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1 

Chapt r I 

nston and Th 

T tlanta Campaign was initiated on ay 4th, 1864, by G neral 

W ii iam Te cums h (lerman 's advanc n th Confed rate positions at Dalton, 

Georgia. ~h rman ad been pf aced in c mmand of th Mi I itary Division of t 1e 

Mississippi wh n Gener I U. • Grant wa promoted to t .·.e newly- created grade 

o ' i utenant-Ge neral , tu ning over the w ste rn armies to Sherman in w om . e 

ad f e utmost confidenc • Grant visited G ""n ral Meade , and then went to 

Nos vii to visit wit Sherman o-n March JSt , 1864. ;.,etting down is plans 

and obj ctiv s in two le tte s to S 1erman on April 4th and Apri I 19th, Grant 

stated that the two main obj ctives oft Fe d ral ' rmy wou ld be the Army o 

Te nness ~ und r Genera J s p E . Jo 1nston nd t e Army of Northern Virginia 

beh ind t,e Rapidan Rive r unde r General Robert t . Le • Als , Ge nera l Beniame n F. 

Butler was to move on Richmond from south of the James River w i ie Gen ral Sigel 

wa~ to move down t e Val I y of Virginia. This was the grand strategy of the last 

ye r o the war • 1 • 

fer t e disastr us C ·1attanooga-Chickamouga-Lookout Mounta in Campaign, 

the Army f T .nnes e under Ge neral Braxton Bragg had managed to end its 

light at Dalton, Georgia , on Novemb r 28th , 1863. T condition oft is army 

was pitifu l, a nd Gene rol Bragg resigned t bee: me Command r-in-C. ief and Military 

dvisor to Preside nt Jeffe rson Dav is . It ough General iii iam J. Harde was t 

e nior Corps Commander, · e did not wan t e c mmand of the entire army. fter 

m11ch discus ion in Ric. mond, Gen r f Josep E. J ohnston was appointed to command 



the Army of Tennessee, an appointment whic proved most popular wit the 

s ldiers oh t e army. Vi. must rem m e r t · at, alth ug often a st y of ru tra-

tion and mig 1t-have-be ns, th rmy of Tenness e , ad carri d the Confederacy 

n its yonets a the Arm f rt rn Virgini had done in th East. t i lo' 

and Corint , and until its d, . .J a t under the in pt Brqgg, th is army 

,ad een good one and a tough ne . It wo now Johnston's r sponsibility to 

restor it to exc;elle nt 'ighting condition .. 2 • 

J seph Eggleston J hnston w s b rn at herry Grov near Farmville, 

Virginia. Following his father who : ad served with George 'ashingto n, Johnston 

attended ·est Point, graduating .in 1829 as a S cond ieute nanr in th rtiil ry, 

F r a w :1 il · e followed t e profession f Civil ngin er; and he married Loui a 

Mclane, daughter o Louis Melon who s rved s ,..e cr tary of t e Treasury under 

Pr sident · ndrew Jackson. In 1838 he return d tot e army and s rved a topo• 

grapn ical ngin er under Winfield Scott in M .. dco . n pri 20th, 1861, 

Jo' ,nston resigned his c mmission as Brigadier G ner I in th United .>totes Army. 

Accepting a commission r m t,.e Confederate ~·tote of Virginia,. he commanded 

the Army of Nort ern Virginia until he was w unded at ve n Pines . From the 

rail of Vicksburg until h is ca l · to O ton, Johnston was bu y supervising t · defense 

of Mobile , and organizing the Army of th Mississippi. s Command r of th Army 

f Te nn· s;)ee, Johnston was to perform the most importanr duties of his li fe . 3 • 

s w ,ave seen, Dalton was simply a p l ce w ere t rmy had stopped 

t rest a nd wn r Bragg had I ;t it . must conside r t e organization and morale 

of the army and the important service which Johnston p rformed in reconditioning 
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and training the army at Dalton. Johnston broug t with him soldie rly training, 

intuition and xpe rience, proving ',im worthy of the conridence w ich he inspired 

in his me n. lthough he was oppo d by ove rw el ming force , suffered due to 

t e folly and disobedi nee of subordinates and t interrerenc s of - ichmond, and 

was .aced with a vast geograp1icol territory to protect, Johnston w s an exc Uent 

ffioer w o husbanded his resources. ary, prudent and poised, e was to show 

vigor and int liigence in the campaign . The irst xampie of th is is his overhauling 

f th rmy and is refusal- to fol ow foo lhardy plans. 

it ough Bragg eiaimed that he - ad ieft the army in good shape, that the 

morai was not impaired, and that stragglers we re pouring in rat er t an deserte rs 

ouring out, an inspection showed t:ie army to b In the wors cqndition imaginable. 4 • 

Despite t e advice of Bragg, w ich was unfortunately ' eeded in most cases, the 

Richmond odministration reat ized. that the army need d to be strengthened and re

paired. Jnstructions from President Davis and ;>ecretary of War ddon admitted that 

the army was disheartened and de prived o ordnance and material, T ey wrote to 

Johnston, •your presence, it is hoped, wiU do much to re-establish hope and inspire 

confidence, and through suer, in uence, as wel I as by the active e ertions you are _ 

r commended to make, men who ove st-raggled may be recoiled to their standards, 

and others, roused to the dangers. 5 • 0 Besides admitting the d ·iciencies, t e ad

ministration also admitted t, at there would be serious dff icuf ties in providing the 

uppl ies required for t. e army 's suosistence, as much material wos simply not availabl . • 

Yet t ey wrote, H It is desired that your early nd vigorous ef orts be dir eted to 

re storing th discipline, prestige, and confidence o the army I and to increasing its 

numbers; and that at the sam time you leave no me ans unspared to restore and supply 
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its deficiencies in ordnance munition , and transportation. 6 · i 

Despite t eir recognition of the a rmy 1s d pleted condition, Davis and 

~ ddon did not bel i ve t at t army was in as ad s ape s Johnston s inspection 

s d. emingiy, they t ought that an army could b- restored overnight. Thus, 

t ey instructed Johnst n o assume the of ,·en iv • 

Davis said that his in ormation led 11im to bel i ve t t the condition and 

fricieney the army w re atis actory 1 and that the m n were anxious for an 

pportunity to retrieve the los of prestige of Missionary Ridge. 11 I d\;sired, there-

'ore.., that prompt and vigorous measures taken to enab e our troops to commence 

active operations against tie enemy as soon as possible. 7 · 1 Planning to advance 

and draw t e e n my into the pen and defeat him, or, if he cfid not come out, to 

move against his line of communications, Davis did not want any inactivity w ich 

w uld ruin morale, give t e supposedly cottered F derais a c;hance to consolidate, 

and allow tlem to s nd reinforcements to Virginia. cc rding to t e President, 

no ef ort was spared to enable Johnston to repuls t e enemy and to assume t e 

offensive, for Davis hoped for a qu.ick and decisiv victory. B. 

Upon re ce iving communicati ns urging him to take the o ensive, Johnston 

replied that t e army was in no condition to resume the offensive, as it was sadly 

defi cient in numbers, arms, subsistence stores and fie d transportation. This reply 

was ollowed by a I tt r rom Davis w i c: stated t at aU his reports said thot the 

armis condition was not too bad, the rep rts being t os of Braxton Bragg, for what 

they were worth. Johnston said, 1 I was unable t en, as now, t imagine ony 

military iect or which this letter could nave been written, esp cial ly by one 

who time was suppo d to be devoted to the most important concerns of gove rnment. 
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T ,e Pr sid nt cou,ld not hav t ought that I was to b . taught the moral and 

material condition of the army around me by him, y th obs rvot ions of his 

aid..,-de-camp, wh hod never seen military serv ic --- 9 · ·' J o nston th n an

d avored to depict the true conditions of th army . His ef ctive total was 

36,000 with 43, 00 pr sent while herman ad more than 8 , 000 . JO· The 

• 1 • S:f . • d ' · . nd* i l 1. art 1, t.:>ry was msur 1c1ent i an the · orses were 1n po r co : at on. 

M anwhiJ e , Gene ra l Jo n B. Hood arrived to t row coal on the fl re 

which was already burning between Johnston ancl Dav is . S rving with in 

Virginia, Hood had led the bre;a kthrough at econd Manassas a nd at Gaine· 

Mill . Rising from Lie utena nt to Lieute nant-Gene ral in two years, Hood had led 

t e amous Te as Brigad , alt ough h , h imsel f ., was from Kentucky. ~ fter 

r cove rii,g from a w · und rece ived in t e Ea t, Hood ad fought at Chic:komauga 

w 1 · re he lo t a L g. Hood said that , e too the i b with the under tanding that 

an offensive and aggress,ive campaign was to be initiattc.d · and ti is bu rning zeal 

f r o fensive action was · is prime goal, as he was UttJ,e concerned wi tt shoes, 

ri fes , or h rses. Actua.fly, Hood wa:, reglly sent to serve as Davis1 mouthpie ce, 

as e was to pu h Jo nston forw rd w: ile k eping the Pr sid ... nt informed. Violating 

mi Htary protocol , Hood, as a Corp-- Commander, reported dire ctly to Davis and 

Bragg , although al I reports should i,ave gone through Johnston. ~ would be ex-

cted, Hood reported t at th army w s in exce H nt condit ion , since th is wa 

w of Rid mond wanted to h or . 12 • 

Johnston 1s tactic and bravery .. 11ch pe ty argument .. , ,. ow ver, are immat ria l. 

· t Hood does admit is dup icate rol I as C rp Command r nd . ge nt rom • ichmond. 
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He told Johnston th t ragg -and O vis wer desir us of taking the offensive a nd 

t a -v~ ry I ing wou ld b su , rdinated to t e .. rmy o· Te nn .... ·s1~ • No mount · f 

pr ssir , ,ow v r, could swa Joj1 n-- t n; a nd n A ii l 3t I Hood wro ~ to Br gg, 

0 I am sorry to in orm you t at I i v done all in my . wei t induce Gene ral 

Jo'·mston to a ccept the proposit ion you mode to m v 1orw rd . He will not c n-

-ent--- 1 • N It i~ ironic that Hood also wr te Dav is that more men wou ld b~ 

needed be om the ormy could a sum t f l" • 14. 
s rong o rens& v • 

It. oug 1te o.ppos id t' - Jan~ vf Davis and Bragg to f rce the enemy into 

the open, separate Nos' viii and C iottanooga , -· i olat ··n xvilie, and ree laim 

t e prov H on states of Tenn s e a nd ~ntucky, Johnston did so because th se 

p!ans were not easibl _, with the army o t hand. It ugh Bragg charged tha t 

J · cnston de c in -d t take the off nsi v he was not entirety corr ct , as Johnston 

would · ave b ,en will ing to do s if had been able. , ne of the offie rs sent 

to inf rm Jo nston of Davis! wi -~ es reported that Johnston was p_rf~ctfy wilt ing 

. • h d f 1•, • t I" 15 . to be aggres ,ve as so n as e a a su rac1ent numoer rm n . h• • 
s o 1s ptans, 

Jo nston wrote Davis, ''To 0,1;)-ume the of e ns ... ·rom th is point, we must move into 

eit' . r middle or east Tennesse... . To the firs, the ohstac .l es re: Cha ttanooga , now 

a ort ss, the Te nnesse Riv r, th.., rugged desert oft e Cumbdrland ountains, 

a nd a n a rmy outnumb ring ours mor than tw t on • The second wo1.1 ld leave the 

way op n into G eorgia . We have ne it r subsist nee nor fi Id transporta tion e nough 

for eit er mare • 16 • l 

F r b tter or wor e tt'1e • rmy of Tenne.,s .... e wa to be o defensive n rom 

th- very start r the At lanta Campaign. T is hos be.en o mue;1 debated quest ion., 

but I b,...l ie ve that Jo nston o owed th pra ct ical and wis_ cours • D spite the 
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estimates of Bragg and Hood, Johnston was greatly outnumbered. He was a undred 

miL:s from a bas of suoply wit w ich he was c nnected by a single railroad • 

... , e ·man, on the other hand, had built up a strong base of suppJy in Chattanooga 

a nd, in addition, hod e nough me n adequately to protec t is railroad supply line 

to Nashville and Loui ville . Jso, !>herman 1s goal was the all important c ity of 

tlanta and not J hnston•s army, as we shall see. ith h'is many advantages, 

Sh rman could have easily sw pt down on Atlanta if Johnston had moved from is 

front. The contr versy betwe n :Dav is and Johnston, which started overt e question 

of t e offensive, was to a ve disastrous conseque nces later in the campaign. At 

any rate ,, Johnston had to fight on the defe n iv a nd did an exce llent iob . 

Turning from the cont roversy over operations and plans, we must consider 

h e excellent job of organization w ich Johnston accomplished in t e depleted 

army. Giving a ge neral pardon to aU absent wi t out leave if they would return, 

J I nston strengt e ned a nd reorganized the army, instituted a udough system and 

-rocured supplies to remedy s 1ortages. 17 ' All the horses w re sent to the Etowah 

Valley to feed , and Johnston tried unsuccessfully to ge t Colonel E . P. lexander 

to command his ortil i ry . 18 · The morale was improved, as the soldiers had faith 

in II Old Joeu, who did everything to improve t e ir Jot . The army had been depleted 

y bottl es and desertions with discipline disappearing.. Then came Johnston with 

his pard ns and furloughs, rations, wh iskey and tobacco twice a week, and I ard 

but fa ir punishments . The c:omrnon soldier 's viewpoint is given us by Sam Watkins, 

who says t1 at Johnston was loved, respacted, admired, and almost w rs iped by h is 

t r p who w uld all ave gladly died for im. 1 • A young of·1cer wrote to his 
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wi ·e, '1 G n ral J o nst n s ms to h ve in used o new piri t int t e w of m s , 

n out o c a s b ug 1i· ord -r nd _ uty . u ur m n a ... o t . d t a t 

any pr vious tim , w· i t t ~ r an n w ld nticip t d two 

mont i .. - go . · · n 

T,i wa t · itu t-i n o my t D n. ·' mus· r'"'memb th 

Da t n ad not b ._n J "" Cted b Bragg ~- r it=i v ue as but 

Jo1 nst n ~ id f1at • would av..., 

mov d a c t Ca oun, Do• n !1 i trin ic s· e.ngi•. nor iitro t:!g ic 

t 
tart wih va ue , OU n is mig1 t eaus· a ad 

5ouf 1. 1' t · ops t D 11- n, t --re w r 

co .) a,te· the orr·va l o Hood nd G onidas Pol K .during t, b· tt e of 

n . w w turn to · con id r ti n ,· t rmy, w ic1 wa und\;;r-

9 · ng imi ar preparati . ns and . Jans . 

-- age 8. 



. F d .... ral Plans and Prep 

Th.., :Jpring of 1864 pened hope ul fy for th~ Uni n, as Vicksburg and 

G ttyl u rg nod -e n g rea vie ories, t e Mis issi · pi River w s under its c ntrol, 

rmies )1ad b ""n pushed back 

in o Ge rgia nd Virginia . \i1it ~- Grant 1 pr motion t Commander-in-Chief, 

t way was now - p n d f r t cons ( idat d f or to end t he war. The grand 

st rategy c{ t ast year o · he war was t carry t , e Union t victory. s ·to 

f is strategy in the v·e t herman was to destr t e army of Jos ph • Jo'. .ns1·on 

at Dalton a nd move as for int - th en°my1s cou.n ry as necesso y to destr y t he 

w i i t - resist 1 weH as f e m an . ...h,irman, H ke Johnston, ad to organize 

t i · rmy ond f rmufote is pf an .. . 

h rmon, in addition to his nume d al, and logistical su ri rity , ad 

an t i r gr a t dvantage v r J hns n: e njoyed t: full confidence f both 

Linc:>in and Gra nt . .s to t' e re lati ns bt.tw n Grant a nd S e::rman, Pi rson 

sums t '.em up a s •" harmony nd l.oya1 t1 bas d up n mutual r sp ct and confidance . 

rh o-utgr wth f s rvice •, 9 the· in o m tJO)' campaigns, carrr aigns wh ic' tested 

d b·•·t· I l. ,. resour e'" an a 1, 1 1 ,s t oroug . , • d.id Jo nston, 1· rman a lso ,eni y d 

t e confi d nee 1fectionately siyl d l im nunde Billy" . 2 . 

ter t is mee ting wit Grant a nd :t le i"ec ipt o his instructions, ~ .. herman 

b 90n preporati ns fort , c nsoiidated push. w ich wast _ begin in the 7pr'ing. 

Due i•o J 1nston 1 d cision to remain n the d,.l nsive, t . e e w s m
1

_ fe opportunity 

, r ' rman · isur • ly nd del i rately t-o make the ful I st preparations. herman 
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· id, · _ r my u n of organiza ion 

nd r\';;gion f the 

nqu d, m s ·e ra l ou ,;;S t su p y and com-

ct iv rmi s -t t rge army 

, mo e int G ; gi , c incid n wi E s ern rm1 s against 

. d 3 . h 
s 1 ,mon • spite di, f renc in were 

o ing as to tt · r qui ition up' ie nd tr n portati n. ccording to 

• rman, t e great qu · s · i n t t camp _ ign was on c,n uppl y, so h rman took 

1 possi e measur s to prot r t o supply I w' ic~ r n a . estern 

nd , kmt ic · ii .road fr to as vii e to L uisvil e .. herman 

·equishion ... d ai 1·he rai roads, placing under ormy cont o: and of owing no 

ne to av ' exc t by rder , . h-1 ough th-- civi ions pr tes ed 9rea ly , .: erman 

wr t - Linc fn ; could n nd would no d th rw,se. · ..... ,ore ti opening 

~ t e c mpaign ngin crs rep r ~d · iroad bridges a nd trus es to b used 

C n tantly, Sh · rman was vi iting is rmy command rs during , 

u d e dy. 4. 

5h -rman 1s orces consi t d t ,r e armi : T /.. rmy ft a Cum 

under G n..., ra G org H. T om m"' n); The rmy o · t e Te nn sse · under 

G n ra J mes • Mc my f t 

nora Jo ,n M • ..ic ofi d (1 5, vOO m n). In additi n, 1 .,ad his c v lry under 

orge - t nemm nd Kenner Garrard . r us, -rman ad an army 

me pp ing J nston .J rmy of 451 
100 m n. lso, .. herman ad 

u fici nt num e t is vital r ut o, supply. · 

Intending to op n t ,e campaign n May 1st, by moving Scho i Id f om 
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Clev .land, Thomas from C ottanooga, and McPherson against the railroad 

below R sac:a, · herman stated, n I had no purpose to attack Johnston ts position at 

Dalton in front, but to march from Chattanooga, to feign at his front and to make 

lodgement in Resaca, ighteen miles to his rear on . is line of communication and 

supply. 6 • 11 Sherman already ealized that Johnston would be compelled to hang 

on to th railroad which was . is only possible averwe of supply. This was to be 

t e strategy of the campaign to Atlanta • 

With his numerical superiority, Sherman would hold Johnston with a 

part of his force while sending the remainder in a flanking movement whf ch would 

threaten Johnston's supply line and force him, to fa.If back to his next line of 

entrenchments. Al thoug entrenchments wer heav.i ly rel led upon by both sides 

this would be a war ·of movement with the railroad as the center of attraction for 

both sides. nly at Kenn saw did Sherman deviate from his basic plan . As 

General Cox said, "The days for bri 11 iant detached campaigns, sucn as Jackson 

had made in Virginia, we re over. Lee, as well as Johnston, settled down to 

patient defensive operations behind carefuJ ly constructed earthworks, watching for 

some slip in the strategy of the Federal commanders which might give ope of 

success to aggressive return blows by their smaller forces . 7 • a 

This set the stage for the decisive campaign of 1864 in Georgia. Before 

considering the actual military occurrences of this campaign, we should examine 

Sherman ls actual obiective. tlanta, although not the capitaJ of the Confederacy, 

was perl aps its most important city. 
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Chapter Ill 

The Importance of Atlanta 

Alt ough the stated objective of both herman and Grant was the army 

of Joseph E. Johnston, actually the real objective, as viewed by both Federal and 

Confederate administrations, was the City of Atlanta. The fall of Vicksburg in 

1863 and the control of the Mississippi River by the Federal gunboats had cut off 

the states west of the river. The possession of Atlanta by the Federals would give 

them Georgia, Alabama and. Mississippi, They already had Kentucky, Tennessee, 

Missouri, rkansas and Texas; and if Atlanta were lost , nine states would thus b 

conque red and reduced1 I aving only the two Carolinas and VirgJnia. 1 • The refore, 

the possession of · tlanta was a question of life and deoth to the Confederacy. 

Also, Georgia was now the chief granary and ,nain military workshop, with 

tlanta as the center of a network of manufacturing cities and villages such as 

Rome., Roswell and Marietta, "Georgia was the keystone of the Confederate arch 

whose firm northern buttress was Virginia. 2 • 1 From these factories the Southern 

Armies we re drawing all the paraphernalia of war: powder, shot, sh lls, caps, 

cannon, small arms, cJothing and equipment, wagons, etc. The vast grain growing 

prairie in central Georgia was furnishing both Confederate rmies. Sherman was 

acute ly aware of aJf th is, as he ,,ad obtained and analyze census and taxation 

returns to calculate the population and resources of every county in Ge rgia. • 

tlanta was the machine shop of the Confederacy, next in importance to the 

Tred gar works at Richmond; and it was the receiving and distributing center for 

supplies for both Confed rate Armies. Machinery and goods of alJ kinds came t roug 1 
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the blockade to Atlanta, where the machinery was set up. Colonel Wright com

manded the large and weU-stocked arsenal which had to carry a bigger cmd big

ger load QS the. war went on. The arsenal produced 25,. 000 rounds of small arms 

ammunition and about 150 rounds of field ammunition per clay, as well as 20, 000 

povnds of lead per month. 4• Besides supplying the , rmy, of Tennessee, t. e 

arsenal was sending much material to Virginia immediately preceding the fol I of 

At·l anta . 5 · 

In addition to the arsenal, Atlanta contained other important manufacturing 

works. In 1862, the Government placed a pistol factory in Atlanta in the block 

bounded by Piedmont Avenue,, t 1e Georgia Railroad, Butler and Hunter Streets. 

As no models we re availabf e , this actory made machines and pistols from drawings. 

J. H. Burr, an Englishman, and E .. N. Spiller, a German expert in gun work, were 

in charge of this factory . The Novelty Iron 'A orks, at Marietta and. Bartow )treeh, 

handled government contracts for work on ordnance supplies of all kinds . The 

Confederate Rolling MiH, .located at the site of th,e present Fulton Bag and Cotton 

Mifls, made cannon, armor piote, and rails. Reputedly, the Merrimac was sheat hed 

in plate mode at this mill. 6 • Monufac:turing of railroad cGrs and bar iron was done 

by the Empire Manufacturing Company, while the foundry of Soloman and Company 

made t e buttons, spurs., bridles, bHs, and buckJes for the army. Thus, we see that 

there were many factories i-n Atlanta in addition to the arsenal at Wal-ton and Broad 

Streets. Also, there were important recruiting camps, remount depots commissary 

sup.ply depots, hmneries and other works. These many manufacturing and storage 

concerns m<Jde Atlanta the base for t e Army of Tennessee and the secondary bose 

for the Army of Northern Virginia. 7 • 
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In addition, tlanta was of the urmost importance as a rail-r · ad center 

which ioined the Confederacy toget r. Tn story of t e Confederate railroads is 

a story in itself-with t e different gauges, poor time sc edules1 and t e tragedy 

o the reluctant Government which too late tried to harness the railroads. We must, 

however, briefly consider the importance of the rail ne twork e ntering tlanta, for 

this was another reason why Atlanta was S erman 1s primary obiecHve. 

This decisive campaign had 0 railroad background from-the very beginning, 

as the Western and Atlant ic ecame the supply I ine for both armies and remained 

so until the faff of Atlanta,. Eve n befor. the initial movements, outhern pickets 

looked out over the tracks from theh positions o.n TunneJ Hill . ctuaUy; the 

railr a-d was all importcmt to both armies, as Sherman advanced along it w:,ile 

Jo, nston was forced to fall oack ev ry time Sherman's flanking mov ments threatened 

this vital supply fine . r s Johnston retreated, he tore .up the tracks which were quh:kly 

repaired by the Federal railroad crew. ,t\s Gen ral • 0 . Howard stated, 0 The 

rapidity wM which the badly broken railroad was repaired seemed miraculous. 8 · u 

n reaching the vicinity of Atlanta r Sh rmon 1s prim objective became the destruction 

of the railroads, for this would force the evacuation of AtJanto. Besides the Western 

and Atlanti.c, there were thr e other main railroads whieh passed through Atlanta. 

The Georgia Railroad provided the best inte rior communication for the Confederacy, 

whi-le the At lanta, Montgomery and W st Point Railroad provided a connection for 

bringing in the grain of fabama and munit.ions from the factories at Setma . The 

Macon and\ ,est.ern Railroad provided communication to the grain and factories of 

soutn Georgia. Originally known as "Terminus ' , due to the convergen.ce of its 
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aifroads, tianta was the center of travel for men and equipment to all parts 

of the Confederacy. If Sherman could cut these lines f communication and sup

ply , he would greatly weaken tne obi I ity of the South to resist. 9 • 

Final y , tlanta was an important obiective s it had b come a symbol 

in the North iust as had Ric:1mond. lthough ti e outh had suffered disastrous 

defeats at G ttysburg and Vicksburg, s .a still had armies in the -ie ld with t 1 

wiU to wln. tlanta was important to both sides pof itically, -os the election of 

1864 was approaching in the North. The holding of tlanta was al.most a neces

sity 1 r a Dem cratic victory int e North. hermon reali'zed .his" and said after 

the capture o Atlanta that the vietory ad be n very opp rtun for the polit ics 

and e lection of Lincoln,, as t ie foll f Atlanta had become a political naf;essity. JO· 

1-; f is we re true in the North, then t ,e reverse would be even truer in the outh, 

as the hold-ing of Atlanta w uld, in addition to providing badly n .eded material , 

provide a stirnul·us for continued fig ting. .. h rman ols r aiized t is , a he sa id, 

11 I knew f at the eopl of the South would reali e in th is m asure (th fall and 

resu-lting occupation and destruction o -tJanta) two important conclusions: one, 

that w w re in arna t · and the oth r, if they were sincere in their common and 

popular ciamor 1to die in the last ditch~ that th opportunity would soon come . 1 l · " _ 

Thu ·, tlanta was a symbol t the South as Sta lingraad wast Russia in World ar 

Two. 

The political importance of tlanta in the North was reflected in Har~rs 

Weekly, which stated ditoriolly, 0 T ere is not a man who did not fe I that McCI 11,:m•s 

chances wer diminished by t e glad tidings from tlanta; nor any one who does not 
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know that if Sherman had been defeated: the friends of t · e Chicago candidate 

would have e h surer of his success. 12 · ' It we nt on to say that 'Sherman has 

done more, in his capture of Atlanta, for a cess tion of hostilities t 100 

Vallandigham and is convention could do in tw lve m nths of abus o ~ th ad

ministration and f the wa r. 13 · u The capture of At l-anta ossvred Lincoln1s 

e .f etion a it a ... sured the Nort! that the war could now be ca rried to a comple tion. 

Thus, Atlanta was most important for t! e North to take and for th South 

to ret in. The "Gate City . f t e South it was exactly that, o it wo a railroad 

a.nd. communications center, a. manufacturing and produc.e center, and an ideologi

cal focus for both sides. For thes .... r .. a son , ' tlanta, not the army -of Jo eph • 

John$ton, was the primary obi active of General he rman . This con be clearly 

seen in his plans and miUtary operations. On th oth-r hand, although Johnst,on 

fully int nded to defe nd tlanta, h is primQry obiectiv was the preservation of 

h is army.. We now turn to -a consideration of th military occurrences which brought 

Sherman to the gates of t e II Gute Cit(' . 
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Chapter IV 

, Id Joe know what he 1·s up to 1 

T e time ad now come for herman to move against Johnston's army., to 

break it up1 and to penetrate the interior of the country as f r as possibl • in order 

to destroy its resources - More particularly ( the time had come for Sherman to 

attempt to take the all important citad f of Atlanta. His tactics would be simple. 

He would move in three columns, using tne cente r one to engage Johnston while 

e ithe flanking column would be s nt around Johnston at every opportunity to 

breaten the rail roads. ccupying eve ry ridge, mountain pass and ford, Johnston 

would always repulse the enemy in his front but would be orced to retreat to 

position previously sel-ected and prepared each time his flank was. turned, as turned 

It must be. Johnston 's principal aims, besides the defeat of nerman, were to pro

tect his ra ilroad and to maintain an "army in being 1 • • The events of the Atlanta 

Campaign from Daiton to Atlanta show thot bot. commanders rel led on t ese basic 

tact ics, and that both of them did an excellent iob in carrying out t' - · speC'· ·ve 

plans. 

The Union operations for the grand strategy of the last year of the war actually 

went into effect on May 2nd, 1864, when the Federal cavalry drove the Confederate 

pickets from Ringgold Gap back to Tunnel Hill. Firmly entrenched in the mountains, 

Johnston 's main force was deployed along the crest of Rocky Face Ridge . At t,,e 

opening of the campaign, the Army of Tennessee consisted of two corp : Hardee 's 

Corps containing the divisions of Generals B. F. Cheat om, Vs • H . T. V,. al ker, Pot 

R. Cle burne, and W . B. Bote ; and Hood s Corps composed of the div is ions of Generals 

- Poge 17. -



T. C. Hindman, C. L. '" tevenson and A . P . tewart . ·2 • G en rai Josep . W eeler's 

cavalry was posted along Tunne Hill wit1 pick ts ,..tending to t1 e Cleve nd road. 

lthough nly half t. e si e of the Federal , rmy at th is time , t e rmy of T '"'nnessee 

pened its resistance as a well tra ined force 1 with hig' m aJ and e> c II nt leader-

ship in m ·st inst nc s. J . G eneral onidas Polk, in a nt icipation f Sne rman 1s 

advance and de~pit t' e orders of Bragg, d placed t. e div isi ns of !S . G. Fr nc 

and 'A • VV. Loring in North Alabama, ready to aid Johnston. T ese two divi ions, 

al ng with that of G en ra· Canty and W . H. Jackson 1s coval ry, wouJd form P I k's 

C 4. orps. 

' n May 5t. , the - rmy of Tenne s. was formed from Milt Cre k Gap a cross 

Dalt n to the Clew land R ad, whil the Fodera Army was form d in li na of attle 

eady to adva nce . n May 7th, the, rmy o the H undu Schofield and tnc rmy 

f e e Cumberland under Thomas bega n their consolidated advance on the onfederate 

e ntr ._ nchm-.;nts . Eni oying the a dvantag t rra in and prepar d position , J hnston 1s 

army uccessfully repell d every attac · n its front for t, e next fi ve days. Th most 

se rious attack was that by General Hooker at Dug Gap on the 8th , but M rdee per

sonally brought up rein orcem nh w ich ha lted the Federals . 5 • 

T e key tot e Battle of Dalton was "noke Creek Gap wh ich runs .betw en the 

mounta in ridges, coming in n the V~ est rn a nd i ·tla n ic below Resaca . s we have 

seen, · erman had no intentl n of faunc' ing a full scale attack on Johnston 's strong 

front . Be·r.ore the opening of the campaign, General Thomas cal I d herman s at

tention t t is Gap wh icL provided an · x cef lent means or urning th positi n at 

Dalton; and ;)n rman ad de cided to s nd McPherson and t e Army off e Te nnessee 
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through the gap to seize Resaca while a still superior army pressed Johnston's 

front, ready to fol low the moment Dalton was abandoned . Due to t 1e tack of 

accu ate maps and good sta ··.- work, Johns.ton was it -r ignorant of the possibili

ties of . nake Creek Gap or did not believe hat a larg army could success ·ufly 

move t ' rough h. /' ·t any rate, McPherson found the gap unguarded, as Johnston 

believed imself s cure at Dalton., 6 · 

Acc:omponied by Ka patd'ek 's cavalry division, McPherson marched through 

.)Oak Cree Gap on May 9tn, arriving at Resaca wit out opposition. De1en_ded 

by two brigade of Cantls Division, Re aca was strongly entrenched in a tria~gle 

ormed by the · ostonaula and Connasauga Riv rs and Comp Creek. Convinced by 

1is re connaissance that he could not carry the town by assault, McPherson retired 

to the mouth of the gap to keep the way open for t . whoie army, reporting th 

situation to Sherman . f . Hng t at ,c;Pherson had lost a great opportwnity, Sherman 

believed f at McPherson with 2 , 00 good men could hav easily taken Resaca 

a~d toat Johnston would probably have had to retreQt eastward, osing off o, his 

army and al of I is arti If ery at t 1e outset or tne campaign . a such an opportunity 

does not occur twic in Q single life, but at the critical ·moment McPherson seems 

t have been a Ii tie timid~ 7 • J• Secomfog aware of McP1erson·s pres nee on the 

10th, Johnston sent Hood with Walk .. r 1s., Hindman's and Cieburne•s divisions to 

Resaca. a · t night Brigadi r-G..:nera.i Canty reported that he h d been engaged at 

Resaca with the troo.ps o the Army · · the Tennes • and had · efd his ground. ,s 

inte Hgence o t·hE- arriva of that army in ~· nake Creek Gap had been received, Lt.

Gen rai Hood was ordered to move to Resaca immediately wit three divisions . 8 · 0 
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Hood nd Hindman, h w..,., v ~r, w ~ re :- cotl,.:;,d ti e ne, t da , as cPherson waw 

not res ing tf e att ck nd u G n~r\.i P k 1 d ·d ed t R~"ac with Loring 's 

di ision. 9 • 

., rman n w pl nn. d 1 ·m ve is wi of rmy throug' t e gap, ocky 

Face Ridge rovided n ' C Hant s. ie ld and s Joi nst n 's r y wa unas ailabl 

in its lti n a t D It n. · n t ... 11t. , orders we re is u d for a g ... n ral movement 

the next d. y, nd on t',e 1 t , T .. oma and Sc. 1 ield m v --d t io in McPh rson • 

. arning o he con .... entration at t a t p ace, J , nston evacuot d Dolton during 

t 1 ... th and concentrated , is rce.; in fr nt o · -h rman t Rasac • 

Fl nl' d by he rmon s ucc ss ul m v -me nt Jonnston was f reed t abond n : ;~ 

tmpr gna I,._ lin s abou•t Dalton ond t conduct t e first 

tr a :, . 1 • 

d s of trot g ic r -

- t . esaco, J hnst n ~ntr-~nc .. d with Po lk 's Corps n t I, t r sting n 

the an ula, Hard in t e ce nt r, nd M od on tha rig t wit his right lank 

n h Connasouga . n t l l r f , 14t · a nd 1 th t e Batt o Re a ca w s ought 

wit · i st -ne side, th n t oth rm "ing <.1n attack. ;\gain Jo! nston -=tnioy d tne 

dv ntag s f t , in nd , r p red posi ions w ich k t :>f rmon's numt:rical 

up ·i ri ty . r.lt ugh uti izing t ~s p sit i ,n , Jo ms't n 1ad river at his back 

wt ie 1 w Id focifitot0 on investme nt by t nemy . Ut ilizing his tr ng ' , n ~rman 

plann d to c ntract .i in a muc as p si I in order to wi dr w a suf i 

for or onr,t' e r fl anking mov m,., nt be 

t 1 i:tt, Johnst n was reed to r ti re south · t,, river, burning th r . Hroad 

ridg b hind im; nd t town. 1 l • Hi numbers 

ge 



swelled by Pol k's arrival, Jo. nst n d 67,000 men at R saca wh.ile . rman 

hod o out 104 , 000 . 12". t , to t .e I sses in the bl dy battle at .. saca,- herman 

stat s t at t~ r C nfede rote Io., ond , 7 47 Fedc0ra! ; but th con-

s n us i t at th Con ede r t ioss s we r many i ss than ....... rm n reports. 1 • 

J nston ha be~n c itici d f i withdrawing fr m t ~trong posit i ns at 

D iton a nd "s c , and or aiiin9 t n tic und for , i y Snake '-reek Gap.. , 

· o ,e latt-.ar 7 J hn t n suffer d du t poor sta r w rk and inadequ te map 1 

-r' inking that any Hanking m vem nt b h rman wou ld invol a I nge r and 

mor ardu us detou • ,~ lso, J ohnst n states t at n kn .... w ow l ng it w uld ta ',.e 

a · ore to m ve t rougn t gap and th t the trengt at ..,,sac s' ws t at ' e was 

repar '"' d to dete nd ag inst such o move ev · n t ou9 1 ha was un ware of N cP ... rson 's 

res .nc o · the 11th . 14. , J nst n simp y did not '. ave t1 me n to defend 

v ry gap and poss and at f ., same time m ·intain s, ng T nt. ctuolfy, t e 

country ·, ort G rgia round Dalt n and R saca i not os str n9 as Davis 

ass.:;rted; and t,1e on y real mountain i· ocky Foe Ridge , whic'- a ided S.1 rman 

more than Johnston b· provid;ng o scr e n. 15 · nak Cr~ ... . Gap i n t as nar

row a nd easity de ended as mo t writ rs rave maintained. T sl op ~ ounding 

t gap are ,gr duo . a nd op n to a strong attack . Today a four Jan sups r ighway 

ing consttucted 1roug ti gap . Ir John ton had t ied to defend this area, 

.,) .erman with h is superior force c ,ufd have ta n th gap and possibly could have 

r ut1.:.d Jo 1 nston • evert les , f· fact remains hat Jo:tn,,;ton was deceiv d as 

t -nerman 's purpo , for e xpected .:nerman ro attoc with hi whole force 

at Dalton. 16 • :·nerman d ceived J hnston by condu ting . well-th ught-out 
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tion f tactics th r t. an c m':,at . 

nd . saca ,. Jo'anston had no· d oice , as 

in b th in~tances h wa in dang r o being su rrounded and of f sing tJ e army. 

h rman c mm nt d I Tf t Johnston de liber tely design- d in dva nc t give 

u such st r ng positions at Dalton nd ., .... saco, or the ur., se of drawing us 

, is sim I absu ·d. Had h- r mained i.n Dalt n a nother hour, it w uld 

• ve b-· en nd nly· ~vacuat d •~-..saca b cause is safety 

de. and d it . 17 • ' ' h rman also '"totes that nis army w s d ub l ~ the sh.e of 

J mston nd Mat th - mov m nt th, ug. t e gap had b -n comple te surpris , . 

Th d nger which threat .n""d Johnston's I in f com. unication · nd supply made 

t e c, ntinu d ccupoti n of bot'1 Dalton a nd Res ca ha z ard us . In h i- Narrat ive 

ns, J ohnston ., ys t at he was dislodg d from his first p sition ---------
in fron 01 Dolton by erman's m v me nt t roug Snake Cr k Gap, t .reatening 

i lin of c mmunication at Re aca and from his e c nd posit io n at Res ca l y 

similar F d rol m v ~mo nt t ward Calhoun , t he second being cov r d by ti 

ri .. r s th . • irst ,ad b .__ n by f .e mountain. In ot1 cas".s, Sh .. rmon's num rica f 

SU " io ri t , .. nab l d him, wi th Ii tie risk, to mak us..: of the featur s f the ter-

rain which av red suc n moneuvers . 18 • 11 ~ y own op,;; rati ns, then and subseque ntly, 

w re d t rmined by the r lativ fore s of th armie s, and a hig er estimate f 

th rn s ldi r th n ur uthern -ditors a nd p liticians we re occu~t me d 

to e.xpr s or v nth odministrati n seemed ,o e nt rt"' in. 19 • 1
' Thus, J , nston 

cou d do nothing else but nd n th• se two strong p sitions if he w s to maintain 

n is rmy a nd ke~p it betwer--n herman and Atlanta. Ith ug th .... ' rmy of Te nnessee 
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had been orced to retreat, it inflicted many more c_asualtie s than it received. 

Retreaf i ng south of Resaca, th Army of Tennessee ente re d more open 

country w ,ich forced Johnston to seek a narrow valley or some other strong posi

tion, as e was de te rmin >d not to risk a general engagement in a field where 

1erman could maneuver against his flanks. Hoping but failing to find a good 

position near Calhoun wh.ich would cover all roads leading southward, Johnston 

was forced to move on to Adairsville , and then to Cassville before finding a 

position suitable for defense against superior numbers. Johnston divided his 

forces at Adairsville, with Polk and Hood marching to Cassville while Hardee 

moved to Kingston, leaving herman the impression that the main force had 

moved to Kingston. By misleading Shermon and dividing the enemy forces, 

Johnston ,oped to deliver a decisive blow on a part of Sherman's army, then 

move to defeat the other part. Fol lowing on Johnston 1s heels, Sherman was 

dece ived , as he belie ved Johnston to be in Kingston, while Hardee. had moved 

on through Kingston and bac:k to Cassville to reioin the rest of the army. Sherman 

wanted a fight , and Johnston was ready to give h im one. Hood and Polk were 

orde r d to advanc:e on the l8th1 to overwhelm Schofield before the cente r and 

right of Sherman's army arrived. The result of these weH-conceive d plans was 

anot, er mig t-have-been for tha Army of Te nnessee, as General Hood moved 

out only to find enemy troops on the Canton Road where none we re expecte d; and 

without notHying Johnston, Hood retreated instead of attacking. Actually, Hood 

,,ad e ncounte red a part of 8utterfie id 1s Division whieh had blundered onto the 

wrong rood and was lost. Thus, the wel 1-Jaid plans of men we nt astray. 20 • 
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In • is dvance and R .treat Hood states tnat Johnston refused to attack 

herman at Cassville , and hath himself reque ted to be allowed to attack, but 

that he was it from an unexpected dire ction and that Johnston ordered him to 

reioin Polk. He also tates that he had been e nfl laded by the column on the 

Canton Road 1 and that Johnston was incorrect in his statement that t ,e report of 

the enemy was untrue. 21 · De finHely Hood had encountered the enemy, but 

he had encount red a confused and lost division which could have been swept back 

in an assault. Despite his defense. of himself, Hood had blundered and had lost 

the advantage w,ich Johnston had gained through strategic maneuvering. 

Johnston has been accused of refusing to fi.ght , but the failure on the 18th 

was Hooch, not Johnston 's. Despite this failure, Johnston was determined to figt t 

a decisive engagement at Cassville . On the 19th, he Issued a general order that 

the retreat had gone as far as necessary for strategic ~rposes, and that the time 

had come to g.lve battle. However, on holding a conference with Polk and Hood, 

Johnston learned that they could not hold their positions, as t ,ey were under 

enfilade fire from the artill e ry of the Federal Army. Although he did not believe 

this fire to be effective, and although General Hardee stated that he could hold 

his position, Johnston decided to take the advice of his subordinates and retreat. 22 . 

Ge n ral Hood attempted to prove his reasons for retreat by cfti ng the report of 

Captain Wal ter J. Morris, Chief Engineer of Pol k's Corps who had inspected the 

positions and found them untenable. 23 · Johnston, on the other hand, thought that 

the proposed battle would have been successful , and that a retreat was not in order. 

On the morning of the 20th, Sherman found that the Confederate Army had crossed 
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th ... Etowah and had moved southward again. He found in Cassvill every indi

cation that Johnston had intended to make a stand, and he lso found new papers 

criticizing Johnston for retreating. 24 • If the :Southern pop -rs we re disap ointed, 

herman was eve n more disappoint d, as he was ager for a battJ e in compar0-

tively open country. Co sums up t e vents at Ca ville appropriately. 1 The 

only thing that is certain in the matter is that their .(Confed.., rote leaders) diss n

si ns prolonged the campaign by postp ni ng th decisive engagement, as to the 

result f w ich Sh rman was justly confident. 25 · " Both Sherman and Johnston 

wanted to fight, and both would hove th opportunity so n. 
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Chapter V 

From the Etowah Across t e Chattahooeh e 

lowing the army a rief rest -in ord _r for it uppl ies to catch up wit. 

it, Sherman was preparing to cross t ,e Etowa Raver and continue the march for 

Atlanta. Having been ov r t1is country in 1844 as a young ieutenant, he knew 

that A la oona PQss was too strong to assault; he planned, th refor , to move to 

Marietta via Dallas, a movement design d to make Johnston give up Ua oona 

sot ot S rman could extend is fines back to the railroad which he wou.ld have 

to leave bri ly in maneuv ring toward Dallas. 1 • Dallas, whi ch Jay south of 

Kingston and west of Marietta, was important in that it was the ub of al I the 

main roads in the area. On May 22nd, Sherman ordered the move to begin. O n 

the 2"rd, Johnston ordered Hardee to Dallas via New Hope Church, while Polk 

was to move in t e same direction but to the south of Dallas. However, Johnston 

wa:, not sure of Sherman's move on the 23rd. On the 24th, Wheeler pushed into 

Cassville with h is c;avolry, capturing many prisoners and supply wagons, and 

learning of herman•s march toward Dal las. Jackson's cavaJry also reported Sherman 

to be moving on Dallas, so Hood was ordered to , J w Hardee. 2 · 

Being -orewarned of Shermon 1s movement , Johnston was abfe to reach the 

vicinity of Dallas and to prepare his usual strong defensive .positions. His Unes 

were admirably c osen; as they .lay along a series of wooded ridges with open val

leys in front of each ridge. Hood was on the right with his center at New Hope 

Church covering the road from Dal las to Ackworth . Polk was in the center giving 

close support to Hood, w if Hardee was on the right, covering the Stilesboro, 
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Dallas and Atlanta Road. 'A ith th addi i n of Pol k 1s c mplet,a c rps (Q u rl s' 

Division) and the Georgia { iliti , w , o w re us d t c ver th ra ilroad line , 

J ohnst n was st ronger t an at any time in the camp ign. He hod een constantly 

p icking up d tachments while herma n had be n sending out new ne- r and his 

army was ready to beat the Yanks. Dallas, New Hope Church and Picketts Miff 

would give them ample opportunity. 3 • 

T Battie of N w H p Church was initiated on May 25th by Geary 1 

Division of Hooke r's Corps and St wart 1s Divisi n of Hoocl9s Corps. Fighting so 

fierce ly that Hooker b Jleved he was opposed by the e ntire C nfeder te Army, 

Stewart's me n succe..,ded in hahing the Fed rol advance and in causing Hooker 's 

e ntire corps to deploy. Again and again Hooker's c lumns assaulted Hood's posi

tion, only to be repuls, d bfoodiiy ach tim by the me n in Gray behind log bar

ricades protected by we ll posted ortille ry. 4 . So great was the slaugnter that the 

plac became known as Hoo .. r's uH II Hol.. 11
• 
5 • From 5:00 P . M . until 8:00 P. M . 

tewart' Division whipped Ho ke r's e ntir corps; and, when asked if he needed 

r inforceme nts, tewart replied, uMy own troops will hotd the posit ion. 6 • 11 

From May 25th to June 4t , vigorous attacks and c:ounterattacks occurred 

daily in the vicini ty of ,Dallas and New Hope C urch . n the m rnlng of the 

26th, Sherman began exte ndi.ng his lines to his I ft toward ckworth, as skirmishing 

fights ranged along the entire line all day. O n the 27t , General O . 0 . Howard 

t ri d to tum Hardee 's flank only to be stopped by Cle burne . On the 28th, General 

Hood launched an attack, but he too was repulsed, much to J oh nston 1s disgust. A 

typical attack in this ar a is depicted by W . R. Cam ell, of the Fourth Louisiana 
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R gim nt of Cleburne is Divisi n. In p,.,aking f on attack they made against part 

o Howard• Corps, Cami ell writ s, H\A advanc .,d acros a fi Ids me thr , hun

dred yardc: , t e n into a th ick t of und ,rgrowt' ,, nd from that int a den e skirt of 

w ds, whe n a p rfect ' ailst rm of bull ts cut through the lim s ov_r ur eads. 

uddenly t iring ceased. We passed t e cav lry pick ts and v ry on we struck 

the Ya nkQe line which lay in ambu~h beh ind a hedgerow. They rose and poured a 

cros:l i ng v I I 0y into our faces at not more than f ifte n pac s, but , stronge to say, 

they sh t '1 igh and did v ry fi ttt e damage . returned the fire nd charged , 

adva ncing with ci y ti up th hill. ·, 7 · Cambell and his compatri t managed to 

take t e hifJ they assaulted so ravely. In his account we see both th lay of the 

fond a nd t s~esawing ott cks as both armi s f ught f r dvantageous ,posit ions. 

Realizing that Johnston 's posifi n were too strong to be taken by a 

direct assault, as was always the cos , Sherman continued to extend to h is left 

toward the all im rtant railroad. For several days, Johnston wa correspondingly 

able to xtend h is own lines; but soon he had to submit t herman 1s numerical 

advant ge. Having extended beyond Johnston 's right and aving se ized a nd se cured 

Al latoona Creek fr m it mouth to ckwort , Sherman was ready to pus '1 f rward, 

with AUatoona as a new base , and strike a new and heavy blow. Much to h is chagrin, 

, ow ver, he found t hat Johnston had abandoned his works on the night of June 4th, 

and had fallen back to a new and equally stro~ line along Mud Creek. 8 • 

ne signi icant outcome of the fighting around New Hope Church was that 

both armies became convinced of the advantages o.f having breastworks. The 

nume rous remains of breastworks around tlanta today wiU attest that such works 
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were u \;d o;d nsiv ly by b f'h side or rhe re m i ndar of t te c mpaign. 11 T ~ 

R .... el mu;;-t c rry t. e ir r1e stw rks wi'- tn m wh i e hermon is m n mare wit 

ri ff and nd sp d in t ,e t e r. • i ccording to M ward, n regi-

me nt w s long in front :r· J n ton >s army with ut having am st as good. f rti i

ca i n- a: n ngine r could I n and bui d. lO · Jo nst n doims t i at erman 

xaggerat d .... id a of his ie d w rks and that -.-rman 1s were actually better, 

t•- T h d · d t t • lo 
11 • r·· 

1 
• d t as n .rmy r e nnes e · 1na equa n r nc mg ,oo • ms - no 

1oid tru , 10W,.Ner, as J , ns.ton 1s wor s w~re prapar d w JI ah ado time , be-

f r th rmy rriv d, by th G ~orgia i itia and imp, ssed gr 1es . 12 • T 

th Nortl , b sid s t'1e bvi us pr tecti n f 'ered 1 th se entrenc ments gave a 

uppk .. mentary advantage t t e ri.i d arms which t y possess d in numb · rs muc, 

superior to the out • rot · ct d by entrenchments, th V nkees could d fiver 

dev sting fire · m a distance b yond the e ·f ctiva range o unri.led pi ce~. 

th, th ntrenc m nts abet.-ed the; natural strength f t ,e country as t ney 

·1eip d to ff t the d d ci ncy in numbers . 

O n i witndrawal . rom New Hope C. urch n th night f the 4t1 
, Jo nston 

retre ted t previously pre or d entrenc ,ments a ong K n -saw N untain Pine 

Mountain and Lost Mountain. This retreat , Ji 'e previous ones, : ad been ne ces

·itat d by ~h rman s usual ion 'ing movem nt. · iso, lik prc;vious retreats , it was 

card d ut in good order wi out t' ,E. oss of any quipme nt. , . · tot e Josses o men 

during th month o: May, h rmon estimot d is ·at 9, 299 whi ie Jo nston placed 

, altl ough h rman plac d t em ot 8 , 638, as he · id Jo1,nst n did not 

count t ri oners teak n. l t ny rote , Jo' n ton in.-1 icted mor osses t an he 
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suffered, ut ro orHonaU h- fos, more tha n he cou!d afford. 13. 

, It! oug ., neve d }' o s.:.d with ut skirmish ing a nd ig ting, June 5th 

thr ugh June t , W 'f'J sp nt by ~, · rman in c . ns fidating and bringing up suppli...:,s, 

while J nst n w s d ing likewise . , steady r in · ad been f Hing fo s0 v ra 

d , , turning th roads t mud nd mir a nd g r tly indering movement and 

observoti n . On Jun 1 t.., t e w,of Fed .... ral ,\rm. mov d forward, f eJing f r 

f n my wl o was b~lieved to ' av moved back to the Chatta che River. 

Mu- , t f is sur ri I McP e rson found t. Confed rate-> ccu ying Bru.,h Moun

ta in in force, while toneman's cavoiry discovered e ntr n hments around Lost 

Mountain. .bserv ing t • F de r f movem nts, J hnst on co ncentrated twe -n 

G-i.lgal and Brush Mountain, wit, Hard, ¥ at Gilgaf Churci and D tee s Division 

at p Pine N ountain . By n w th roods w~r impassable and tt e weath r w s 

cofd 1 disapp int ing th Yanks who I. oked f rward to e nt- rin9 the ' sunny s uth 11
• 

H w v r, th,:-.; weath r cl ar· d s ightly on the 14t , and Sh rmon ord red the 

artillery to pen flr a nd the skirmish lin to b advanced. 14 · 

, \ t the suggesti n o Gen ral Hord e who f or0 d that Sat I Division 

w uld b. eut off, J hnsron a nd Polk ad io ined Hardee_ in an inspection oft 

l ines on the 14th . Although the men warned the ge nerals not to expose them-

se lves, they rode ofong the i·op of Pine Mountain which offered an exce llent view 

of ,oth fines. It was then t at herman 's artill ry cut loose ond caused the com

manders t scatter . However, Ge ne ral P lk, whoo.ft n exposed himself unneces arily, 

wal ked sl wly oac;k in order t catch a last I ok at the fi • Id. cannon ba 11 pgssed 

complete ly through his body, and the brav spiritual and temporo-1 leader fe i f. 
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According. to one of h is so ldiers,. ·1T 1e fatal missile of death deprived us of 

a · er in whom th . odministr t i n and country re,.,osed entire confidenc • In 

him he tr ops of Tenn ss .e lost their best rriend a nd he whofe country n ... of 

its a f st commanders . 15 • • T . brother of former Preside nt Ja m .s Knox Po., k, 

onidas · lk 11ad bee n a Bish p in the Episcopal Church a nd had founded the 

Univ rsity th outh . He ,1ad been with the Army of T nn ssee from the 

'irst, ond J ~ was loved and respected by oU--b th office rs and men . l good 

man and a go d sol dier, P ik 110 d ;fayed p ac moker in t~ dispute be tween 

Jo nston, Hood and Dov is . Th is was ind d a severe loss to the _ uth . 16 • 

During t e nig t vf t 14th✓ Pine iounto in was bandoned a nd G~neraf 

r . te placed ln reserve nd on t•e 15th Thomas xtended his fine b~yond the 

m unta in . J hnston was driven · ack to Gilgal Church a nd the n to Mud C re . k 

a s Sh rm n c ntinu d to pus., h is e ntir f rce· forward and as John$ton was 

una I f·o ~pr od his forces too thin. Continuou d a rging and counterci orging 

pushed Jonnston ofose to h is Kenesaw lin • • n the nig t of the 20th, H od 

was s', ifted fr m the rig t t the I -ft flank p and the next· day he ignifi d is pre

S.;;nce ' }' an aszquft aga inst H ker's C rps . It .oug unsucces~ful b ... couse of the 

tines, the attack was we ll planned and ex- cut d. H oker re -

ort d to · rman that , wa.., a tta cked by three corps , and Shuman was reed 

t remind him tI at i" re.:: c r s c n ti tu-t d t t.:.- entir pposing army . 17 • 

Now J host n ad II n 1ck to 1is Kenesaw line with its retired a nd 

w0 U-anc. ored , icmks w ic di couroged e nva lopmen • Be li ving t ai· J hn ton 

c uld n t strong ly forti a ten mile Hn ..... wit , 60, 0 0 me n, herman de cid0 d on a 
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frontal attack instead o the usual flanking movement. Sh rman wrote Halleck, 

"The whole countiy is on vast fort, and Jo nston must have ull fifty mil s of 

connected trenches, with abates and finis ed batteries. 18 • ,. If thi.s were even 

partly true, Snerman would have difficulty in flanking Johnston. Also, a 

flanking movement would require an accumulation of suppl i s; and the rain and 

guerrilla activity against the now extended supply line made this impossible at 

t e time. Sometimes an impregnable position causes a careless security in 

defe nders who feel safe , as •Lookout Mountain had proved. finally, Sherman 

felt that a sudden attack on Johnston's center might prove successful and catch 

Johnston napping, since he had become accustomed to flanking movements durl.ng 

the entire campa,ign. 19 • Therefore, Sherman decided on a bold effort to break 

the lines in ront of him. His only other choice was to ·wait , and that would 

prove demoralizing to his men and give Johnston a chance to build even stronge.r. 20 • 

Sherman fixed upon Monday morning, June 27th, as the day for the ge,neral 

advance agai.nst Kenesaw Mountain, which is. some two and a half miles long, rising 

seven . undred feet above the surrounding country at its ighest point. Thomas was 

to attack in the center , Scho ie ld on the extreme right, and McPherson on the 

left against Little Kenesaw. Each commander was to pick a position to attack which 

would seem to offer th greatest possibility of success. Covered by a continuous 

artillery fire, the three separate columns made heroic assaults to no avail. Thomas ' 

attack agai·nst Cleburne exemplifies the entire Battle of Kenesaw Mountain. The 

battle of 'Dead ngle 1 was a bloody one fort e Yanks. 'He re the formation 

necessarily lost its order in struggling through and over the trunks and interlaced 
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branches of felled forest trees, and the concentrated fire of infantry and artillery 

became too hot for endurance. Th advance was checked---and hundreds of 

brave me n and valuabf.e officers fetl on every side. 21 • ' The slaughter of this 

engagement resulted in a heroic act of brovery. Colonel W. H. Martin of the 

First Arkansas Regiment of Cleburne 's Division, disregarding the possibility of 

death, stopped the firing in order to allow the Yankees to remove their wounded 

from the burning woods. A Federal rnaior presented him with a ffne brace of 

pistols during the imposed luU. 22 · At every point, the Federals were severely 

r pulsed, and even Sherman admitted 3,000 men lost to only 650 Confederates. 23 • 

Kenesaw Mountain was not Missionary Ridge, and the Southern soldiers 

were fighting with a different spirit under Johnston thon they ad under Bragg. 

11 Our I osses in this assault we re heavy indeed, and our gain was nothing 24. u, 

Sherman admitted . Obviously, wel I manned and prepared entrenchments could 

not be attacked head-on. Sherman gambl d and lost by his own admission, but 

e was far from bei.ng out of the game. 

Sherman resumed the plan for the flank operation and prepared to s nd 

McPherson by the rig t flankf as the rains were over and movement was becoming 

more practicable . Meanwhile, the observant Johnston was busy fortifying a line 

north of the Chattahoochee . iso, work was being done in Atlanta where ,t e 

xisting fortifications were strengthened and ext nded in case the Chattahooche 

line should be broken. 25 · 

McPherson's flanking movement forced Johnston to fal I back from Kenesaw 

on the night of July 2nd with Sherman hot on h is heels. herrnan hoped to catch 
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Johnston in crossing t he river and was surprised to find that he had prepared 

trong p ·itions on the near bank. 26 • R, mem ring the recent lesson he had 

b n taug t , Sherman paus d wh n he saw the preparati ns to resist h is crossing. 

However, he was not prepared to stop . u I knew thot Johnston would not re ... 

main long n the w st bank of the Chattahoochee, for I could easily practice 

on that ground to better advantage our famous tactics f intrenching in his 

front , and with the rest of the ormy, c ross the, river and threaten e ither his rear 

or the c;ity of Atlanta itse lf,. which city was of vital importance to the existe nce 

not only, of h is own army, but f the Confederacy ,itself. 27 • 1 
· n the 7th, 

Sherman sent General Schofield in person on a reconnaissance of the river 

b tw en Pac s 'f rry and Rosw 11; a nd, as a result of Sc:hofie.ld1s report, he de

cided to mak a crossing near the mouth of Soap Creek. The ford was unde

fe nded and the crossing a complete surprise on July 9t • Sherman said, 11 I hQve 

<llways thought Johnston neglected 1is pportunity the re, for he had lain com

paratively idle while we got control of both banks of the river above him. 28 • 11 

Johnston defended himself by saying that there we re too many fords in the river 

to stop a cro sing. 29 • Although the river must have been swollen from the recent 

rai.ns, this is true. lso, Sherman cou·ld ave gone downstream as we ll as up in 

s\Jeking a successful crossing. On the night of the 9th, Johnston withdrew across 

the river. 

Sherman could c . nti nue ·h is advance by one of two routes. The shortest 

would be to approach Atlanta from the southeast to s i e the Macon a nd Montgomery 

Railroads n ar East Point. This, howev r, would leave his rear open to cavalry 



attack. The surer alt 1ough longer route would be to attack Atlanta on the 

n rth ost side in the vicinity of De catur. n t 17th, th ge neral movement 

on tlanta began with Thomas crossing the Chattahoochee at Paces and Powe rs 

Ferry, choflefd moving toward Cros K ys, and McPherson toward ~tone 

Mountain. :.>herrnan knew that thi movem nt would split his army, but h was 

con ident that the un ·linching Thomas, with neady 50,000 In the Army of the 

Cumberland, could ·,old the entire Conf derate Army ot bay vntil the mov -

me nt s ould be compl ted. The wily Johnston figured that Sherman would divide 

h is forces, and he planned to attack wi th a uper.ior force the moving and ex

posed column. How v r, he was not to deliver battle 11pon the ground h had 

s lected. 30 • 
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Chapter VI 

Fatal Mistak 

' lieutenant-General J ,. B. Hood has been commissioned to the 

temporary rank of General under the Jate law of Congress . I am directed by 

the e cretory of War to inform you that , as you rave 'ailed to arrest the ad

vance of t e e nemy to tne vic:inity of tlanta, far in the inter.for of G eorgia, 

and expre ss no confldenc th t you can defeat or repel him, you are ereby 

re li v d from the command of the rmy and Departme nt of T nnessee, which 

you wfll immediately turn over to General Hood. S . Coope r, Adjutant and 

lnspe·ctor General. J • 1 At 10:00 P. M. on the night of July 17th ,. Johnston 

rec ived this fatetul tel egram. 

During the reorganization of the army before the opening of the cam

paign, we saw the beginning of the dispute between Johnston and the administra

ti n. Actually, tne dispute between Johnston and Davis began before the war 

at West Point where the two men engaged in a fist fight over a young belle, a 

fight which Johnston won, Later Davis, as Secretary of War, held up Johnston 's 

promotion. Eve n their wives got into the act, as Mrs. Davis resented the more 

prominent social position held by Mrs. Johnston in Washington. 
2 

• Both me n 

w re t e ons o Revolutionary War soldiers, and both had been brought up as 

soldie rs wit fearl ss d,evotion to duty and self-sacrifice. As uarte rmaster 

G e neral in the United State Army, Johnston shoufd have been the ranking 

General in t e Confederate Army, but Davis considered him as a staff officer 
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and said that he had left t 1e Union Army to ioin the Army of Virginia and that 

Lee -outranked him in that army. Early in 1861 , the two men diffe red on ge neral 

policy, as Dovis wanted to defe.nd with ortified positions while Johnston wanted 

to move around with conce ntrated a rmies . Davis, who always considered him

self more competent or military command than for civil administration, had his 

own ideas of what constituted a good military leader. Toward his friends Uke 

8ra99, Davis maintained an unreaso ning loyalty and, toward h is enemies, a 

stubbornness to forgive . Although both Davis and Johnston had the good of the 

Confederacy at heart , they were estranged and separated from the first , even 

though they should have trusted each other and been in perfect accord. 3 • 

Davis realized the seriousness of -changlng commanders in the presence 

of the e ne my, but he could not have confidence in one who had retreated from 

s many strong posi tions. Johnston's answers had been evasive concerning t , e 

defense of Atlanta whose fal I would be most damaging to the Confederate cause, 

as it would involve the loss of valuabJe supplies, factories and morale. 4 · The 

pressure to remove Johnston had been growing since the Dalton retre,at. Davis 

traced t e movements of the retreot and said, 0 We had suffered a disastrous ioss 

of territory. 5 • 11 General Gorgas wrote on June 30th, 'Johnsto n telegraphs he 

has repulsed a general attack of the enemy, but j have little confidence in the 

state of affairs in tha t quarter and expect to hear of retreat. 6 • 11 O bviously, 

Gorgas is referring to the SQttle of Ke nesaw Mountain w 1ere Johnston did re

pul se the e ne my in a great victory. As to the retreat from Kenesaw, Johnston 

had no other choice if Atlanta we re to be saved. 
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Altnough Bragg had visited the army several days previous to the removal , 

Johnston had no idea o the real purpos f his visit. Being out to get Johnston, 

Bragg telegrap ed Davis several times before he even saw Johnston, saying that 

al I indications seemed to favor an entire evacuation of tlanta. Although actuafly 

on an official visit with the purpose of se ·lecting a new commander if Jo nst n 

seemed to be unable to de end Atlanta, Bragg never informed Johnston of this, 

leav.ing Johnston with ti e impression that he was iust passing t rough. Bragg b -

came upset because Johnston did not ask his advice. Johnston, however, like 

the vast maiority of Confed rate leaders, did not need or desire Bragg•s advice. 

When Senator George G. Vest of Missouri , who was visiting the army, told 

Johnston that Davis, as a military man, would have delivered a crushing blow, 

Johnston replied, 1 Yes, I know that Mr. Davis thinks that he can do a great many 

things that ot 1er men would . esitote to attempt. For instance, he tried to do 

what God had failed to do. He tried to make a soldier of Braxton Bragg and you 

know the result. It couldn't be done. 7 · " On JuJy 15th , Bragg sent a detailed 

report to the President, stating that he had h cl everal long visits with John.ston 

and that he did not propose any offensive operations. The positionsr numbers and 

morale wer-e al I with the e nemy I who should immediately be driven north of the 

C attahoochee ~ Painting o picture of real danger, Bragg t Id of the equipment 

b ing removed from tlanta. He concluded by saying that Hood had been in avor 

of giving battle all along (Hood had to.Id him this), and that if there we re to be 

any change, he thought that Hood would give uni imited satisfaction. 8 • 

This brings us to a much debated question; - hould there have been a 
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c ange . If no one efse thought so, Gen •raf herman certainly did. '1At this 

critical moment the Confederate G overnment rendered us a most valuable ser

vice. Being dissafis ied with the Fabian policy of Gener I Johnst n, it re-

ieved him, and General Hood was substituted to command th Confederate rmy. 

Hood was known to us to be a 'fighter\ a graduate of st Point in the cf a s of 

185 , number forty-four, of w i.ch class two of my army commanders, McPherson 

and c; ofie ld, w re number one and number seven. Th character of a leader 

is. a .large factor in t e game of war; and I confess I was pleased at this change. 9 • 1 

Being far from his se and in enemy territory, Sherman wouicl much rather meet 

the enemy in the open, not behind we ii-constructed parapets. rning ev ry 

division commander to be prepared for battle in any snape, Sherman was glad to 

learn that Hood was bofd to recklessness and courageous to the ext.reme. · I 

inferred that the change of commanders m ant • ighf . Th is was iust what we 

want d, viz. , to fight in open ground, on anything Uke equal terms, instead of 

being forced to run up against prepared intrenchments. 10 • 11 

I Sherman s opinion of Hood wos low, is opinion of Johnston was very 

igh . 11 No of icer or soldier who ever served under me will question t e general-

hip of Joseph E. Johnston. His retreats were timely, in good order, and he left 

nothing be ind. 1) · u In fact , herman · ·lieved Johnston to be equal in al 

elements of generalship to lee ·. 12 • The rest or t e Union Army s ared Sherman •s 

reioicing. ' Much to our comfort and to is surprese, Johnston was removed. 1 • 11 

stated General Howard, w i le General Hooker sajd that t ere was universal re

ioicing by all the offi cers. l4. 

- · ag 9. -



In th rmy of T .nne e and in the ~outh we flnd a different opinion 

prevailing. T e pr -ssure for Johnston 1 s removal which Davis referred to must 

hav come from a smal I minority o p opl cl se to the Pr sident. Th Richmond 

Whig said editorially, : It is tru t at, when G neraf Jo nst n first began his 

r trogrode movement, t re was a disposition, not only among unmilitary c itics , 

ut in high official circl s, to depreciate that commander's abiHties, and to pre

dict "or h im the mosts rious reverses, but th editor goes on to say that Johnston*s 

reputati n ad "grown with ev ry backward step 0
• 

15 · Wh n Davis asked G neral 

lee's opinion, Lee r plied, "General Johnston is a patriot and on able soldier. 

H is upon t e ground and knows his army better than any of us, 16 • 1 lee would 

not support Davis a s the P·re~ ident had hoped. Instead¥ Davis was attacked by the 

~ 1 ur authorities are dis ... ased in mind, and the craziest of their craze is the 

• d • f • • • k I d f • II .,. 17 • 1 ·anc1e possession o an 1ntu1t1ve now e ge o men, espec1a y mt 1tary men. 

The whole Confederate rmy was dissatisfied with the change. Gener I 

Hardee threatened to resign; General Cleburne felt the change to be disastrous; and 

G eneraJ t wart thought that J hnston's removal woujd be the clinching blow in 

Confederate failure. The superiority of Johnston was r cogni . ed by all his g nerals, 

v n Hood who wanted Johnston to remain in command and pocket the removal order. 

The feeling of the offi cer was summed up by General Kirby mith, who had taug t 

and commanded Hood and ads rved wit Johnston. Smit wrote is mother , 0 Hood 

is a soldi r, Johnston th.e G e neral .---Hood is a man of ordinary .intelle ct, Johnston's 

brain soars above all t at surrounds · im. ' 18 • The soldiers• letters ome expressed the 

opini n that ;' O jd J e I had en grievously wronged, and that the loss of ,is 
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g neralsh ip would ruin them. T e me n loved their gen _ ral . 1 It was very sad 

news w en we rece ived orders t , a t G !!) ni:;:ra l Jose h E. Johnston was re li ved of 

command of the army and t tat General H od, a iunaor Li eaut n nt-General , was 

lac d in command . The ar Department perh ps knows best, but th troops ar 

diss tisfL d wit; the change, for G e neral Jo ,nston was f:,1e idol of the army---. 

"1 n th rder re lieving Im of comma nd was read the spectac wa touching 

to see; men w · o ave born the hea and burden of this war sr, d tears . 19 • 11 

Sam · atkins wrote, uTh most terribl and disast rous b ow t at h~ out. ev•- r 

r .... c~ived was wh n Hon. Jef rson Davis placed Ge neral Hood in command f 

ne rmy o T nnessee • I saw, I wi 11 say, thousands of m n cry Ii ke bao1es • 

Ev n some f th privates t ndered their resignations and went home, as they 

d foug .t gaJ lantly for Jo nst n w om t e loved a nd t rusted. 

• H 

" n taking ov rt e Army of Tennessee on July 18th Hood claimed that 

Johnston's continuous retre ts d comple tely ru ined the morale of t e army, and 

that the men no I ong r kn w how to fight an ffe nsive bottle~ 0 The troops of the 

rmy o T nnessee had r sue iengt I o · tim been subi cted to the ruinous policy 

pursued fr m Dalton to tlanta t ot t. ey were un· itted for united action in a 

pitc ed battle .• 21 • " The timid defense pol 1ey of Johnston 1ad mad the troops 

scored f an of-fensiv 

pored t e rmy of T nn 

oder . · 1ways o ·ry t t he had ever f eft Lee, Hood com

e a nd the rmy of Norti ern Virginia . Lee never used 

breastworks xcept t Id a part of t e line with er small fore while he main body 

a sailed the -..nemy, and always ad , is cavalry ig t mounted . Johnston, h w ver, 

us-...d entr-.:; nc me nts so xtensively t :at eve n the cavalry ought behind the m. Hood 
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f fl wed f Lee a nd Ja cks n sch I , f ig · ting a nd thought t t m n t ra in d 

in th J hnst n sch f were aim st u~ ( ss . 1
' I d ss .rt that 0 , 000 me n of the 

and J acks n sc ool will always rov equal t 80,0 · f the Johnston 

2 school . • The t ra ining oft e Johnston sc ool depres ed a nd para yzed in-

-tead f I vat ing nd inspirit ing . 2 · 

Gene ral H od was incorrect in · is assertion t } at the Army of T nn ee 

had b come demoral iz d and dispiri ed ~nder the lead rsh ip of Jo -p .. J ohnston. 

Thi had e n the case when J ohn ton a. sumed comma nd, ut it certa inly was not 

the case w' e n e rel inquish d it" T es me n w re th same as t os under e . 

They kn ... w how t igt• t a nd did o e ve n though b h ind brea tw rks . In a c t, 

t ey cnioyed flgiting for ' Old Joeu in whom they had th utmost confi dence a nd 

respect. Also, J nston had the c nfide nc a nd res, _ct f hi subord inate om-

manders . 

ome f the letters of G eneral Po lk a re a n excelient source t see the 

condition, morale nd spiri t of the a rmy a nd the re lat i ns 1ip between t e corps 

commanders and J ohnston. n Moy 21st, he wrote h is wife that the morale was 

hig afrhough there had been a toug. campaign o f r . N one knew when Johnston 

wou ld atta c k, but all we r ready to follow ' im . On May 27tl n ar New Hope 

Churc , Polk wrote tha t t e re lations e tween the our ma in ge ne ral officers we r 

very pl~asant . Is , he wrote on June 1st th t he d nev r s e n troops in sue 

fi ne spir it , and on June 11th t at the t roops and country had undiminished confi -

de ncc in Generof Johnston w was managing things v ry prudently . battle 

probably w ufd not e expt!:\die nt until the C ttahooch e wa crossed , but the 
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tr ps we r r ady. 24• 

The ldie r_ w ,re fighting , Uk th ir comm nder, f r vict ry , not glory. 

Their spiri t i een :in a l tte of Th ma J . .>toke.s :rom tew Hope Church dated 

May 27tn , Hard press d in a l t contest , th~ m n would l olf r to t1 Yan,'ee r 

"Come on, we or J demoral L.. d. !! hen t - ir mai r (K nnard) w s wounded, he 

s id I It Boy I I t Id m a Ii and I be ii v ti at is th rea~ n I 9 t ;»hot. * 
25 • 

This egi . nt (the T nth Texos) later charged and easily drov th 

, · the battle of 1D-ead Angf -1 n K nesow ountain. b th the officer and me n 

uded r cks at the enemy~ nd eve r 0 goph · r h ... n was fuf I f · rison rs and 

d · ad Ya nks. 26 • Instead f demoroli ing th ... army, Jo nston ad built up an a rmy 

o · rdened vet ran wh · eni oy .d a good fight. Gene ral Harde wrote Johnston 

in 1868, 1 I have the h nor to say that , in my opinion, the org nizotion, moraf.e , 

and eff ctive ness o that army ad no t been in paired at its d ose.--- 'peaking for 

my own corps, I have no . esitancy in saying that I 1 out d have I d them into 

octi n with m re conflde nc at the cl s .tha n t the beginning of the campaign. 27 • " 

G ene ral t~wart agr e s that the m.orof was not impaired by the treats and sa.ys 

t a t Jo 1nston was t e ont y army c mmander trust d and r .,pected by of 'ic • rs and 

28. y J · · d · . . d · d ' ' me n. t , ohnston was remov ·# Just as he a . man .uv re n rman wher ... 

e w nted im. , must now consider t ... actua l grounds of removal and the 

iu ri icatlon of the grounds. 

The r m val of J o ,..p • Jo.i nst n wos a grav mista ke ; but t e administra-

tion had its reas ns in additi n t per~ nal animositi s . The c1 arges against Johnston 

wer that he persist -ntly disregarded the President's instructions, t at he would not 
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fig t the nemy, that e refused to def nd • tlanta, that e refused to com

municate wit Bragg as to th · perations of t . army, and tr,at he made gross 

exaggerations of the strength and losse of the rmy, disregarding al f entreaties 

to attac::k the enemy • 29 • 

· these c arges only one was. val id: Johnston did refuse to com

municate with Bragg and tne administration as to the operations of the ormy. 

This refusal to communicat actua fy wa the cause of the ot er charges, for 

Johnston ither refused or disdained to explain his pofi c:y. tf Johnston had 

not remained so aloof and if e had tried to expla in the situation to Davis and 

Bragg, his removal would probably not have occurred. For, as General Grant 

said, Johnston's tactics we re right. 30 · Johnston undersh.,od from-experience 

what the Richmond Administ ation never seemed to grasp. He understood that 

the Confederate Army confronted no slow-mov.ing, inexperieneed, incapably 

led army, but an army of in.te Uigently directed , hardened veterans who had to 

be met on somew · at neor equal terms if victory was to be assured. 3] • 

1 It is not to be ·upposed that such troops under a sagac:ious and reso

Jute lead r, and covered by intrenchments, were .to be beate n by greatly in

ferior num rs. I therefore thought it our policy to stand on the defensive, to 

spare the blood of our soldiers by fighting under cover abituotly, and to attack 

. nly when bad posit ion or division of the nemy 1s forces might give 1;1,5 advant ges 

counter-balancing that of superior numbers . So we held ev-ery poslti.on occupied 

until our communications were strongly th eatened; then fe ll back only far enough 

to secure them, watching for opportunities to attack, keeping near enough to the 
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F derol · rmy to assure the Confed rat . dministr.ation that S rman could not 

send re inforcements to Grant, and Qping to reduce f e odds against us by 

partial engagem nts. 32 • This was the basic p licy which J hnston followed, 

and It was o correct pol icy. 

ing opposed by an army far superior in numbers and material , Johnston 

"ought an excelle nt campaign from Dalton to Atlanta, In North G eorgia an 

offens-ive cgmpaign wovld have been either disastrous or indecisiv • If Johnston 

had taken the o fensive against Sh rman 's superior army, a victory would have 

be n indecisive as herman could have r treated to th fortress of Chattanooga 

and quickly rebuilt his army. How ver, a Confederate defeat in North G eorgia 

would ave been disastrous, as the rmy of Tennessee was a hundred miles from 

its strong base in tlanta wit which the only connecti n was the Western and 

tlantic Rai Jroad. However ,. as t e armies moved nearer to Atlanta, Johnston 

became stronger ev ry day • Once they crossed the Chattahoochee River, the 

situation was reversed. . defeat o the Army of Tennessee near Atlanta would 

be indecLive, as Johnston could fa ll back ,nto Atlanta whfeh could easily be 

dei nded while the army was reorganized. Sherman, however, was now a hundred 

miles from Chattano09a with th~ Chattahoochee at his back; and ad feat for im 

could now prove disastrous. Al I this was recognized ond understood by Johnston 

who was pre aring to assume the ffens iv when he was relieved of command. In 

fact, Hood me re f y carried out the preconceived plans of Johnst .n whe n he attack d 

t P ac: tree Creek . 

In defense of imself, Johnston said, n . s to the al leged cause of my 
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removal, I assert that s· erman 's army is much stronger compared with that of 

Tennessee than Grant ts compared wit that of Nort .ern Virginia. Yet the 

e nemy has been compelled to advance more slowly· to the vicinity of Atlonta, 

than to that of Richmond and P t rsburg; and pen~trated much deeper into 

Virginia than Ge rgia. 33 
" i Johnston had fought his way down to Atlanta 

more brilli ntly than l.6e , od to Richmond, performing thew .nder of conducting 

an army in retreat througr1 one 1undred miles of intricate country with only 

negligible loss ·of me n and material. 34. 

As to the accusat ion that .Johnston refused to fight the enemy, nothing 

could oe mor absurd. Not a si ngl e day of the campaign passed without con

t inuous skirmis: ing and fight ing. somewhere along th line in addifion to pitched 

battles at O.alton, Resaca, New Hope Church, OaUas,. Pickett's Mill and 

Kenesaw.. Johnston ·ought, ond h foug t sklllfully and wisely, drawing the 

enemy as faros possible from his base while reducing hi·s numbers and moral • 

As to ignoring instructions 'rom the .President, Johnston did not receive any 

detailed instn,c:t i ns a ter the campaign began exce.pt for a brief telegram eady 

in Jtdy warning nim not to fight with th Chattahoochee at his back. 35 • The 

gross exaggerations of strengths and losses were not JohnstonJs, but Bragg's and 

Davis1 eAaggerations. Refusing to admit his terrible d feat at Chattanooga and 

Lookout Mountain, Bragg continue I ty toJd Davis t ,at t e I rmy of Te rmessee was 

much stronger than it actual Jy was. Natura ly, Hood backed up Bragg's claims. 

Finally, Johnston was accused of refusing to assume the offensive. Before the 

opening of the campaign this was tru , as Johnston real iz.ed that an offensive was 
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no f asibl n ar C atton oga a nd ar fr m tla.nta. The re lative size a nd 

qulpment f th armi s nd t e imp tance of mainta ining on rmy with w' ich 

t d f ·• nd · t.lant m ant that Jo1 nst n had to stand prfmari ly on the d fensive. 

;• t Co-,SJ ifl - , f ow ver, ~.e d tri d to assume th offen$ive when Sherman 

divided .is . r ,. as John ton had f r e n, but e was f if d by Hood 1s fa ilure 

t pres the attack. ga in at P achtree Crc k he had planned to attack 

... hern, n1s div id d a rmy nly t b o il·~d by the a dministrat ion. Like lee in 

Virgin i , Joh nst n retr ated e could n t do otherwise if he we re to 

ave an army witJ I ich to d r.end t' e South . Had Johnston aband n d tlanta 

wi ut o struggl , is r moval would hav been f ustified, but Johnston was not 

planning t . bandon t Jont • 

T u -, t e rem val f G en ta l Joseph E. John'""ton was unfustified and 

was a great mistak n t 1 pa rt f th Conf derate Government. However, 

Jo. ns on t imsef f wa t e osic cause of t is removal. s h told a fri nd in 

Riehm nd after ia wound at C:: ve n Pines, 'The shot that struck me down was 

th best ever Ired for the outh.., rn C nfederacy, for I possessed i.n no degree 

the con iclence f this government. 36 • Johnston c uld hav , said th s:1me 

tHng after 1is removal in 1864. man of John ton's mtUtary eopacity snould 

hav poss ssed c nfidene , and it was rimtJrily 1t, own fault that h-e did not, for 

e never tri d to explain is plans a nd pol ici · s t t ' ,e administration. 'Confide nt 

1-anguag by military commanding o ic _ r is not usuoUy reg.orded as vidence of 

ompetenc • 31 . This vi w of John on is corr ct, but h s, uld have real ized 

t e p rsonalitie f hi super-i rs ond s ouJd hove ought to xploin h is p licies to 
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Davis and Bragg. l'f e hod only written Davis fui ly and frankly of what he 

was tanning, J hnston w uld not !.ave be -n r moved. .is trateg had been 

s und and is tactic brilliant · but e ' ad .n stub rn and ~ecr tive r t er 

t n t c ,. u I l i ke 38 • 

Acting u on th advic 1 -ragg and t h c orr ct o ini nth t H od 

woy d fig t, Preside nt Davis p laced John • H od in com ,ond of t.ne :'\ rmy · f 

T nness e . nly 1 irty-t r y a rs o ld, H . d ad b nen n xce lfent brigade 

and dlv i.Jon c mmonder 1.i1nder .., and a good c rps commander vnd"'r o nston. 

\ tinning iis re utation in the . rmy orthern Virgini , he had , roved to e 

:a b Jd, 09gres.,iv , and d tennin d • ighter alt ough a little t o sang1,1ine. He 

.ad b e n crippled at G-.. ttysburg and • ad fo"'t o I g ot Chickamauga . 39 • Al

thoug on e>~ceH .nt subordinate c mmander, H od did not poss ss the ne e ssaa·y 

qua li i s ·o be an rmy commander . T~ inHng t qt G · ne ra f Hard e would 

mak b. tter command· r, Gener I le;.; said, 'Hood is ,a b Id fighter . I am 

doubtfu l .s t ther quo I iti • n c""ssary. 40 · • Josia h Gorgas sa id later, l It 

is uite apparent thot Hood, 1 side be ing out -numb ~ r =-d, is ovt-ge neraled. T e 

ge neral fudgm nt is thot H od : as n t the capacity for such a c mmand . 4] · ' 

Although br . ve a nd capo od wa rash, imprudent, and incomp -

ent o di r •c t . Ge neral h-....rmon said, ~ . 09r ed th t w ught t be unusuoUy 

cat.J ti us and prepared at · If times f r soli io a nd hard righting b cause. Hood, though 

not deemed much o a scholar, or o greai· mental. capacity, war. undou t~dfy a 

r.. ro e/l d te rml ned, and rash man; a nd t 1 chang commanders at that porti cular 

c rHs argu d t di leasur of t .... C. nf . der t G overnm nt wit, t, cau i u 
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but prudent conduct f _Gene ral Josep Johnston . 42 · n Such was the character of 

th man charg d with th grav r s ~nsibility f defending tlanta . 
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Chapte r VII 

The Botti for Atlanta 

Reali.zing the grave responsi ility wh ich had e n thrust upon im, 

General Hood w nt to Johnston's quarters on the night of the 17th of July 

and urged Johnston to pocket the dispatch and to leave Hood in charge of 

his corps., G neral s Hardee and ~- tewart joined Hoo in a tel gram to the 

President requesting postponement of the removal, but Davis replied t at the 

decision had been made and t at he would not change it. E. ven fter this 

reply , the three ge nerals urged Johnston to remain, but h would not con

se nt, as he would not disobey orders. However, Jomston did explain is 

plans t his successor before leaving for Macon . 1 • 

First, Johnston had .xpected to engage the enemy w if they were 

divid d in crossing Peachtre Creek . If success ul, e could easily foHow 

and out h rman wno would be pushed back into the Chattahooc ee . If un-

uccessfuf, could fQJI back to the positions in tlanta which co11ld be held 

Ii e t ose of · ew Hope Churc.h. Manning the works of Atlanta and Peaehtree 

Cr , e w uld econdly, if the first stage was .unsuccessful, ttaek one of 

t e Federal flanks as they approac 1ed the city, pushing the enemy to the east 

part of the Chattahooch e where there were few fords. If both these plans 

failed, he could still h Jd tlanta and thus win th campaign. 2 • 

O n the 17t herman had egun his march on tlanta with Thomas 

cro ing the Chattahoochee · t Paces nd Powers Fe rry, McPh rson moving on 
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ti nta y way o· D·_c tur, and C ofie d moving t word C h ad . T is 

movement d ivided f, Uni n Army, s J , nst n ad e,.,. d. H d d 

thr alt rnative.i: t 
. 

to t i ,aH ·ck C n g I 

to Atlant· a nd t. n swing on . ,erma n'., li ne communicat ion, or to atkic ., 

herman 1 divid"'d fore s. • ing paced in com and e would 

fig½t, H od c u d not and wou ld not al I ack t wit out flgi t. 

I I tri d t swi n ~ rman 's tin o su ly a nd communicati n, h w u ld 

forced t abandon 

pan an t ac t r e Cr e , 

. is rig t op n or a s u lt . Hood 

arm und r Th mos and f ~n 

t wart w 

re , d cid~d t fo ow Johnston •s 

rm n d und . r d and 1ad · t 

ottacK th ,.. ermon 1s 

nd C 

n t rig1 t sup d y G I Gut vus ··mith with th Georg ia ilitia. 

Using . d back .i~ rm n1s t wing, ·,,., d w d att c Th mas 

with .i ot r two p ing to sur, rL·,.. T m • in t e <let c ross ing t1 

Cr ek nd o o d t row u, or stwor ... . 4 • 

, h rman, inst a d o, attacking " tlant dir ctly, lanned to make a 

circuit a nd destr y all t e raitroads I ,ading into th city. · F • igning to i i 

right , e m ve d to is t toward De catur. I· intended t destr y uttedy a 

rts o tne ugusta a ilr od to th 

left flank and add to the right . 6 • 

st f tl ,onf , t e n t withdraw from th 

n th .... 18t and 19t , rman 1s ore 

wer m neuv ring into position. Unknown t Hood, Mc h rson reached t e 

ugust Ra il road etw n ton Mountain nd D ca tur on t rternoon of t ' 
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18th . 7 • H wa rd w · at ck e d nd Palm r w s at t i unction o 

nd ancy 1
.1 Cr .::;r b twe n t m . .. c o 'i fd 

ork f P achtr Cr ~k • . un _rf a nd, d s it 

s rious resistanc , w a l f ~.:da Ii h ve r f f oth ds on t s wt1 sid · o 

ac1 tr e Cr ek rat ry to er s ing t next do • rder d 

to conn wit rman realiz d t at his army w s divid d, and 

ch i Id nd stwa rd t ward t lant , 1 ee l r' s 

c val ry. T m rnin ct d, 

but t ·betw -n T m s nd chofi .... d rema ined . 1s corps and 

. re k . · wt 1s division wer ding t e ad nc er s· ea ,tr 

• . • on Ju y 

coop ati n1 

T' · tt k w u db 

divisions in ... ch n f o th right. H· W · , r, G •nn i Che t a wa 

I • d. t d . ard t at m rn mg an , t xt d divisi ' is r ig' t, a in 

nee . ss ry r Ha rd~ and t w n rai Hardee d.,,I y d 

h · tt c stU I surprised th F · der I rmy as "without notice, the en my c m 

pouring ut of the ir trencnes down upon t m (Hook r 1s m n), t e camc co-

mingled, and f ug t in many plac s · nd t hand . • 1 1 · • 

aln ond again t } men i g rey c rg d down the n is 

and fury like t newal 1s m1.:n at C nce lorsvilf • 11 • For fou hours t e ottle 

rag d a the Confed r t s ght to us th int P achtr Cr \J k . 

Trying f r a ,deci iv...-. eng gem;;;;nt s ad b n ord red, t · . s~ me n sh w d t at 
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th y kn w w to ttack d spit Ho d) accusations hat they ad een 

ruined y the Ii y ollow d r m D ton t Atianta . Ah ough ighting 

i re ly until sund wn, the C ·nf -der te rmy was inalty f reed to wit draw 

int i s t r nches os G n ral Th mas roug t up is art ii I ry which sw pt t' e 

whol fief d. lso, the advam:e of hermanls left flank was much more rapid 

t an had been xpecte d, forc ing Hood to withdraw Cl burn 's Division rom 

th tt ck and to send it to re inforce Ch at am and ·heeler wh w re ard 

pressed to prot ct tlanta . If thi re inforceme nt had not been macle1 ev n 

t gh it weak ne d the sau lt, Ch th m would have een flan ed , and 

V\ Ph r:,on wou Id have fol low d h eler f.nto the city. 12 • 

Thus, th Conf .... derate charge at Peachtre Creek failed. In fa ct, 

instead of flanking h rman, Ho d was almost flankeel h ims If. Hardee nd 

t wart : ad le d gatlant cha rges to no av it , as t ey had been repulsed with 

e ss s . obert -·etph Henry soid, · Th a ttle known s Peacntree 

C ree k, what 0 ver the cause, was a decided check with lo ses th t could not 

· e spar d. l3. 1 Hood lost 4, 796 men while herman lost only 1, 710 m n. 14 · 

N ve rthef ss, H od wa not through, as he feU bac k to the main lines f 

. tlanta nly to prepare another offen ive movement . 

The 1st f July w . s spent by h rman in advancing a nd entrenching 

his lines in fr n of th nemy f rtifications. Finding that his flanks were in-

secure, Hood feU back from · is Peachtree Cre k line to the Un s of Atlanta., 

manning them with Ch othom •s and tewart1s Corps and the G orgi troo s of 

Gene ral Smit•. inc he had a iled n t e · th, since ~ had heard that 
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~cP.1 rs n ' f t n wa s in th · ir, 1 d sin - t in o d c n iti 

Ho d cid ... d t dG ni n-

was fr , er th n t 

m nd r. 

ided y 

need t' 

a tac tn tne m rnin • 

n .... d c r s c m-

rmy nd, 

- Marde ..... c m

rt h d 

uid d - W 

otur du ing · 1e ni t J m t rd o 

C.I 

r d 

t t t 

whic 

Hard 

vi in"t f D ca ur undL ove d, H rd 

c ·< t n > t morn i g ~ 

n "' d h I ed ... a rm dv it und 

ntrenc: nt m d d 

u.., night . Moving f · until sto p d , y H f 

C o,.i Id nd 

rd r d to cfo~ 0 

h d e 

n art city , w 

I C rps . inc 

nd oce r t to 

sine t 

- nit w 

they w r 

in in 

e 

I: anw ii · , rs n s 

ilr~ad . Dodg 1s Cor s, 

t , wa m ., i ng f rw . rd to i in I air ' 

D dg d on1y 

Fut r 1s ivisi n r c iv d t 

brun th first ttac .. w' ic was r uls~d, but t 

09 in with r n-w d de rrnination . M onw He Bf 

a bee m eng ged . On re c i 1in i' is n ws G neraf Mc rs n I ft D dg 
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and was riding toward lair's line when h ran into Cleburne 1s line of 

kirmishers . Refusing to surrend r nd att mpting to gallop away, McPherson 

was m rtal ly wounded a nd di d Im st imm .... diate ly, b ing replaced by General 

Logan. Cleburne's and Man y's Divisions pressed tn .... a tta c k against Blair who 

was cut off and fore d to retr at. lthough tney a id dearly for the ground 

gained, Harde •s me n pressed on, forcing the Fed r fs to fig ' t fr m the reverse 

side f their entrenchm nts os they ad been flonk d and surprised. Soon 

Dodg a nd 81 ir were bl to form a de e nsive 'line aided by reinforcem nts 

rom ;:,chofield 's army. 16 • 

anwhUe, about 3:00 in th afternoon, Hood, who, nad been watching 

t e s rugg l from an advantageous p int in tl anta, ordered Ch atham to 

adv nee in support of Horde 's I ft a nd Smit' , with h is militia, to attack th 

weakened lines of Schofi Id, Cheath m's attack broke th Federaf lin and 

fore d t e Federals to retr at until they c:ould re orm on ig:1 ground. Finally, 

C ea am was checked by e n Uade fire rom Schofie ld•s art ii lery which Sh rman 

ad ord red up . lso, BJ air and Oodg took advantage of a lull i.n the ottle 

to reform their I ines and to throw up breastworks. Th ttack f t e G orgia 

ilitia was asHy repulsed by S ofield while T' omas attempted t break 

thr ugh t e fin .... s of ti nta. However, under cover of excellent fort i. ications, 

t wart asi ly repulsed Thomas and forced . im to withdraw. · s night fel I, 

Hardee wit drew to his I ft in rder to connect with the tlanta fortifications, 

ent renchtng and reparing to d e nd the Macon Railrood if herman continued 

to advance his J ft lank. 17 • 
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The bottle of July 22nd, commonly calJed tne Battle of Atlanta, was, 

according to · herman who set the sses at 8,499 Confede rate s and 3, 641 

Yankees, t . e hardest battl of t,e camp ign. 18. Although fighting bravely 

and · ierceJy, t he Con ·ederat s wer unobl to win t1
1e decisive victory oped 

for; and they agoin I st more men t an could be spared, as hod been the case 

t Peachtree Cre k . G neral Hood later blamed Hardee for the failure , 

saying, It had rested in is pow r to rout McPherson1s army by slmply moving 

a little forth r ,. th right; and attacking in rear and flank instead of as

saulting an entre nct ed flank. 19 • u Hood, however, who needed a scapegoat 

or his own failure , i un air as Hardee actually moved to where he was 

ordere.d and as he attacked moving columns which were not entrenched be-

hind breastworks. lthou'gh Atlanta is only sf miles from Decatur, Hardee 

hod b en orced to move fifte'"'n mil s in order to remain undiscovered and 

in order t r~ac 1 McPherson 1s flank nd rear. The facts show that the blame 

if any, lies with Mood and. not with Hardee, for General Hardee was e ntirely 

succ ssful in is movement and was repuJsed nly by a superior force after 

a hard fight . 20 • 

ot conte nt to let Hardee beor the blame, Hood also stated, uMy failure 
~ 

on t e 20t and 2 nd to bring about a general pitched bottle arose from 

th un ortunate policy pursued from Dalton to Atla n . , which had wrought 

sue dem ralization amid rank and iie as to render men u~re liable in batt e. 2 l • !I 

Hood believed that troops o t11e le -Jackson school would have been successful .. 

How ver, these w · r th same type men as those of t e rmy of Northern Vi r

ginia , and their moral and ighting ability had not been damaged in any 
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way during th campa ign to tf a nta . s the cc unt th · attle sh w_, , 

t-iey h d · ought to th b g;li f'l.;>t oveiWJ lming odds. 

There n cd bt:: no blam n t men, th y . d tri d, "'v n t 10ug th y 

had be n unsuccessful . ccord ing to H -d, t e bottl s ad e.n partial 

succ .sse as t, ey had impr v d m ral , arre st d d ~ -rti n , nd st _ pped th 

d f M P d - 1 ,. . Id 22 • Th. . a v nc o c 1 rs non Ct otl . • ts may have e n so, bu 

th g ea I ss s w.., re avy pric t p y or improving moral a nd arresting 

deserti -n, w1 i le the entr nchm nt 

and c h rs n. 

P tl _ nta could r av stopp-wd chofi Id 

If any f t · outh rn t roops ar t be cri ici ed , i , must be t e 

G orgia Mil itio who U d in th ir attack n c ofl Id ' w k position. 

, ccording to a vet ran Hk., 1atkins; th militia bea dou I -ringed circus 

wit their sh tguns, umbr Hos, nd w I king ticks . 2 • rt iess, som 

of th m proved to b good ight · rs alt ough la1 gely unr - io I • 

hen Johnston er s d the towah, Governor J seph • Brown o rde r d 

ut t militia a nd civil ffi o rs of th State . T y w r instructed to 

orga ni into two brigod s, and o · ice rs w r lect d . I t 1 y wouJd not 

d this, they were n longer exempt . The militia was of ered to Johnst n on 

he asi that the m n cou Id be recall~d if t ... inter sts o t h ·tate so r quire d. 

J hnston ace pted th o ·er, mpl ying t e mifiti guard tlanta and th 

C atta ooche- cro.,sings, but n t using them to uppl~m nt the regular troops . 

n July th , Gov rn r Brown issu d o prodamation c lling out very man 

b tw n t e ges s vent e n a nd fifty- rive able to bear arms . Neve r amounting 
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o m r , f n 4, m • , ,h mil 1tia u d by 'o d t sup1 or, ~ a rde 1 

m nt ut .1 w ,r - un u ce~ u . t · · the 

the iine f . ti nta . e militi .. m 

n - 1 c -uld .._ r i d up n. In c , ' y wou d 

v ne J nt d, f r Gov nor 

...,d c n cript; n a nd re us d t aid t e g n r ·f wa r effort, bving 

te f G ... rgi • t any tim th" mifiti c Id 

b d, :, t 

r If d und. T1 u.,,. c fd rig ti critici -y 

no f r c itici ing is arm 

~ n Jul 2"', d, h f tJ nt w i nit iat d H iol !y, s H ... d 

d w1 tl d·· w1· rm nl rmy w _ s ntr~nc: d 

nt. ft ugh H nior of icer, herm n p ointed 

G nera How rd o c m. . d t • 

1 Ge n° rfl l , t -pn n D. _ w ·" o p ini · d C mmand r of H od 1s o d 

c r s wit Ch oth m r-turnin9 t is o ld divi ion in H rde 's Corps . alk r 1 

Div ision f rd I C rps w s divid d nd r ssigned , a'" G e r l Jk r 

d b- ... n ill d nd Hard e' C r s was dep t d y th • loss s ft e 

ttl • 

In m v in on A.t i a n a I y wa of D cat"r, ... ,,ennan 1s purpos • had . en 

n ir porabf 

omi li sh d y rs n . 

aUroad, and th i d b en ac-

od pect d h rm n t continue h i m v to 
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th le t, I Ut t e u~st ion of up1 ly a nd f -• .e in r h ing the uth rn 

r i roads mad rm n decid~ the !fi f ac· i nwstomv 

t , rmy of th T ... nn ... e to ti , ig t r idly nd I of.di ga inst the rail-

road b ow ·. ti nt , 

rig t nd .;; t to ma < 

tim 

lodgement n th 

nd all t · e cavalry by t 

aeon road out J nesboro • 2 • 

n the m rning of t'1 . 27th , b t cava ry nd in"a ntry w..,r in moti n to 

t e ut • ad b n disastrous( y repu sed twic , H od was 

not ady to r ly n t i "' ntrenc m nts o his . tlon a lin • D termining 

t Moward'. right Hank whif it was in motion, h withdrew the di-

vi i ns f · ring a nd. tatt . If ( t --w rt s Corp;,) to support Gen r t S . D . 

, w was ord,.,r d to mov out on the Li kskillet ro d t a ,tack and 

d iv ward ·r t _ t o,4)d and . rom z.ra C urch • · t wci-t was rd r d 

to r m in n ar t forti icati ns to supp r • , nd to mov~ the next 

m rning (t' "' th) :. yond _ _ in an att~mpt t turn Howard 's lank and 

tt C H rde nd t militi w Id ccupy th wor of tl nto 

i Jd nd T 1oma • 27 • 

T' e Bottle of Ezra Churc n t e 28t of July wa a rep at oft tac-

tics o ti 22nd, nly muc f s succ ss ul . Twic e's m"-'n advance d 

against L~ n's C r, s with t. ir usual rav ry, oniy to be r puls d asily. 

-tew rt t 1 n mov d - is r maining tw division to e's upport w .. il lair 

nd Dodg . mov d up to aid Logan who was wound d as was tewart. Massing 

,,is artiJI ry,. H ward was uec~ssiuJ in swee ang f e ield and in d riv ing t e 

· nemy r of rang • It ough h p ing to turn t e on."'d rate r u lse int 
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rout by a counterattack on their f nk, herm n was unable to mov is 

reserves up in time to launch t attack. During t Battle of ra Chvrch, 

"" herman also oped to break tnrough into ti nta. 11 I thoug t Hood had 

greatly w akened n is main lines inside o tJanto, and accordingly sent 

repeated orde rs to Schofield and Thomas to make an ttempt to break in; 

but ot' rep rted they found the parapets very strong and fu II m nned. 28 • 

T' us, as on the ~ th and 22nd, Hood had tried to assume t 1e of ensiv only 

to b everely r pu sed. Hood skims over this battle in his m~m · irs, ut 

herman estimates the F deral los es at 700 me n and the Confed""rate loss 

at 4~ 632; -and this estimat is nearly accurate. 'l9 · Hood wa now forced to 

withdr · w again into Atlanta. 30 · 

::>ustaining his reputation for gal Jantry and reckle s courage, Hood 

hadv for the t 1ird time in a week, tried to .def at -herman s t r e armi s 

by the use tess c ,arge of a single corps. These thre battles had decimated 

is inferior army so that President Davis finally wrote · im, aThe loss c.on

sequent upon attacking him in his intrenchments r quires you to avoid that, 

if possible . 3] . u Convinced by his three ·allies that General Johnston had 

not err d in standing on th def nsive and cons rving his forces, Hood now 

wit drew to the parapets of tlanta while herman laid siege to the city. 

Both sides ·now dug in and faced ach other rom b hind prepared oreastworks. 

For mor than a mont ti e cannonade against , tlanta continued. 

Meanwhile Sherman 's cavalry moved outn or tlanta as planned. With 

his flanks trongly one ored on the Chattahoochee , herman was able to 
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utiliz all his cavalry in on ttempt to tear up t1e aeon Ra ilroad and to 

ree the prisoners ot nders nville . Coincident wi th th troop m vem nt 

f the 27th, ;)t · neman, Garrard and . cCo moved south of tlanta. 

Moving by the right lank McCook succeeded in reach.ing Loveioy•s ta

tion which is n the Mac n Road ight miles below Jonesboro and thirty 

mi ~ below . tlantQ. Unable t unite wit toneman as planned, he 

destroyed a se ction oft e ra ilroad and captured ome wagons and prisoners . 

H we v r, he was surrounded at ewnun as h was returning a nd was badly 

defeated, losing is prisoners a nd ome six hundred me n to General Jackson. 

Moving by the left flank, toneman managed to destroy a part o the Macon 

and ~ ugusta Roi J ro·ad and to s e I I th city o. Macon; but ne, too, was soon 

urrounded, and dereated by G ne ral Whe r. ith the de eat of the 

Union cavalry comple te, Hood decided to nd G e ne ral Wheeler with 

4, 000 m n in a similar op ration against Sherman s line of communication 

and supply. However, Wheeler, who moved north on /. ugust ]Oth1 did not 

hove a sufficient orce to do any real damage , althoug he moved all the 

way up to Dalton. orlier, General Johnston a nd Gove rnor Brown had urged 

that Nat ,an Bedford Forrest be sent agoinst ·he rman 1s railroad, but President 

Davis and Bragg ne ve r underst od what the cavalry might occomplis in 

North G eorgia, and therefore w uld not order Fo.rrest to o e rate in thQt ore • 

lthough Johnston had desired to initiate cavalry op rations in herman 's 

rear, he had realized that he could not spare his own cavalry or such an opera

tion. In sending V\ heeler north, Hood provided Sherman with an un xpec:ted 
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opp rtunity., as he weak n d h is orces and lost i . mooility. · 2 • 

Both ommanders admitted t i Hur of th ir cav fry o erations in 

ch ot r's rear. Hood said, u:;o v t were t' e aciliti s of t' Federal 

C mmander to rein orce is line of s irmishe rs , ext nding from as1 ville 

to tla nta that w::. could not bring togeth r a surficie nt orce of cavalry 

d 3 • t ace mplish t e . esir d obi ctiv • 11 arning t at his cavalry .ad 

been most un ucc ssful around Jonesbor , h rman still · ad his larg army f 

whil Hood no I nger had th - ad.vant g of hi superior c v lry. rman 

aid, r I n w becam atisflvd that cavofry could not , or would not , mak 

a sufficient lodgem nt th r if road below tlanta and that notning w ufd 

... u ·le but r us to reach it wit- the main army . 34 • u 

inc h is cavalry oper t i ns · d failed and since he wa unable to 

take tlanta by direct assault" herman now planned t move is army toward 

Ea t P int nd the aeon ,ail road . Understanding t e ch racter 

Con derate count rport, herman ful y expected t at sucn a movement would 

not be made without an attack rr m Hood. 1 I lwoys xpected to have a 

des r t fight to get posse sion ft e Macon oad, w ,ich was th n the v ital 

obiective of th c;ampoign. Its poss ssion by us would, in my iudgment, r suit 

in t e capture of Atlanta, and giv us the fruits o· victory . • H n the 

irst f ugust, the rmy of the Te nn ss · b gan the movement t the dg t, 

fo llowed by th Army of th Ohio that night. Hindered by d lays of all kinds, 

the movem nt of the Fed "' ral Army was muc slower than ,.. erman desired. n 

ugust 5th , Schofie ld, pp s d by Bate 's Divisi n of Hard e s Corps along 
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Cascad Road, was forced to t row up ntrenchme nts . O n the 6th ,. Schofield 

charg d in a n a ttempt to ga in c ntrof of th -oad, but Bate successfully r -

pul sr.-d t. e attack, ait ug· orced t wi thdraw to th main Confede rate J ine 

that night. . ct ofle ld r ported to erman, 1 I am compelled t acknowle dge 

t at I ave totally failed t make any aggr ssive mov me nt with the Fourte nth 

Corps . 36 · rr After the af a ir with ,Bate, -'h rman decided t risk no more 

assau lt . Continually moving s uthwest under cover f darkness towa rd the 

coveted railroads, he was c ntent t sheU the cit)' while push ing ,is ntrenc ·)

ments s cl s t th fortifi cations as possih le , · ringing up 4 1/2-inc ri· ied 

Parrott cannon to supplement h is r gufar artif I ry, s: ermon ca nnonad d the 

ci ty w ii . extending h is Un , which were tr tched as far as consid r d 

safe , slowly t ward is right. n ugust 9th, the t mpo th ombardm~n 

was incr a d. 37. 

' If any one day of t -e ::t i ge was w r than all ot · ers, it was t at 

red day in ugust, when all th fires of ell nd afl the thunde rs of the uni -

vers d to be blazing and roaring ov r tlant .--- hot and shell rained 

in ev ry direction . Great volume-, f sulphurous smoke rol l~d over the town, 

traii.ing down tot e ground; and through this stifling g l om the sun gfar d down 

iike a great red ey peering thr ugh a br nz col r d cloud. It was n tiis 

day of horrors th t the destruction f human I ife was greatest om ng the citiz ns . 

shell e ras! d into a h u on the corn r f . lliot and Rhodes .:streets . The 

e, pfosion kill .... d r. -arn~r, t e superintendent of the gos company, and his 
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si -ye r- 1d daught,.,r . I l • w , ymg n · ed side by side t t time. 

T ei1 b di s w ~r- fr ightfu ly mang d and t ey di d ins ntiy, ps with-

ut kn wing what had ill d t' m. , w, man who w s ir ning om c ot s 

in a h us on Pry r ..tr- t b -twv · n T · ~ e tn dist C1 urc and Wheat tr e t 

rn ve nu ) w s st' uc , y a s 

Con.ed •rate of icer wa tending i-n th fr nt yard, taking I av dy 

f fl hou ·, w n a ursting ' o il m rtally wounded ,im and t' I dy's lit

ti boy . Th tw vi --tims Wf.;re aid idc. by sid on the gr s under th tr s, 

nd in w minut s they b th bed t deat • \. 38 . 

r d nd bled during th sieg • 1 rman 

said in dispatch t Ha le ek, ' . n th ing is c rt in, whetner w ~ get ins id 

ti nt· or not, it wH 

it . rman !aid si g to t.,e city, tf anta ad o en 

f ling th pine of war and wond ring what th outcom - would e . any 

peo I t . ught t 

tant ~1', ats would me n t los o t c:ity . N v rt · el s., Ii e we nt on, 

a·· t, y ung ladies · 

d nces at nig~ t . 40 • 

d core or t e wounded during t, day and tt nded 

n Jun 18th, J m s R. Crew wrot h is wi e, ny 

situ ·ti n is n b t1· r or us . n thou and ;)ick s fdi rs in by the st t train 

t is • Iv • This pl ce is t be a gr t ; os it L I v no dotl t t at t• · 

hurc -sand
1

rivat ·~r~ide nc s will bet ken be rel ng f _rth sick.41. " 

Wlte nwl ilc , t'rices ood od ris·· n so · igh ($ r a und or c 

utt r, $,,5 bu h\:, I c· weetp t t , s, etc.) tnat ti nt ·nsc nc ct d If 
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kinds f dishes kn wn as 11 Blockadc Pudding u or ·1 Sherma n Ha~hn. 42 . 

G du I y e e situati n b come mor c~ riou st i tw armies n ared 

the icinity of ,. ti nto . ve n fr m w H p Church th ... guns wer udi ' le 

in th distanc , a nd at K n saw th le e t they could almost f llow 

the t id ~ ~ battf • - • P. "' icha ds wr te on Ju ly l t , uThis nas b n a 

sod d · y in our city for it has b en quite evid nt for s m ... days past tha there 

is a gre t ossh,,i I ity f -ti a nt f fling int the hands of t en my I and t e 

en in a com I t swarm o I d y and for vera i day • 43 • 11 
' n 

i' sam day t e Fed r I s1 y in t e cit , J. C. Moore, r p rted t t th 

pvl ce wa in a turmo il, that many of the citiz nry w r · dep rting, nd 

t t va t amount of macninery ad be .n sent t ugusta . 44 • 

n Ju l, Ot' , the first Yank e s! elf ell in ti ant , killing littl 

gi { at th corn r of Ivy and Ellis Streets . The sieg of At lanta had b gun. 

n July 2 · rd, Ri chards wrote, ! V have had considerable taste of th beauties 

of _ om' rdment today . T e n my av thrown a 9. at many h- 11s into t 

city nd scared the w me n a nd children and some the me n pretty b dly . 

Th is s ms t m to b very bar' arous mod of carrying on war---. 45 · t, 

During the si ·g . Hood prot st d t e bombardme nt f the ci ty, writing ·horman 

v r I l~t·ers in wh ich h xpf in d that the de nsiv Jines wer a mil out-

side of t e city, that ther were t ousands of non-combatants in the city, and 

t. at t i..; dvliberat s' elling was bar r us in th -, tr me . However, Sherman 

r pl i d that w r w s tt v ry sci n<. barbarism and that tlanta was not 

a p .oc obi~ c mmunity but o chi f mil itory and manufactvring d .p t which 
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must be de vastated. 46 · Thus, th m -ordm nt w uid e ntinue unt il · herman 

bvgan his movement to the south At lanta . Eventuatfy, the pe pi b · came 

u ed to the shefHng nd w .nt about their very day . usin ss as w .II as pos

sible . H we ver, many t i d t · leave, and th trains were e r wded with th 

lucky nes and tne stations with the unluc ky on -s . 47 • . n August 1st, Ric ords 

wrote, n---There is nothing much to at in . tlanta , thougn if we ke p the 

ra ilroad we will not starv , f t rust. 48 • 1 Fo.r the rest oft e month, th b m

bardme nt continued until finally , on August 25th , the shelling ce s do t·he 

enemy had d ert ~d the ir camps around th city. Hood co ncluded t at 'h _ rman 

had withdrawn b hind the Chattahoochee. 49 • This wa not the ease, how ver., 

as the F de r I Army had withdrawn to move south, not north toward the river. 

V\ h lle continuing to r in dest ruction on the city I herman d ecided to 

mov the entire army on t. e Mac n Roilroad as had previou fy been planned . 

- n the 15th , General Cox 's C rps advanced to cover the erossl,ng of th 

Compbefltown and '-'"'ast Point r ads, form ing the adv. nee right f S1erman 1s 

rmy which would be the pivot for th move south of Atlanta. n the som day 1 

Kil atric k's cavalry was sent to attempt to destroy t roilroods. , lthough 

Kilpatrick made an entire ci rcuit around Atlanta, he was un _ble t d any 

fasting damage , as Jackson had been aware of the movement and had follow .d 

h im.. T is movem nt re-emphosi -- d the f ct t at the F de ra l cavalry was not 

strong en ugh to break· the roi road. herman now decided to e ntrench locum 's 

Twe nt ieth Corps at the Chattah ochee r idge a nd swing th rest of th army 
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• utJ . rd ,rhg oH i ggag ·, L: tf r ar nd ten d ys at i ns for c 

rmy, , • rrnan . eg n is movem nt on T u sd y I August qr n ti ,5th 

t a r· I n f wh i c 
I T 

dvi.ed, I i ft t .e 2' t 'i Cor s at t i Ch 

r D p rtm nt d b ,, n u !y 

I t• 

lane , of the rmy 'I drew f fr m th iege, using .. om con ide r arti-

flc to mislead th n my. SO . r H od w s ind ed d e iv d, nd th 

1 -idly out , r ach ing t ;A,t1anto- ,)st int .<oih ad n t 

t ing u tw Ive mif s of it. ch i..,fd remain d e or . Jl nt unt il 1he 

28t w ,en l m v d t '-'oll 

At f st re liz ing t 

r two a rmies b.;.y nd i:: ast Point . ... ] • 

herm n wa· not withdrawing fr m t lanta, but 

hot h was mov ing is ntire army n his line of communication, H d 

rd r d Ha,de 's nd J e s Cor s to J nesboro to ott "'k n t ., morning f 

t e ' i01·h . 11 The Fat of /J tf nta r st d upon Hardee ' . I. • ... , 1 1ty, wr , ~ tw corps, 

w nt ' y ii with aff his troop w· ii Cf burne r ug t up the r •st . How ve r, 

Cl burne w dJay d How rd's m •n wh !ready occupi d t · roads h~ 

· f - nn · d t tok , forcing h im to mak a new r ad. It was nine 1eioc · n the 

m ning f the 1st b ... r. r., C L urn w s in po;.it ion, nd L ,. 1 Corps did not 

rrive until fw hours I t r . r• fi ug H rdee te legraph d Hood to com to 

the r nt, d cl ined and d~eid • d t r •main in 11.t J nta . e onwhile, th- d lay 

d given the Fed ral rmy a c 1anc to 

1cf . in the afternoon, H rrk dv nc d g in .. t th , ,rmy of t e 
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Tennessee, with his-fl . re st attack fall ing on Hazen•s Division of Logan's 

Corps. lthough a ·urious as auf t , th is attack did not carry the weight o 

form r efforts, largely du to a mix up in the signals between e and 

Cleburne, with t e result th t Cleburne took little part in the of a ir . During 

t e a ternoon, Schofie ld attacked and seized th rai I road ot Rough nd 

Re dy, immediately eginning to destroy tne tracks. On hearing of the en

g gem nt at Rough and Ready and b f re receiving news of Hardee's attack, 

Hood orde r d e;s Corps to return to tlanta whil Hardee was ord red to 

cov rt, railway as best he could. Cleburne, who had evid ntly een 

forgotten, succeeded in reac ing Lovejoy 's · tation, although almost having 

his whol corps captured. Indeed, confusion re igned in tlanta, as Hood 

Del iev d that the city could no longer b h Id. The fail ure at J nesboro, 

according t Hood, gov to th Fed ral rmy the control o the aeon 

Rood and thus necessitated the ,evacuation f tlanta at th earliest possible 

hour . 54 • Howev r, Hardee managed to entrench and hold his line against 

Howard, sending w rd to Hood that n could top an advance for a while . 

By the night o the 31st, Sherman had po$Session of the rai I road from 

Rough and Ready to near Jonesboro; and he expected that the entire Confeda rate 

rmy would attack 1 im there the next day ,, so h sent word to locum to dis

cover the conditions in • . tlanta and t ent r the city if possible . T. e next 

day, the Federal rmy was engaged in breaking up the railroads when. Sherman 

I arned that Le I Corps had been wit drawn during the night and t at Hardee 

alone opposed im. lthough only wanted to force t evacuation of tlanta 

- Page 68. -



and to obtain c mplete poss ssion of th.::: railroads, Sh rman now decided to 

ca.II 'IP Thomas wit the Army f t Cumber and to make an eff rt to sur

round a nd captur Hardee 1s is I ted corps. The attack was a vigorous one 

in w!1ich General Govan's whole brigade a nd two atteries of artiH ry w re 

captur d. Howev r, Harde L left and cent r he ld on white Granberry4s 

rigade moved over to e ver th gap . If night ad not fallen, Hardee, de

spit his ·urious resistanc · , would probably hov been cut off as Sherman 

had hop d • 56 • 

1,iie Hardee wash lding ofr T omas on :,eptember 1st, H od wa pr -

paring to abandon ti.onto . Lee's Corps turned and marched from Jon s oro 

toward Roug and Ready, pr te cting the movement of .. tewart • a nd Smith 's 

Corps from · tlanta . At five o• cl ck in the afternoon, th troops marc1 d 

out f tlanta on the McDonough Road tow · rd Lovejoy tation, and during 

t e nig t Hardee ev cuated · is lines and moved to ioin Hood . By midnight , 

nly a ew cavaf rymen remained in the eity, and hey left after blowing up 

s v n locomotives and e ighty-one cars full of ammunition and uppli s. 

Th se xplosi ns were a fi nal signal to ermon that . tlanta had een won, 

and th next day, S ptember 2nd, the Fedt..ral rmy e ntered the appre e nsive 

city.57. 
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C apter VIII 

Although he follow d Hood to Lovejoy .:>tation, ._ .herman de cided h:> 

return to tionta and rest his entire army while he I.aid his plans for the 

fai I ~nd winter. " I concluded to await the i.nit iative o the enemy, sup

posing that he would be forced to resort to some desperat campaign by the 

clamor raised. rn t r e outh on account of the-great loss to them of the city 

Ol Atlanta . 1 • i M anwhile, Hood remained at Loveioy tation, trying to 

gather together the remains o his defeated army . 

The Atlanta Campaign was over, and Shermon had won. If his ob-

_ctive had be n Johns-ton 's (Hood-s) ormy, he eould not have claimed suc

c·ess . Because of th importance of Atjanfo, however 1 hern,an. could claim 

a great victory, as the capture of the City of Atlanta hod b" en his real , 

though unstated; obiective . In his memoirs Sherman wrote , n-·-Although 

the destruc:tion of Hood's ormy W(]S the real obiect to be desired, yet 

Atlanta was known as t. e 1Gote City of th South 1 , was ful I of foundries, 

arsenals, and machine shops; and I knew that its capture would be the death-. 

knell of the Sout1ern Confederacy. 2 • 0 In reporting hi.s suc.cess on September 

the 7th, Sherman wrote, uThat same night, Hood i.n Atlanta, finding all his 

railroads broken and in our posse$sion, biew •UP , is ammunition, seven f.oco-

motives, and ighty cars, and vacuated Atlanta, which, on the next day, 

eptembGr · nd .. was occupied by the corps left for that pUrpose, Mai .-G n • 
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locum commanding, we following the retreating re I army to near Lov ioy 1s 

tation., thirty miles south o ti nto.- w 1er , finding im strongly intrenc ed, 

I concluded it would not tpay' t assault as w..., alre d had 1· e great obiect 

ft ecampaign, viz ., tlanta.---lf tat is not success ldon 1t knoww ot 

is. ~- ' Sh ·rman was correct; t captur of tlanta was success. If tlont 

were. not t e obiectiv of the Federal rmy, t en there was no sound military 

rea on for put ing the army rom Hood 1s front backward into t e city and 

permitting Hood to pursu .... whatever plans e had ror r st and r cruidng. 4. 

In Virginia, els army ad e n a nd had remain d Grant 's ob;e ... tiv ; but in 

Gaorg1a, . tlanta nd not the Confederate rmy ad been erman1s obi ctiv • 

erman now took possession of t a city witn the rmy of the Cum rland 

in tfanta, th rmy o tne hio in D c tu , and the rmy or the T nn~sse~ 

. 5 at ost o int. • · inc Hood had not bot ered oFicial ly t surrend r th city 

to G n ra1 herman, Mayor Jam s M . Calr n rode out with s.._verol o h is 

councifm n to do so. 6 • As Gen ral herman was south o tlanta, Cal oun 

surrendered to General "locum, who wired "'ecretary of War tanton that 

ti nta had o icfotly c::apitulated. 7 • 

- n :ept mber 7th, Hood r ceived a etter rom General herman saying 

that h was going to r mov",:0 all non-combatants and mak -tlanta a fortres;) . 

Prov·iding ·ood and transportation, herman would i low the peop.le to go nort 

or south, dep nding on t eir wi hes, and he woul.d allow slaves to go wi th 

their m st ·rs if t ey sod sir d. n Sept mb. ... r 9th, Hood replied that h had 

no ther choice, but that ,e consid red it an act of tudi d and ingenious cruelty 
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to take families rom th ir r.iresides . h .rman repli d that H od had been th 

cru . ne as he ad h d , is I in o d · to tlanta. Howev r. Hood argu d 

t a t r h d b ~ n nly temporary works a nd that . ti nta was not a reguJ rJy 

fortifi d city . 8 • T 1 se Ltt rs wer c;arried b Ja ii and Jam s . 

Crew, w wa lat r kill din 1865 in tlanta ya N •gr s ldi r . 9 . ·ow-

.... v r, . herman was det .. rmined t ·xp-1 th ♦ pe pl and burn th city, as l e 

wrote H llc;ck, 1 I the pl raise a howl against my b r . rity and cruoity, 

I wil answ rt~ t war i w .rand not p puf rity see ing. 1 • 1 And h w l tn.., 

peopl did., headed y Mayor Cal 1oun who r p at dly w nt t se - herm n to 

pl ad or the city, but ·herman r fus d t giv in. 11 · 

T, army wagons c rried t exile to Roug and· R dy, w ich w " t 

d signated place fort ' , C1 onge o pris n ... rs,. nd Hood 1
~ w g ns c rri d t em 

on to th t✓acon and W stern ilroad at veioy' t ti n. T condition f 

t1ep1,;1 pf was ad wh ile t'e lav wer a sy _. butte toryof " tJantaand 

it p ople a ter th capture and destruct ion . th· city cann t b told h 

u ·ic it to say th t t e citi~ens r turned to find fonta filled wit th usonds 

.f own des and al m st wild dogs and cats, wit1 t re -fourths o t ouildings 

t rn down or burned and nin -tenths. o the property value dcsf'roy d. 1, • In 

a tter to 1, is wi· writ n n D c mber 1st, 1864, Jams 0 
.. Crew gav a fist 

of h particular " ous s destroy d and of t e persons wr o d r turned, h n 

said that ' It w wld impos i f e for m to giv you. a true d cription matt rs 

int 1at once lourish ing city. Iv. u 

h rm n did not t fir t t , e city unti l he was r ady to I av , for h and 
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t rmy . t vd in tlan a f r v ral weeks of rest. The city de e nses w re 

drawn in and strengt en -d w if lea , es and url ughs w r granted. herman 

xp ct d Hood to move n t e Y., e te rn a nd ti antic Ra il r ad nd e was 

int...,d as H od m ved across t1e Chatt hooc'1 e _ n the 7tn in an 

att mpt to 9-t h rm n t band n · tlant . • leaving 

C r s in ti cit , herman d id abandon . tlonta, ut h ke pt betw .,n th 

city a nd Hood's rmy. J od w ..i moving too fast t do any harmJ' and e rman 

ai -~ d n ct ber 26th that h..., could gain nothing by simpiy following; 

return t tJanta and march ocr s G rgia to avannah, 

feaving horn s in c arg of d fe nding Te nn ss • From Nov ~mber 1 th through 

D c mber 21 t , .. : · e rm n s m · n marched through G eorgia, de stroying very ... 

th ing in their path . Aeanwhil , Hood moved into Te nn ssee where he was 

badl y beat n at the B t tl f fr n d in on November 3 _ t, . n o ~cem r 15th 

and l6t he mad st , nd t NasnviHc ut was aga in def at d, retreating to 

Tu,, o, Mi sissippi, wh r - General Beauregard took ov r t' e remnants of th 

b ot •, n army . 14• 

The campaign f r -lento ad begun n May 2nd wh n t e Confederate 

ick ts we r~ driv n bac . rom Tunn J Hill preparatory t the ge neral Union ad

v nee, and had nded on " ptember 2nd w 1en ·~tocum•s Corps marched into 

/\-t lanta. T' firing and skirmish ing never ceased for one day of this campaign, 

ev n th gh the r was not a pitched battle daily. The strategy and tactics of 

both Sherman and J hn t n had b en e ·c lle nt. J hnston would occupy a strong 



posit i n and h~fd S _ rman . ock until t Feder command r's su d r num-

bers made it p si f or .. im initict a lanking m vement gainst J o nston 1s 

line J communicati n nd sup . ly. Y~r non ~ t s fton ing movem.;. nts 

eaug t J hnston by surprise, f r 1 ~ wou d wai t unt il th ... last possi le m m nt 

a nd then r-.. reat und-r cove r o·~ d rkn .; t ms oovt pr p ; ed positions . ·ach 

o th s retrea s was a mod .... l , a n th ing was _·ver I · · t beh ind . In fact , four 

gun.. s' ot esaco [) cause ,~ood J ad pfac d t em fo r in dv nee o t. e Con-

fine s '(t. e posit ions a nd lin -s still ther , today) repr sent t e n-

ir t t i of mate rial I st bctw on Oa ton and Johnsto n I remov f fr m c mmcmd. 

rrnan also kn -w 1 w to mare , -fv d, and fight a large a rmy; and n is vie

tori -s w r- is own, as ·1e pl nned we ll, gave speci , ic vrders, and moved 

quickl y a nd kifltu ly . Bot:1 gen rol th ught htg ,fy of ach o ther, and each 

sustain d the oth r 's o inion .in tn tlanta Campaign . 

t,A ior Pierson wrote that ;1 loody campa ign w - one in whic1 • ac 

n -w posi, ion was gained by the on I or lost y t, e ot r, oniy after p· rsi te nt 

assaults, or by continuous pressur and struggle met by obstanat _ and brave de

fense ._ 15 • 11 Hs oou d not be mor correct in th is stateme nt. n r could he bet

ter sum up th;:\ eeiing f h e F deral rmy on its capture of ~ tlanta . °For us 

it was a glori°"s morning . ---lt m ant the e nd of the c.ampaign of more than 

one hundred days of olmo t c ·ontinuous fig ttng, upon eac o ne of which, some

where along the ines,, could have b en ,eard th sound of war j t e sharp 

crack of the riff of t e ou-tpost , the rattle of the ski rm is.-, or the roar f a ful I 

ine o: bottle, the end of a campaign of more t an on hundred miles of marching, 
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maneuvering , struggling, scarcely on f which was made unopposed---. 16 • ~ 

According to J. P. Dy r, there w re two tragedies of the tlanta Cam

paign:. Johnston 's refusal to explain his strategy, a,nd his fa ilure to win over 

Hood and Davis; and Hoocl 1s failure to realize that his strategy was wrong, ond 

t at he should have fa llen back as Johnston had done and as Lee was doing. 17 • 

· Johnston had brought to the rmy of Te nnessee soldie rly .intuition, training 

and experience; and he was an exce llent commander who showed vigor and 

intelligence Jn the campa.ign. Not wanting to appoint Johnston in the first 

place, Davis had sullenly refrained from giving him any assistance whatsoeve r, 

a.nd left him in entire ignorance as to the approval or condemnation of his 

plans until it wa;; too late. 'Th United Stat s have the means of collectl'ng 

two great armie - here and in Virginia. Our government thinks they can 

raise but one, tnat of cou.rse t-n. Virginia . ]8 • 1
' Davis never recognized that 

a victory in Tennessee was improbable and, even if possi·bfe , would not have 

been decisive, while a defeat would mean utter destruetion. Johnston had 

rorced ::,,herman to consume seventy-two days in covering one hundred miles and 

was preparing to attack with an army stronger than that at Dalton when he was 

removed . 19 • 

The removol of Johnston and the promotion of Hood was the greate st mis

ta·ke of th . campaign. In one week Hood had so decimated the Confederate 

Anny t at Davis had to order him to resume the defensive. s to the end, of the 

campaign, ne ithe r Hood nor Sherman could boast of the ir operations. fter the 

25th , Sherman was never os organized as he usually was. If Sherman were 
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unorganized, Hood _was c:ompJetely bewildered, as he fir t thought Sherman 

was retr ating and then thought that he was advancing northward instead of 

to the south . Thus, Hood missed the opportunity to strike Sherman's rear and 

flank, an op,portunlty which a forded muQ.h more chQnce of success than had 

the movements of the 20th, 22nd, and 28th of July. Hood was brave, but 

· e did not have the capacity for .commanding a large army, or for combating 

an army such as that under Sherman • 20 • 

The capture of Atlanta deprived the Confederacy of four maior rai1roads 

which carried supplies to all parts of the South . It also depdved the Southern 

armies of the munitions and material which the factories and foundries of 

Atlanta hacl: been tu.ming out. finally, ft deprived the outh -of mvch of its 

remaining will to fight. 

The .)outhern Recorder wrote on Sept mber 13th that I the possession of 

Atlanta by the enemy is a severe blow to Georgia and, we may say, to the 

rnilit,ary operations of the Confederate government.. 1 21 · Gene ral Lee, in 

Vfrginia, could continue his brHliant movements and defense on·ly w long as 

n~ c:ould depend on the vital supplies brought by tail from Georg1a, which · ad 

become the heartbeat of th Confed racy with its warehouses of meat and grain 

a'nd its factories of clothing, venicles, munitions, and weapons. 22 • The 

secondary base for t.ee•s army, tlanta was the primary base for the Army of 

Tennessee . The faU of Atlanto also de-prived the South -of needed soldiers. 

11 According to our Lieutenan.t-Generol 1s est imate the rebel desertions amount 

to one regiment per day. Every rebel rev rse like the fall of Atlanta multipHes 
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in a continually Iner.easing ratio th number of thes .... de.sertions. 23 . 11 In 

addition to the desertions, th re were the losses of t ,e At lanta Campaign 

wh ic I amounted to 34,979 Confederates and 31,687 Federals, 24• The 

Union armies could replenish t ese ios-· s, butt ,e Confederate armi s could 

no long r be reinforced. 

T e "all of Atlanta cf so ·1ad a great ffect on the l ... tions in the 

ort · • ccording to Robert - f ph H . nry, t ere are always consiclerations 

of poHtics in war, and t is was espec,ial ly so wit tlanta as she was to be 

victory for .th - - , T lection of, b ·aham Lincoln. ~5 • The midsummer of 1864 

had b ·en a dork period int: e North which had been full of high expecta-

tions in IV'tay . t. ough oppo ed by muc w oker forces, bot herman and 

Grant hod bogged down . ort- , tlonta and Petersburg. In Virginia the 

,f deral oss;;;s at pottsylvonia, t'1e WUderness, C Id Harbor and Petersburg, 

totalied more t an for t e rest of the war combined in t at area. The Federal 

Government wa ~aring rvmbies of di _sc;atisf. ction, while the Peaee Party 

wos gaining strength daUy. li In sue· an hour, Sherman's bugle note of vio.• 

tory came strong and clear ·om out o the depths of G-orgi _ • 26 • ' For the 

remainder off . e wart ere was gr at reioicing and efotion as t e North now 

held tne nGate City11
• Thus, the morale Influence of Atlanta was terrific. 27. 

~ ith the ioss of Atlanta, it would be only o matter of time before the 

Confederacy wouid be completely beaten, In G orgio, t 1e grand strategy 

of the last year o the war had been sueeessh,I. 
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Chapter IX 

peculation 

The campaign is over, but the speculation and econd-guessing continue 

even today. The los of tlonta was a terrible blow to the Confeclerocy and 

a great boost to the North. One of th accusations against Johnston had een 

that r e would have abandoned · tl.anta withovt o fight. If this were true , 

Johnston should have been removed; but G eneral Johnston hgd fut ly planned 

to defend · tlanta, or he real i:zed the great importance of tne city to both 

sldes. This raises an interesting, though purely speculotive question. Could 

At lanta have been f-.eld if the change In c;ommanders hod not occurred 

Hood, Bragg and Davis al I said that Johnston pJanned to aba.ndon t lanto 

wit out a fight , but the evidence doe not support their contention. · tlanta 

I ad been strongly fortified eve n before the campaign opened, and it is not 

to be supposed •that a general of Johnston*s capacity and defensive ability would 

not take full advanta9e of the breastworks of Atlanta as he had done of the 

breastwo.rks of New Hope Church, .Kenesaw, and other places. Johnston wrot , 

1Everything seen about Atlanta proved tnot it was to be de e nded. We had been 

strengthening ft a month, and nad made it, under the circumstances, impregnable. 

We had de ended Marietta, which ad not Q tenth of its strengtn, twe nty-six 

days . Ge neral herman appreQiated its strength, for e made no attack. I 

asse rt that ad one of the other Ueutenant-Generals of the army (Hardee or 

Stewart) succe ded me, tlanta would ave been he ld by the rmy of Te nness e . 1 • n 
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E, .ry ing a - ut Atl nt • did rove t' t it w s i o ' d ndcd. 

' itj t 1e • ·f o-f Vi...,ks ur9 n July 4f, 186"\ '. C n der t G v m-

m n'· b cam ·o~ t afe ty th cit" s to t. s , sp;.-

• t t CIOI y . onto . 

Gr nt, 

the cit 

n July 1~th, C f-on I J,. F. Giim Colone l l. . 

ngineer o '" t D p rtm ni .. G orgi , in r gord t fort i ·ying 

nt ; an.d o lonel Grant ropli nd C i ne l • M. 

'rig' t, Comm, nd~r oft! e g rris.on, would ' O' and surv y m de 

t font a nd o · t Ch tt f oc e cro si ngs . C Ion Gr n f· al o qu -t d 

n hundred i c-ks, and fi ty • ,_ 

af d -, : ns :, .. n · ugust 4tri, rt d that t . e de '= ndv-- w rks had 

v n >mmence d a e Cha ttah oc, -:.e f,~, ri .nd t a t th ort ific t ions f 

"h city w ufd b a r bl m . cond nly to of Riehm . d,. 

wit' cordon f ncl d re stwor ~ ·~ with in up ting distanc oi · c '. . ther. 

twe lv mil s in t nt, wit n to fi ft e n C" nt r of 

e · i st nc · a · ra t 9.i c points. In rd"'r t aciHtate t is work, Jo n V" • Hunt 

was authori acd to ir 9roes rom t ir ners a t $25 pe r mont. or on dol-

~ar per working day, to paid to the own\?r • Eac coun y was levied for 

it qu to o _lav wh·ic:h we re ntto tlontato workonthefortificati ns. 

By O ctober 30th, 186 , Colon f G rant was obi~ to report that he hod n orly 

compfeted a lin of def -n ·s consi~ting s nh. n r _doubts n promin nt 

. in nces connected by ri le f)i ts. T e r doubt h • d .r.;ve foce~, he angf es 

varying with t e contovri t i Is , and eocn was to contain five guns. n. 

t ·1 way from Mis issippi to ort: Georgia to assum command of the · rmy of 
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Ta nnesse , G e neral Johnston no~ed the improved fa c.ifities in . tlanta . 2 · T e• 

work on the fortifi cations continu 0 d1 with Colonel Grant requesting more 

labor rs on March 8th, 1864. tlanta was be in_g made an admi rable base for 

the rmy of T nne see . 3 . 

The strengthening of the defe nses continue d as ,.. erman•s army approached 

d o er to Atlanta . During the e ntire campaign, General Joh nston had made 

sure that breastworks would be prepared in his rear before he was ready to use 

them . Ce rtainly, he would not ignor the breastworks of i tlonta. uc aptain 

Grant had be-en employing a fo rge body of ,f obore s In st rengtheni.ng them, y 

my direction,. since the beginning of June •. 4. 1 Just after h i removal , Johnston 

said to Hood, in explaining his plans, 1---W • could take .refuge in ;. tJanta 

which w could old indefinitely for it is too strong to be take n by assault and 

too extensive to be invest-..d. This would win the campaign, the object of which 

the country supposed . tlanta to be. 5 ,. c.., 55 1 000 troops, however, would be 

n ~eded to man fuf ty the I ines of Atlanta. Johnston real ized thl.s1 and had 

considered it in h is campaign strategy. Th - defense of ttanta was his primary 

reason for maintaining h,is uarmy in being · • ·'In the course condemned by the 

Pr sf de nt 1 01.1r troops always fighting under cover, had losses very trifling com

pared with those they inflicted; so it was not unreasonable to suppo$e the nu

merical superiority of the Federals was reduc d da ily, nor to hope that we might 

e able to cope wit It on equal ground beyond, the Chottahooehee , where de.

eat would be its dest ruction. 6 • n ht:n h reached tlanta, Johnston had the 

numbers to defend tlanta a nd also enough me n to leove his e ntfre cavalry free 
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tom ve on .., m n 1.s rout..., f sup1 y . 

T 1e ·acts ! ow f at Jo, nst n d fin it ly 

althoug . Hood, for on ., do s no ogre • •· cc rding to Mo d, Jo ns n had 

1 -ui lt rong orcastwor.,, · b • re, onJ to abandon t e m, as in t :1e mountains 

r . ort1 Ge rgia at Dalton ond x;..Saca ~ Jso, h ood says t at Johnston 

would ave a _ar,doned , ichmond in H362 and tho l e w• ul.d hove . andonE.id 

en f .. -, i,n command. 7 • Jo, nston, ·1ow v .r, agre d with 

Gov mor rown, w10 wrot Davis on Jun 28t. , , i i n~ed not cal.I you ott ..... n-

t ion to the fact t.1at t ,is plac E:J i ,o ,· I';;; Con ederac:y a,mosf' as important a 

rt Js to the ,umcm oody. We mu t • oJd it. 8 · I i · ides tt sm::ng.t' ening 

, t , ·- d - '= ·nsas under · is rder;J and his communicQ._i n to G neral H . d, 

J o rnston s owed in ·· 1er ways t at e planned to d6 and t ant'1. He brought 

up . eavy ri led cannon rom Mo iie , and e requ tvd t' at G ·n ral Forres.t be 

ass-igned to h im t'o aid 1is organic cavalry in striking Sr1erm n 1s r or. I· 

,;) 1erman 1s supp y .ine w r ruincd1 e would oe forced ei r to re treat or to 

fight gain t t ,e en r-0nchment o" tlcmto . S~ rman ·would have fittf e eh nee 

of success in . ssouiting · tlcmta., ·act whic , e well recognized. Ge neral 

Howard said that O tlanta appeared to us ika a wc U-fo. tifiod c;itad I wit, outer 

d ,. . 9 . n tnni:.:r worKS. • · brea into the city on several occasions, 

but ound the works t o S rong , _·· v •,,•ile this oatt·le was in progress, Scho ield 

in t 10 center and Thomas on the right mode e fort t break t roug intrE.nchments 

at theii fronts, but foond them too strong to ossauh . 10-. · Th is oecurred during 

th battl of the 2 ~nd .f July w i en tlanto wos h~ld by only half tne Confederate 
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re • 

L , J f n t n • s fam it y r • : n -d in t' c Hy • n Ju y 1 Ot , , t e 

Fed ~at spy I J. C . M ore , r port d t .a t e ad bQ n at J hnston 1s head-

quarters in ti ant , ar.d that h. d • n IV.rs. Jo nst n nd other adies 

having "io fific - .; n} • 11 • If Jo. nston w re p,anning t:o a andon Atlanta, 

r if d .u,)tcd h is succ ss in def nding h"' city , ·,e c rt my would not 

have Lft .i is family th re , but would ave moved t' e.m sout, to M con, as 

1 did aft r his rem va l . , cc rding · oliard, the situation in Georgia was 

bette r tl n in Virginia ., as John ton, who h d nev · r lost an army nor impair d 

o·cy in ony way,. -Id · tlanta more secur ly 

t han e did Ric' m, nd. 12 • Du tot e growing cdtic.ism of Jo1nston 1 two 

Aiabomians1 Repr · ntative Francis • Lyon and Senator Ric ard M . \J. al e r, 

stopped in f r a personal investigation . Th -y discove red, as did ~nator 

8 . H. Hill of Geor,gia, w: o was a cJ se supporter o Davis, that th univ rsal 

opinion was 1+,at Johnston's pol icy was iu-clicious or.cl neces ary I and t at the 

army a nd t e peopl ,ad full confid nee in 1,i aoility to de end tlanfa. 1~. 

Thus, a.I I indications point to the foct t ,at Johnsh'>n was planning to 

d · fe nd ,(' t lanta. If he had only made Bragg nd Davis gware o · that fact, ha 

mig t never av been removed . Fort Vvalker in Gran a rk tiU stands as a 

m nume nt to the . ard labor ond ngineering genius o Co lonel G ant, showing 

th possibillti .... o. works whic were n~ver fully t st-d nor used, l4. for 

G ne ral Jc1 n B. Ho d w s not a man to ref y on entrenc' men s . 

,' cc rding to Hood, 11 T rock( ss 1 attacks around tlanta - so designated 

- Paga 82 . -



General J m-t . n - nubf d us to Id t at ci ty f rty-sLc days; ereas, 

he aband ned, in ixty- i du}' , n hund ed miles : harri ory , ond de-

m r I ized the army. had m int ined ,. e , dur ing f rty- ix days, 

of an unt nobl:s po.it ion and ad battf ed Im st inces on-t ly, day and night, 

with a f re ut 45, 000 og inst an rmy f 106,000 ff ct iv - 1 fl u ,ed 

with i tory upon ict ry from Dalton t ,~tlonta. 11 15 • This st tement f 

Ho, d 1s i an v i us att mpt t iustify his defen f / tf nta, lacing t ,e 

blam " r his failure on J 1nst n. av s n t at J hnston ad f ·t 

not! ing out real .... state from Dalton t tfanta, t a t ti army was f r from 

dem ra lized, and that ti nta W O"- a tenable positi n which J hn ton lanned 

to d~f nd. It is signifl ant that H od, w o a lways und r sfimated th F~derol 

rm · ond ov ;f ~stimated th Confederate a\rn,y whi I John t n was In command, 

is now er stimat lng herman army a nd underestimating i · own. Wh n 

h..,, took ver the army, Hood hod o er 60, 000 m n plus t e G orgia Militi . 

Hi-- disastrous attacks decimated th Army of T nne ss a nd forced th ,va

cuation of tlanta. 

ccording to Hood 1 tlanta was an unte nable ositi n . If herman ad 

displ c d diff ... rently, he could have token ., tlanta In a th ird of t e time e 

actually reqvired. By using th Ch ttahoochee and P achtree Crevk a a 

f!creen, ! erm n could ave moved SO'lt - f th:rnta .. and avoided b~ ing as-

aufted by approach,ing initiaHy fr m East Point wnile sending Mc:Ph- rs n to 

De c tur . The Mi ge of tlonto did not hinder the de truction of t, e rail road 

w 1ich c:ouid not b rebuilt, once d stroyed. ::,herman hod nJy to leav a small 
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, re . pposing H d and to ent ,ncb south f k ti nta whUe Hood was stiff 

on P. ac' re Cree hus c plet$I inv ting r !ont • Johnston, tnen,. 

c u d no rn re hove fd ' t i onto Hf r v0r · t ,an Lee could have hef d 

RL.J1m nd. 16 • 

'
1 Giv v r. ack Id Joe - w don t wa nt sp c 1, we wa nt Id Jo • 17 • 11 

T' us s. oldie ft m T\'.:, nn ss in r pl t Pr~sident Davis' 

tc:-mber 25th . If ·, f d Joe ,, hod not een t ken w y 

from t- n, , tkmta would hav b.-..t. .. n · e ld. De pite Hood's c~nt ntion that 

. tlanta was unt·~no. le, t. army unde. J p f. . Jo .nston could t av . h-~ld 

ut f 'r I. ng peri d of time , as ch rmun simply did n t hav~ t f r est 

t k Atlonto . t I ost I h • did not h ve suffiei nt number until Hood" in one 

w ... k, did w' i• f rm n had been unable to do in three months, he de tr yed 

t e rmy of Tenm.h ee . J hnston hod refus -d t tand in the open in pitched 

b ttl , in order t c ns rve . is forces for th de ens_ f tlanto. It is o 

tr g dy that h had t fight not only the Fede ra I . rmy, but o lso the Conf -de rate 

drninistrat i n. If h had bt:1en I "t in command, and if h ~ had been supp rted 

by Ric.1m nd, Johnston could •tov and w uld have defended Atla nta. Of course, 

he eould not av e ld it " f r ve r 11
., but h __ did not n ed t 'i o!d it for v r. 

· rth was in g;feat unr st, as the P ac forty was growing doily in the 

mid t ·f draft ri . ts and critici~m f Pr sident Linc tn, w o was de termined to 

pr sc the war to succ · ssfuf conclusi n. 

e c nizing the p lftlcal as well s militat')~ ·pects of the war, J . nston 

was laying r time w'. n wa rem v d. If I .ft in command, he w~ld 
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pr b bf y 1 av attacked at P a ch tree Cre k, as the division of the Fe deral 

Army Horded chonc'"" f succes • If 1e 1ad b e n unsucces ful , how ver" 

. e would have fallen ack t the oreviousfy prepared trong lines of tlanta, 

m intaining the army nece sary ror t e de nse ·of t lanta . If Atlanta had 

e n he ld t ,r gh the · all f 1864 , the war might } ave takon a di ffer., nt 

turn, s McC f .J Ian a nd the ·Peac Party .might hove b e n victorious. By 

1864 th South did not need tre.mendous and rilliant offensive victories; 

it. ne d d nly n .... gative r ult • Johnston would have held tlanto long 

... nough to pr vid n ga,t ive r suits, but Hood gov - th North positJve vic-

t ry b 1 ,a iling to maintain the rmy to utilize the fortifi cations around tlonta. 

it' th . fa l I of Atlanta, th campaign was finis ed and the opes of the 

out end d. 
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