med: 

I bel i ev e that Providence would riever ha v e a l l owed 
us to see th e victory of the ov ement L . it hEid the 
1nt .:mtion a ft ""r 11 t o des troy tJ.s a t t he ena .• l 

Certa inly a revea lin g quo t e tion fl :i.Hm een in t ,e light o f ac ual 

events . 

Hitl r , gree t venerator of Ger rnan h ist rytha t he wa s , pos sessed 

onsiderab l ramilia r i ty i. ·i t h tl e r ole wr1i c h r el i g i on had p l a ··ed in 

the unfolding o f' Ger.ma ny ' s chronicl s. As .he l ooked a t this ba c k-­

ground , he became convinced t hat it ;as for t he present at leas t, 

a n er ror to ei: broil t he wa tic,n in 1·el 1 ioUJs conflic t s . This a pears 

rs th.er p ra do::t.:1ca.l con idering later ev el'.lts , but wheu Hi tler 1,v-r ote 

Tu ein Kam-pf , he at lees t outwardly exnr essed ev er y sign of desir ing 

to pli~ ca te t he Ge man ohu.rc _,_ ·es r a t e r then an t a gonize them. with open 

hostility . Just how .sinc ere t h e f u t ure FUhrer was in this pos1 tion 

is open to oonjeot ure, but the fac t does rema in that he cont inued 

1 Baynes , .QQ• 91t ., p . 404. 
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this r e latively c nserva tive :po liG even a fter gaining u11d is p ·t ed 

power in he t 1:rtie · , T:rue , he st epped into the confl.1.ct on num­

erous occasions , but when d i ng ::11:> h remained r e-la t i vely tactful . 

'l'h e speec hes or n· t l er, · s frequent as lley were, con t rtin. surpria ... 

ingly li tl e on the ,, ub j ec t of Chr ~stio.n1ty or of tne tr ee:tmen t of 

;nerely e:~er cis ing d i plomatic r tr, i1t , lea viw t he open a t ta c k: to 

· is subor d L a tes. l t a y ev e1 t , ·11s a ppr a ch was a. far cry from 

·~hat of I'.os enbe:rg , h's t usted ad . in s tra tor 1· cultural afta. irs . 

Hosenberg ' s v iews wi ll be more closely touched upon shortly; suffice 

it to say ·t t is D 11 t the t he r e . r es en t e d n xtremism oste sibly 

quite di fter er,i_ t fr01 Hitler ' s ~osition . Ifowever; it is diff i cult 

t i magine .1a t Hl tl er woul d lon~ a ve c .. dur ed he re.d i aa.l s cheme.s 

of' Rosa. beg i f he d.i d: ~o t fundae ite lly concur a t l e.a s t r: it11 t heir 

:purpose . ''xac t l y wha t t · e plann r of the 1-11:unich 1 uts c h truly b e­

lieved on t h is i ssue will most :pr obably never be ad,~qua:~ely 

as oert a ined . 

But t o retur n t o Hi tler ' s trea t men.t of reli g ion in Mein Kamvt: 

el t er . t ing h i s a pparen t b el i e !' t ha t t he Church ought no to b e 

attc ek ed , he ass orted t hat na t'.i, onaU.s ts in thei r ••God- abandoned 

l bl i ndnessn , w r e stirr i ng up differ nces between the churches and 

thus giving th 1~ Marx sts a wonderful oppor t unity to achieve their 

ends . 'I\ .. is was a ont i nu 1 subjec t o f lU.t l or •s f es.rs-- tb, t t h e 

people ·would be can.fr on ted wi t ll two enemies simultaneous ly a ud t hus 

d e troy t h e e_tfeoti .. 1eness o f hio Mo eo nt . He f el ·t : c t relig ious 
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sent i m,3 t ·w ... s s t 11 to deepl s ated in t e German people and 

tr a t it w s t,he f rst dut, of tl1 lea.cl ":t~s o i;at1ona l Soc'elism 

t o o pose a y a t t mJt t o m.a e the .10- e , e11t .serve the i te es ts 

of religious s ug les . It oo ld not be p er . · tted that just any 

inexperien c d me ber o f t e ti rty should i.JlS t:; ine t ha t he could 

accom_pli h vha t Bis cl failed to achiev 

l hn rarL1<s of our '11ovemen t tn nost loyal 
Cat.ol i c J U t e able to sit sid e by side wi t h 
the o st oya :Prot est- Jl t v i thout either o'f 
them ha ving o suf f r t e mallest conflict 1 
o c .s c ~ oe ·it uis r li~i ous convi ctions . 

H' t lor hus p .earec co. i ha ·t; the t_F.,r at s trug6 l e which e 

were v •. g i ~ i c m 1011 ga iris t t e tro er o f r a 11 hum ity h d 

fo · ced w1tu 1 respect upon both Protestcnt nd Cathol i c . 

If Hi ler ' s 1iews 01 this sub ect se to iffer from those of 

Rosenberg, he v,c1s in co ple te ac cord wi th t he a tti t 1de of Go t tfr ie " 

l♦ ed er , o e of he or i g i al formulators of t h e National Socialis t 

Fart~ l)r ,. am to whi ch I have b e f cre refer red . Feder , . ke ritler. 

f · rml r believ ed t ha t Chri tiani ty s Loul d , t least for the t ime 

b e ing , be lef ~ 'S b .. the memb ers of the r.:ove::ient . . n hi s commen-

tary Feder asser t ed t :ta t : 

.&;tpres"' i o s 0 uch a 0 ' Christ i a nity ho done onl y 
harm ' merel s~ ow t · at he man who u t ter s t h em 
hos neither h •nan nor ) Oli ti cal · nteJ.l i gen c . 2 

He g es on to a. r tL. at even. thoug 1 al l oo' Chris ti uns should · i s ap .. 

prove o ' t. e c.. el ti es _: .actlced i n t he na c o ttie Cross by suc h 

ecc les ia s ti ca l 1 s titutio1s s tnc f1quisition, it was just a s 

l Hitler, op . c it., p . 289 . 

2 
Ba yn s , o . ci t ., p . 36 • 



t .eaof a fei, . How .. uch ·. f llts i ' re ~ig. OU$ philo ophy Hitler 

arles 

M cfarland rera teS; t he Ftthr.er' a 1swe:r to a ques ion c 11<H~rni1 g 

thi issue d -irin,.. a perso al nt ~rview . H:.i. tlar onswere.d in the 

following t \".;1"1lls., 

'tr e S t a te ~· nd t e .. o l . are one and th ~~ same 
body . rl1he ·Germ.fa Chu ob. and tbe Peop e ar.a 
prae.ti-call · t h e samv body . Th-erefore t he.re 
o.ould be no issue betw·een Chu.rob ~nd ota te . 
:rue Cl" :--ch, as suc;f, • has nothing to do wt th 
.Poli :teal affi.: 1rs ·- On. the o·vher n~· nd, the 
StA te ha~ noth .nt.:. to do w1 t ·1 th e faith oi· 
inneJ:1 o-rgan1zation ot ha Chu.ron .• l 

l\ie.is ; .. _!n;pf, :J.nd i n l11s public sto t ementa, he did indulge 1n numerous 

eh · rge~ ag~ inst the. c ' urches; these ,,ere pr a ctically al l focused 

about t e tac·t t h&t Geri . n, Chris •ianity had i@no:red race and the 

pu 1t y of the bloofi of t he nation . Both Christian cont eestons 

s.e'limed un.con~e:v _ed a.bout the des·eo.ra tion and destr ct ion o.f tha t 

nob le being~ Aryan man- -that ere tiou of' GocPs gra ce tov1&:rd. G rmany . 

Both otn1:renes cont inued to mutually annihilJl te o e another ra t h.er 

than 1ni. te agai J..St tie oonunon· en ~xuy ot .A.ryan man . There are. 

however , i n -thie connec·tion, t wo .· ss,ages in t.li e . azi '•B ·. ble,t whi ch 



portend t he coming of future conflict over t ri e churches . On e is 

t he sta t oment -th t "' oli ti cal parties h ve nothing to do with re­

lig ious questions so long as tr e e do not ••• und r mine the cus toris 

and morals o their own ra oe . ,,l The other is the t foreign polioy 

is merely a means t an end , a n.d that the end. is entire ly the ad­

vancement of Germ ny• s own national l ite . The single gu1 ing 

prin ciple is this : does a thing serve the interests of the peop le 

now or in the future? Before tbi t es t, uconsi derations of ar t y 

politi cs, of r el i c i on, of h oonit~ ... hav e no place ih .. t ever . 02 

1.Po be s 1re t his ic a blunt dec lar- tion of future Nazi policy . 

I n the course of his co .verqa · ion with tto trasser on 

21 (lay , 1930, Hit ler :repea t ed his standby arguments tnat 11 revo-

lutions in his ory of man are not.bing at a ll s.ave r· c1al conflicts . 

"If' yon would only read l osenberg ' s new book- - the most t remendous 

aohievement 01' its kind , even greater than Ch mberlai1 's---then you 

would understand these th· I gs . n In t hese words Hitler recommend ed 

to Strasser tha t he read · lf . ed Ro. enberg' s &lli of the ______ ......., 

enturz , a book wri tt n prior to 19?5, but one which still i 1930 

was re1e ti vely unknown. In 1933 t his '.book jumped to t e apex of 

the rerman b es t seller list- - the ye r is si 7 lificant; it is the year 

i n whic the tneor ies and doc t ines contained wit1in t.ii boo- were 

pla c ed 1 t~ practical operat ion . iespi te t he f a ct t hat .. i tler and 

l Hi tler, . ..Q.R • i :t ., P • 109 . 

2 Hitler ,, ~-Cit ,., P• 4 7. -
3 aynes , Q.P..• _Cit• ., P• 989 . 



... osenber g were t o s enara t e in t hei r a tt i t udes t owa r d a definite 

r •el i gion -ror the f u t ure Germany , the t wo men were of one a ccord 

i n their basio opi n i o son race and blood . 

Ra ce, t o Rosenberg , was t he very 1 ,,ge of the s oul , and t he 

creations of a r a c e r-ossess a va l ue wh ich i s 1nd e'f)endent t o all 

else . Ra believed t ha t t here is a s p i r i tual- natur a l law which 

underlies the cultur 1 decline of one ho cb kul t ur no tions such as 

,,reec ,,, nd Roma . The greatness of t he ir eul t ure was cree ted f r om 

t h e unclouded pecu lia r ity 0 1' t h e ir blood, e n d t he decline . ot t hese 

civilizations began when thei r .. ,eople were u 1t r ue to t heir own 

creative b l ood . Rosenb erg b el · eved t hat every r ace Which a t t i n s 

it hi ghest cultural lev el i s t hen o" en t o des truction or tra nsfor­

m.a tion throu l'J'-h the in1'l u en ee of f ore ign b l o od a nd ideas.. It is 

t h i s, says Ros n · e r g , which ha s he ppen d to modern . -n; thus it is 

the great task of t he twent i eth cen tury to create a new ty_ e an 

from a n entirely new my thus of l i fe . 'l'hi s , t hem, i s ttie messa ge of 

his book- .... tbe procl ma t ion t he t the arous i n g o f t he s ul o t race 

t o life is t o recor.,nize 1 ts h i gh est va l u es; 1 t i s race alone whi ch 

should assign t heir pro er plac es t o every other val e i n t he s t ate , 

1 art, a nd i n reli gion . 1 

Of course it is obvio s t h t s u ch philosophy- f orces Ros enberg 

into i m:media.te conflict ith orthodox Chris t ian t heology, . r o t es tan t 

a n d Ca tholic alike. I n his at t empt t o d efend his posi t ion., the 

author o f t he >Ythus i ndulges i n uc h m r e forthright o pinions re-

rd ing Christianity ; he do es no t i n t entionally eva de the issue a s 

1 Paul F~ Dougla ss , God Amons tne Germans , P• 38 . 



does Ri tler in Mein .,. mpf . Ho c ber g nd mns the attitude tak en 

by G . ris tiar., theolog ians w. o 110 int i n that the ev lu.u tion of n tions 

in t -r ms of race con i tut "' un-C irist1 n idolatry . ..i Ld ' et , argues 

Rosenberg , t hi s wor h ip of "Jewdom" has brou ta out the decay of 

m ern culture end pol tics . ·rotcstanti~m especially has proven 

i tself 1 .ca nable of fighting such decay ec 0 us- it idnlizes Jews . 

It s t 1is f . lse "ido l tr," 1h c Rosen erg wi hos to be cleans d: 

All th t the t i on, nts is to see 
he eat persona l.;. ty of t he er etor of Chris t ... 

end.om i n his own c;rc trc s without those falsi ­
fying a dditions vhioh Jewish zeelots like Matthew, 
. t er el istic abbis li e s . Paul , 1 f r c n ·ur­

h3 ts 11: e 'crtulli an , nd co en te tors such a s 
S t . Au5n t i ne •,·:ho -, e ;. e ningless interpret tions, 
ha v e gi Ven us as u cc ssa.r.. ba llas t -for our mi ds . 1 

All t h t young Gernan desi r es , he feels , is s i mply to compr ehend 

e world e.r~d Chri ste dom through its ov•n at· e end to under t nd 

it through the dia of Ger. nic va lues . 

osenberg both lauds and concte s Luther; he praises him :t'or 

his aboittion o · t h ~alted an e ot ic conc eption of t he priesthood 

and f or his "Germ ni .ati n" of C ristendom . Luther, according to 

Rosenb erg, confr onted t he papa c y 1i 1 the idea o political ationalism, 

t us leading .... he revolt of th er .. , an peopl n thei r quest for 

fr e edom and n tional self-express10~1. This r evolt of Lut her pre-

are t he y fo r what i n the twertieth century con ti t uted the 

sci entific and cultural superiorit of ermany . However , in the 

r elig ious realm, the utllera. 11 revolution was a manifest failure-­

it halted at t he hal f way po ir t an pleced Jerusalem instead of ome 

at the center of Chr stianity. Protestantism thus commi tted t he 

1 Douglass , .QJl• cit ., p . ~9 . 
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great sin of t:ranato.rming the Qld Tee tament into a book or tbe 

people and then 1doli~1ng 1ta Jewish letter . ttl'b.e Old Testament 

must be done away with as a religious book" cried Qosenberg•-or 

else humanity -11-1 never escape the attempt or the past thousand 

years to mold us spi:ri t-ually into Jews ·. 

Appa:rantlf; however, the Rosen.berg•s chief det·estation wea 

Roman · atb.Olieism••~he Black Interne:U.<lnaltt . 1 Qontinuing and 

elaborating upon t he arguments ot Nietzllche and C-hamberlt1 in, he 

acoueecl the Ro•n Church m.os t of ell of oe>rrupting tbe German people 

thl"ougbou, the e.n ttre.t y of her history . Reme had &.lw&ys sought 

temporal as well as spiritual tnastel"Y,. and tbue sd contiaua.llY 

att•pted to empbasiz.e subm1se.t1'enes• a nd htnnilit7 as the paramount 

traits of Ob.~1s,; in such a manne:r the ideal of subordinating men 

to a se;rt .. like position could be dev.elop ed . St . Paul espe<,ielly 

had "J'udalzetd tt primitive Chrlst1an1tJ, diverting it from 1ta otber­

wtse :natural course by placing tt in the position c>f the t:rue A-ryan. 

Christ, model of aggressive Vi:t>tues , ~ poor and vteakli.ng 1ew whom 

God had sent to earth S$ media tor. .Rosenberg bel.ieved that t he 

true I,ome bad been ,created by the Nordic ep1ri ~ only to 1ae.ve been 

oorJiupted l)y the fatal tnix1ng of rate• under latel" papal domina ti:on. 

Rosenberg. in ll.is analysis of the Ne IJ:'.ea'\Qment , apin, and ap11.\ 

cri t1o1:aes at .• l?aul as the true v111~1n wbo tias led Cbl":l.st1an1 ti 

astray . He msinteins t hat it 1s t he Gospel according to ark whiob 

gives us ·a portrayal of the true Cbl'-ist; rk does not mention a 

Jesus wh.1.1 is the fulfillment ot the Hebrew mea·sianio. ideas wh1Ch 



Paul end N'.a tthew continua l ly dwell upon . hua,. a ll of t he .chureh• 

w tch dh r to the Pauline dootr1n s r e not t r uly Cbri ti n ., but 

er tions or the Je , st- Paul .. 1esus, to Rosenberg; w s n h troi.c 

individua l who led a l. ife t glo:rious 1. .. esistenee-.- nd because -t 

this he had to die. But the Cross had . come to symbolize tor the 

Chris t ian orld .nothing but sub i ssion . bumilia. t1on and detet· ., 
th1, i nterpre . • t1on was eomplet· ane. tb.ema to Rosenber g. In e. ordio 

nation suob as Germany, which pls c ed bonor at. tb · c enter -or its 

exiatanoe, suon a subs ti t ut ion of' hUUJ.1lttr and r si · tion in the 

pla.oe of honot" eould only have oo urre4 i n 

allowed 1 t ~H:11:t to 1 let to the deilpicable J 

Rosenberg. 

civilization which ha4 

theolo ·· . • 

10-v·e one ' s neignbo.r must b unoondit1onally s ubordinated to the 

ideal . of atione l integrity and h nor. There mus t be, says Rosenberg, 1 

n eva1ua tion. of the 'ttalue. o'f love, whioh will always stand in the 

servic~ of other values . Ra tber t h~n a lo e hich leads ventuallJ 

to s ubordin tion and s ubmiss ion, Rosenberg ·ould substitute the 

f ormul.tu love for honor . I t should alwa ys be r emembel'ed tha t Jes~ 

gave his lite as lord and not a s e s lave; Germans mus t 1wairs fol• 

low t his exa · ple or leader s l',lip and supar1or1 ty er d never be obsequious 

or submiss i'Ve. 

But osenbers ent even t ur t h·er th n this revaluation of Crwistt• 

an1 ty, and muoh turther than H1 tler i n his Hl. eas r egarding a rel i g ion 

for t he new Germany . Rosenber g a ppears to a ccla im & ne t 1th of 

the blood which will 1n reaJ.1 tr co.mpl tel y replaQe t he esaent1allr 



n Ohri t an religion : 

A ne faith i • ar· 1 today: the m .. th o the 
blood, the f:a1 th to def end w1 th ~he blQo<l the 

ivtn essence .of ~. taitn , ~ odi din 
clearest knowledge, that the Nordic blood re.p-
r sent.a t ha _. $t ;r1 . hioh as renl ced an, 
overcome t he .eld. saol"t,\ments . 1 

The ttold s~ct-aments are. ot oou.rse, those of Ohristianity . Boaen­

be;rgts new religion i.s one which exalts the "Volktt above all else; 

"forms of the state change,, and lawa of the state pass away; ihe 

Volk r enia1ns . • But exactly h• t did the ?la tional Socialist deti• 

n1t1on of ttVolk" entail? ernape, at this point an exposition ct 

this t enet or the Na:z1 ideology ould be appropriate . 

-Erns't Huber, in his book, Oon1ti0tution1}. l!.! o.f ~b~ _Greater 

Gg-r:mn Reign. 2 writes t hat the new contatitu tion of t he German Re1eh 

is not at all a constitution i n any tortnal s ense of t he term. It 

is a eonstitutton whi()b ,exists tn the unwri.tten basic politleal 

structure of the Retch; and this strueture rest on three basic con• 

oepta: the Vol;k • or people; the Ftt.b.l"fU.• , encl the rty . Huber goea 

on t o argue, with reteret ce t o this first ooneept. that the democra• 

c1 ea ot the ierld have developed the.ir ooncept1on of the people troni 

an erroneou,s a.pproacb . 'l?hey begin with t he concept ot tb.e state and 

then regard. the p eople a.s constituting t he elements whieh tall under 

the jur1.sd1ction ot the state . Na t1·onal Socialism., on the other band.; 

begins with t he ideel or t he y-olk, wb.i oh oonst i tutes a pol1 tical 

uni t y , and t hen con$truots the state upon t hat roundat1on . 1'he state 
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1s t hus the form in whi ch t 1e peo l e a t a i n · heir histori cal rQality . 

Gottfrf e.t e ·se echoes this i n rpret on e:n e i n ains t hat 

t b. . central and tundamen a.1 pr inci:pl of 

cal t ecr7 1$ t tie concept of tb peo le: 

i o l oci l i s t pol1t1~ 

.tn contra.st to the state, t e peopl e form a true 
or ni$lll""- eing whiob lea.de its o life a d. 
:follows 1 ts own la ·s ••• ,This 11. vi n i t y o f t he 
people has 1 te cells 1n ,1 ts individual mem~er , 
and just as 1n every body te e ara e r· a1n ell 
to perform oerta i n tas s. this is lik ise t h 
case in t he body of the people.l 

Ne -s e go s on. t o expla in t t t h.e "n tio " 1 . o t ~e N: t ional Soc i l• 

1st merely a product of t he i nterpl a y t ee the p o:pl and t 

st te. The Vi t a li t o f t he people; t r ough t or niz t_on o the 

st t , real1z.es i tse l:t i n the Q nlllt · al l i e • he nation . . Nei t h.er 

i nditri u le, as the 1,e of an i g t ent pro nox- ste t s ,. aa 

in tr system of' dynastic absolu tism, . r Qla s • a b 11 ved by 

e olitic l orde:r .. It is 

r t hel' the people · ., " ho stand o er gc:.ina t one notbe1· i t h t 1.-m-· 

qual1.fi ble rtght t o s epa rate exis t e c e as ,tu · l e_t:lti s, oh 

wi t it.a o n es ... ential nature n r or .... a 
Tnus accordin to t hi . hilosoph;v; the i dee. l of VQlk nd race 

·a re pla ced in e. sup.erior pos tion o the s tate e. d it;o. fo rms • . It 

i a philosophy whi eh pro-Oliil ims def . ae ot ·th e __ o · e illlpor •nt 

t .h ing t ,a n the protection of any reli gious 4enom1no.tion;. treason 

.a ai .st t he Vglk is to b e considered a more hein -u 01--im t han high 

treason against the state. ·ose.nberg was in ompl e t . eoo~a w1 th 

l Univers ty of Colorado , ~ - cit., p . 65 . 



this ooneep,t , a con cept hich -wa s 1.n or orate(!. in the fourt . point .. 

Only thos who r era f hen tio · ~an be 
citizens. · nly those who are of Gerin.an blot>d, 
wi t bou1 re d o • ligio , be hers f 
the Gerlll1lln nation., No Je can, therefore , be a 
m mber of the tion . l 

After their seizure o .' po er. t . . v y sa, e pr1no1 le 1as d the 

tounde.tion of th Ge ma eit1 n hp law pra. ul te in Se t ember , 

1935. 

Rosenberih co en ting up n the bove qu t d p int or h r y . 

tionalit preva iling i n 

.t vrorld s on whioh c mpletel ignored t e prino.ipl · .o't r ce • .. 

Accordi ng to the ex1stin pra who ver poo s ed Ger n -es -

port s oon idcered a erman e•· en .hough the incUv dua mi ht. not 

ontain a d: o of Gert n bl.oo in 1 s ve1 s . 

t e up:reuaey of t.he Volk ust r 

wholly foreign r aoe t particip t 

th s , for 1f G r ny 1 ed 

1 . th German Vol -· .h n t 

u:r1 t y of . e or nio expr ssion ,o . d, be pol l ute a d t · e very 

exlatenoe of the Volk t hreatened . 
~ 

All Of these ideas,. and many- more , were e eom· . $ed within the 

ra,olal mystioi.sm of' Alf.red. I. osen. erg. Thi m etic m a t pr v i de 

encouragement and tacit off cial .sanction for t he r dical. German 

Fa 1th Movement • ovement popul rly kno . s t he "New ga ism" . 

It s a mov,ement which: s ra idly to gain eno agb. strength to 

justify 1 ts reoogn1 tion a a re 1 i o . s fa i t b cl:aimin q ali ty with 



the Boman Chur,ch and the 0-h-urch or the efol" t i on , and 

",tqual r i gh t$ and pre:ro tive i n the universi t1es (and) sehoole , 

in dealin t th yout leader , in th care of so la end the like.~l 

It as e movement which as to give even the FUhrel" several severe 

headaches . 

Perha s one mol'e oint ou ht to be de eonoer ing t.b.e th ori ee 

of Alfred Rosenberg ; 1 t is a point , ho ,eve""' , · hioh is a p ie ble not 

only to Ros enberg, hut o whi h s ooroll~ry to all , azi tho gbt , 

When th fol l o tin stat ent wa s 1tte in the :thus , the autho~ 

we.a reflecting th opt ton of ll ·~ io So-otalism: 

After thr in off the ornout idea upon t hich it 
a s foun ~ed., •• the United States of Nort h America 

has he great t s k • •• of e t ing ou r1ith ou •bful 
energ to put- into orce the new raciel-state i dea 2 

h1oh fe wake e Am rio ns ave already ors en . 

2 Unlvers1ty ot Colorado, o • oit . , • '13. 



T e <Ja . tio11. · 1.t . ·v:, . · ·_ <i , J-i, le treat _ the r , :. 1 :1o ·s ie s·ue. 1n I 

Yet ·. 

· se.rvedr in: . e ~ - po t"'·e&d ng this b:ook, .. 

. lJo .· the ·s1ns1.1lar 

l -'· ion&:l .-. iua.liSDU 

The one pti.on o . · t t e ' v.-orl n s . -ive; 1 t 
oaiutot: be eontent wit~ the ro-le ot one p«UJ1tY 
amens :. rra, 't) .:1 \ e : . . '. br . i,,_pa:ri uel. it , -wn 
t .Ot$l and QXelusiv.e reeogntt1on t,oge.t ner it 
th-$ 't el reval 1-L _ · f' ptl 11c life · s a - · o.l 
iu a ·e.00r4.s.nce with 1 ts ,own 0011ulept1ons .• . This is 

J : : t ,-o .... d t-av~r dur,e., s1.;l'e _y aide it -. it., 
a rtpr•sentattve or. an :"anterior'" a1&te., This 
.., p -l a ~- . l o to l i g1ons • · 

and 

t _ a.nm -s tot.,: .ula t "- osi t. ve Ohr~ tian · -- , me y Prot.estant. ·-• 

outa.1 , t as ·v;, ll as- 1n Gettllln - ·• we-rs from. the · irs attrectea to the . . ~ .. . . ~ 

p 

quite diff: .. e -t · ·• 

We --~ liz~ .no ffld 1 ·:e o · . . :: ·s th~ <lo to a, 
: • S.-ti 't·e enr.1 _ t bini t7 • the e.en tnl 't'al ti$ ot $fie . 
£ oma-- an .. • r · ·: st$ ·. ,J .ur.ohes 'O o - cor. · es o d ~ ­
Qur soul ., Ui•t the.1 prevent ·-tbe tul.l exp.eu11si·Qn -ot 
·ne r n1 ·_ · ·e-& -f t· .e · -op ·As r ·ordio: race-, 
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1 1817 . * his last n med institution, oo p~sed of so e 18, 000 , 000• 

bo t h uthe an end R. formed , wa t he 1· 1 touehst e it in t 

Ge qn Pretes tan, _phere. hu J taking a.11 thi · aunt , i t 18 
' ' obvious th t 0 the e of the f, s.zi coup th rot t ts l ·eked the 

s taunch l eader sb1 po es e b the Ro .n Church . This dea:rt of 

unit1ed l der hip was lso coupled Ji th the historical .nimositJ 

bet een the se er 1 he log cal te.ndencie t The opa an a e .r t s 

0 1Iat1one.l s cialis were soon 0 eize u:po a x:ploi t th s dis-

sions ; one Of th ir f vorite phrases th t 0 the ., 
a:rs S ' 

qu rrel " hiob brought about nothing but ll rm .for he Ge n p ople . 

Thes$ s ame propaga da eli.1.)er ts ere also o ex loi t the minor r ee 

Church s · e·ttin thei a inst the provincial chu~ hes . 

t here exi ted s r vor bl milieu for prop gana.a .. , ich 1 pha ized e 

disunity 1 thin the · otes~ant crunp . The ideal of a unified eich 

was more and cn.'e sion tel sou ht wi h ea.ch ne e erat ·on . At 

the ti~e o ~i tle.~ •s bi@ for power , this d sire ha re.a che most 

intense propor i on •-an t t, ant - ig · indapend nt nd of en 

quarr lin Prot s tant c che oon t1tut ed ust one mor obstac e 

to the German ideal ot unite · pire" en betor H tler , ther-

had been an undercurrent move · ent ad oca ting reno al O.L a for .l 

~otestant Church es ·t ablisbme t; a nd hen tha la t great uph val 

of otion unh d Hi tl r into pm1er ; it uis but nat ral the. t re 

would be an ocompanying up.sur of hop r r new Chureh re~orm. 

*Exoludtng the r elatively i nsi.gnifios.nt ..,Free Churches , 8 German 
Protestant i sm cons t itut wo major d1Vi to n- -t~e Luthera n, and the 
Betorme4, or Cal vini s • , t as from the ra e t bot h of t he,_. e de­
nom1na tiona t hat adhet-ents . r e to be drawn to.- the new rel1.g1oua 
movements sanctioned by t he Nazis ( ibe Gerro.Ern Christians a nd the 
German Feith Movement) . Ho ever , it wae also :r.om. both t he :t.utheran 
and Reformed D·1Vis1ons t hat the Cont essional Ct ?1roh we, to b e fonaed 
1n Qpposi t1on to the .Na~1 Rel1'g1qus '. pol107 . 



I . , s t o tlos w o l d e e i:ra t 0 lt lite ard 

unified ch re at 0 .so to k own as 

p 1 .. le h ~ een 
discus ions 1111 thin t h · & ional "o ia 1s r eI. 1ng rel. tions 

with the Chu.t· h for o o · until a ee i n i n Be 11n 1n 

1950 the t the fir d " i g .t-

t ndsd by two Hohenzo l r. . r . oes , t lb lm, 

togetber wi h ~. o aph e, be s n tox.o . our t or Do 1 S• 

by sto iedrioh 

·· 1enelce of the Ce bedra l t Sol n; Wi neke co e o the con lu ion 

t hst be s st 'k cou d e unit wi tu os c rist ... - . er all, 

ne argued• the fo mr wa jus a en a bol f the will of Go . 

es t h 1 ··t -,: r s o· r d ption . l. l ienelce f' h t _t 

}I tional Socialism s ca l u.- ·' Go 0 C C 

a g nuine tel shi 0. fa i,th fo the . er n "le . r l 

patnt ,, howe·ver, e tha t he C ch ust b u ili d ·o un rw · t e 

the N zi _Ve ent; but e though , 1: e :rty t e ta t e a t 

s t er ovement n t he 'hur e ho , 
1m tow d the .t. elfs 

i t a g:ree t a t ohur h a d rty rai s OU • ert l .,;;,S , prc,­

oeed separ ·el o Hitler · .a $ on i f !"1 ed of h e mo "' ent a ll s 

told t ha t t as t be ar 0 l 1Zat10 0 . n ' •an C l 1.- t on li,st • 
'he F trr r ,. th hie s · e d ob ili y t co_n mes nd sl s . SU 

ge te · th they e l ed wa,e a C st ans, n , : eca use 1s he 

..,oul or the peopl •hich ust 'be orn gaih , n2 -Dr. Wiene e s uggested 

• 



the addi t1onal prefix, "Fat th Mov ent • n and o the organization 

1th,.i¢h des-ired. to revitalize the Church as the Party simultaneously 

re'V'italized the na tion 1as thereafter known &$ the !'aith iovement 

of GenttBn -Christians . 

However ; it. was not until Jun ,, 1932 t at tbe Movement de its 

a p:peariuace a~ an active program; by this time the organization d 

been taken over by a oerta1n stor J'Qacb.iln Hossentelder ho SI to 

lead tbe German Christian Cl:mroh for the next y ar and a na lf. The 

char cter of !iossentelder may be rapidly t:1scerteine4 simply by quot­

ing one sta teme:nt he had .made· earlier; u.o.bris tian tai tn is an he:r-010 1 

Iilanly thing . God spetilts in blood an4 'Vol,k a more powerful language 

t han he does 1n tbe idea o.t h\UllGni ty . " 

ilossentelder was to lead his Movement . 

The x-eal e. tt;aok upon the Prot<estant churohes be n on 3 April , 

1953, at the first Con. ess of G rman C11ristiana held at Berlin. The 

delegates were convinoed thet the churobea eould never retorm th m• 

sel-ves in the r ight way; consequently re·rorm ml.1$t come trom the 

outside . 'rhe Congress demanded t.b:e tritroduct1on of the Fu.bl"er•prin­

e1pl · into he orgeniz tlon ot the Church and full acoeptanee ot the 

.. Aryan · eragre.ph't which excluded non•A.ryans trom otfioe . 1 In t • 

words of the program laid do .n at t hat tin1e, ''T e objec't of the Faith 

Movement of Oer:man Christians is one ~vangelic,al Ge n Onurob for 

the whol~ Reich . AdOl h Hitler ' s State o l ls to the ob.urct,t . Tbe 

C·hurch bas: heard the csa.11 . tt! 

l. Beynea , .ll. Ci t .• , p . SSO ,. 

2 Duncan•J'ones , PJ?t eit. , P • 35 . 
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Among t bose whom Pa$tor lfo.ssenfelder ha.a earlier called to sei-ve 

on his staff ,as an Anny Chaplain, .. udw1g Mttller.. On 17 Apr11 ot 

Hi tle:r •·s first year in power ., this same Chapl i n MtUler called upon 

the Fflbrer to iseus · the rel1.g1ous si-t,u$ tion. A.fte:r bis interview, 

he reported that H1 tler did not desire t o begj.n a r~ligious war and 

th& t t eretltter Uller was to see to it t he t the religious, st:e-u le 

wa to be carried on in the ssme u'btle menn r as the poli tie l 

revolution. It is fl'Qni this point until h .1s final d1sgrac · tb t . 

lUll er w~s to act aa: B.itler•s oft1c1 l repr~entative in all phas~ 

of t he· religious cont · oversiea + 1Utler•s a intment of Ull er to 

t his as y t . unofficial position exhib1 t s the trust vrh1oh he Etpp.areiltlY · 

held in the ehaplain: 

Inasmuch a s the erve11t of tbe last tew days have 
,•d$ it necessary to t ake a stand in rele:t1on to 

a serie ot question~ which cone rn th r letion 
of the state to tbe J&Vangelical Cburoh , I !lppo1at 
as my ~ep:r,esent t1 ve wi th full po er t o d al ·1th 
the atfa irs or . he IV&ngelioa l Cbu.roh in so tar •s 
t l ese ques 'tions pertain to 1 t , ~Y Chaple in Kftller 
ot Kanis-berg . He has tne s pet11e1 eoinmission to 
romote aJ.1 ttorts directed towards the creation 

of our Evangel1oal German Na t1onal Ohui-cn . l 

And indeed , Chaplain Oller s to take every action bioh th1& p:re-­

r ogstive allo ea . 
On 22 April ,, at about tne $a.me time ttller •7$.S being given full 

powers by lUtler,. a certain e.l~er Bohm was. a pointed St te Church 

.commi ssioner for the rovinee ot Mecklenburg-Sch erin; this forQed 
. ' 

appoint ment pred1p1ta-.ed t h@ r1rst truly e:rteetive pr4>test agaiil$t 

the policy of the gov ernment . Bishop llendtorft of Meeklenburg­

Sc.h . erin:1 in his letter of protest, sW!lllled up t lle t .enor of many 



future objections, 

. Can tbe stat go e:rnment out of 1ts o n $tre e;t h 
reinvigorate the lite of the church?, •• a d ca the 
ren 1 of so fine a d sens i ti 'tte fl. body · the 
& 'ta te ohurch begin 1th an act ot fot-Qe?l 

As ·a result Bohm was re~lled• however. in the tutui-e sueh acts ot 

toroe were to become 1uore and · ore :rreqaent . 
\ 

Dur i ng this same month of April , the Germen Church Federa ti.on, 

under direct ives from Hitler, as a.utbor1zed to carry th:rough • 

reorgan1zati()n ot' tbe constitution of the church . This reorganltat.ioa 

was mattegec! by Hermann Kapler , pree i ,dent ot the Fedex-ation , togetbe1 

witb. :Pr . ranrens, the :t.uthern Bishop of' Hnnover end Or . Res~e, tb.o 

rep:te$ented t 1e r1.&tormed section of the e u.rcb . Hi. tler al~o appoin e4 

Mflller t o work a.lo11g wi tb them to see to 1 t that his 1shes er oom"" 

plied with. 'This oup met a t ocoum and drarted a man1fe$ tO whieh 

was issue& on 20 't,J. y nd soon appr-oved by tn Church F deration . 

This "loooum M n1t·eato'1 e lled for a, united Ger n Evangelic 1 Church, 

of Whi.oh the various :pro,vinetal ohurob.e ould b the compo.nents . 

At its heEt.d would be Re1cbsbis hop , s upportec\ by . Spiritual i .nistry 

htch would assist h in the direct,ion ot the ohw-eb . There oulQ 

also be a. Mat1onil l .Synod., which woul.d be composed or lea41ng person ... 

ali tie~ in ohuroh life . 

Thus tar , then, g;re ent ed 'been ttained; but when th$ qu.ea"" 

tion of ino shoul d be appointed Re1ohsbishop ea.me up 1-0r oonaideru• 

t " 1 l t t s d Miller who had onlu reoent 1 "~ • +on, a v o .· .i:1 .co rover y en u . ·. •. , ~ ....., 

b en a1r ointed "Protector" ot the Gertnan Christia, s , naturally. de-

nded tha t he receive the pos1t1 n of Be1chab1$hop . rtT11e 



. , . .. 

Beiohsbish p must b long to the s •• .(Sturm Abtheilung) of Jesu, 

C ~i t, 11 protested. Fro thi st ndpoin, the entire objeoi was 

t 1 roduo the F hrex- n:rinciple into the structure of the Evan-

geli o l urcb. is would place ell control into the bands of one 

individual; nd , of eout'se. tha 't 1nd1-vidual must be semeone no 

e joy · the contid no of the Ftthrer . Otherwise it •,7ould be i l!lpos.­

sible .f r tie Ohurc to b ooord1nated with t e new Re1eh. However, 

thie purpose was not n the inds ot' the repr sent tives of the 

Oh 1 o ; to them the F hr ,r pr1n.o1ple ran. oow:rter · to the enti:re 

Luthe.ren tr d1 t1on an.d v n .ore · o to th Ethos ot the Retormi:kl 

Ch rob wH;h its Cal ini t origins . But Just exaotly what eonst1tute4 

this fll'u.-e:r Principle whieb the re tm was attempting to foist upoa 

t.h . Church? l?erhaps 1 t w·oula be appropr1o te to clarity tlle tbeo;ry 

behind this tenet of f'i t onal Soc1a11sm; it this principle is tullY 

comprehended , it 1 not dif'fieult to understand hy i a - tea:red 

so u-e by men essooiat d with ore in41viduali$tlc in-stitut.ions. and · 

viromnen ts • 

I reterre(l in Che -ter II to nst Huber • s S$ertion that t he 

tht- e b ,ai-Q concept pon wbioh the Nat1onal soe1alis·t Sta ·e ret3 a 

re th V'Qlk, th~ Ftlhre:t 1 end the Party . This second iller ot the 

Naz1 establishment 1s, of oourse , the one from which the tun~er:p.l"lnzi1?, 

or Fflhre1" Prtnc:tplet emane:t · s. 'rhe -hrer 1s conceived by .. be t .. eo• 

ris ts of a ti.onaJ. Sooi lism as the 1nfe.111ble lea e:r to b:OL'i h1 

fo lowers o e absolute obedtenoe . nits pr inciple enl'is ges state 

government control ed by a hiera~cby ot leaders ., eac of no · owee 

allegiance to llis 1 di te .superior but wbo 1s the .seme 1me 



&.bs l t in hi s own s peci fic catego:.ry ot j iadiction . Accc,rc'U.ns 

t o Rub r' Oons,ti t uti.Q,B§}. ta Q.t. t be r .e!le:r G~rmen Rei oh, 1 a. 

1 t c t i o mu t d bet.t en t ppo d 1111 of the people· in 

parl1a entary s t t e , hi eh e ly ;reflects t he confllc't ot t h 

"V l'." ou aooial inter est ·, nd e t rue ' 111 ot peo le in t he '.Ftthl" .r• 
.· 

1 1hi t h e coll e tive wi l •of the 1 .. e 1 p l itieal unit i 

al ys ni st :a . Thus , t o natur e o f t e plebis ites ,nioh . e 

o d oted from t i1ne t o time in a atlona.l sooi e.li t sta te, Huber 

oose es, ough , ot to b, ... i n.t er :_>:reted rom democr t e ~i.ewpoint . 

t o 1ve t .. 1;; eo n QCfls ion t 

de.ci e a n · s su , bu rather to allow t hem o expre t il" unit 

hind a dee s i n · hic h t h l1' hrex- .• 1 his ca c ~ a s · h bearer 

o f t h opula:r 1111, s lr ey d . 

Aooord g to tht.s pr i ciple, t he ut hority ot th F hi-er is not 

to b e l .im1 t ed by Ohe ks a r d cont t-ole or by pecia l o ornoue bodies; 

it s a l . to 'b f r ee , indep ndent , ~nd unli i e . I n theory, it 

1 t · t or t he eltare of t he peopl e end 1 t hus fr of all outward 

t1 ea because it 1 1n its :tn- rd na.t ure fi r.inl.y bound t .o th rate, 

w r re, an honor or the peopl • Itenoe t here must be a l l<> ed no 

d1v1tdon of p,o r withi n -the Ntt~1 stat whioh would i terr re with 

t h tr edom. f action or t be Ftthrer; hi$ same theory ould na ur .· 11y 

slso be $ppliceble o ny onurohe.e 1tb1n t hG jur1sd1Qtiou ot the 

stat • P r ps t he U .. er rtnoiple obta ined 1t most exa g.gei- ·. -t.et\ 

expr ession in the words of ober I.er, dlt- otor or t he · :rty organ:1• 

zs,tiOll. From y •s statements e y also qu1okly sur 1s the 

' I 



th d1t- etion 1 ··· which t · e religi.ous ovet-tones g1 

po,sition r ult 

u.st b '¥ l ke 

t 1 l · i g . In 1 35 L y 

ell-tra n d soldi 

se.rted that noermany 

r1ght . " B t by 1942, h1, e.ttitud · hi.ad develo ed into e; 

Md1 . l o e, as .e~i en ed by his own ords ,,h be e ied 

I am bo~n a G rmen and h v, therefore 1 only one 
Holy Mi siem: ork for my ~ople •• •• he Na ·tonal 
Soei list · rtl is · itler; · nd Hitler 1 the rty . 
r!'he Na ional. socialists bel.teve in Hit e~. ho em-
bodi t heir vt 11 . The1~ toz• our e ns .1 nc . 1 
el,et.u•ly end ex otl det'inetl .. Only what olt Hitler, 
oui- It'uhrer, o mm 1· d , allo s, ,or · oe not llow is 
our eonscienoe . ~e have no uno.erstanain tor him 

ho hides b h -na n enony.mous consoienc ., behind 
God, hom everybody conoe1 e~ oooroin to h1n own 

ishes .• l 

U on re ding thi ~ one is nde, · emi~de o boly scri pt re : "'llhou 

shalt have no ot erg befol"e me, "'O r F hr rt" r to put it in 

ther ords, t Principle . sin essenc · l ttl ore than 

perver ion of Ro n Cathotic do ; it wa i r lit. nothing 

r · hen sub ti tu ion•-a repl oing of n a111b1litJ 1th 

the it libil1ty of t h hrer . Wh n Adolf i t er spoke a 
st listen . 

Sut to :r-eturn to the eontl•oversy over the • ppointment ot 

Rei~hS sbop . In d.it1on to cont ssio l obj c ion to the inoorpo-

ration o the F 1:rer r nciple into h C1uroh , the so ex res ed 

their .persone dislik or M ll r•s au oio s f ... nom:tn 1on, he 

ohole the. t 11 u_ n 1edr1oh von l3'-odelsch ingh., dir . otor of num--

erou. chsr1table or 1 izations d n un1ver ally respecte tor 
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bso ut ·st on ro· r ha een .enamed ~it ,a o c l ed th 

0 N t1on l Soci l i t D ct to:rsh • 

On 2 '! ·n Ch p t ler ounce h t h h d sutned t $ 
' 

, .. 
C ir n hip of t e Gor Ohuroh e :re ti n, an y ? J uly J; e r 

ha d •one to he extent of ap~ ointing hi m h · a o th 0 urc th 

0 rr ao1 n nio 0 Only one po t on re. n to whi.ob the 1r -

tion of 1Uller coula a re--tte office of eich b ·.shop. I c rder 

to n cclai tt some ne o th i oos 1tion1 1t 11 s n to l ct 

nod , e n t ou it nly f .otio oul be 

tive to ,h t had alr y be n a cco 1plish b s SQti.Oll e 'J.'Q 

ll , l i~e; rman Christi n orit V ll 

thou hi s 0 l pppon n w e von Bod l eh i • e of ·th 

eleo ia 0 1 t es to t l 1 e Synod, n itl r · s s .eking 

on "he radio , requ st n the · errnan p op. e to s ppo 

Chris tian " D i h oours of thi ddr ss, t h hl" r 

cle rer h n r h s 0 p si tio 0 t e religious i uer 

11 m ha e y i rmed 
to ta e h C s · i hu 

th ion of th St • th 
n ot , r a. s econd, u . t eed 

·h i o r t St e te • •• in con r 
th i s . tion, the Stat· us t :requ1 

ch s t a ·t they 1 l ei r .tur sho i t 
suppor t ~'h ich it neede secure 

Churche w 1ch f a il tor n rt a 
t i-ve support sense are 

t les a Chur.oh t e 
able 1 g i ts duti ••• 
refor ~ · e C ' not .arr nt 

to t he r t e irs o it y can . 
on t h the Cbur.ohes be J. o 
nVolkio e s h ge e 
h ti th or 
t h1 • po l t t O ieh 

eot i on o reli o 1~ 
t heir t eoome of use to i t . l 
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Synod a s eichsbisbop and i mmediate l y formed his Spi ritual )U.nistry 



wbioh a.a eharg d 1th the task of •l'.'e..,..codi y1ng hur@h La • · This 

as ostiensib y a .great v ctory or the • arm.a Christian ; eertainly 

. tllle . e tri phan . hen proclaimed t at l:le polit Cl Church 

atrus is over , t-lle trug le or t e sou o th pl now beg1 s . • 1 

11 t e di · he realize how tru t ' is statement s to be, for · the· 

huroh soon s to exp .rienoe a grea rev v l o tr ngth . 

bishop ~ l r soon und himself oo fronted 1 t 1nnumere.ble dit'fi • 

oul t as as he t e pted to nrorce his diet tori 1 :r gime ...... a 

true turnin.s int s .. oon to oome. On 13 overn.ber, at on of the 

gr t ·erman hris 1an 10 · s i the• er n portpal s 

under tll di ection of :Bishop o sen e er, · • Kra se, a. layman, 

ereatea 

the en re 

n by a a eee w 1oh ::rapidly brought 41soredit to 

ller admi:1is tr tton, • .. a use called tor the entire 

abandonment -r t ·he ld i;i.,~uitament , the revision of the Ne • · nd a 

complete re--wri ting of Protestant heology . Upon this , a storm broke 

over all of Oe1· ny nd any prev1£Jus. sembl nee o d ct ted unity 

among he Cnurc es as destro ed . tiller .soon forced to oap1 tu-

late before the eat up urge o prote t and Kr use was removed from 

h·s oft'i ee in the oveme t. However by this time, the rene ed con­

troversy had ea.used the formation by a group of orthodox pastors of 

stors• ergency gue . This Le gue , which 

contained formid:able me bership of a.pproximately 3 , 000 pas tors ,. 

met on 18 ovemb r in estphelia wher they elem.anded th-e- rem.oval ot 

the Reich.Sbishop f om the German Christian movement . The next da7 

th y ::read t'rom theix- pulpits a denunciation of th Church Government 

for is :failure to defend the fai t . s a r .. salt of ll tbie , he 



pos .it1on of the Rei ohs bishop was s ever ely s aken, bu· he 4ltill r e--­

'ttinea power nd continued to push for -rd is po i cy of forcing. t e 

Ch roll into lin 1th arty policy . His neJt:t st p in this direction 

1nvolv d the Youth quest1o •1 

The Youth struggle d r 11 · begun 1 J'un l 33 hen Baldur 

von Schiraoh had taken over ·the leader ship of the Nazi Youth Move-

raent . Von Schiraoh h d t first pr.o ised that th "V rious organi ... 

zations would re in t .eir 1 ·iv ua l, i ty • bu . hi a mont h the 

hole or th Protes ant u. ngelical Yout.h w e pl ced undet- the di-

rect1on of ~aller , h non 19 Dec mber , Uller o is on respons1-

b lity handed over the e re Evan eli cal outh unde · . io.h Strange 

to von Sch1ra ch . ccordi g tot ,!_•ev, a rrange en t , no On<¾ who was-

not member of t he Hitler Youth could :r o pate in h.e , an elieal 

Youth nd 11 s port e.nd o i •ica l ed c 1.on up ·o a e eighteen wa s 

to be eontrolle by the 1tler Yout. 1 .der . hi s as indee a 

milestone in Ge man Oburoh.,.Sta te :rela ti ns . In one stroke, tne 

ic sbisho ad on everything i n hie power t had er the you·t h 

or the C urch o the Party ; it ,as on 

Nazi c pa i gn fr the p ssessi n of t h 

Ger n people , 

The ea.rly ontbs of 1934 ere 

ore ucce s ul step in he 

ds and bodi of t he 

ked prim r1ly by the is e of 

t e f:s;-e Synodi cal Mo emen t ., On 7 .January the Emergency IJ s tor s • 

Lea gue m.e t at Hall e and dre up a protes t agai t t e i llegal actions 

o tbe Chu;ro s i nce 0 t he el ections o la s t year broug t a new l eadel" 

into our Church. ,,2 Also . s this protea t a s bei ng read from. the 



pulpit , ne opp sition iuovement was brought on 

e velopme t a s l s pro ably most a pro riate o refer o th 

t he s mod ~ ca movement, ince 1 t. oon 1st d loc l ynods o 

clergy and laity ho et to discus th d ger which h felt 

men ced the cb.urah . Th mov ent, wh ch b egan in st er y 

hr t he Reformed h re has al ays re omi d, held its fir 

synod. n 3 J nu r:y at Barmen; atte.r a ten g lecture by arl 

B Pth they dl' up a l ngth ta t ent rej oting r ou rror 

.hi h wer under inin the hu oii,. ·t was their sser ion that 

't 

the government f ne ohu.roh could no b controll y en eoclest.• 

estieal ... Ftlhrer , " nor oould tb stat ooordinat the m.essag of th~ 

oh r h it itself . hi exa ple es soo fol ow by "Free 

1:1gel · e 1 Synod n in the· Rhinel n d a d a er 

both at hie adopte he Ban n s ta temen -. 
_. 

0 Syn d m ting 

a Dortmund proclai ed it elt the consti tut ona urch of s halia . 

Th months of A riil and ·ay we e ·v tal one ~ t oour , 'Mttll•r 

11 this time a e oontinuing his ti ious p th nd a tt mpti ng iis 

est to inoorpo ate other Cb rohes n to th e hs rohe , H wever, 

on 22 pril, thr e d ys after Dr,. Jaeger had been . l>P inte to 

' tiller'' Spiritual Mi nistry•, he Conte sional pastors t U . a;nd 

offioially d elared e:msel e to be t he oo eti t u i na.1 "£ a g · ieal 

Ch rob of Ger ny. n* Th n on 29 e he i r 0 l n d 

of t he Eve.ngei·cal Churc 1 o G r rr~ny ass ble n .. s tep 

s the official title adopted by the onfes io al Church 
t ; in Ge ma y , the ter m " ·vangel c l ' is en us d n t...,r-
bly with t he word Prote.s tent . 



· I• 

were t aken her e to organize hat they hoped ould be a virtu~lly 

tree church; their aim was to obtain recognition by the Nazi govern­

ment as the genuine representative ot the Protestant Churoh instead 

o:f.' the regime or Retoluib1shop · tiller. Crea te_d a.t thls me·et1ng ot 

the Oonfessional Synod was an •11nner" group called the •oouncil of 

Brethren" which o~me to be regarded by the opposition as the real 

governme.nt of the Oburch. This council was headed by Pastor Karl 

Koon, Ptesident ot the · estphal1a Synod , and included two bishop.a 

b.o ere later to play a more si iticant role in the Church struggle­

.Bans Melser ot Bavaria and Theophil urm of Wttrttemberg.. Berlin was 

represented on the Council by Pastor Martin N1enilSller . Also at 

this meet ing of the Synod; a s1x point confession was adopted which 

defined the attitude of the 0 lega.l Church" with regard to the totali­

tarian philosoph:y of t~e Stat~.; no philosophy other than Christian 

revelation should be regarded by a true rotest.ant as ot more than 

seconda.ry value-•the Ohur,oh could serve only one master and did not. 

dare place its ceremonies and facilities at t b.e disposa l of any 

program but its own . 1 

The e\'ents which occurred at the Barmen s,nod indioated that 

Bavaria; estphalie ,. and southwestern German)' had almost complete·l7 

renounced any Ch~oh author1 ty diQta ted by MtUler . Yet desp 1 te this, 

when the Beicbebishop conferred with Hitler on 18 July , twenty-two 

of the twenty-eight regional Ohu.r·obes had been united under hi.a 

authority; o-t course a ll of these contained oonaiderebl,e dissenting 

minorities ho rejected the tUlel" a,dm1n.1stra tion . Among the churches 

yet to assim.ila ted at all were tnoee of Bevaria , :rttemberg, end 
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In retaliatlon to ell this oppos1t1ori , Mttller, on 9 AU8U.St , 

convened a .Nat iona l Synod in Berlin ,hioh would consist only Qf 

l oyal Nazis. Vi 1 thin three hours this submiasi e Synod anetioned 

th taking ot an oath of obedience to· Adolf Hitler bt all ., stors , 

retroaot1-vely legali.zed all of MtUler• s acts since his election to 

o-ftice, a.nd delegated all 1 ts legislative powers to the Rei ohs bis hop •1 

The result was that loyalty to God was identifi d 1th loyalty to 

Bitler and the Lutheran and Reto:rmed Churches offio1a.ll ceased to 

exist in Germany; there • as now legally only one angelical Church . 

In addition , thi 0 National0 Synod legalized the incorpore.tton of 

the. Ohu.rohes of Hanover ,. fflrtternbe:rg , and Bavaria; ho1'1ever , popular 

$Upport of Bishops eiser. of Bavaria and nc urm f , ttr ·ttemberg caused 

those p rovinces to re 1n lntaet•-the usolid outhn of German 

Luthe:ran1sm rema1ne4 unincorporated 1n the Re1ohs.k1rche . 

On 23 September, Mtlllar was officially installed as :Reiohsbishop 

amid Nazi pomp and ceremony in the cathedra l ot. Berlin; "the altar 

was flanked w1 th a comb1na tion of swastika banners and ·the eJ"oss 

banners of the German Christian Party . • 2 That same morning a. decla­

ration o f protest against Mflller•s elevation was .read in all Con-

fess1on~l pulp1 ts e , The decl aration asserted that the Oh\ll'()b ,struggle 

"'involves the su~x-ender of the fundamental authority of the Gospels 

of the Reformation" because of etfort s to create a ' ordie-Chl"istian 

hybrid relig1oti."3 In October another strongly worded protes t 

took: place. when the Confessional Synod met et Dahlem. .It was 

l • T. Bachmann, "'l?r otestantiem in the Naz.i State", Lutheran Cburch 
u.a.rterly, p . 9 • . 



announeecl that, in view of the fact that t he Reio s C.huroh Gove·r'n­

m.ent had been destroyed, new organs of church administration had to 

be establ1she4 . The Council of B,.rethren wa·s C!tlled to take o"lfer tbe 

leadership of the German ~'Vangeltcal Church , a nd new council was 
dra n from this to manage bus iness aft"airs ot the •Church .• 

or a while now, it appeared t hat tension bet een the t wo op .. 

posing church di visions was going to be ease • The muoh- ha ted Jaeger 

resi gned trom h1s ttchurcb polttica.l functtons" and Mtlller appointed 

e Council ot IUsnopa to take over his duttes . Tb.en, on 30 October., 

iHs 1ops urtn., Meiser, and "' rah:r:ens obtained n interview with 

Hitler at 1hioh time he promised to take "no urther interest in the 

dispute and woul d leave t he Church to deal 1th ts own problems . ml 

However ; the truce could not le.st long; '.M.O.ller began ea.ditional 

att.empts to ",ooordinste' more churches under hls adm1n1stration and 

Dr . Frick publishe,d tv;o decrees prollibi ting further cUscussion of 

t he Chure,h question in the res$ 1 tn pamphlets, or in boon . ., Th.en 

on 8 November a great Oontessi onal demonstration in Berlin demanded 

the resi gnatton of Mttller-- who promptly refused to do so . In v iew 

ot t his refusal , the Oont·essional Synod announced that the Provisional 

Church Government or the entire 'EVangelica..l Church · es to be placed 

i n t he hands of a oommi t t ee chosen from their o n r rues . .Also , 

unti l su.cb t ime as a true Na tiona.l Synod could be brought into being , 

t he Council of Brethren would a ct i n 1 ts place . Then on 23 November, 

t his new l'l.·ovis1onal Church Government issued a request for the 

support of all Ohurobes and reli g ious orga nizations t hroughout 

Ger 2 ny .. 

l Baynes, QP.• ,o:l t ., P • 353 . 

2 Dunoan-J'onea • 2P.• ei t ., p . <J5 . 
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Ot course, the Nazi bier rcb.y was i nfur iated by this event, and 

Hitl.er•s promise to leave the C ureh to manage its own affairs was 

rap idly 1 · or.ed . or a time overt acti n as postponed b cause of 

th·e app:roaching e.ar plebiscite, en . the Qonsequent de ire f ox· e p_ .. arent 

unity . Howe er , Uller s q.u.i c . to act; e p blished decree tor­

'bidding a ll · hurch officials to recognize t he ro 1sionel Church-• 

whioh. he ele. ed. ad o r1 ht to e 1st. Dr . Frick baoked him up 

1th threats to withdraw fi ncial a id from those churches support• 

1ng tbe Provisional Church Government . O incidental interest is 

the dis.m1:$s .1 of Karl Berth by di.sciplin ry coUl .. t from his posi• 

tion wi hin th Confe$ ion l Jovem nt; he s oher ed w1tb rerus l 

t o ta e the :ath of allegiance to i lar, 

Thus , 8.$ l 34 drew t.o o ose, t ere exiet.ed no longer m r ely 

a eontro~ersy bet &en t.e Church Gover1 ent 1d an oppos1 ion•-tWQ 

claiman te fo r the control of the . hurch no sto d taoe to race. New 

tacties oul have to be adop .ed by both sides if the deadloc~ were 

to be br,oken. 

· s 1935 opened , the rovi$1o.nal Chu.rch Government a ppear d to 

be in an excelle t si uat ion . he · eiohsb hop had not succ ed•d 

i n destroying 1 t a nd h had at the s me time lost mueh o.f his o n 

prestige . The German Christi .ns were now in a mi 01•i ty but a da.Il'.18.n.tly 

refuse.a. t o relinquish any of the po1 er they had obt iued; tlle Con-

fe.ssionals likewise increased their r mness, continuing to maintain 

the posit . n that on.ly a church. completely free :t'l"om Sta t e control 

would be able to claim the loyalty of true C.hristlans., Th Ge n 

Christians theret re i ncreased their atteoks on rovisional Oh r eh 
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supporters; prof ·esaors of tb.eologioal taoulties 1n unive:rsi ties were 

tor b i (lden t t a e sidt1 publ1ely in t he church di s pute and ovEYr seven: 

hundred rus s ian pastors were ar:rest d. Soon the f i r st s t or as 

s ent t a eonoentration ea. p , while s imul e.neous l y state -a s e~e 

wi t hdr a · n i n Baden . Yet all this was not enough , a . d soon t h e Ger-

man O r i stian bega t o revolt e.e1-1nst their o tactless ·eiohs-

bishop whose singuler a i m. now s eeme to b merely to salva ge his 

o n po$1 t ion. In Febr ary , :tllle:i- wa s .informed b h s erstwhile 

eupporter-s the. t he was of no fut her use• to them. Ho •ever, the 

.eichsb1sl;lop ·refused to resign , cla. .1,mi. g he st1ll njoyed the eon.ti­

dence of ili tlex--••yet he h d lost even tlla t" He continued to retai 
. 

his ti tle--and hi,s sa.l ary-... ... bu t by the beginning of April , tor.mer 

cn1apla in Ludwig MUller h&d d isa.pp-6#.;\red as an ct1 ve p.rotagonis t fl-om 

tllle:r was now disc;r,e· 1ted, it we.s t r e , but it by no :means re­

s u ted t hat his place was t aken over by t he Provisional Church 

Gover ent • Now., !ndeed , the Pr.·ovis1<,:ma l; Chu:t·ch found ta lf face 

to f a ce With the :ra oi'ler ot t he azi State wi thou.t any . sor t t 

smoke screen . Now the issues wh eb were to er se were o be less 

of a constitutional and more of a fundamental na ture••t. is as 

largel y a r sul t of the grea tly ine1•easing propaganda in tavor of 

t he "new paganism!' 1n the p esa , the thea tre , and 

t he .schools . The a otions of the government now 

r tiou arly in 

de it ~t la t 

obvious tbat t h e State des1rt9d to identify itself wit .· the r di oal 

osenberg nea t henis:in:--no l onger would thel'e be even an at tem t al 

compro is.ing lia t ional Socialist and Christian ideologies • Arrests, 
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m th m Nie ~ller' .s , continue4 to be t he order of t t aa - s the 

governmen·t began to a ·gress1vely support the pa nistic ide ls of 

the er n F i th ove. ent ins pired by Ros -r1berg. he Ger n Chris tians 

h d been too moderate for t t as t e of men .such as Ro enberg a 

ey•-no\¥ a 01··e aot i ve and rabid r eligion was to b snnot1one~ . 

his ew pe o:r the Nazis ~ as given grand ini ia tion o 26. pr ·· 1 

with gi ntic d onstre i on at t .e Sportpa.l aat i n Bexll n . t 

t _ is th. l-i.h& Q.ount. eventl o de.scr:tb .cq he t erri bl e d qay of the 

Germa.n Churches a d t he lon i n f the people for a truly na ti e 

religlo:u ... -a longing whieh ,as be'1n et b th Germen 1th ov8-

men·t; *' od has reveale Hims lf t o us hrough A o ph Hi tle:r . f•1 

£ ti l , all o ·· t h s e events only served to st engthen e uni 

of t · e Conf'essione l Church hich held i ts t ir t u sburg 

¢n 4 June . t th s Synod ., an a ppeal a s · e o the S tate to r&--

leas-e mprisoned membe s of the . Contessio al hu oh and to allo 

freedom of publications and assembly· the religious pherE., . 

Hmcever , a t t ~ same tJ.me the ynod wes meeting, o t her vents ere 

occurring whi ch 'l re t o afi"eot the Confession ls o:re th.an a ny buai• 

nesa accomplis hed a t their conolave .. In June n as published 

. hioh es t a.bl1shed a new method for de term: ning legal quest ions <:on ... 

o rn1ng the . vangel1cal Chur ... Th ourts had up t o this time up• 

held the prot es s of the Confessiona ls and p rot oted t ne so. ewha t 

fr m. the arbitrary pmv r o f t,. e eiohsb1s hop; th i s n turally inful-1-

ted t e az1 leaders who s w to i t het a n s ys em as or ted . 

In t e t uture all chur~h q estions were to be , ithdr a n from the 

l Duncan- Jones• £.l?.• o1t , • p . 10.2 . 



ord1nar courts .. nd made subject, without the t•i ht f ppe 1 1 to 

th d ecis ion of a Durea· of· th e Min· stry of the I t :rior. The sig• 

n1f1c n ee of thi at, hich for 11 praoti l pu pose placed them 

u.n er police control, wa r pidl · c o 9:t ehende by t he Contes i onal 

Church leaders who r fted a strong protes t. Hoiever 1 it ,as to do 

no good; his l , in I ct if not in theory, creat d S t te Church 

dt1out even the limited le l shield whioh had protea d the church 

f om t he Reiohsbishop's di etatorsh--p . The signifio nee of this 

ev n cannot be underestimated; the Reioh Const itution uara.nt ed 

b Hi tle in 1933 , h.ioh promis d that '*the rights of the Churches 

ill not be urtai l.ed, th i r l t1on to tie State , ill not be 

altered , bad been blatantly disre rded. T is ent reveals once 

and for all tbe r die 1 determination ot t he N zi ohy o 1n 

control of t he Church at all oos te ; t he scene .s not se for State 

1et torship . 

Thi s dicta ors hip , as quick in 1 ts a.rri v l. On 19 Jul . · t wa 

deer ed that the pos t of e ioh ·in1ste~ for Church rrairs ha d been 

e tablished a nd th t a cer · ain Dr . Kerrl ha d been ppointe . • s first 

holder of said office~ Kerrl enter e upo1 hi position a t a i 

when the arty \"las njoyi.ng unusual "" eaess io. 1 · s conquest of the 

G r · n popu. ace; G6ering h d just eclared all ou r o poli ti e l 

Oathol cism, 0 Hi ,1 :r ha d r cent ly forbidden 11 _Conf ssional , o th 

acti Vi t i e , a t conserva :tve , re a ive !helm, 

· n ors niza tion of war veteran , had juc b en dissolved In ed, 

the .1:razi le d ershi had ood r son o fe l proud of its 11' a d to 

expect the ost from . e rl . nd to be su e , er r l w qu ck to m ve; 



a · ra.n ·ed tl'le fi a11oi6l -0:rsa11 zat:t ¥. of ·he e urcn. soon . fter, 

t · refor •:u had oe -:n put itl;o oper~t10 ., , tht; firs trial ot K :r,:l•s 

hen on la .~ ptem 

na · no · , n i 

t , Oh ll"C · did n t onform o th w snea . f · rrl . .Y d ·sptte 

bis ,, th~ Synod reru ea to :urrender their :faith tote thr , t . et 

to:rce) r e eet e . the new Le~l Bureau a& o n tr r to th$ order ot 

·the Cbure.h ant\ defe · ad Jlfi is.h embers;b/ p n ·. -e Ohurch-es '1: ·e 

~ru . urpo e . th~.s decree co ta i ne on 

evealin.s . tt r srapht 

~h . · et en · 1n1s tar .fi r Cb.ur,cn A ta1rs i . •. mp-0 -
ered, tor the re$torati<:Hl or o ·<lerl:, co · a:t t1one 
in the Germ.a ~w e .1 0 l Ob" ch n tti lteg"on l 
;i'van , elie.•l Oburoh to issue ord nances i; · 1th 

bind.in . le~ 1 .orcet ~ 

With this a{) , K rr l. - : ~t in t1 a. 

wh~eh rven Re chsb · shop ··: 1 er ha n. 

. tho:r1 t r ov . r the . Churvh 



op ictator h1p now exis t d w hin ' t he Gbu.reh . The gr ee t question 

w c j st bow Kerr l ~ s to _e •s e or his a utocr a t i c powers--the 

qu atio r p1dl · nswered . The e . e iohsmin.i er on eo e1V'ed 

t he 1 ea of . or 1 g '*C,buroh Committees '" fo r t he urpose of esta blish~ 

i ce end ha rmo y · hin the Chu eh . f. is pl n ca l d f o com.• 

m: t tei3s n 1na t ed by imself and h · oh would thus d rive the i r a.ut hori• 

t y indir ectly t:rom the te te~ Howe er on the other hand , t he ao it ... 

t me-b r would b •'C r chinen I h oould employ eool es ie.s 1cal 

pr i nc i pl es whenever ea $ ib l e. AOcordi ngly hen t he t U·s t co _ 1i t tee, 

t he Re1c Church -Commit t.,e for the vhol e Cbur oh , was inted., 

.. Zo ... l l ner , .ueh respecte nam i n the Lut heran Church ; 

h s s ,ts 1r s t head . In addi t ion to t hi centra l oo i ttee, 

our e i o1 a l commi ttees ere soon a ppo int de Und n ie ly, t he ap• 

po n mentor these oo it t ee wer h i l e wi t h lief ev n 

lo . 1 Conf s i ona l ,ho hoped that i t ~oul d usher i n 

cont over y- -bu their hop s wer oon d s hed ~ In the 

f oial p l i ssued by the Rei ch ChUl"'O Co . i ttee s oon a f ter 1 ts 

for tion , o e s ente 

'''le a ffi rm. 

ba sis of eo l Bloo d 

luenc of th Germ 

a ga in, t h a t t pt 

oblita ted all hope or p 0 f ul compromise: 

Soci lis t d evelop nt or t e . eople on t he 

"nd Soi l . nl 0 e oan ob erve i ed1a tely t he 

Fa t ·ov ent-• i t wa s t he old s t ory ov·er 

1- corpora te t e !e+ t ar @~hauun.5 of osenoerg' s 

brand o ~a t ion 1 Soo1ali m i to t i t of t e ohuroh . Criticism. 

to ome • 

. he s t rot es t geinst th i s r acia l s ff i r t on e me from the 

nurcbes of he u.t h , fro Wt.1:r:tt mberg i p t i culsr . The 



t ttemb r stors questio ed t~ e .a t that the o mmittees o aimed 

to b th., only 1nteri:m•t est blishlnent ; when, a k a. the ors , 

had an State in history olunt ri ya andon d the ontrol i ha d 

ohoe gained o er 0 o? T ey further requeste Zoellner to 

un " rstand the e tru tion whi h hi,., atior 1 o ld aus in bi · 

o t thera Church . , it e.11 the good intention in the wor l , 

or . oe ln r could not r soue Chri ti nity unl -s he d d y 1th 

t double o ndat · on, s cular ec vell s spir tual ; u on /'/hich t he 

co · tte s had been cons ructed .. , Th · a p ors of nrtt.emberg o 

prehend d t he 1tu t1on ernap"' far better thane en they r altzed . 

Th Reich Ch roh Oonmi tt e was off to e b d beginn ,n nd the 

i tu t on soon g;raw ·orse s they cl imc mor a1 d nore dicta.to l a l 

o es ~ Nume~ous "0er n Christian' b1sho were a point d t o th·e 

drllini tre. tion of cocmd ttee ari us provinc.s i orde o ai in 

er s . h se b1sho s otuoll tur .ed out o be more of.' a. h1n r nee 

han nyt in else to Kerrl 

pl v, h an earr out instru t ion • I 

t heir re s l to o -

dit on, t e Confession. l 

fov me t sable to re ain all of its or nizat1on 1 tee end 

ac·u 11 to a1n in influe ce . This was oo much ro ·errl t ho 

soon bega ore e re sive tac os i1 t the Conf s s ion ls., on 
2 October a censorship s OS n all Ch oh ublioations . end 

d i.n Nov mber polio preve t d the tna-u u t1on of' tIO olleg a 

r r retorm-d t ology . Tb.e on aa Nov · be , the t us e funds or 

the Co fes s ion l .cOV ent er . ubjeote .o confis at on by the 

ecret :Folioe . Hena forward , ll o r 1 communi atio sad pro-

our n t of even e would b oo 1der 11 e l . 



I D ce ·b :r Kerr ir t e1 itied _pressure against tbe Confess · ona l ·• 

On st.i l et r c uisi ion 01 dictetor'al powers 

mad when rrl s sued o. dee e prohi b ting all e cu ive or drl i n ... 

t s at1v otio .. on e part of Ch r h groups or soc i tions . 

Th ·s e 
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h 

d a ve le tem nt or the Re Ch 0 ... 

t be th u l go m.ent ot' he hurch-- nd t 

~spo e . he p on es 1onal s no for · 

gm etiu at l n ece b r pa sed re olu• 

·rr • s l t st acti n s bl t nt t e. k upon 

the Chur h e D . Z llne eem d ·o sympa"" • 

ro st-s b t b r t . s tim his committee h =. be-

s . K- rl p;rG.ctice.lly all tfair , 

.er1"l , n ' p . C ple te po\.er , soon 

nc , ' f .P ')r i d ad to C r"" 

·. 1- st he . te e . ·orollar 0 t his , s tor · ·art in 

ece er , 0 bit d p king e. e:re 1tb1n 

8 d .c a b. 
.. ~- s . 

lice. 

• the str- ·e was a a relative de l o 1 • 

0 1 ::>6 ., h on ess onal hu ch app red to 

for e f rst i, f,h but s t urne out he 

0 n point e t for he Confe s n ls--

e ba.c on e de ens ve . he till 

r s n . l ee arsbip . bu heir ourage-

for he 0 s among inc as ·:r nu.'1lbe s: 

o pe e ot e p soft ll s ermany , Tb,e 



next devel opment in ·he con rover s w. s r ched when Confessional 

oynod f or tbe ~ ire Reich met at . eynhausen o l? February .. The 

rot est f ormulated t this time <le tro the it or the rov1s1ona l 

Go ernm.ent adm.1n1st r a t1on a · a ne11 Qoun i of Bret hren nd I ecutive 

Comm ttee was ppo1nted . Also ppointed was 

tive oo t t e forte Provis1o a l Chu!"e dmi i.strati on, the ost 

prominent ember of h ch wa s t he no, f oremost Confes s i onal leader, 

Pastor · ~1em6ller . Tben in the spring, t his e Co . es ional adm1n ... 

is tra tion decide to addr as a direot appeal to Hi tler to eter in 

just ho, much governmental suppor and app .. ov l ~ s to be gi v ,n o 

the ever""i creas in ent L• .h~is ian forc es . hi 1ras ·to b a pri 11 t 

PJ.emorandum, peaJ:1ng very f rankly to t he ilhrer hi r.a.self; it close 

, 1th this sentenee , 

v. e pray tor reedom ur people , t ·h iii y 
n t fut ure b al go its y 

t he ai of he Cro . st , t ha ur grand-
c 11 r y not us the' f tJers bee ee 
t hey ha e i .1.deed built an le t b ehi;ud them 
tate on earth~, but · o e t l at exclude t h ting om 

ot God . l 

s 1:1" in reply to this ruemorandu h en probed so deeply int . the 

true hear of the iss e . Hess releas ed a ~eoree f orbid ing a tionalis t 

. oc1·li at o ficia ls t o hold offioe in any church bo , or r 11 us 

or · nization ,. Then came a temporary lull . n the atruS{5le a s t e 

01 10 G m s bsorbed the attention ot a n a prebensive · orl • 

Ia July th o o ing aid a aga in took up tbei'r ea.pons a the 

Q,onfessional M :mor ndum to Hitler a publ .i she 1 t e to · . gn press 

ter a r.a!d by the oJ.i,oe on the o1'f1ottts of tll.e Confession .1 

Chur.cb . Thia tttree.sonable document,, was to ae:rve .a,s an ex.cell :nt ~ 



excuse for more drastio euppression of the Confessional$ . With 

t h p blic. t i on of this document , the rovision l Churo thought · t 

be t to explain to its o members the ire tanc s which had d 

to th ot them orsndu . Cone nt y mani tes o ad ressed 

0 To · ngelical hri vi nit~ end to the AUth r1 ti 1n Ge n 

p omulga te an read from all Co fe · sional pulpit e This me. f sto , 

which the ew _Js. 'P; . es described aa containi of l 

a e oomnarab 

tn rt: 

only to he :n:inety- fi .e the s o ., rtin tu h r , a1d 

ee years ago m l io s of ' an 11Cal - er . s 
wel o ed t hen egi n ng ·nth if of our 
people wi tla warm. hear . ~ Th did so 1 t all 
the more o beceu t e g v rnment of then -
tion bad aa1d in 1ts firs proc . t n t 
Febr ry l , 193, th t two' d firmly p:rote t 
Ohris ttan1ty 8$ the basis of our h le or$l 
sys em ' It is · bsolu ely rant tic for aw an .. 
gelio 1 Christians to think: t hat ff1cial rgans 
:tn the Ger a h rlancl tur a inst the go pel 
of J sus Chris • But it is happ n · • neverthe­
les .. ( . ) the conceptio of the ·7orld oonta ine 
in th · Ros berg Jytnus, wnieb e . lts n n and 
demean Go , ~ •• s taught .1 

The tcnae of this 1n.an1te8to reflects the ettll existent element ot 

d1sbel1,et amo;ng Ger.man Protestants tlle. t their own goverrunent wee the 

mortal enen,,;y ot Christ1sn1t7 . ·1th their tra41t.1onal acceptance of 

temporal authority it was only w1th great reluctance and hesi tation 

that tbey took up offensive arms ag4linat the State, yet with all 

their handicaps they continued to be the most et:reottve domes t1o 

opp.ositlo.n which -the Naz1 llierarthy wee to face . This part1oular 

ma.n1testo , tor -exaniple, l d to quite positive results; for the t1rsi 

time the 11Ger•n 'Ohri•tian · bishops whom errl h&.d appointed pro-

teated against the new pa~nism. ,So sti~ong were these and other 



reactions that Hitler h1lnselt issued t'r·om .Bereh,es . den a warning 

.against. the excesses of the new Ge:t'>ll1in heathenism ,. ff1 tler was en 

astute pol1 tician , and as such al-.-ays wished to avoid open conflict 

with the churcb• •he saw something had to be done to avoid t .be 

ap:pea~anae or allowing errl to be abselute Church dicie.tor . Ase. 

result ; he interven.ed and ordered a tree election tor a new Church 

Synod to be held on ll April. Hitler inti,mat.ed that the ohuroh 

would al.so be allowed to tormula t~ e new cons ti tut1on in <::omplete 

freedom . 4s it. turned out , the-Se proposed elections iere never 

held and a n,ew constitution was never pro.mulgated••the date tor 

these •ere again and a.gain postponed until the entire idea te.ded 

into oblivion . However Hi tler·ts intervent1oii did result in a. posi­

tive aocompl1shtnent tor the Confessional Church. the prospect of 

new ele.o tions rest·or·ed once a.gain unity of' action-•the Lutheran 

regional churches were drawn tighter than ever into cooperation with 

the Confessionals against the '•German Chris 1ans . " 

Yet de$ 1 te all this, Kerrl remained dictator of the ohuroh 

and the arrests ot Confessional pastors continued. Also financial 

pre.ssu~e was applied through decrees h1ch pls.eed pastors completely 

under the control of state finance agene1es; for Protestants , most 

of whom possessed families , thls worked a much greater hardship than 

it would upon Catholio pries-ts •. The State understood this als·o . 

In &dd1 ti.on to the controlling of individual salaries . · the gover nmen.t 

did 1 ~s best to pre1'ent t lle Confessional Chureh f'rom being self­

supporting by denying all collections for use by th.e ohuroh . Fri el: ,, 



i n lune , issued a statement decreeing it e crime to contribute 

any money to the Gonfess iQnals or to any organize t1on not approved. 

by K~J-rl. To be sure . Ker -rl soon was 'in control of all Church 

fine.noes throughout t he Reich. 

The year l\)57 was• despite constant pres u:re, one ot continual 

protest bf the Oo.ur ssto.nal Ohurcbea . In July a eonterenee ot 

Oollfessionals me t at· Gassel to draw up a;n appeal to the Stat~ re-

qu$St1.ng a personal near1ng--an appeal wb1ch to remain unanswered . 

Soon .after• a sta temant s.tgned by ninety,-s1:x pas ,o s protesting 

Rosenberg's •theology" - s s1gned. However~ thia was not read in 

the ,ohurches since Goebbels tnreaten ecl t ha t pa$tors who did so would 

·oe br QU.ght before the eople' a Court on charges of ·t:rea$on. The 

conc,luding para apn ot tllie statemen t ran: ntt Herr Hltl ·r tatla 

to give a guarantee of t e freedom of belief, then faith 1n the 

FU~·er will erumble . "l In aotual1. ty, this faith had crumbled long 

before . 

In l 37 was also held the sreat Oeoumenics:l Conference at 

Ox.ford , an event which did much to inform the rest of Christendom 

of con itions whtch existed in Germany. S.1nce the "Fl"ee Churohea" 

were 111volved. in th'.ts Conference to sreat degree, perhaps a te• 

words descri 1ng t he Free .Church este 11ehment in Germany would 

be a ppropriate. The four most significant Fr e Ohurches- •the 

Ba.pt1sts, 'the •~ethodists, the "E'fangelical Oomm.unity 1n Germ.any , " 

and the nun.ion of F':ree 'vangelio l Oommun1 t1es•'-..-h8:d organized even 

betore l,933 tnto a body to jointly represent them, the "Association 
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ot Evan.gelioal tree Ob.urohes-. •• Thi.s assoo1a t1on, end t he ObUl'chea 

it represented, er trom the first spa.red the ferocity r State 

persecution hich the Luteran en-d Re:rormed Church sus ta in d ; the. 

Nazis understood t he propaganda valu hieh th s e s J.l denominations 

could serve . It cost the government of aitl.er nothing to hold out;• 

-side the Churo-h ett ggle what we.s a ctually onl,. a. h ndtul or people--

100 , 000 to 150,.000 out o.f tbe -entire otes tant popul tion . 1 The 

N$ais realized tha t- this s:ma _ll gr-oup or people hadt _ among the 

ethodists and Baptists ell over the rest. ot the world, millions of 

fellow- $eetarians who naturally · ould judge t he conditions in Gel"m$.ny 

1n aeoorde.nce w1th the idea which the Gernran Baptists. and :Methodists 

conve ed to them. IJ.1hus world opinion was for some time eeJoled 

before i t , asped this propagan,da triek; , but the Oxford Contere:nee 

s an evEtnt which enlightened many peop..l·e who h d hitherto been 

mis informed • No repres entatives of the O.onfessional Qhurcll we:ve 

allowed to attend the orld Oonterenc• • whereas representative, or· 
' , 

the Free Churches attended armed W1th nothing but prstse and defense 

fol'" the Naz1 ra im.e . Ho ever, by 1937 this propaganda presented too 

muon of a contrast wi th other eot1ons ta "en by the Na tional social ... · 

1e ts; the result was a censure by the Oxford Oonferenc-e of the 

anti-Cont'e.ss ione.l t a otios l.lSed by the leader$ of the Third Reioh . 

During the last de~s of 1937, Ke:rrl had delegated the po ers 

of. State administration of the ChUl'Cb t .o a Naii jurist• Dr . ~ @rner, 

whcis e- mission Wll$ to dee troy tbe Centessiona l oppos,1 t i on by admin• 

1st;rative means.. Indeed, l.938 with $.ll or 1ts political orisea 



: 1d not .see relaxation in the' re1111ous .$\J1r1te-; it euiytld.,ng, t -heie 

was an 1:nt·enslt1cat1oth. llu 1·l.7 in the year Jastor N.iemOll-er we.a 

trie<i on ou.m.,rou1 counts , luit fina11r releeaett, o:ul.:, · t o be takell 

iato '"pro'te·e~i:•e eus tody• b.1 the sec-ret po11ee who soo.n ·transte:rre4 

h.bn to a cc,ncen.tra t ion ,amp.. one o·t tne .most ~oura.geous an4 out• 

,1ptlltell. l~te.rs of ·the CoAtees.10,ttal •ove:mce.irt ht.tel be$8. ellml11:a tecl:. 

Ia Ap1·il , e-11utr ·4e·ci~·ee-d tht· t a.l .l .P,~s t ors must 'take tlui Gi vil 

fhtr9an t•' Oa tb. J 

l swear- ~o be loyal ~n,4 oltred.i~l1 ~ ·to tbe lea.·4•~ 
ot the ·Gel-'1'.tla:~ llei Oh .~ nd p 801)-l.e:,. A4,0. 11· Hitler-, 
~ - respect t .he laws anti .. ·te cer~y ·in1t •1 ofti.cial 
c1u1r1.es 1 eo belp me Qott..l 

Ot eo\lrs.e. t.ne tact that this . oath &mp1·i.ea a -coe:,\anee ot ua·tion•l 

Soc18list 14eelegy mact.e, ·1 t di.tticu,lt· t ,or any paator eo.tu1n.1enti<>llt·lJ 

i .o ,ath-ere, to t ts terms.-..- but tn.ose who r.e.tuse·d were soon. en thet~ 

way t& jet• F&$tO~ l'ltmfJ.ll•el'. 

from thie tim• torwai•4 no •tfor1' we.a epa~••4 whteh might .l'-~4•r 

the Cont.ts•ton,ala Qomple-tel.r impoten~; with tb• tmpendlns wo:rl-4. 

oritt1$ tt,& 1i-a3.i go~er·mneat de&ite.d ~~a t ban e,ver to liqui4ate all. 

domest.tc t.n.nilrot'·ar$1.es.. H1t'l.e-:t ~e.tl.e-etet this. a lt1 tude when .be 

l will 1'-l~•r allow anyoae to d1:v14e thie i,-eopl• 
f>ll:C-• · ll'At>'r♦ ill't:o .re11gtaus ea.mps $8.Ch t:llllt1llS ttut 
othtr. Ill t -bis fl&ld we n1tve had expel"tenc.ee 
enou&}l in. German ntst0ry; W$ 4o ~ot neet to 
eolleet an:, other:e.J: 

thus Bi tle,r desir-e4 io aelve t.n• prol>l«m. tt ~-1.1.gious ditteJfenoe• 

b7 e.l .biinat.tng ,nose c-burehe:a wh1~h had.· SQ long wa,_.r·ed: wtth oa, 

l D·un.ean.•.J.one.s • ~p.. Q.1~-~,. p, • 147. 

a Ba7n.e$; :qlt,. cit ., P·• &92 . 
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another; e would na.ve his unitieu national ebur@b whatever, t e 

That laat ominous year of eace nd political crisis ., 1939 , 

W(:t$ also a year of crisis in the strugale aae.inst 1ihe Chureh. It 

was also a year t ,extremely :paraclcxioal. actions and statements on 

the part of the Nazis. In M reh Werner issued decrees a bolishing 

the r i ght .of parishee to choose their own ministe s and proclaiming 

t ba t all ' Ohuroh officials oulo. t hereafter be tl"e& ted as civil 

serv nts end thel'ei'ore subj ct to tbe ttAryan P r graph . · Soon after 

the Contes ion . l mi ued theologtcel ,ac;nools at tru! Univer it1es or 
Heidelberg and Letpz1g were o:rdered closed. All this came almost 

immediately on top of a mo.st surp:x-ising a:nd unuf;lual speech delive:req 

by Hitler before t ,he ·. eiohetag on 30 J'anuary 1959 .. 1 During the 

eour$e ot th1$ speech,. Hitler p~ocla ed; 

l should like to make betore the German people 
t e f llo 11n soletnn deolara tion: . l) o o e in 
Germe.ny has 1n the -pa.st been, ,perieouted because 
of his r eligioue Vie s .• not" : vill any ou in the 
future be so persecuted, ( 2) Tbe National 
See1al1st Ste te since 30 J'anuary 1933 from public 
moneys ••• placed at the disposal of both C urohes 
the following sums: 
:Ftscal year 1953 130 mill.ion Reiehsmark 

tt ·tt 1934 170 " tt 
tt u 1935 250 ~ ~ 

• l 36 ~O tt " 

" 5? 4:00 u • 
1938 5 0 tt " 

t.rhe Ftlhrer th.en ent on t o assert that: 

This st te has only o oe it rvened 1n tbe in­
ternal Jregulation of the Ohurones, that is when 
I myself in l935 endeavo'.t'e<i to unite t h e k ud 
divided Protestant Ohur·ches • •• into one great and 
po ertul :Evangel 1 o l Church . 



tf th s B .$ not th : ruo t tall eiou \ "P· eoh ever deliit'I"~~- d by IU·tle~-• . 

l i .as· eer,t,ainlf ·. e great.e..,.t px•opa~nda neuver he ~vex, per e- r•t•4 • 

O:hurc ·. •s like · · .s -e nqrea - ~ Bo . eve,r If .. ~ . e11. wa.r · e .- · lly d1 oome, 

a ten -e:ne;y to oonoen ~~ te n t e n . 10-nal . '. ~ll"U$81 . ap l?· .<11.1 t y 

c used a o.essat1on 1n the- rsl1: ieue -c.ont.lict••but th 1~ ·oeyond. 

tbe COllO.entl11 . ti · A ot this st-utly + 1;.- · ~ O lu ·•· I , Germany• 00 _:.Ctn~ 

~atioa on .. 1nni g the W$:r au ed mo . 't ~ (l . 6tiious.l _ -iv!.-.t•e issues 

to · ·e rel.ega "e4 to, the baek .·~ound a<':' per:te. l o , -ny, like all o ·r :- -.-e~ 

;mat.ions i nvolvet., telt 1-t. posseased 4 ~:v1 . · · ~1<1a11etu . 

It .U.r nil ,clt talks Qf the Ozar a ·$ deti:ring the 
d.Er ruQ ti0:n ot Frot ·stant §11,tu.:re. th• . r1h~ 
b1!3h0p et Co.lo~<a Bp$$ki O·.f ,·soJtt.smat-ic IiUilSia• 
in &lltanoe with •infidel tranee, aga,1· tour 
God-fearing :Kaisa~. l 

liu.t su,oh wa.s n t to be tbe case 1n · ·orld · · r II. All. oountri•e ia 

the last gttea.t, eontl1ct 1, ere not- qui so pemueated 1th the nuls.·siEud.o _ 

devotion to a 'witr t o end all war ,~ t1 he ·Oa:ris tian 0-h:ureb in li4.'Zi 

the Ftlhrer bimtu~lt d b ·en ·G\leva. ted . :o tbe 41 v· ne tb..r-orui ar tl,;e 
cevote·e• of.' a ae -,.-. lig1.on,. To ~be s . re1 each ·erman soli1er still 

wo11e erablez.o,ne4 upon bi~ bal t b 10 l · t -e .ia,scription QQt_t ~i) tJu-• 

a.a entronoh,ed $trot1ghvld of Q;rthodo.x qui~t1f,t-J;)it7 withi n tbe lt$z1 

Stat-e .. •11 -wa.s .reaken_ d. <Htrta1nly• but ae.ver·thel . s lt et:.:.1sted wn.er• 

,all -cth~r op . o it.ton :ore-es had lon.. beto.r.e be.en l1qui6 .·t•4• The 

1 s . · • Jar ou,_ tt·fne Imp ct ot "u 01,1 Jeligt,on, ·· ~~1-+ti:<U:i:l _$c1~!!•~. 
Sll~l~; r t l• ·p • es&·• 



re$t or the world s ee ed to realize tl1is, and 1 t · rovtded the. 

enem1 s of Ge · ny with a genuine religious is sue . This time, 

indeed, , he very to ndat on stones of the Judeo Ohri tian heri t~ge 

were under attack . 
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OHAP'l'IIB IV Roman Ca tb.olicism and t;he Third Reich 

0 The Catholic Church , 0 re :rked Adolf Hi tler , 0 i .s a really big 

thing , Why , what an or . nizationt It • s someth1ng to have lasted 

nearly 2000 years I ·· e ust learn from it. stuteness and knowledge 

of human nature are behind 1t . "1 Thus the Ftthrer expressed his atti~ 

tude toward the Church into which he wes horn.- -the Ohurcb ihich he 

respected yet detested . Hitler respected the Roman Ohurch beoause 

of its power as a t emporal i nstitution; he held it in contempt for 

the Chl"isti n ethical precepts • hi.oh it aintained , for the ide 1 

of br otherly .love ha d li ttle 1n common ith the racial theories of 

National Soc.ia l1.sm . Hitler was far from being the first a bitious 

individual to recognize t e genius of the oman See; the fallacy 

was t hat he comprehended only a · :f'e facets of th t genius . 

Catholicism in Ge~ ny , like Catholi oism in so many places , 

represented in pre- Naz i days a formidable and unified structure, 

quite unlike the divided Protestant denominations . To be au.re , 

under the eimar regime, Catholicism was strongly or nized wi t hin 

a politi c 1 organization known as the Centrum; or ' enter Party ; 

this party possessed eat 1ntluenoe with the government primarily 

because i t usually represented a moderating element . Together 1th 

the Socialists 1 t thus nor lly acted as a forc e on the democr tic 

side . !iore than any other party, the Center represented ell strata 

of German. l .ife; also it w s a pel;'ty 1n. whi .oh the laity always ple.y•ed 

a dominant ro le~ The Catholics had been active even before orld 

War I, but had then been so ewhat hindered by Bismarck 's Kulturkempf; 

1 T. L. Je.rman , The, Rise and Fall of Netzi G;erman.;2; . p . 183 . 



when t he iron chancellor toppled ,. ant1-Cethol1o attitudes largely 

did lso . Thus Ca t hol1eism no longer possessed the taint of anti• 

Prussian seot1ona.lism which long .h d characterized 1 t because its 

fortresses were praotiea:lly all it1 avaria . 

From its ear lest origins , Catholicism looked -1th doubtful 

eyes upon National So ci~lism. There developed a utuel ha te 'bet een 

Catholics and Nazis; Catholics on one h nd corde:mning the r cial doc­

trines and brutal meth6ds of -rational Sooialis , and the Ne.zis on 

the other detesting the oman Church because of its internationalism. 

its categoric 1 moral s andard 9 and its strons political 1nflue ce . 

In addi t1on; the Ma zis blamed ca. tholi.c support largely for the sue• 

oess of the ha. tee, ,e1mar Republic. Catholicism .reeognized this 

e i ty nd urged its followers to oppose Hitler nd his par·ty 1n 

that fatal election whioh finally brought the Nazis to po1"er . 

National Socia 11 m h d also recognized the Ca tho lie oppos 1 t ion ilhioh 

it would t'aoe at an early t1nle, qui te unlike the case ,•1th the 

Protestantisme · However , despite all this mutual detestation , it 

ou ht also to be po· nted out that t here existed a fairly large amount 

of sympathy for Nazi id ls among the Catholic youth during th first 

days of the Third e1ch . Perha ps this will aid in expla1n.ing, the 

rapidity r1ith h1c h npolitical'' Catholicism yielded when :Hitler 

wielded t he hip . It should also be noted in this regard tha t the 

anti- •Nazi s ent i m nt a mong Ger Ce.tholios ,as not at t':t.rst supported 

by opinion in he Vatican . :l1he Pope during he azi bid for power 

s P1u~ .• I, a man obsea.sed with f r of Bo 11 vi · ho h d c e 

t o b lieve that llational ocialism, with its avidly ant i-Communis t 

tendencies, would support the position of the Chu;rch in return for 



f avorable political suppor t . 1 Hitler was to take rapid advantage 

of' this s -ympa thetic attitude by s ending ·t he former Ch noello r , von 

. pen , to Rome to nego tiate a Concorda t--but mor e concerning this 

shortly . 

'fihat woul most probably be considered the first re l clash 

between Na tiona l Soci lis.m an the Po n Church in Germany took plsce 

i n September 1 1930 . The vi car of a parish in the province o Hesse 

requested his bi s hop or s pecific i ns tructions on the att itude he 

ought to take with re rd to believers ln the racial doctrines of 

the Nazi theorists. 'l'he Bis op of 

down three rhetorical questions: 

inz wae quick to reply; he laid 

1 . Can a Catholic be a: r egistered r.ilen1ber of the 
Hitlerian ar ty? 

2 . Ha s a C&tholio Priest the right to allo 1 

members of the Hitlerian Party to take part 
collectively int.he s ervices of his Church? 

3 . Can a Ca tho lie ,ho adheres t o the pri noiples 
of t he arty be allowed to re ,eive t 1e 
saorament?2 

'rhe a nswer la id down b~ the Bishop as a resounding "no o tt This same 

sentiment ia s expressed $OOn afterward by a declare. t · on of all 

Bavarian bishops in 1931 when t hey condemned t he five major errors 

of Ne. tion l Socialis t 1•aoialism: 

1 . Racialism places race a bove reli. gion . 
2 . It rejects the reve la tions of t he ld 

Testament .,. n even the ten com.mandments 
of ·Mo es . 

3 . It does not recogni z e the prima cy of t he 
Pope in Rome because hi,s is an authori ty 
' situat ed outsid e Germ.any .• 

4 . It f osters the project of a 'dogme.- l es s 
nati onal Church.' 

5 . Under Ar i cle 24 of its program it pro ... 
poses t o s et u the •mora l fe ling ' of the 

l Duncan•Jones , £12.• cit., ., 165 .. 

2 d ' Harcourt , ~ Thir Rei oll , p . 00 . 



Ger ,aniQ r oe e.s a criterion t·or Christian 1 
moral la1s, which are essentially universal . 

Thus the lines of enmity were dr a n, lines to wh1ch so many Homan 

C tholios were fa i thfully to dhere during the hole of the fazi era . 

The replies to these early condemns,t1ons by German Catholicism 

of National Social i sm were vere; th Nazi leaders declared that 

t he Church used spi ritual aims erely as screens for secular am.bi tions . 

"Political Cetholioism" was the term cont inually used in the writing 

and speeches .of the l?art., hierarchy . It was claimed by the Nazis 

that t he Church condemned them onl bee use their party constituted 

en obs t a cl e to t ue political a bitions of Rome . It was asserted by 

the Naz i leaa rshi p th t their party was such an integral pert of 

the nation tba · an attack on the l'arty was tantamount to an attack 

ny itself . Thus loyalty to the Church s apostasy to the 

nation . The Roman Ca tr10lic vas classed with the Jew and the Mar:xis t ; 

all ,ere seen as plotting the destruction of the Fatherland . The 

C tholic , like the Jew , hed accepted Versailles w1 thout . h si ta tion . 

Ho,ever, it •as not unt i l 1933 that the i tional Socialist Party 

w· s able to giv i ts anti-Catholic hostility material backing nd 

le l sanct i on . ~erbaps the be~t summary of a1 with re rd t o 

the Roman Church was express ed by Her ann G~ring in a speech deli v­

ered very so n aft r Hitler's .suooes ful gr s_ for po~er . In t is 

pa rticular eech, G6ri g ssert d that in the bleak, red, and golf 

f l ag of eimar he saw th sym ol of all the t had to be overthrown- ­

the "Bl ak lnternationaP' hich was Roman Ca thol icis , the "Red 

Inter national" hi ch ue.s Social .. m, nd the 'Yello Internationa1". . 

l 
!bi ., P • 801 



il.:io·h ; ,s J'et !sh :finance . Shorti~ ·· fter this spe,eoh v s made bf 

06r1nfh Hitler himaelf deliv ~.red . n add.ress ,h eh · took a quite 

differ nt t n 1 tll re ·ard t o .ea th liehnn.; lh ler, ~the ster di loma~ 

tist, as a .sin ut i lizi: a his per1o-die na ... •p-~semen:t 19 pJ>lioy f1 But 

Hi tiler 1.:, d ,a deft.nit . purpos in x1 1n .; h. ne de ~he as&1$te oe of 

the enter P· rty ~n passin:, tlie ~~ .. aous Enabl1 g Bill which vru d 

g:·v him virtually diot -or ·ia.l powers over the e .· . hs ta ., and oon..i. 

eque itly over ll of ermany . Fr ~er received this ooo. ration 

from tll Ce .. ter i' muoh to the chm grin of man ~ Q.a t .h l ~ c h ·;.,; t ori.an 

au'i ('1 pologie fl.i 

Tl t ro sp ·eche .: cite above gra:phi~ll e1templify t he Ni z1 

polio ot alt n - t ng bet ~e 'll v .o . enee ~nd adu atio ~ 1· was a. 

~oliey 1 ich v.1 $ to be dhel?<ed \,o thl'o -1ghaut th d ' cade. or the 

·ny otn~r i sti ut1on,, Tne abov ii n · den\i is, ho~ s-rer j perhaps the 

most ccm.trov rsial ~ Whe1 IU ·1er s w tb:a · he must hav . the ai;d of 

t"" e Oente1--, he m 4,e an · ther .speech btfora tlHt eichsta. hie i Qa 

the ery epitome of hon Y""'@oated appeasem. . t-. And i '. NOt"ked; Hi ler 

aoqu:ir@d the :requisite number or votes a · the Ce ter ua.nte4 him 

tul~ po er ~ ·s l have b~.fore said , this ·action on th part or he 

Oen ter 10: . een '·,be -~1.1 j eo or tt n"" ~ 1 u111s oontro re sy, esp(;}cially 

am• -ng Boman Ce tholic'..;;! themselves . Lud tig Kaa , tbe cba · :rman ot t & 

Center ux,in :r the crisis$! 1.e . _, rtic larly .. dErmn ·d fc.~ Ji lding to 

Hitler t e wishes .. ·li aon erv-.a:ti v Kaa did n 4.- no ioe th · tr ·. en·dous · 

changes wbieb. hs, ta ·. n ... *a ·c in the pa ty tr .·. tt re of he later 

·•eLMlr re·gi ~e . He did not realize the eaken1ng ~ · ich ad OOOU?' . ~a. 

1 he Ce ter and mong the ,'too .. 1 l)enocrate; 1n$teBd he co · 1nued 



·to ti egotia te 1t v,1 th th lier Nation l Soc1alis ts 1 a party with wh ich 

no on could use the C stomary parli mentar code. O"" course th1 

latter fa. ct is today well known,. but at this eEA.rl r tlme not m ny 

reco ~ized the treacherous characteristic ot the azi Party; to 

be sure, only after r;;unich did ev r;,ion fully comprehend the true 

na ure of Nation, 1 Soc alis ts cunning . Th refore 1 it ap9 s to 

· e s me hat ne.rro ~ to so vel1emently c 1 ti 1z men suc h as K a f o 

· their ta i lures at such · n e r.ly period: 

Histor has long deaid d that thi poli tio~l 
d ilettante ( aas) 1 a prelate relying on obsolete 
pol1 t ioal ·ta tics 1.n these suprooiely fa t .etul 
years lli<htch de nded of the Center Party the 
most cruoia.l political de isions , vas Qnything 
but a poli tical leader, or rather , was a con ... 
tribu· or to t ,e oata trophe o~ 1933 wh: ch he 
helped to bring about .l 

Cer't inly. ther e 1s merit nd truth in 'this sta t ement, but ;tt is 

also the result of much unre leot1ve hindsight . Kaas wa indee a 

p t net ic figur e, but he deserves a little more consideration; s 

wa. noth i:ng more han an ecole iastical Nevill Ch mberl in . 

A.s soon a s Hitler a chieved his 1:ms and · s 1n po ition of 

undis put e power , the N z i n peasement policy• q ickly termi ated 

and numerous actions w.:·re taken by the ne regime against t e, Roman 

Ohuroh .. In t h,e sam month of July t . t the then a sculated Center 

Par~t y, now under he irtef:t'eotiv leadership of Br . ing, d i . s o ved 

i ts elf , numerous Ca tho lie o:rganiz tions were liquid ted by ord r 

ot' re State n.d tncrea s nu num.b rs of pri est er ar r s t ·ed i'or 

"activities hos ti le to he state." nd yet, this same onth of July, 



to thi s quea t ,ton is a varie·d one~ ~nd on .... open to , uon eon,tl * ot ng 

"'·,inion, depeudin or T' ·et\ r ; ~ G tholio 01~ a Pr .· t e$tarit 1a ·· p .akin ?. 

the Co.ieoraat t1i •h -he _l: oman .sa. ,,~s signed on 20 July 19~3, trie: 

tte icn b.etn ·-t r ,l,"; ~esent,.;t1 b.y Vice~Ch' ~.e · 11m:- 7o p,aT}vl'l and · b ·t by t -.e 

bimselt · s· Pi us XII . Pha preambl• to thi~ C-oncord t ra n, 1n art, 

aa foll ws; 

Hi s irol i nesa Pope Pt,u~ itl and th Pr s.ident of the 
C¼er.1~n ... . eto , 1n~p1r.ed by· he ao 1mon ,~ is .. t.O steure 
and pr om.o . the eiistins rriendl . rela tio:rls be iveen 
the Rolr See and th , GernlSn ei.ch a 1 wishin tQ 
re ·: ula t :e per:rrJ.anently the l7ela tion btrtw -~n t he Cat· o,.,, 
JJ.c Onur oh a d the St~t to... u e whol ~ ~ ·t..,;,nt of ·tn 
Ge:r tnan tieioh in. a tna-.. •Jer . ·hi.th s ~ll be sati'sfaatory 
tor bot h p r -•ies~ nave detarmi ned. t ·""' a nel ude a 
solemn s greei ent., ·:h1ou • ._stt ll seettl"$ a : :a1xo:rm 
tr a.tment of -· he que&tions wt1io 1 ai .. e the subJeot of 
t , i .s a•st·ee , n , ., l 

which OU e b-e 



purel.,. "Ul tura ls r e i g ious t or p 11 t hrop · c organization es ther 

or n iza tio s woul d b protec ted onl to th et nt hat t ey rould 

e a.bl ' to gu ra t ee t e · r a cti 1 ti es to be i ndependent of any o­

li tioa.l purpo 'es ., Artic le 3"' provide ·tha in r turn for st t -e 

prot ction of c urch or gc.niza tions in "'erm6n . r t1 e loly See oul d 

issue regulations wh1c ·· u ld X.clude 1e clergy ~J n ' the e.u,ber of 

r li ous orders rro membership i n o ot i on in ehalf of po l i t: ical ·. 

parties~ The"'e artic les were to be so ces of const nt d s agreement 

th ·c ughou t the thirtie ; h · eveI· at the t . me of t e si$Zli g both · 

R m.e an Berlin a are tl ~e e qui t satiofied . After all . the 

Vatia 11 s t ill had und uted authority in t he appointing of bishops , 

arehbi hops , eto .,, Oa tholi Sc ools in G-rmany we:r-e theo ti l ly 

pr otected , a nd s gre t new barr ier agains t olsheViG had een 

erected e Hitler lso felt proucl. of his aooo. plis .1 nt ; he had ac­

complished more th' n th· great lUsmarck ad l,i;;en apa ble of do1 , 

On t e day afte t e si ing o'f t he Con ord t , Hi ler deliver d a 

speech i 1 1oh h a ·nounoed: 

W are h ppy t at in om ester dey r,e sucoee ad 
in signi ng Concord ton the basi of vh ich all 
poli i •cal ti n in t e .P t·· es will 'be f r b i den 
to priests for all time , happy because e kno . 
v1hat is wanted by mill1o 1~ 11ho long t o see in he 
priest only t ~ ~ nforter f their ou s n not 
the epr e enta t lves o the r po1· t 1cal co i o io a . 
hu the po11 ical fi t r or er i in she . 1 · 

Perhaps t · e pol itical fight wa ove_ • but the spiritual one just 

be i nning . "'\ ea t man erman Ca holies :rel t the t th e onoorda t 

h d saer i f 1ced oo much--th.-e b lieve . t h t the Church ha no f!J ined 

much more tha he had h tl' e:rto poss es s d 1-. hile t e i.:> t e , on the 



gloriou.0 a11d hex•oio tales (h1elle :.. 110 by t~ e 

paganilm~ ltaulha ber b · lieve the t; 

The best to· m. · !'° a.1 t<H:.Ht07 wo:rsh::.. ):) . s 
all t h-at ~Ls evil 1~ o-xia rs t oref ther·a , th 
1 enae ~ nd th •· d . unke ~s ei ·Pt' the w not l G ns , 
and , on t ,h 0 o t h .r ha d, to. ace -t as i\ sac . . 
iuhsri ts.nee 11 t n~ t ·· s good 1 the1p ., l 



outr l g,._ t: tt'i .rien a ~azi p--·,s 01'.1 his Jl own Shi · 1 .. . .o · ses to "f:L 

·1th "l' Oatholi ~~- or :r-4. t ··s -~ni . i ~- ,.ccmr.:·u :;af ..>,r t his C ta 't ex .t . as 

If the C:tmro.1.as w T-$ o- deola.1. e th .m e · s r . ,d 
to ta.re o·•er 1::1 "' ·treatment and e re . : ~hose 
aufteri g fr m neredi tai. ~ ·. ses.seSc, w. s:t10.uld 
be qu.1 ta ready :;;~e · ai)"l. from ~ ·teril · zir1g th.em ~ 

ut as 1 o g a~ tl e Stat a c-c:n1de.- ·· ea to rai e 
from 1 ts 01 tizen"" enormo1.1s sum i\ H10 e · i ---~ 
tens.nee "'f the - e Lto.i. t ne .... • · · is aoZA:i..~e .. led 
t c) ad.opt the renie ' y nthi .oh l)l"GV" n' ;S unde.... l 
served suffe::cin to e ba;o. "'e " p t .rity .: 



Ar:ticl h 

tholio ~nst n pi? ·valentlJ 

. · e'the~ 

ttQcmmmd.ty ·cho-o u · tt:tblish . bi, <he zis. Na urally th~ Connuwi1t7 

Sehoels .ere "pl'eter:r,ei• ;, "One . ple•, (uu, · e1ch, .-·ne F1lb,t-e,,:JJt.,. one 

Sthoolt n wag the ory, and a vot~ to~ the Ob:uroh sono l s consideref.::·: 

by, t.he ~u1ihcr-t tie.. as a votEJ a in the very aaored person ot the 

ltlhreir . . Soon th1$ act1o·. · e.a tollo · et \lJ by St . ~•e. s · zu . e Qt .o ·· er­

eus Oat.hol.1-c te&c·be,rs • tr& . 1.n· e 1lfHJ8SJ the.r · ft, r e'f.ery teaeluii-

J>l'OCla it'Ae<l th,e 14 eas ,(>,f Aidel;ph Hi tl~ • A $Ch0Cl ,pa •r trt.1 Kiel. 

wri.t'te in 193-5, 1s quite revealing abo· t t 11e eonte a ion f{)t tat tb• 

t :e which -.ch , .ea.ah t' nd pupil mus+. adberti 

·re \Htl.it)Ve t hat God has i-eveal•A Him.self to us 1.11 
,. . t:errna bl a · d I'!· . o ll""'O · j:.) s• ur 

Gerti n ne•e and German bi.a to·:ry . Thet le our German 
· i ill. . V e ... e r · 11 or . .., ·. · qj, h n • a on .·.· a . le 
te~m., ts.<;>1i as :reproaob-. . e a,r- p,rQ.u,d of our G$P' · ·n: 
P 1th, our No:rh . S ·h · wllh•• • bo.- v Q ho • 
QU&nlr grasped the iihou .nt. ot .ac m~t re. ·ect the 
1e -1•.h t ei. ~. : gi n · ·fl'~ f <1, Ca ho . -~ c 
K--B•l1ca1 . ~-

Pe:rr- . aps the gre t· st stru gle la th ·, realtl ot (¾lu.ce. 10.n isau•4 

trom the re:la't:i ·ODS. 'iib1Ch d·ev ·lope ·. ll-$~W.-$ n t l'l-e }l1t:le:~~.IU(Gt114;, Olr 

•,.,. 
, .. '. 
I-,• 



t '" .., .. 1 , 

.... l-

Hitler Youth, and t h m ny Catholic Yout C~gan! z tic , _S ·hio xistecl 

1n Ger-many. Rei hsb i hop - tU e had , in 1934, ucc e ed in 1 orPo-

r e. 1 g vhe ·. rotestant h"'Veng lica l Yo n t e 

H· tler lo th; th C tholic toqk heed end 1d th r b st t r sis t 

t h sa..me I te; relying on the pro.t ction .. i nsure 

1 of t he o oorda t . B ur von Scb1raoh ; l er of 

h Hitl er o th , o · Hitler inten ed to h no.r thi . e ment . 

Hi. l r a arly t cla .' d th t h ould not toler te o 

·t ion roups of a reli :1. ous on · r ote wi · hin t,he H ler .Youth .: 

e claim nd re laim that 6ill Ger n youth 
or -n izations ot er t n ourselves ha a lo t 
ever y reason tor their t\lXiS t ence. The · or­
ganizn tton m s t v nis nd 1 ave 1t ler Youth 
a cl.ear fi eld. Tb t yout b, assoeia 1ons sh uld 
continue to el:-1 ton t he :t':rin e , protected by 
I ~o not. het priva ·t e cone :rns of the Churehes . 1 
1s i n i elf a s itua on tat c nnot oler te -

Thu the ound s l id for compl te control 1f' G rmany• s yo th; 

e it letter of prot . st from the ti c n , th us tion of Roman 

· uth r ity o r the min 

How ve , it must e not 

ot its youth sl -1 },ut certain y o tinued . 

that a ll youth o n1zatione i Germany 

t the t i me of th e Nazi coup , th under the d. eotio 

C tholio1 held ou · the longe t a1n t tl: s.dva oe.s of th Sta te-.... 

muc longer t han ose d r he au tees he P1·otesta t hure.tu,s . 

EnQo a ge ants from suoh .oen a C r 1nal Schtt te Cologne eemed. 

t o inst i ll ren~ ed resistance into the r of .t'. C t ol c youth . 

Of cours e 1.t must almo be taken no cons'de tin that the Pro stant 

o gat.11.ze tton$ . ere boldly se zed lilt V r v ite· t he az a ., . t 



wer e more taottul With their dta lin towar.d t he C~tho 0 e,os oi-
i on because of the g t r gi i y 1th hich Rome cl .t.t, 

r1 hts end propert , Aotual t . :18S ot unt l tha final l a ot 

l. Deo ember , 1956 eolarin n he hole 0 t h of 1thin th 

territory of the ic s i ol 1 he le:r. 
·" 

h, u that 11 

ath 110 Youth Organiz tions fi l iel e to he a.z1 on laugh-t. 

T: suppress ion e nd a r st of a holi C rg bee e more 

and ore i nte si f 1ed from l ' 4 n • ·he i ia d ll t e old 

_ismaroki La e. i t a · use 0 "' pu t - - raot ·o lly nything 

a priest aid fi" the p lpit 0 ul b e. nm. nyth1ng 

.hich r ek . t pol t c 1 tli lici · m. tf his ter ... ti 

us i n and a .in t~ men OU ue t th ct1V1 1 s 

of th Ohurc or e, tlr 
. 

I dica. 1ng e-• 

t 1nat1on n t p rt of h 0 er en 0 1 t everaly or 

t e m n t e all corpora ·e ac iV1t s f the C " Since, he id , 

11 therin s of n C sie. er wee to i d un es.a 

hey took p ee wit . in · .. e churo ing . In t summ :r o:f 193 

t he is 

~e ohes of the Co cod t , but i as to no vail ; GO ing repl i ed 

h edio e cal 'at o icis " in h -o h portr yed: 

~i t all al l 

tole1• te," 

thee older o 

o her hi rty .. f1 

utr ·· g t a ttac 

1 i a l . " e o not 

o a h'c w ref r ma borne 

t • ,l u o in , . 1 e nwneroUfll 

an e 

; ci ums e 1o mus t al ys b- use4 

~; 

I 
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so t .ha t the ol·ergy will not become martyrs. Y 1 there · ere to b 

ny such martyrs . 

In the latt$r rt of 1934 , Oathol1¢ sohol r ha d ubl i hed a 

series ot S,tudtet exposing the errors o Bo$enber · in h i . 2LYt..b s-• 

the Catholic press b.EHl 1nde d been a strong eapon. F~m t h tirs t 

the lJazis reoogniz-ed this f~o · a nd eont nu d to do ever t hin -t t in 

their power to sup ress all , ex r ession ot pin:ton . 

lie Chux-eh had in pl'e-Naz1 dJ ys av ry excellent n 

he n Oat ... o .. 

press. Suon n ewspap r as Qerman1a and t her Vplksze1 'tllPI 

ere national newspapers and 1nt'luential or · 4s of public opinion. 

Catholic pa.pers such ae t hese reta ined a fair a unt of 1 dependence 

tor while even after t he had \le "coor 1na t e · t 1 tb. t he govern ent . 

Tnen an old e.cquaintance of Hitler, ax nn, 

dio.:tator of the . ress and be n !ln ll•out campaign a. ga i t the 

Onurch press. A very old -c t bolie paper, per :§_ .di~che Begb~c.ht,er, 

was the first t go under Amann •.s orde.rs- ... the r s n, t h d diapl yed 

t he ord Om;istus on its tront sheet.. Then in pr1l 19~5., nn 

1ss \1ed two decrees hioh aetically 1ped ou t he Catholic pr 3 • 

The Romall bishops of Ger ny quiokly ro te ted th t t . .... e re a t1ons 

were .n i nfringement or t h Conoo1~aatt but es us al su h eti n • as 

1neft'eotua1. The Bis hop or Trier·• Dr . Born was s ,er, pa.rtieu erly 

called on h.i.s peopl. to continue r din Ca hol i publica t ons , b 

soon t h.er ere none to :read . 

The tactics u·ttlized by the Natio.nal Socialists aga i nst the 

Catb.ol1c Youth nd press are 1n· 1cati e of t he eppr a h u ed 1n all 

other areas ot lite i n which t e Churoh has possessed influence. The 



Baals «a tteapt$d t o au'bstt ·tute tbeir own de•1ces for e-r-eryth ing 

bit, erto 1thin th " hands or the Chu:ren; thus th -· _publish$d -, a · :n 

Peasants• Calendars to :repl ae,f.e those sho~ in_g t hEi fiaints ~ys ot 

t· e Church_, a.nd for '.oe-d t h~ ·people to 1"e&d their own newspap rs anti 

ublieation$ ra\h$r then tbo-se printed under tht auspices ot Rome _. 

They attempted to -defame t .he olergy in the eyes of t . · eir people by 

brtngitlS th~m bet-ore state tribunals o.n charges or ,smugglinU}; .:m­

\HjZ~le:ment, tUHl itnm.0111al1ty. T :is last cnerg.e W&$ di:re,eted prbna:r-111 

at religious order-s, b~gtn.ning in 193ft 1th the trial of two nm1d:re4 
l , 

m·:-· nbers of t e J'rS;,n,eisean Or er e- But the yea:,:_ 1956 als·o sa· , the-

moa t pov·erf; 1 protests o:n the part of ··tn~ Germa:n Oe.tllol1o hi~aroh)T. 

On IS August ot that ear,., tbe Oath lie bishops of GerIOO,n:y met at 

Fula.e amid an atxnospb.ere ot grave an .1ety. Ther·e t 1ey drattei an 

e-xpl os1vely wort!ed protest e. .gainst tlle actions otl, the .Stet~ age.i nst 

t11e 'Church; a ptUttor.al let'ber wa.s also v/ti'itten ikiich was to be r etHl 

trom. all pu.lpi ts t ht~(lughout Ger· n7 . Thi l ,ett$r eont~i ned e. some• 

,..hat cGno1l.1ator.r sound by mentioning the oommon danger of Bol h-ev1sm, 

but neve~l'hele$s t e- letter was eonfi$crtteti by the. govertutient and 

e-ondemned a s fH1ri1tian demagogy . Tna ltill.da Con.t eren.oe b d eppo1rrte4 

th'1l -Oerclinal~ of Bre.slau,, .~unioh, and Ool ogne to in1ti•te disc sions 

wi t h t he a w te, t; nd cardirta : Faul nsbe.r wa · eetuallJ $Ucc-esstul in. 

affirmed the tevot,ion ot Cathol1.e.s to the Fstl\$rlan<i; but pointefi 

out ttle 1nnume~a'bl-e infractions to the • t1pul . tions ot the Concordat­

. h.ich had bee.n per ,n-etrate(i by t .he govermnent . Bu.i hi.s breath wa s 

e.stoo on thQ deafened •r , of H1 t .l er b<> engaged in h i s- turn.al· 1 



evasive w rmer ; as o l ~ ys on the religious i s 

the ·. ei eh r e ined tac1 turn, lea ving i act 

-85-

e. the dictator of 

1 desires o the ·ords 

an actions of subordinates . The bishops could only report to the 

Va ti can th t the pos1 tion. of the Church in Germ.any r ai.o d unaltered . 

Thus it w.s time tor the pac itself t take action . 

•:. hen the Vatican id at last speak, it 18°" -11th de statins 

force. P:lus I ha a lest come to th r e liz tlon that Communism 

as not the only eat enemy of the Church, or he nor comprehe ded 

full the true s 1.gn1f1c nee of rational Sooi lism~ There ore he 

asoended the throne or St . eter and pr epared to speak ex c~ thec,tra 

to bis German subjects, but he utmost secret had to be i tai ed . 

'r e method adopted ias entirely unprecedented an took t he Nazi. 

regime by com lete surprise . Because h realized that to publish 

a . 1Sncycl1oal in lom would b ineff ctual, since it 1ould not b 

allowed ·to enter Germany. l?ius or e1 .. ed tha t the Encyclical b 

written in German and smuggled a ross the frontier., Then during the 

evening of 18 Aiarch , 1937, cleri cs r ushed ab ut th countryside 

distributing hundreds oi oopies to t e rur· 1 ea s ho :l turn 

·to 1 t tha t each rish priest secured one~ 'J.lhen on "''alm Sunday 

morning , the Papal .U:ncyclical , 1Ut brennender Sor9 {with bur ing 

sorro t}, a~, read rrom every Catho·lic pulpit in Ger m- ny . Th effect 

v;es p1ofoun.d . tus, in his oyc.l'cal , t'iret expl a in ho h e c e 

to sign tr1e Concordat with Germany in 1933 . He states t ' at at th.e 

tim he •,as anxious not to lose ven 1 slightest op ortuni ty of 

protect i ng ·the Church' existing rights in Germa ny; lso he did not 

mnt it oaid that t here ould h• V be n reli, ious ee had it not 



.. ... 

be-en fo• th@ Pope ' s refusal of the,State•s offer of friendship . 

mhe ope then detailed all azi violat ions of the Concords t and 

hemently co~ emned : 

1 . Those v. ho a e the raee, t e people, tl e 
S t te or tl'le for of goverrunent, th e ot1ve 
rulers , and deify them v i th idola trous 
orsbip ., 

2 . 1lhcuae who retuse to accept the Old Testament . 
3 . Those who try to sever, from true belief in 

God an i s rev aled comm.andtnents , th Natural 
La · which is the foundation of law en juris­
prudence. 

4 . Those who deny that God-given rights hich each 
1.ud.1v1du.al possesses are inal i enable end who 
asser t the t they ca be disre rded by the 
state or suppressed . 

t,; . Those who threaten inter ationa l life vfi tb 
per petual ate.ta of 11a:r , and whos e doctrines1 
menaee t he very existence of the commu ity . 

Indeed. this i ,s a pronouncement against everything f'or , h ioh Na t1onal 

Soc i a ltsm s.tood . Pi us truly understood the na ro,, Hn tenuous under­

structur e upon hicb the Nazi fa.i tb rested hen he declrJired: 

None but superficial i nds could stumble into con ... 
oe.pts of a national God , of a ne t1onal religion , or 
attempt to loek within t he frontiers of single 
people , within he narrow limits of a single :race, 
God , t he Crea tor of the uni verse, Kin , "nd Legisl ·tor 
of all nations beforg whos e 1mnumsi ty they are •as 
a drop 1n a buoket• . 2 

Such a resounding denunoi tion of' the Third Reioh c _lled for 

a rely, nd such reply was quick to nifest itselfc An 11 out 

attack wa s proclaimed , n a ttaok to do everything possible to etf ce 

the pr est i ge of t he Chur-eh 1n the eyes of the German peopl · c No· 

1ns t e d of the smu ing n i orality trials whi ch ad gone before, 

the .Reieh initiated oh r ges of high treason ga i ns t numer ous priests 

,.,bo ere thus hel d up before the nation as traitors to every t hing 

2 r neis J. Po er s , :Penal Pronour_c em. n, t-s -2!! the :Political Orqer, p . 42 . 



Germs • In. a (idi tion to t .. is the i n · ict er.i.ts t'or i mmorality ere 

resurrec t ed and a lso h oat severe tinanoi l pre uxe y t vas 

bro, ght to bea1" on t he Ro n Church throu"'hout the vhole of the 

e ioh. All o t hese teetics reflected an tt tude of fear on t b. e 

art of the Nazis , f (!lar lest the Ohurch augment its esteem in the 

-1 so the people. Up until this ti,e no institution ith po er 

beh i nd it had dared o openly con e the z1 State in su · h a 

violent manner. I:Ii l er himself exemplifi ed this apprehensive atti­

tude when he broke his reti oenee on he religious issue long enough 

to deolare, shortly after the procla , tion of the 1 cycl ic 1 , t ha t: 

· e cannot permit that this authority , which is the 
authority of the German people , shall e a ttacked 
by e. ny other power '.Jllateve~. hat appl ies also 
for a ll Churches .. S l ong as they concern the.rnselve 
with their religious 1roblems t he St te does not 
concern it elf with them . But s soon as hey 
attempt by ny means ·ha tsoever-• by letters , 
En.cyclic ; or otherw1s ... -to arrogate to themselve 
ri ghts whi ch belong to the S tate alone '.I e shall 
force them ba ek into their proper s iri ·tual , ,. as 
toral aetivit.y.l 

Thus the suppress i on conti ued unabated t hroughout the remainder 

of he t hirties. n6chluss took place and the number of Ce. tholios 

111. Greater Ger many w s 1ncre sed ,o t wenty- even illion, but this 

did not diminish any, the per-secution of the Chur◊h-- 1f anything. it 

i nere sed . Hitler as indeed bri ging to frui tion the t hre t whi ch, 

according to Na thaniel ioklem , he h d promised in 193(): 

Provi ence h caused me to be a Oatholie , and I 
kno\' better ( than Bis rck) how to handle this 
Church . If she will not coommodate herself to us , 
I wi ll loose upon her , pr opaganda that will e:x.ceed 
her powers of hearing and sight.~ •• I will bri g b ck 



to life tne _'orgo tten a tr c ties o er ist ory ,_ 
and I will sho 1 the people how t he arson really 
liv es a nd is ebauohed •••• The sh ll bend or 
break-• but. sin c1e they a re no fools, th y will 
bow their leads . 

be aure 1 the did bo under ~,he h vy bl sts of ' Jazi pres u~e, 

bu they never broke. I t at fina l year of 1939, the Roman Church 

in Germ ny still held firm espite its scarred exter r. Cet•ta inly 

a great lilany atholi-cs hta d compl etely given t h 1 elves over t the 

e cult o:r National Soc1 · 11 m or compromised the' r f ai th, but the 

majority still retained their llegianee to t he Holy See . But 

perhnps t he most startling thing is t hat despite t he intense hatr d 

hicb t he Nazi$ ex.hibited to ard the Churoh of RomG , they c ntinued 

to feel an uneomforta.ble eppreh e sio11. in all their dea.l i n · i th 

this institution which possessed so much stre gth and aut o;i:-i ty be­

hind it . Hit ler especia lly felt this, possibly because of his o n 

nominal Ca thollcism and knowledge ·cf the potenoy which existed ii thin 

t he mono li-'chio structure of the Church.: ndeed , ·1th a kin of w , 

the •Uhrer looked to th's ins titution for guidance in the for tion 

of l'l1s o v.n "">arty: 

1'he clergy ~ •• main ins 1 ts 1nstinot1 ve con tao i th 
t h e emotion of t he p ople nd th 1. ere ssured t he 
astonishing youthfulness , the m ntal adaptability, 
the iron strength of will hi ch are embodied. in the 

.Church. Here is the model for t l1a 10v en t . 2 

1 Nathaniel Iuic\.lem, Nu tional Social:i m and f he om.an Cfil thgli.q 
PnurcJ!.· PP• 157--158. 

2 Bayn es, il. c 1 t . , p • 338 . 



CHAPTk3 V Ep.ilogue: The S i (;llifieane of the tru .le 

If this great conflic t which raged in e many under the '11hird 

eich proveu nothing else, it proved that even the ost total of 

tota li tarie.n sta t e s c nnot en h·ely annihilate a l l. opposition 

ithln its borders, es ecially i that opp sition is sustain db 

an ideology as otent as that of t he Christian Church ~ -trot e en in 

a country such as Ge1--111any , in hich the huroh haC'.' ·t r adi t · nally 

yielded to the deman s of the ten1poral aut hority. could s •oh 

narrow and confining philosophy as that of a •tional oo.i. lism uo­

cesstull y cope with t he universal am.ands of c r is tian-· · y. The 
' 

churches of Ger.many · er unde . ined , wee e d, ml batte ed i but 

they never collapsed . 

Undoubtedly, .i; ational Socia lism constituted t he gr vet danger 

hurled at German Christianity sir ce th t hree t of the Turks ., a nd 

as in t ha t muoh earlier eris s , defeat a not, dmi tted . In this 

gr et struggle, t he Christian Chu.rob , Protestant and catholic alike , 

became more symbolio t han anything el e , :1, .. deed, this s ymbolical 

signifio nee in t he long run tar outweighed tie ct al tangible 

a chievements ma de during the .struggle . !t was only in th hurohes 

of Oer ny that t here d eveloped a r bid spir1 tual opposition to 

Na t i onal SoGia lism, conducted by men holding firm to i deals a n d 

sustaining whatever Nazi persecution heaped upon them. But what 

were t he r esults of this courageous sta nd? Certa inly, this struggle 

i nstill,ed a new vita lity within t he structure of the church, a v1-

t • 11ty and strength which acquired for the German churohe a moral 

r estige rar greater than it has poss essed f or many yeers. And yet 



this s t .uggl did not sol e t e 1 

beset Ger an Christianity fo s 

further into the open . 

umer ble probl ems h1oh h ve 

l ong-~i t merel b~ought them 

T ere have been . ny ~ho h v e claimed t .. at t e pa n i sm of 

the Third eioh as t e f ~ne l blow a t the i neffeot ve rotes at 

Chu1•oh in Germany 6 b t such e -1 ew is narrow an n =-gl eots one very 

impor t ant aspect of the prob em ... - tr di t:I.011 ., Pro ·esta.o.tism, like 

atholic i sm, has he .n so long em ed. ed in ·the very essence of Geri n 

l :L. e tha t it could not just udd nly dis pp a:r as a i'ac .. or in the 

life f that coun"ry . Throu t heir unexpected. xhib i tion or 
strength during the Nazi crisis, Ge mn ~ro t es t ant ism id Gath lioi 

bo t h acquired r newed mora l oap i t l '1hich greatly i creased their 

prestige in the eyes of t he Oerria.n popul~ e a well as in those of 

the other m,tions of the vwrld. Th"• Roman Churc left t he conflict, 

ruf1led , but i th renewed strength; b t then age. in, the Cathol1o 

organization in Gernw. y h d been strQng before the Naz ascendancy 

and one would ha e expected a sho ot s t.rcng h on th ir pax t .. The 

worl s n t disappoint ed ; s is usua lly the case , ternal :B om.e 

ou l sted the t em.po:i:·a:ry thorn which f~oln time to ti e in his tory 

have pierced her side . The re lly aJr1.azing phenomenon s the coura g-

eous showing gi 'Ven by Ger man l1ro tes a.n tism, a grouping of div ded 

denominations f r om \I i i.oh no on e expeote any opposition of' co sequence . 

This , then, is perhaps t he ost re rkable nd significan·t result of 

the entire truggle--a ne f ound t ion of un1ty was dis covered by 

t he rote.Stant church in Germ ny, a ne 'I olos ness to the people . 
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