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Introduction.

To the compiler of any sort of history the greatest task is
the unearthing of source materiel, whether that history be the
narrative of a nation's progress through the centuries or an
humble account of the deeds of an individual. In an undertaking
of this sort one would naturally expect to discover a plenitude
of data from which to select the predominant features and set
them forth in an illuminating manner. The Frenklin Society had
an uninterrupted existence of nearly a century, during which
time its records were painstakingly preserved through the
vicissitudes of war and reconstruction, lMr. John W. Fuller being
custodian of its books and records for almost fifty years. This

gentleman seems to have had an acute conception of the duties of

his office, for he was constantly reminding the Secretary and
other officials to maintein their books in préper order.
However, the successors of !ir. Fuller did not consider
their duties quite as important, nor did they spply themselves
as conscientiously to the preserving of the documents which
| cameé into their hands. As a result of indifference on the part
of these men, and as a result of the frequent shifting of the
records from one meeting place to another, the documents became

wofvlly confused. DBut the greatest calamity, so far as the

preparation of this paper is concerned, occured when the property

of the Society was transferred to the University. Through

‘ some unexplained agency the papers were scattered, the vast bulk
A of the minutes were iost, and other valuable data became

i( unavailable. For this default no censu-e is t2 be attached to
the University authorities; it was just one of those misfortunes

which happen without any apparent cause or any responsible medium,.



The writer has been able to locate most of the minutes
of the Society from ﬁho beginning of the Union Society until
the yeer 1812, together with the reports of the President and
Directors, Librerian, Treasurer and Collector for Qany years;
also the record books of the Librarian and Treasurer, and es-
pecially the volume into which Lir. Fuller trenseribed his re-
ports and the reports of many different committees for a period
covering thirty years of his term., Availaeble to the writer,
likewise, were the incomplete files of the Lexington Gazette in
the University Library, and the office of the Clerk of Rockbridge
County; while the Virginia State Libeary furnished him with
material thet was relatively importent. Invoices, reports of
committees on guestions, letters to the President and Librarian
of tﬁe Society -- all served to furnish informetion that was
highly pertinent to the construction of this sketech. It is proper
fo menticn in this connection the assistance given the writer by
many of the townspeople of Lexington, some of whom were acquainted
with the Society in its later deys, while others repeated tﬁctl
which had come down to them from members of a by-gone generstion.

The compilation and arrangement of the date has proved an
attreective burden, for the obstacles confronting tﬁe writer gave
to his endeavor something of the nature of an adventure, at once
stimulating as well as inspiring. It is his esrnest hope that
this pasper will be of value in perpetuating the history and

ideals of the Franklin Societys;



A History of

the Franklin Societly and Library Cémpany

I

Early Literary Societies of Lexington

The earliest record of EFurcpean exploration of the
Valley of Virginia dates back to 1716, at which time Covernor
Spottswood, conceiving the idea that the Greet Lakes lay just
over the Blue Ridze, decided to see how close the French were
to his colony. As the result of much drinking and carousing,
the party was compelled to turn back without aocomp;iahing its
mission. Ten years later several families of Germans hnl.aettled
in the valley.* |

. In 1731, one John Lewis headed = band of pioneers to settle

in the lower Valley, on a tract owned br a man nemed Just
Hit. Finding that this land was claimed by Lord Fairfex, Lewis,
who had had experience in quarreling with nobla landlords in
Ireland, mowed a hundred miles away where he would be beyénd the
domain of Fairfax. He settled neer Stzunton and wes soon
followed by wave after wave of people of kindred traits and
characteristics.** None of these settlers wes of noble blood;
none had more than enough of the m@terial things to get him to

~ his destination; there was not a Cavallier amongst them. They

* Publications of Scotel-Irish Society of America, Lexington
Meeting, 79-100,
**jorton-History of Rockbridge County, 19-22,



were a sturdy and hardy pecple who brought with them on pack-
horses, beds and clothing, some necessary implements to till
the soil, seed corn and Bibles.

Herdly had they buijt their first crude homes when they
began the construction of schoolhouse and churches. They were
a religious people, Calvinists of the strictest sort. Many of
them had fled from Ulster to the llew IWOrld because 8f the
rigours of persecution resulting frem the test act of 1704.
Being Presbyterians they were driven from their homes, turned
from every office and, even, according to Froude "were pro-
secuted as fornicators for living with their own wives," because they
were married by other than Episcopal dignitaries.*

Narrow and bigoted as they may seem to have been, they were
driven to such a position by the harshness of their persecution.
The philosopher was right when he expressed ihe thougﬁt that
"Religion feeds on martyrdom,® These pecple were religious
mertyrs and since, relig;cm and politics were sc intimately
bound together, they were also political martyrs. Famine and
the oppression of landowners had forced still others rrou the
shores of Ulster where léong-suffering and want had made them
thrifty, if anything was needed to give thrift to penurious
Scotchmen. Democratic in the extreme were these children of
misfortune. There was not a snob among them, for misery ahd
tyranny had produced a spirit of fellow.hip, while their only

code of ethics, and that code was the very highest, taught the

* Froude~ History of England, 265-6.
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blessed gospel of the brotherhood of man. There was none
superior emeept Cod, and all His children were on the
same plane of equality.

From the very first these people began the construction
of schoolhouses. They held the schoolmaster in high esteem,
although they were a pleain and unlettered people. In the main,
they were farmers and mechanies, but even before 1800 these
Scoteh=-Irish had founded over a quarter of a hundred schools
and colleges in all parts of America.* The intellectual activity
of these people was always of the keenest. Situated as they were
in the Vallgy, far from all comrmnication with the outer world
(Three weeks was consumed in a one-way trip to Philadelphia)
they showed, nevertheless, a praiseworthy interest in the
external activities of their times. The Valley wrs hard to pene-
trate; its fertile lands profluced dense forests; end the only
outlet was by difficult and tedious trips to the Shenandoah,
down this river to the junction with the Potomac at Harper's
Farry, and from there to Baltimore; or else to follow the long
and arduous journey along the course of the Jemce to Richmond
and the coast.

But in spite of the difficulties of communic=tion, these
Scoteh-Irish folk kept alive the intellectual fires in the
backwoods of old Virginia. Though they hed entered by the back
door, they had brought with them traditions of intellectual

activity and accomplishments. They were one of the earliest

* Publications of Secotch-Irish Seciety, Harrisburg Meceting,
170-180.
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advocates of free public education, and the development of
the Pennsylvania acﬁool system can be traced to Scotch-Irish
influence.

This séme spirit manifested itself in the Valley. Although
Governor Berkeley, a short time before, had thanked his God that
there were no schools and printing-presses in Virginia, the
immigrants to the Valley brought with them their own methods of
instruction and plans for the spread of their educational ideas.
Their first establishment was a rambling home of culture: its
location was changed frequently, but its name and its ideals
were permanent in educating the settlers of Augusta County.*

In the year 1776 can be found an example of the dominant
characteristics of the Scotch-Irish settlers. The first of these
in their intense patriotism. They came to the New World after
being driven from the home of tlheir ancestoes in the Scottish
lﬁvlands. So too, had they been expelled from Ireland, the land
of their first adoption, and had sought a refuge in new,
dangerous, and untrampelled forests from the oppression of
their homeland. Hence, having severed all ties with the 0ld
World they were above everything else exalted in their patriotism,
although we cannot helb wondering if the rerembrance of by-gone
persecutions did not emphasize their changerd loyalty.

When the seven elders of the Church assembled in the
Timber Ridge log meeting-house (Six miles north-eest of Lexington)
and renamed the old Augusta Academy they showed that they were

* Publications of the Scotch-Irish Society, Harrisburz Meeting,
170"’180 3
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abreast of the times. They called it the Liberty Hall Academy.
It was an afternoon in May, two months before the final
Declaration of Independence at Philadelphia. Not only does this
incident show that these people were closely in touch with the
outside world, but it is interesting and significant that this
first outward expression of patriotism should be in their
educational institutions.*

Hence, we see that these early settlers of the upper Valley
were a sturdy, democratic, thrifty, God-fearing people seeking
a home in a new land with new and better chances of self=-
development along lines of their own choice. Far from the center
of the ecqgomic and political yorld of the coast they were,
nevertheless, keenly aware of the progress of the times. They did
not allow themselves to fall into that state of mental lethargy
which is too frequently the fate of isoleted peoples. It is my
purpose to study one of the means by which this isolated
community kept up with and exerted an influence on the times -=
through their leading Literary Society.

In America during the latter part of the eighteenth century
and early part of the aineteenth century the rise of n: tional
interests, the development of a patriotic spirit, and the
increased influence in the government of the legel profession,
coupled with the great opportunity for the orator, put a new
value on debating, After the eataﬁlishment of our government
townmeetings and legislaturecs were schools of public spesking,
the most successul graduate of which went to Congress. Everyone
was deeply interested in Qratory. If a man had anything that

¥ Historical Papers of Washington and Lee Univ. No. I., 13.
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interested the world, his neighbors were eager to hear his
eloquence. Therefore, we are not surprised to see a great
number of debating societies and libraries springing up all
over our land.

Debating societies and libraries have the same general
ends in view. Often the library feature was coupled with the
debate. Benjamin Franklin wes the founder of the first free
public library in America. In 1731 he leid the plans for a
library in Philadelphia. For a period of several years the idea
remained dormant, but by the end of the eightecenth century we find
similar institutions in many parts of our youthful country.*

If we examine the laws enacted by the General Assembly from
1800 to 1816 we shall find no less than five bills incorporating
libraries in tovns and cities of the 0ld Dominioh, in two cases
in conjunction with debating societies. These two were for
Londoun and Lexington. The Franklin Society was incorporated in
1816, ***

Before entering this short history of the Franklin Society
it would be well to give a brief sketch of the Lexington of 1800,
the date of the origin of this society. Lexington contained, at
that time, only five or six hundred inhabitants., Its
comparative limits were thirteen hundred feet in length, by
nine hundred in breadth, extending from the lot on the nofrth
cerner at the intersection of Lenry and Lee streets to the
* The Standerd Reference Work, Vol.III, Article on Benjamin
Franklin,

*** Acts of Assembly, Virginia State Library (Arranged according
to years), Vols. 1800-1816.
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lot on which the Lyric Theatre now stands, and from the lot
occupied by the riaidence of Dre. Fo. L. Riley to the lot on
which the Alpha Tau Omega Fraternity house now stands. lNain
street was builtl up but not nearly so compactly as today, nor
of houses of the same type as at present. Om the east, or Court
House, side of the street, there was only one brick building.
The back streets were sparsely occupied by cheap, wooden structures.
The only church edifice at the time in the town was the old
Presbyterien Church, the site of which was within the enclosure
of the cemetery. The Céllege buildings consisted of two two-
story brick buildings. They were situated at each end of the
present campus. The town was supplied with water from the
Back Spring and Pump in barrels on low sleds, for drinking,
cooking and washing, was quite an institution. Ice in summer
wes unknown.*

Among such surroundings and among a people striving for the
truth and discerding all superficisl and trivial conceptions
of life, grew the Franklin Society. The exact date of its
beginnings is a mooted guestion, Doubtless no definite date can
be assigned; & few of the leading citizens of Lexington were
wont to gather in some friend's hoge or in some secluded room
for an evening of discussion of questions of local and
mational interest. The desire to learn the ideas of their
neighbors and to cultivate the art of éublic speaking no doubt
prompted them to meet.
*Address of Col. J. T. L. Preston at Semi-Centenary Anhiversary

of Franklin Society. Published Lexington Gazette of Feb. 21, 1873
= in County Clerk's Office.
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The Lexingtpn Cazette of Merch 23, 1848 says the Franklin
Society etarted in 1795. Iir. Morten, in his History of Rock=
bridge County, states that the Valley Star of 1856 with equal
ephasis declares it had its beginnings in 1800. *Be that as it
mey, we are more inclined to agree with Col. Je Te L. Preston
fA gentleman, who enjoyed a long and intimate acquaintance
with the society and whose knowledge of its history was very
accurate) and the Valley Star who zssert that it began cerly in
1800. The Cazette had no positive ground for it's belief: in
fact the reference to the founding of the founding of the
Frenklin Society wes given with a passing notice of a meeting
of the President and Board of Directors. It dhows no evidence
of any reseerch, Unquestionably it's assertions were the
result of hearsay snd, wishing to assign some date, the editor
selected one with the idea of convenience rather than any
definite knowledge. Colonel Preston was a member for many years.
He devoted many hours to the preparation of a peper on the
Society, which he delivered in 1873, and he emphatically
states thet it had its inception in 1800.

Farly in the year 1800 a number of the most influential
citizens of Lexington and surrounding community organized them-
selves into an association for intellectual improvement by
weekly discussions of selected question.”* The organization
had for its name "The Belles Lsttres Society."” The name was
* Lexington Gezette- March 23, 1848, Vashington and Lee Library

and !'r. Morton's Eistory of Rockbridge County, 214,
** pAddress of Colonel Pexton, County Clerk's Office.



not particularly descriptive and it would seem that its import
was not accurately understcod by all, inasimich &s the French
adjective was zpelled on the record book, 'Bell! Perheps some
thought it was a tinkling cymbal., "The Belles Lettres Society"
went on it unobtrusive way for four years; the membership was
constantly shifting; in faet, the organizetion gave no indicetion
of stability. The meetings were irregularly held and
Just as irregularly attended.

In August, 1804, they took the name of the "Union Society."*
The reeson for this name is not given. Ve cen propose only two
surmises: probably the maembers had some disagreement among
thenselves and in a reorgenizaticn they celled it the Union
Society: the other to us, more plausible, wes the influence of
the sirong uaion or national spirii then pervading our struggling
nation. AThe federalist party was on the deeline. They retained
ohly a slight hold on 'ew Imglend., 7The predictions of calemities
on the election of Jefferson had failed to bear fruit. The
populerity of the lepublicans was wsll established; the debt,
under Gallatin'’s able sdministretion was rapidly diminishing;
business was prospercus; and the President early manifested a
desire to conciliate all seetions and interests.** Yet, the
Society, in April, 1808, decided that a state had the right
to secede from the Union without the consent of the other states, ***
* Col. Presbon's Address and Manuseript ! inutes of the Union
Soelety, ‘ranklin Society rapers, University Library.

** passett - Short History of the United States, 300.
“¥%¥ Manuseript I'inutes of Repbulican Society, F. S. Papers,



The vote was not siven.

The members of the Unicn Scciety in 1206 were; James J.
Mayers, Joseph lLogan, John D. Ewen, Andrew Davidson, Samuel
Walkup, Alexander Jourdan, Jemes Gray, Cornelius Dorman,

Valentine /. Mason, lietthew Villson, John Fuff, and Joseph
Dilwocrth.*

At this peint we may look into the constitution of the Union
Society, for it continued to be the orgenie law of the Union,
Republican and Lexington Literary Societies and of the Frahklin
Society until 1816, the date of the incorporation of the Franklin
Society. The officers were; President, Secretary, Treasurer,
and Librarian. With the exception of the President, all of them
were elected furing good behavier. The President was elected for
a term of four weeks. The meetinge were held at six o'clock
évery Saturdsy afternoon and anyone who failed to attend without
a satisfactory excuse was fined 12-1/2 cents. The President had the
rizht to determine whap e member was out of order and the fine
for disorder was the same as for an unexcused sbsence. Any
member, who maliciously slandered another on or out of the
meeting place of the Society, was expelled. There were numerous
other slisht offenscs punishable by the standard fine of 12-1,2 cents,*¥
‘'ew members might be proposed by any member, but if the applicant
received two dissenting votes he vwes refused msmbership.

Snectators were allowed to attend and the President was compelled
to call on then to take one side or the other in debate. The
President was alwevs neutral in everv discussion. p**

*Manusceript Minutes of the Union Society, ®. S. Papers.
*®emmscript ~ Constitution of the Union Society,

Fo S. Papers, Vashington and Lee Library.
*&%* Ibid.
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The Union Society was a more virile institution than its
predecessor. The nmeetings were well attended and the members
showed & live interest ih the many questions debated. They held
their meetings in members® homes by "early candle light."™ On
February 16th, 1807, the Society, after mature deliberaticn,
resolved that the name "RXepublicen Scciety" be adopted instead
of "Unicn Sceiety" ot their next meeting, and that they, thence-
forth, be denomineted the merbers of the "Republican Sociely of
Lexington.,” All the laws and the constitution, however, of the
old Soeiety wers continued in force.*

At this time the Society subscribed lerzely to the leading
politicel journals of the day, and the politiecal spirit of the
ers 80 far affected this Belles Letires and Union Society, thet
they gave it this new name. In this same meeting the Society
the following question for discussion at their next neeting: --
“Is it consisteat with republican principles for our stete
legislatupe tc address !r. Jefferson scliciting him to be a
candidate for the next electiqn of president”™ -- g third term.
The question wes discussed and decided in the nezetive.,™™

By the end of 1807 the Socieiy had added several new members
to its roll and one or two of the others had elther resigned
or been sxpelled. Among the nov were lessrs. Delton, Cunningham,
vason, lays, anderson, Fuller and Smith. In August, 1808,
without the slighest gquiver the Sccicty again changed its name
te the "Lexingten Literary of Lexiangton,™ and from that time
* Menuscript- l'inutes of the Union Society, Frenklin Society
Pepers, %Yeshingicn and Lee Univercity Librarye

**Menuscript- linutes-of the Kepublican Society, Frenklin
Society Papers, Washington and Lee University Librery.
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until about 1810 the meetings were held at the Court House.

Jemes Gray was the first President under the new name and William
Anderéon wos the first Secretery. The constitution and by-lsws
of the Union Society were continued in full force.*

At the present stage in this outline it will be well to
relate something of the library feature of the Society. There is
tixﬂ%%ﬁ?kﬁ?ég&ﬁf%ﬁxﬁ%?%&ﬁ?féé#}gg?ﬁgégnggzélg’agégé%%.qqﬁhg;ﬁxggg
2RI Bk kAT VS 10M F90F AR P IS BP ) TP UL Wities
of his office he shall be fined in like menner with the other
officers.” Fvidently the Society did not esppropriate any funds
for the pruchase of books, but they did have books, most probebly
gifts from member and other friends ¢f the movement. They were
kept in the hatter's shop of Mr. William Ruff, who wes one of
the most enthusiastic members of the Society.**

Mention ought to be made of another orgenization that hed
its origin at about the seme time &s the Franklin Society -=-

The lexington Library Compeny. The earliest evidence thet can
be found shows that this body wes in existence in April, 1801.
The members present at this meeting were: J. Gold, Andrew
Alexander, J. Patton, Williem Willson, E. Graham, A, Welkup,

J. Leyburn, A. Trimble, Wiiliam Lyle, S. L. Caerpbell, and

_e+ Carruthers. Mr. Lyle was President for thaet year and S. L.
*Uanuseript- Linutes of the Republican Society, Franklin Society
Papers, Weshington and Lee University Librayye.

*¥* nenusceript- Constitution of The Union Society, Franklin Society
Papers, Weshington and Lee ¥niversity Library.
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Campbell was Librarien with a salary of £10.00 per year and

he would accept it only on the condition’that he be allowed to
buy books for the Company. They purchased over £150.00 worth

of books in that year. Cowper's Homer, 1'ills on Cattle, Stiles'
Sermons, 4 Life of Washington, Fussell's Yodern Europe,

Burke's Reflections on the ¥French Revolution, History of Cathe-
erine of Russia, Knox's Essays, Life of Rochester, and Kousseau's
Social Compact were.aome of the titles. * gtrange to say none of
the members of the Franklin Society were members of the Lexington
Library Company and they seem to have no connection whetever
with ezch other. The Lexington Library Company kept up the good
work through two decades, each passing year sdding considerably
to their longz list of bocks. It served its purpose and died
from causes unknown to the writer aofter a diligent search,

Among the old pepers of the Society are lista of books sold to
people of the neighborhood st auction. The Franklin Society
bought a few of them at grestly reduced prices, in some instant
as low =s 30 cents on the dollar.

The Frenklin Society, having passed the childhood stage,
stepped boldly forwsrd with a feeling of sssurance end confidence
in its permanence and purchased its first lot of books. From
the date of the date of its orgenization the Society had collected
books from members and friends, but 1813 markslthe renl Beginning
of the Library. The first purchase was not pretentious by
any mezns, The 1list comprised thirty-eight volumes, mainly
* Among the Franklin Society Papers are number of invoices

of the Lexingten Library Company. Washington and Lee University
Library.
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of a historical nature, but nevertheless as generel as it is
possible for so short a list to be. Since the inhabitants of
Lexington asnd vicinity of that day depended slmost entirely
on agriculture for their existence, we find severel books in
which the farmer was likely tc be interested. Rousseau's
Social Compect stood at the head of the list.*

The Lexington Literary Society survived as the title for
the short period of three years. 1 August, 1811, by an over-
wnelning vote the Society adopted the name of America's
greatest diplomat, RBenjamin VFranklin.** The name of Franklin
suggests usefulness, seriousness, 1ntellectuality. and, above
all, patriotism. Moreover, Jranklin d4id not belong to the
aristocracy of. bieth or weelth, nor to the laboring nopulation.
The nsme is a good representation of all thet is essentially
Americ=n. These Valley people of 1815 had none of the animosity
for everything from the North that their sons hed after thenm.
To them Benjamin Franklin did not represent a section or
faction. He belonged to the citizens of Lexinston as much as
to the citizens of Philadelphia.

For many years he owned and nublished the Pennsylvania
Cazette, which circulated fwom laine to Ceorgias, and was the
most influentisl newspaper in the colonies.*** He made it the
vehicle of his théught on politicsj business, education,
thrift, eccnomy, methods of farming, and all those homely
* Address of Col. Preston, County Clerk's Office.

** Manuscripts- Minutes of Lexington Literesry Society,
F. S. Papers, Washington and Lee University ILibrary.

¥%% The Standard Reference Work, Vol.III, Article on
Benjemin Franklin.
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topica that endear a family newspazaper to the husbandman and
housewife. As we have learned, he set on foot the first public
library. If we trace our public likbraries, our magazines, and
ocur postal service to their beginnings we shell find that they
have emanated frow the seme active mind. It is not peculiar
in the light of these facts that he would apnesl to the sturdy
folk of the Shenandoah Valley.

The loose orgasnization and the slip-shod methods of operzting
the Sceciety up to 1815 were not =t =11 conducive to stability
end permenence, About that time the members not oniy felt
the need of a nore solid Toundation, but also zaw the opror-
tunity for spre=ding education snd culture through 2 well
supplied library. They, therefore, sent to the Ceneral Assembly
of Virfinia late in the year 1815, a petition for s charter of
incorporation. On Jenuary 30, 1916, the legislature passed an
act incorporsting the "Franklin Socicty and Library Compeny
of lexingten."* On June 22, 1818 the Societv held its first
meeting to orgenize under the charter. The meeting was held in
the hall of Washinston College and Samuel McDowell Reld wes
;lectod the first charter President. The members of ths first
doard of Directors were: ﬁilliam Taylor, Andrew Mays,
Valentine | . 'sson, and Andrew Herron.** A little later the
Society begen to held the weekly mﬂatiﬁgs in the hatter's of
Vre, Ruff. The early success was in a large messure due to the
persistent and sacrificial efferts of two men-- Vessrs, Ruff
* Lets of Assembly, Vol. 1815-1P18, Virginia Otate Library.

*# Address of Col. Preston, County Clerks Office and )ortone
History of Rockbridge County, 214,
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aﬁd Mason. They wére prominent in all discussions and the
existing minutes o the Union, Republican, &nd Lexlngton Societies
their names more than any othorse Conforming to the usual

custom of their dsy the members were convened by the sounding

of the horn,* and the meetings were held on Saturday nighits
between the hours ol six and seven, "by early candlelight.”

It would be well to consider the type of questions debated
in that early period of this nistory. Even Lefore 1815 slavery
was frequently discusseds. They seme. doubtful of its sdvan=~
tages but they were unrescrvedly egsainst Congressional inter-
ference with it.** In 1847 Dr. Henry Ruffner prepared a paper
dealing with the question of dividing the State of Virginiae
into two parts with the Llue kidge 2¢ the line of div;éinn."*
As early as 180Y, in Hockbridge County, there were many people
wno were not in syrpethy with slavery, and sceing the growing
distrust between wesiern and essiern Virginiu, were of the
seme opinion gs Or. uffner. On Fridey evening, Iebruery 27,
1897 the Socleiy diécusaed the following, -- ".ould a division
of the State of Virginie, by the Blue Ridge, bte good poliecy,
and advantegecus tc the inhabitents residing on the west side
thereof." It was dceided in the negative Ly a lerge majoritye.
On £ ril 9th, 1808, {the emencipation of the sleveu vwas declared
- *address of’ Col. Preston, Lexingiton Gazette, ieb. 21, 1873.

* ARl the following pelitical, social, and moral guestions
were tsken Trom the minutes of the Union, Nepublican, and

Lexington Literery Societies' Minutes - ! anusceript- F, S. Pspers,
Washingion and Lee University Library.
** ur. V. M. Poxtone
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inconsistent with Jjustice and good policy by a vote of six to
five. The reader will understand thet a decision was reached by
the vote of the whole society present at thas$ particular meeting.
As for other political the party of Jefferson was usually
sustained. They debated the proposition of conceding the FInglish
contention that & British subject could not renounce his
allegiance in favor of another government. It wes decided in
the negative. Republican governments were compared favorably
with those of the monarchisl type. In April, 1808 a national benk
wes sustained unanimously. This was an ell-consuming guestion
in our domestice politics of thet dey. In the seme month a
protective teriff wes voted in the affirmetive by the count of
eleven to three. In April, 1807 they decided against a navy by
a large majority and in the following vear reversed their decision.
The British second Order in Council and Vepoleon's Milan Decree
might have influenced this reversal., "Wes the Imbargo a politiec
measure at the time it was laid in the United States" was
considered so irpourtsnt that it wes debated at two consecutive
meetings before it was decided in the effirmastive by the casting
vote of the President. In 1806, nineteen years after the making
of our Constitution there wns one man present at the meeting of
September 20, who did not think the Lmerican Colonies Jjustifiable
in taking up arms against the lother Country.” Should a
representative implicitly follow the directions of his constituénts,
in pretference to his own opinions" was decided affirmatively by
a vote of nine to eight. They decided that it would not be

propitious to allow the judges of the United States to be removed
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by a two-thirds vote of both houses of Congress instead of the
method provided in the Constitution. That the early residecnts of
Lexington had a kind of premonition of the eoming conflict

between the North and .the South is very eprarent for in one of
their earliest debztes the following topic was discussed, "Is

it probable that the government of the United States will be divided
into two or more distinet governments within the next two hundred
yearst®  Although this guestionwss deeided in the negative by

the close vote of seven to five it shows that the citizens of
Lexington did not have an abiding faith in the perpetuity of the
Union. This debate cecured in February, 1807.

From the foregeing account we might conclude thaet political
questions oecupied @#ll their tine. In Februery, 1808 they were
somewhat skeptical of the desirability of female education as
is shown by the wote of eight to four in the effirmative on the
question, "Are Public “eminaries for the edueation of females
advantageonus to the community or to the individuals educuted
thereat’” Lexington, at that tire, was the location of the Ann
Smith Academy.

lioral questions also received rmueh attention. "Will the
ettainment of a lawful end justify the use of unlawful means?"
was decided affirmatively. They resolved that dueling was
justifiable though the tie was broken by the deciding vote of
the President. Lotteries were declared for by 2 voet of four to
three. With typiecal Scotch-Irish wvensration for orthodoxy they

disposed of evebything of & reliégious nature. They declared that
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that the Catholics were an evil forece in the world from the
very first.

Probably to relieve the monotony of lengthy and tiresome
arguments over foreign and domestic affairs, and religious
and moral issues there were other discussions of a lighter and
more vantering vein, such as; "Is there more nleasure in
married or single life?"  They must have very wholesome
respecet for their wives for they agreed unanimously that married
life was better. With equal concord they thought it more
conducive to happiness to marry for love than for riches. "Are
bachelors and o0ld meids & nuisence to society «nd if they are,
which is the greater?” must bave afforded much relazation from
the considerstion of weightier matters. Perhaps more abstruse
if not more diverting was the guestion; "Can & hendsome young widow
or a virtuous old maid bestow the more charms on & husband?" It
vas earried in favor of the young widow by one wote.

As & matter of convenience we mey c¢211 the years between 1800
and 1€16 when the legislature grated & charter, the formative ymximixufxx
period of the Franklin Society. The Frenklin Society started
under the ccnstitution and by-laws of the old Union Society and
there were not changed vwntil 1816, It, then, discarddd the old
Union Society orgsnizati n and adopted a new constitution and
by-laws. The Union Society constitution may bave served the
immediate purpose for which it vas devised, but it is hardly
probable thst the founders of the earlier organization had any
idea of the permenency of their work. It shows the effect of haste;

for instance, the President under the old reime, wes elected
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for the long term of four weeks and he could not succeed hime
self, but bhe could he electod again with one term intervening.
This constent shifting did not admit the appliecation of one's
whole ability. By the time the new President got the reins
in his hands he must step down and give over the duties to

ancther.

II

Incorporetion and ¥arly ixpansion

With the incorpéradtion of the Iranklin Society in 1816 we
can egsily notice a more determinzd snd gbiding tone. (The
constitution of the Franklin Society has been lost, but we can
get the essentiasl festures of the intermal workings from the
reports of the Librarian, Treasurer, Collector, and President
and Direetors) As we have seen, Semuel VeDowell Reid was elected
the first President and the sdministrative dep:srtment was to
be supplemented with four other members forming the Board of
Directors, the President, being 'ex officio® the fifth member.
The Treessurer, like the FPresident, wss elected for one year.

Iiis duty wes to keep a record of the finances; pey ell bills
on the order of the President; and in a genersl way to direct
all fénencial transactions.

By way of contrast with the later pericd of the Society
it might be of some interest to note the exact finsnciel

status of the Society in 1818, The fines for that year amounted
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to $11.00. The current rumning expenses for the same length of
time totaled 116.95 1/2, leaving a deficit of $5.95 1/2, which was
paid ocut of the funds appropriated for the Library. The report
estimated the current expenses for the coming year at $14.00
and the sum to be raised from fines at $8.00. At thet time there
were thirty-five members and if they were ussessed 37 1/2 cents
each the Treesury would show a surplus of $1.17 1/2.* From this
we see that the Society was not an expensive organiz;ation. The
Library was kept alive by spasmodic assessments and, of course,
thece amountec to much more than the zciual dues. A $2.00 levy
on each member was guite common, usually teking plsce in June
and December ol each yeer.

The Cellectcr was an entirely different official, and it
was not necessary that he be n:hufmber of the Society. It was his
duty to collecl all money owetu 10 the Tociety, and he was
given o commission on the amount collected. The one, who sub-
mitted the lowest bid, was given the position. A Mr. Dold
was appeinted collector, his bid of eight per cent commission
being the lowest that could be found. The President, writing - '«
about Mr. Dold's appointment, remaerked that he was given the
position because he "possessed good dunning faculties, " *

The Librarien was the most important of =11 the officers,
not by any constitutional provision, but owing to the influence
of one men, lir, John W, Fuller. The Librarian was the only
* Report of the Treasurer, March 7, 1518, Menuseript - ¥. .
Papers, Washington and Lee University Library.

“* Manuseript - Report of President and Directors, January
17, 1824, F. S. Papers, Vashington and Les University Library.
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salaried officer and this came sbour after the earnest request
of Mr. Fuller in his first report. It was his duty to keep the
book of entry in which he must record the names of all books
distributed and an account of all fines imposed for infringement
of Librery regulations.” He must render to the Ccllaéctor on the
first days of June and December in each year, a list of all
persons violating the regulations. A book mizht be kept out
ona week for every one hundred pages of reading matter and
fifty per cent longer for any member residing at a greater dis-
tance than one mile from town. TFines of different amounts

were impeosed at the discretion of the librarian for varying
desrees of negligence., All fines over 50 cents were subject

%o eppeal to the Presicent =2nd Directors.*™ Tines for negli-
gence in carrying the duties within the Seciety proper were
quite common. A fine eppearing more frequently on the books

was the one for failure to prepere questions for debate. Each
week a member was desicnated to draw up three or four questions
from which the Society wonld chore the most smitabde for
debate. Failure to attend a meeting without sufficient excuse
brought uron the offender 2 fine of 25 cnets, At the annual
meeting of the “tockholders, the lLibrarian and the President

and Directors were required to submit reports fo their
stewardship for the year. This meeting was slways held about

* Manusceript - Rules and Regulations of the Library, F. S. Pepers,

washington and lLee University Library.
**Ibid.
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the middle of Jamuary of each year and sufficient motice
in the papers was required by the by-laws.
Any person could apply for membership in the Society.
¥irst, he must £ill out an application blank supplied by
the Society and if he were elected he gained the status for
which he applied. There wers two kinds of active members,
the stockholder and the debating member. The debating member
was alected for a term of five years and if he did not
become 2 stockholder within that time he must give up his
membership.* In 1820 a shere of stock in the Society cost
212.00. At first the initiation fee was $1.00, but in 1829
it was as high es 75.,00." The Society, during its lifetime,
elected & numher of men to honorary membership, but the
great majority were men of lLexington end vicinity. These men
were entitled to participate in the debstes, vote in the
businessmeetings, and to use ths Iibrary, hut they were
relieved of any debts that might »e incurred by the society.
ITts membership in 1829 numbered forty-one (stockholders),
an incfease of six in thirteen years., The lisi comprises the 7o
the following names: William C. lewis, William H. Ietcher,
Alfred lLeyburn, Jolm Ruff, Valentine 1. lMeson, Alexander M.
Barelay, R. R. Burton, Samuel McD. Reid, "illiam Finley,
Jomm ¥. Carruthers, Ceorge A. Baker, David FHopkins, Joseph
Steele, David E. loors, 'v'villigm Stevens, Charles P, Dorman,
fugh Barclay, “amuel Jordan, VWilliam Taylor, John ¥W. Fuller,

* Menusceript - iccount Book of Society 1820-1824, F. €. Papers,
Washinston and Les University Library.
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Richard T. Gibson, Joseph Hoffmen, John ¥Whiteburn, John B.
Campbell, Hugh Irvine, “amuel Doist, J. . Paine, Edmund M.
Dold, John T. McKee, John A, Cummings, John H. Hydes, John
Irvine, James eDowell, “amuel !Me¢D. Moore, Nathan Patton,
william A. Carruthers, Henry MclPadden, William lcCoy, James
R. Jordan, and P. P. Burton.*

In order to get an ides of the personnel of the Soclety
a brief summary of the lives and sccomplishments of some of
these men will be given.

James, the only son of Colonel James leDowell, was born
at Cherry Orove, Virginia, October 12, 1796, and was graduated
from Princeton College (now Princeton University) in 1817. The
same collere gznve him the honorery degree of Doctor of laws.
He read law for & time but never practiced it. His vocation
was that of = planter, first in Hentucky, later in Rockbridge
County. He served in the General Assemby; was governmor of Virgi
Virginia from 1543 to 1848; and was, then, slected to Congress.
As 2 statesmen he pessessed unusual forsight and judgment.

He believed that the emancipation of the slaves was inevitable,
and he was not shsken from his views by MNat Turner's insur-
rection. The Lexinzton Gezette {Whig) of Nov. 21, 1850
expressed the sentiment of the courty when it backed MeDowell,
who favored the ComroMsc.gfm;t'am Senator lason,

an unconpromising opponent of that Compromise. The same paper,
&8 week befors, gave & elipring from the Richmond newspapers

* Manuscript - Report of Jolm V. Paine, Collector, January 24,
1829, ¥. S, Papers, Washington and lee University Library.
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in which Governor YcDowell was mentioned as the Demopratic
vice~presidential candidate for 1852. He died on August 24,
1851.*

Samuel MelDowell ‘oore, & son of General ‘ndrew Moore,
was born in Pockbridge County in 17386 and died in 1875. Mr.
¥oore was a man of powerful build, strongly merked countenance,
and commanding forcs. Te believed that the institution of
slavery was wrong: in fact, in everything he did not allow
his neighbors' ideaz to influence him one iota. In the
secession convention of 1861 he bitterly contested the
arcuments of those, who wished to withdraw from the Union.**

“amuel McDowell Reid, one of the founders of the Franklin
Soclety, was born in lexington in 1770 and died in 1869. He
was an adgétent in the 7ar of 1812, e served as county
clerk for thirty-Live years, succeeding his father in that
office, this office being held by father and son through a
period of eighty-five years. He was a trustee of Washington
College and Ann “mith Academy, the lattier a private school in
Lexinzton for girls, end waé mainly instrumental in opening
the North River to lexington. ***

Charles P. Dorman was a distinguished lewyer and editor.
He was interssted in politics and represented his county in
the General Assembly for thirteen years. e served as aan
*Morton - History of Rockbridge County, 285-266.
** Morton - History of Rockbridme County, 268,

***orton - Histery of Nockbridge County, 271 end Dr. Reid
%hite, the grandson of Tamuel MeDowell Reid.
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adjutant in the second war with England.*

Samiel Jordan was the son of Colonel John Jordan.
Yhen Colonel Jordan came to Lexington, Rockbridge County was
almost wholly rural and he had much %o d with its industrial
development. He became interssted in iron smelting, flour and
grist mills, blacksmith shops, and the weaving of cotton
and woolen goods. “amuel Jordan was particularly interested
in the iron business.**

william Taylor came from Ireland. tis wife was Janet
Paul, a sister of the justly famous John Paul Jones of the
Revolution,***

John McKee was later a member of Congzress from Alabama,***¥

After its incorporation in 13816 the Society grew by leaps
and bounds. The character of the membershin and ths interest
in the debates attracted widespread attention in the commnity.
Tvery auestion brought up for sicusssion was sure to receive
attention: the sicusssions were always contested with char-
acteristic Scotch warmtli, and the decision was more often close
than otherwise. The number of times the President had to cast
the deciding vote is surprising. The members saw the need for
a permanent home for an organization destined to wield such
a larze influence in the commmityv. Prior to 1816 it had held
its meetings principally in the hatter's shop of Mr. Ruff and
in the homes of individual members. This haphazard method
* Yorton - History of Rockbridge County, 249,
**Mrorton - History of Roekbridsze County, 269-60.

#¥% worton History of Rockbridge County, 274.
*%%% Morton - History of Rockbridze County, 276.
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could not for for the growing Tranklin Society. After 1816 the
“ociety rented rcoms from "illiem H. Letcher.* The exsct
location of these rooms we are unable to 2scertain, bu in
1823 ¥, Leteher was £24.00 for rent and candles for eighteen
months, The date of the bagginning of an agitation for a home for
the “ocioty is obscure, but in October, 1826, two committees
were aprointed; one corposed of . P. Dorman, S. MeD. Reid,
and John 7., Carruthers to recommend = location; and enother
made up ol the shove three, “. lel. 'oore and John Ruff was
called the Fall Committee. The latter commitiee thought the sum
of $600.00 would be sufficient to erect = suitabel building.
In the Treasury ot that time was 1367.00, including $200.00
donated by ¥ John Tobinson.™™ They ddopted = plen of assess-
ing each member &3.00 yearly for four years to defrsy

the remaining expense. In %his same report the committee
recommended & "plair neat” building of 25 by 30 feet.

* Menuscript - Heceipt from Mr. Letcher, ¥. ©. Papers,
Washinrton and Lee "miversity Library.

#* The Reports of these comaittees were transcribed in the
Report Hook of the Tranklin Society 1825-1859, Washington

and *ee niversity Library.

Note:-Mr. John Robinson ("Jockey'" Robinson) was born in
County Armegh in the Yorth of Ireland in 1753 and came %o
Roekbridge County in 1770. Dissatisfaction with his lot

as & weaver's sporentice caused Lim to flee to America.

lle became a horse-trader and by speculating in soldiers’
certificates, he collected encugh momey to buy Hert's Bottom.
it was mainly b the distilling of whiskey that he
aceumulated Lis fortune. Mr. Robinson was without sn heir,
and decided to devote his entire estate to educational

uses. Ie left his estate to Weshington College. By elmost

prophetic foresigit, . Robinson singled out Science as be-
longtin to the clese of subjects he would be pleased to



The society settled upon the lot recormedded by the Iot
cormittee. It belonged to “amuel M. Dold, and was located
on the corner of Nelson and Jefferson “treets. In Januery,
1828 the building committee submitted its veport end anmounced
that the building ned been erected ami the accounts with the
contractors settled. The former estimmte was far below the
ectuel cost. The immense sum of £1,552.8¢ was expended in
providing & homs {or Lexington's cld debating society. Of this
all but %675.00 was paid t the verious contractors
immediastely. The first donation from any member of the Society
toward the building dund was the sum of $25.00, vhich wes given
by Mr. Jom #W. Muller.®™ The bill rendered for the fur-
nishing =nd outfitting the new building shows the characteristic
Seoteh-Irish conservatism: a horu was purchased peesumsbly to
gall the members together on Caturday evening, exactly os
they had donme 1n the days before the War of 1812.**

The neads of the Society did not require the use of ell the
space in the hall, and so, they rented office rooms to
lewyers and others. Accompaning the first report of the
President and Directors after the erection of their new
* Manusecript - List of Subscriptions, ¥. 9. Papers.
*% Report Rook of the Franklin “cciety 1825-1859, Washington
and Lee University Library.
Note, continued: promote the study of. His name is attached
to ths Chair of Geology and Diclogy, and two medals are given
annually, as provided in his will., ¥With the exception of
General ashington he was the first considerable benefactor of

Weshington College. ir, Robinson died in 1826, end in 1855
a monument to his memory was erec ted on the college campus.



building, they submitted a proposition from the Rockbridge
Masonic lodge, offering $300.00, for a lease of the hall

for special occasions when the Society was not using it. This
lease was to expire at the termination of the then existing

charter of the Franklin Society. The proposition was accepted.

III

Greater Expansion

The construction of a permanent home for the Society wae
an expensive undertaking, and the year 1830 found the ”
organization in debt. The debt required several years of the
strictest economy to liquidate it. Even though it had a
satisfactory home, so far as external ap<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>