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Preface: 

Durin a 'fuite House Conference in 1940 
l) 

President Roosevelt sad, "Relicion espeqial-

l "'<r helps ch ldren to a pprec ate life in its 

rrholeness , a nd to develo a deep sense of t e 

sacredness of human ersonality ·•• o It is im

portant to consider how rovision can best be 

made for reli ious trainins . In this we must 

kee in mind both the wisdom of maintain n6 t e 

se arat on of church and state , and the reat 

mportance of reli ion in ersonal and socia_ 

l ivin . 

( 1) 11 Pe_::..'.::;ious ~duca tion and the Public School"· 

Speech by Dr . Emanuel Gamoran Page 1 . 
~iles of S . ,: . Lefkwitz_, Richrlond , Vir0 inia . 
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Chapter I 

Const~tutional Bas· s 

T is nation was sett_ed b~ ,.._ l arue number 

of different rel e;ious sects , and t is nu.rnber as 

continued to :ncrease . The Colonies were redon-

i n::mtb Protestant ; :;hese Protestant s d_ffered 

great1~ anong themselves . :,'hen the evolutionary 

r ar broke out t.1. e Episco al faith had been declared 

the established relis on of the seven Englis•

colonies , and the Congr e gationa_ uas the establish

ed reli 0 ion in three of t.h.e 1ew En land colonies , 

while but three colonies (Rhode ~sland, Penns, 1-

vania and laryland) had dee ared for rel 0 ious 

freedom and had refused to give a state referenc e 

to an religion. Catholics were not allowed to 

vot e r hol d reli ious services except in Penn-

s , lvan a and .aryland . The re __ .;ious :roblem..was 

rnll handl ed b the Constitutional onvention.. 

It inc or orated in to tl_e Cons ti tutio provision 
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·rh ich 0 uaranteed the f'ree exercise of' r•eli ion to 

all and _orbade the establishnent by Congr ess of' 

any relig ous test or oath as a rerequisit e for 

holdin an office under control of the ~eder al 
(1 ) 

Government . 

b out 185:0 the Catholics in mer ica were 

beconin numerous ., and be an to etition states 

for theirs ~are of ubli c sch ool funds . I~..mediate

ly t _ e d emand everywhere 1et 1--:rith intens e opposi ti.on . 

State le islatures were petitioned . Candidat es f or 

off ce were for ced to declare t heir osi t.:.on on t e 

question . 

of cities . 

ti - Catholic riots occ rred in a nuraber 

Le islatures norr be 0 an to amen consti-

tutions forbidd n a div sion of the s c_ool _ d& 

amon0 t_ e churches . 

In 1875 resident urant , in his messa 0 e to 

Con ('1"ress , ur6 ed t h e submission of an ar.iendment to 

t h e Feder a l Constitution ak "n 0 t the duty of the 

States to su port _ree public schools ., free f-om 

reli6ious teac ing, a f orbi :i ding t~_e di-

1 Cubberle , E .. , Public ~ducation int e United 
States . Eou~ton :ti fflin Co . 3oston , I.:ass . _ 34 



version of school funds to church or sectarian 

pur oses . Later he renewed t e recommendation , 

but Con0ress took no action because it considered 

such action unnecessar r . r he peo le of the states 

ad a lready de c ided that s chool funds must n ot be 

used f or religious pur oses , for no state ,as ad

mitted to the union after 1858, except \7est Virginia, 

rhich failed to insert such a provision in its first 

state constitution . The merican eople mean to 

keep the public school system united as one state 

s chool system, vrnl r ealizL g that reli6 ious in

plications could onl lead to ineffi cienc- and 
1) 

ecucational c aos . 

sectio ... 58 of t ... e "esent con-

stitution of -ir6i n ia says ; 11 :,0 . an sha..Ll b e con -

pelled to frequent or support an reli;sious worship , 

pla ce or ninistry, v,_ atsoever , nor shall he be en

for c e , restrained, moleste , or burthened in h · s 

body or goods , nor shall otherwise suffer on account 

( 1) Cubberl.ey , =. . , Public Education in t.1. e united 
States . Ho _r.'hton :r.Iifflin Co . Boston , !,.ass . 1934 
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of h is reli 0 ious opin · ons of be_:ef; but all nen 

shall be free to rofess and by argument to main

tain the i r o inions in matters of rel_gi on , and 

the same shall in no wis e d ·:rdnish, enlar e , or 

affect , the_r civil ca aci ties . And t._e Gen ral 

a. ssembl shal _ not rescribe an reli 0 ious test 

v1ha te er, or confer an eculi a r pr ivileges or 

advantages on anr sect or denomination , or asa 

an _aw requirin or aut n or · zin , an religious 

societ , or the peo: le of an,- dis tr ct vii t hin t e 

State , to levu on themse_ves , or ot~ ers any ta for 

the er ection or repair of an~ h ouse of public wor

ship , or for the support of any church or n i n i stry; 

but it shall be left free to every per so.. to sel ect 

h i s religious insti ... uctor , and to make fo r h is sup

port such rivate contract as he shall , lease . tt 

The Vir0inia Constitution sa~s that ever 

man shall have reli~ ous freedom and t ~at ~ublic 

religions all not be for ced upon him. There is 

nothing the Constitution er tainin to religion 



in the public schools . However , the above quoted 

sect_on sta tes that L~dividua s cannot be taxed 

for a public reli 0 ion . ccordinc to the present 

constit ution t he public schools should not s pons or 

a religious education , nor use their influence in 

relisious education , as long as there are reli ious 

sects or denominat ions , f or the cons t itu tion saya 

that no sect or denomination shall be conferred 

an peculiar i:r vile es or advantages . 
1 

Frank v oore, Lexinston a t torney and 

member of the :-ouse of Dele 0 a tes of irginia from 

1D24 to 1943, sai d tha t ther e vrns no issue in the 

legislature on the que s t ion of religious education 

in the ub_ic schools durin his terri of ublic 
(2 ) 

service . 

(1 Deceased in 1943 . 

(2) Interview May 3 ., 1942 . 
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Cha ter II 

Present racticea 

In man of the publ · c s chools of Virg nia 

there is a dail devotion eriod . 'Jlla t is done 

urin0 this period varies fron Bible readin and 

repea tin,... the "Lord rs Pra er11 to the sin0 in of 

tt Old Black Joe" . The avera e time for thi s eriod 

is about ten minutes . Less than half of the ublic 

s chools have such a eriod designated as the devo
(1 

tional period . 

Bible is be n taught accordin0 to the 

State S llabus in some public schools . On t e 
(2 ) 

tDaily Schedule '' report of September, 194:1 , 

on_y about twenty of the near six.hundred h igh 

schools n Vir0 inia reported teaching Bi b le accor-
( 3) 

d_n to the State S llabus . On Februar 2 , 1913, 

~he State Board of ~ducation a pointed a co:mm-ttea of 

(1 ) Files of r . Fred .lexander , Supervisor of econdar 
Education and Tegro ~duca tion , ichmond , Virginia . 

(2 ) Ibid . 
(3 ) Official S llabus of B ble Stud , Division of Purchas e 

and Printin 1933, paQe 1 , Richmond , Virgin a . 
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(1) 
seven men, educational and r eligious leaders , v1h o 

were &c~ively connected with the Jewish, Roman Cath

olic and Protestant Chur ch , t o prepare suitable out

lines of c ours es in Bible Study for school pupils . 

On February 15th t1e a ppoint ed committ eei 

met and outli ned its work . By Au ust 8th of t hat 

same year t h e co:r:rrnittee had completed the outline 

and on t hat date :i.t was sie;:ned by each of t h e mem

bers., and t h e chairman was a ppointed to present the 

Sy llabuse~ to the Stat e Board of Education f or ita 

a pproval. It was a pproved. 

In the early part of 1943 the State Board 

of Education approved a new cours e in Religioua 

Education, 11 The Bible in ou r American Life11 · , pr e

pared by a co:mr.1ittee headed by Dr . S . Vernon 

Mccasland, professor of Biblical Literature at the 

University of Vir inia . This course may be sub-

(1 ) Pr ofes sor I . M. Forrest, Chair man, Univers i t y of Va . 
Pres iden t R. E . Bl a ckwell, S_ecretary, Randolph v'acon 
College. 

onor ab le R. c. Stear nes , St ate Superint endent of 
Public Ins t r uction . 
Dean J. G. Metcalf, Richmond College. 
Rev . Father James, :i3ene i ct i ne Military College 
rtr . Charles :_utzler, for me1"ly of t h e Ricl1mon d School Boa rd 

ev . George P . {a o , Blue .id 0 e Indus t ria l Sc _ool. 



stituted for any one of the three s~llabuses . 

The Syllabuses are onl y outlines of Bible 

courses and are not intended to be made a re u i red 

part of the ubl c school courses . Public school 

fu,.~ds are not to be used to provide the Bible teach-

ing . The parents and relig ous leaders have all 

the responsibility of L~ducing u ils to take the 

classes and also the responsibilit of providing 

and paying the Bible teacher . The Research 

Department of the State Board of Education sa a 
(1 

there a re n o funds for religious education . 

The Jefferson High School for the \'lhite and 

the Lucy dd:son High School for the colored int, e 

cit of Roanoke both teach Bi b l e accordin to the 

State Syllabuses , and the School Board ays t ~ e 

teachers . The teac ers are pai d by the s chool 

Board from the Public School f· d just as other 
(2 ) 

public teachers are . 

(1) Office of Statistican and Re cording Secretary, 
Richmond , a . 

(2 ) Stated in a letter from Vir . D. E . t:cF1uilkin , 
uperinten{ en t f oanoke city schools . 
e-e page o or PPe'hdix. 
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The Bible teach ing had its origin in 1919 . 

The first teacher ,as a Rev . lood , who rent into 

World \"far 1 as a Y. l, . c . A- worKer . !liss Cora 

Board then took up the "f ork by teaching the class

es in t he Y. L . c. A - Building . Soon the classes 

were changed and conducted in a school room . The 

St . John ' s Episcopal Church of the cit , raised the 

mone.,- to pay the teachers o 

About 19~0, in Roanoke , a cooperative 

movement began which permitted the pupils to b e 

excused from schoo l rooms to go to Churchse where 

ministers taught Bible classes . After a year ' s 

trial this plan was abandoned . Hovrnver the work 

at the schools continued uninterrupted . Ab out" 

t h is time an English teacher taught the Bibl e 

classes in a sch ool room. 

c ontinues o 

This practice still 

11 



D- .ring the fa ll ter m Hrs . C . W. Coolc:e teaches 

some English and some ible . Her entire time 

is devoted to Bible teac~iing durinc- the sprin g 

term. ~he classes a re entirely elective . ': . t 

the Jefferson H g.,.½. School five classes were tau t 

the second semester n 1942 . Princi al John D. 

Riddick says the classes have been very satisfac-

tor y . ~ ... e is highl leased and really enthusiast c 
(1) 

about the set up . I.rs . Cook handles the classes 

with extreme care so as not to offend an sect, 

individual , or non- relig ous pupil . 

:r.:r . D. E . I.lcC:,u lkin, Superintendent of 

Roanoke Cit Schools, sa~s , 0 the class is one of 

the most va_uable classes in the school . "e would 

as soon give up chemistr o any other c l ass in the 

school as Bible, for it serves a real need oft· e 
(2 ) 

ommunit . 11 

1 J . D. Riddic interviewed February 10 , 1943 . 

(2 ) Mr . D. :2: . Mc uill:in , - interv_ewed :::-'ebruary 10 , 1943 . 
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. t the Lucy ddison colored school a 

:minister ·who is a menber of the re ular faculty 

teaches the Bible Classes . He devotes art of 

his tine to Bible Classes . 

that if' it was needful h:!.s fu_l tine would b e 

0 iven to Bible teachin . So fa r as can be found 

this is the onl"' cit in Vil-- inia viith such a 

s stem . 

13 



Chapter III 

Re leased Time Method and its Implications 

The fastest growin method of teachin6 

Bible in the ub l c schools is the 11 Re l eased ':2ime 11 

nethod . B 11 released timett s meant that the 

upils are a lowed a leave of absence for about 

one hour a week f or reli 0 ious ~nstructio by 

ersons other t han the re ular teachers en0 a 0 ed 

b~ the School Board . egular classes_ are d_s-

mis sed to a lloi a ' Bible teacher to take over the 

class and teach Bible to t h e chi l dren whose ar

ents request it of the princ_ al of the school9 

There a re only aver ~ few .i0 h School s t eaching 

a ccordin6 to this method . The Vii•ginia Council of 

Reli 0 ious Education s ve y desirous of teachin 

by tis r.iet:h.od in the :ai h Schools) but has not had 

sufficient material to offer the courses . Jext 

ear much more er.iphasis will be 

Sch ool work . 

ven to Iii 
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The Released Time for re_~gious educat ion 

be an Ln. 1 913 under the leaders i of Dr . id l ia 

1:firt, Supe rintendent of Sc ools of Gary, : ndiana . 

He author ized the releasins of time f or re igious 
(1) 

nsturction Th~s n ovement spr ea d very rap i d_: 
2) 

at first in the surroundin area . On Septeriber 

21 , ~925 , ~~on . Harris Hart, State Su erintendent of 

Public Instruct ions , vr ote a let t er to Rev . I. i n or C. 

l\Iill er, who was at that time secretar of tl e Vir0 inia 

Sunda Sc oo ssociation , statin t hat h e be ieved 

religion should be taug..~t in the Virginia Sch ools on 

a basis of Re l eased Time s~stem. In December of t~at 

same ,;·ear a meetin :ms held at Staunt on , ir ,inia , 

for the purpose of wor k i n 0 out as stem for re i-

0 ious education in VirgL~ia . b out tv10 dozen eop_c 

attended this mee ting f rom Au us ta and ockin am 

counties. committee was ap.._ ointed to stud waysc 

and r.1eans of be inning this week- da relir;ious edu-

cat on in the represented count es . For the .follow-

ing three rears the Council centered ts work in 

(l} 11 Released Time for eli ,... ious Stud 11 
0 

(2 

Contemporary Jevvis.u Re cord - Feb . __ 941, Vol . IV Ho. 1 

~,i ller, M. c . Decade Of Pro0 ress, Virr;inia 
Council of Relisious Education , B~id ewater , 
Virginia , 1936 . 

15 



~airfax, ockingham and r_ ' n aton Comities and 

_n the c t y of =arrisonburg o 

The Vir0 i n ia Cou...~cil of elicious Ed ca
(1) 

t ion 7as o Gan · zed on Januar • 18 , 1928 , and in-

corpora ted a ccording to t ~ e Virgini a St te La.rm 

T.Iay 1, 1930 . The counci _ is an inter- denominational 

organization of t_e Protestant c_urches , whos e 

purpose is to advance the teachins of Christian 

re li 0 ion amon6 the children , ,roun people , and 

adults in Jir 0 inia . 

m e pur ose of the Council is to p :omote 

reli.:;ious education in harmon v1ith rotestant 

Churc_ es , by means of Sunday Schools , vac.ation 

and v:eek day sch ools , and conve~ tions , or other 

methods or purposes wh ich the coopera t ing denom·· -

nations may a ree upon . ~ach denonination is 

invited to elect official represen tatives; four

teen have e_ected repre sentatives . 

(1) ~iller , li , c. 
Tne Church i n Cooperation 
Vi r 0 i n ia Council of el:0 ious ducation : 
Br -d0 ewater, Vir ,.,. i n ia , 1931 

1 



mhe lan rov des t i1at each denominat · on in 

Vir 0 inia may have an official voice in the 

mana~ement of the Council affairs . 

e charter of t_ e Virginia Council of 

Rel · cious Education provides that denoninational 

represent~t .... ves s a_l be elected a s fo lows : 

1 

One member selected by each 
rotestant denominational 

body for t n e first 10 , 000 
cor.illlunicant church nember-
ship or an, portion thereof; 
a second riember for the next 
1 5 , 000 or r.m · or portion t h ere
of; one member f or each addi
tional 25 , 000 or ma ·or port~on 
thereof up to the first 100 , 000 
and one member additional for 
each 50 , 000 or ma ·or portion 
thereof above the first 100 , 000 . 
ach denominational b ody its 

representative or representatives 
in _ts o·m way . 1) 

,· 1 1 JT C ltR 1 · . "Rd t · :.i .... er , ,. . • e icious J.:, uca ion 
Comm.u_riit -11 The Old Dominion Beacon 
Vol . IV, No . 3, ( ugus t 15 , 1940) 

n t' e 
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Row wee.{- day c_asses in Reli . ious Educa

tion are forned . 

me Council _as fornulated t hree defi-
(1) 

nite steps of procedure. m~e first step :s 

to educa te the peo le of the commun · ty as to the 

· resent rel ious sta tus and as to vhat slould 

be done . This consis ts of revealin~ the facts 

about t h e er cent of the chi_dren Sunday 

Sc oo and the respons b_lity resting upon the 

communit.., in reach n these who have no ch re 

conne ctions ; a study of t_e local Sunda Sc ools 

and their efficienc in tJ. eir work ; and t e or-

an i za tion of discussion srou s t o discuss t e 

,. is tor and developr.ient of the wee - da re_·· Gious 

educa tion, including or0 anization , artici ation, 

curricul , teac ers , finance , and results v1h ch 

mi ht beach eved . The second ste is to se-

(1 ;Tiller, ,I . C. 1Ecunenicity n Actionn 
Virginia Council of elig·ous Educatiop : 
Brid evva ter, irginia . 

18 



cure coopera tion of the Public School author-

ities . ~he school autho ities in Vir inia 

have u sually been friendly in their attitude 

toward the church pro 0 ram. 
1 

'2:1he question is 

1 1ill the u 1 · c schoo_ authorities er mit 

children to be released from public sc_ool 

dut ies for about one h our each week to enable 

them to r eceive reli~ious L~struction byt e 

churches , on condit on that the church es em-

loy teachers 1ho are as well trained a s the 

tea c ers i nt· e public schoo_s and on condition 

that paren ts r equest the privilege bJ signin 

the applicat on blartk on t _ e _upi ls enrollment 

card"? The t,_.cird step is to secure fund s and 

select teachers . _he teachers rece ve a pro:x:-

imatel- the same sa_ary as publ c scho o t each-

ers i n the sane count • A bud et is adopted 

and solicit ors are s ent out to canvass _unda 

from all ,rho are interested in this co1-mmnity 

(1 ) killer , ·, . o. 'Ecu aen city in ction 1 

Vir inia Council of Rel 0 ious ~ducation: 
Brid 0 ewater, Vircinia 



pro 6 ram. · en sufficient funds are assured 

ther:i a con eten t teacher is secure • 

eachers : 

The re 0 u_ar method of sec 1 in teac 1ers 

is t.L_roug..h. the Vir0 "nia Council of Religious.: 

Educat on . 1'1hen a cor-,munity desires a Bible 

teacher the local 0rou . takins t~_e in tia ti ve 

which s u sua lly a c ooperatin reli~ious 0 rou , 

asks the Virginia Counc_l to reconm1end a teacher . 

Thi s the organ zation is 0 _ad to do . Teacher 

appl cations are filed with the 6 eneral council . 

This counc i_ re com1:1ends an app lica.cvit to the local 

grou . 1he locals onsorin6 -roup approves the 

su0 .:;ested te c_ er and eriplo"' s at .: ts own d iscre-

tion . Durin~ the Sc ool session 19 2-43 ther e 

vrnre fifty- six full time teac_ ers and .four art 

time teachers employed . Q_ these .fift ~six 

er.1:ployed full tine twent .,--six have a Easte r rs 

., .. See A pendix 
blank . 

or teac er ~pplicat on 
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De 0 ree 18.joring ·n Relig ous Education and al l 

oft e others ha ve re ceived a miniml.lr.1 of four 

ears o Colle 0 e traininG , with re_i ious educa -

tion as t 1ei r ,~ or field of std . 

_ 1 inance : 

In 1 93 the cost of this uor.i:r vras 

<;3 , 600 . oo ; in 1 942 - 43 t he total budget exceeded 

050 , 000 . 00 . (l) ~his r.lone 
i s use for teachers ! 

s alar ies , t ei r travel , supp _ies and cenera l suer-

is ion . About ninet - fi e per cen t of t h e total 

bud et ~s used as teachers ' salaries . The teac_ e r 1 s 

s a l ary .sual l y arallels that of the e l ementary 

teachers enplo ed b the s ch ool board . 

ran es from '; 5 . 00 to ($ -10 . 00 per month . 

T __ is pay 

·.1.hey 

rece ve an add t i onal amount f or necessary t ravel

in . In Ro ckbrid · e Count , f or example , the re_i 

ious leaders and those in t erested form an or0 aniza

tion ,-;hich ~ as fo r its specif · c urpose the spons or

in3 of a - ib e teac er in the local sc ools . 

r1 Office o:: r.::.nor c. Ell er : 
Bridc ewa t e-, Va . 

21 



This group a ppoints a com1nittee to dir ect a cam

paign f or raising finances f or t h is purpose. In 

some com..munit ies a canvass f rom d oor t o door ia 

made. In other schoo l areas each l ocal church is 

assessed a certain amount b the finance committee . 

The entire county has one f ull time and one part 

time teach er. The ~~11 tir e teacher teaches a day 

or a half day each we ek in each school which parti

cipates in the r eligious educational program. 

swill be noticed, there has be en a very 

rapid progress in this weeK- day reli 0 ious edu cation 

in the State of Virginia since i ts beginning . Dur

i n g the years of depression it s uffered a loss a s 

other things did , but s ince 1936 it has made almost 

imb e lievable pro ress. In 1930, as will be seen 

f rom table no . 1 , t ere vvere less t han 1500 pupils 
(1 ) 

enrolled in these classes . In 1942, thirty-

ei g...11.t cou__nties of Vir ginia vvere teaching Bible 

(1 ) Ull er, 1 . c. The Old Dominion Bea con 
Virginia Council of Religious Education : 
Bridgewater, Virginia . Vol . XVI, No. 3, Sept 1, 1942, 

22 



in the elementar- public s choo _s on -:;he released 

tir:ie pl an . ':::here vrnre 38 , 772. upils in 1190 class

es in 314 different schoo ls . About ninet~- ei; t 

l)er cent of the PUlJils uho have had the opportuni t-r 

of takin~ Bible are doins so . 

Below is a tab e s· ov,r_nc; the Growt. ~ f 

vrnek da l . . r e_l..::,lOUS educatio in Vi:.,0inia . 
Sc ool :Trnnber 

Year Division 7eacFiers Pu:Jils Cost 
1930 4 2 14 o (~ 3 , 00 . 00 

1931 4 2 00 3 , 600 . 00 

932 4 2 00 3 , 000 . 0 

1933 4 3 1750 2 , soo . 00 

1934 2 00 2 , 500 . oo 

1935 1 l 2750 8 , 500 c 0 

936 11 18 6209 8 , 500 000 

1937 15 2 9000 13 , 500 . 00 

1938 19 28 14004 15 , 777 000 

j.939 2 3 34 18895 21 , 389 . 00 

194Q. 26 37 239 3 25 , 091 . 00 

1941 30 42 2 27 30 , 032 000 

1942 38 54 38772 4 , lGl . 84 
Table no . l 

23 
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Cons der ng the released time method o_ 

teachin rel gion in the public sc ools , there 

a re certain results and implications which in

e vitabl follow . 

The released time me thod certa_nly tends 

towar such intinate relat · onship betreen t e 

school and the reli ious organ_zations as would 

be in o position to the s rit and the r nc~

ples of the separa t_on of t he state and t e 

church . r::: __ is se ara tion · s an :.ntegral part 

of A.ne rican de:r,1o c::'.'a cy . '::his ha s been a ch er:..sh

od tradition since the establishr.1ent of the 

epublic . We be_ieve w-ith our _ore - fathers t hat 

civil pov,er should neve r II intcr:r.1eddle 11 in reli 

g:.ous natters , nor should religious creed or sect 

tr to in ~ect its doctrines into civil affairs 

and public stitutions . It seems that those 

a re not far from trut , who believe that it is 

tne res onsibility of the church to teach religion . 

24 



There •1ill be ublic distinction betvrnen those 

\,ho vmnt reli0 ious education and those Yi_ o d o 

not ; if the :;r blic and the sc_10o l officials fa 

vor t.L1.e re l eased p lan , then by inplica tion , the 

C.Li ld who d oes attend reli 0 i ous school vri 1 b e 

favo- ed . ':L'he child who is not released will b e 

in an - fa vorab_e li .. ht w"-1.ich will cause hi:r: an-

,u ish and~ ~ iliation . 

This me t h od will accentuate re l i2,;ious 

"ifferen ces between children . plan that wi _l 

;_, ee t the te ch.nica l re quirements of the school 

s-1 stem and the wishes f relibious roups v1i_l 

lead to the classification of c.Lildren a s Pro-

tes tan ts , cath olics , Je\7S, etc . T e protection 

in scnool f r on re ligious d iscri1:1ination \',ould b e 

destro ed . 
(1 

.n ttor ne General of Illinois in 

192 he l d that it uas unl , ful to excus e some 

pu· ils at t.Le r equest of their arents and to 

_cee tl e renainder in c_ass ; t hat t_.Li s rra.s a 

1 Fine , r.'.i:orris . 11 Re _eased ':1ir.1e ?or .lLe-isious 
Stud 11 , Contemworary Jewisl 'P.ecord , The 

mer · can J ewish Corn!l:ttee: -,Jev1 Yor( , Vol . lV , 
.:.T o . 1 . (Februar - 1041 17 
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fo.r:m of religious segr a gation and discrimination 

in that some we re not released from school b ecause 

they were )iostile to t he religious principles_ b e i n g 

taught. 

nNev Jersey_' s Comrniss .:oner of ~du ca tion, 

Charles Herbert Elliott, forbad e iilltovm to give 

denominational teaching in its only gr am.mar school 

during sch ool ~our s. His decision that such teach-

ing would be unconstitutional was buttressed by one 

parent who wrote: tt I don 't vmnt (my daughter ) to go 

to sch ool to b e taught to be a Roman Catholic or 

Protestant, but I do expect her t o receive charac

ter education every h our of every day she is in 

s chool. u 

n · ew York City's S.chool Super i ntendent, JO:hn 

E. Wade, mulled over a Public Education Association 

report on the v1 orKing of 11 released timelt for r•eli-

gious education. The surveyors de cided to continue 

opposing this system, as they had since it was begun 
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i n 941. They found t hat many releas ed chi l dren 

(mo e than 80fo of whom are oman Catholic, in the 

89 New York City s ch ools surveyed ) did not turn 

up a t their ch osen reli6 ious s chools. Tea che r& 

had difficulty in ch eck .:.ng , sinc e t hey were o :.. dered 

not t o comment i n s chool on v1hethe r or not a c __ i ld 
(1) 

t ook reli gious instruct ions . II 

The released t ime method ma y be an entering 

wedge of the church i n t o the schools . The public 

schools , in effec t , are t he attendance a eent s f or re-

ligious sc.c ools . The regular teach ers of t he public 

school k eep order and ch eck t h e attendance . We s eel 

the public school teache r pl ayin0 an ilnportant part in 

the cooperation with re ligious sch ools . 

ings are being used in teach ing reli gion. 

School build-

This plan works against the mi n or ity groups. . 

There is a great possibility that the s mall group~ 

will be os tracised. Religions must have fundamen-

tal bases and wi t hout t hes e t hey are "as sounding 

brass, or a tinkling cymbal • 11· 

(1 ) Time , J uly 19, 1943 
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Many denoninations have basic differences , and 

the leadin denominations of tie local corunun.i 

ty are soin0 to have their fundamentals tau&~t 

w __ ile tl ose belon0 in,.... to the smaller 0 roups 

rril not be included . The teacher _s lil el 

to be selected from one of the leadin6 denomi-

nations of the locality. Therefore , sectarian-

ism is a 0 reat probability even n the be Lnnin0 

of the set-up, which Viill be more noticeable as 

the thing continues . 
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c apter rv 

eactions to elis~ous Eduction 

eleased ~ime - The reactions to thi a 

type of Bible teaching have been varied more 

than the reaction to the other types of reli~ious 

instructions . tan- P otestant churches be lieve 

t~is plan to be the sol tion to the pres ent reli

gious educational need o hey believe this a sat

isfactory me t hod , if ot ideal , of providin chil

dren ~ith moral and reli0ious training . ~hey be

lieve the week- day schools are s uperior to Sunday 

Schools in that they are more closel related to 

the child ' s ever~aay life . Since there are many 

v1ho d o not ave an church affiliations , or would 

n ot be rea c ~ed by an~ church , the public sch ools 

must rovide this reli 0 ious instruction . rhe 

coo eration of t_e pub~ic schools lso assure~ 

t __ e ~:mpil I s reuu_ar atten dance . _e sponsors 

think one of the greatest a c _ievments is the in

troduction of reli 0 ion in to the • merican school 
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without introducing sectarian instuction into 

the public schools . 

Reactions of Jewis v_1urches; 

The. Jews have 1.ID.ited t __ emselves a0ainst this 
(1 ) 

released time lan , a.nd openly oppose the movement . 
(2) 

Dr . Edward IT . ca_ sh, Rabbi , Con 0 re.:;a tion of Beth 

hab ah , Riclunond , Virginia , 1i1ho is a Jewish leader , 

states t_1at the Jews_ are anxious for relig ous edu

cation, but introducing reli ious education into 

the public schools is dangerous . The fir s t ques-

tion is the state and church relat onship . The 

public sch ools are the cradles of merican democ

racy, and the stron 0 est influence in shaping the 

c~ ld ' s life during i ts formative er_od . This re-

lease of time is a violation of t e ALerican rinci

ple of the separation of tle church and public schools . 

~ven thoug_ the na ·or_ty of the nerican people are 

Protestant either b church relations_ i or in belief , 

(1 ) See ppendix for a full reading of resolutions 
adopted by the Centra_ Conference of Aner ' can 
Rabbis in une 1941 at Atlantic C ty . 

(2) nRe ligious Education and Public Schools, 11 

Vir3inia. Jo -'Ilal of Education , Richi:1ond , Virginia 
Vol . x:t.Y_V :r o . 2 {October 19 _1 
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=et _this doe s not ·ustif the teac ing of Pro-

testant sn in the public schools . L'1 our demo-

crac- the smalles t Linorit, sect has i ts ri 0 ht 

to b e rotected . 

issue . 

This , s~ s e , is a fundanenta _ 

Dr. Calish _urther stat es t hat t e ~1over.1ent 

will not prove successful in its ob · e cti ve , but r1.:.11 

actual_ do more har m t _an .::;ood to rel· ,... ion . The 

home and the church w:.l_ be even nor e ne__,lectfu_ of 

t __ eir 6 reat responsibili t • The _ones an t e 

c u_c a re the founta in heads of r eli~ious devotion 

2.nd sen timents . If we \7ere to stud t ... e h i s tor of 

state controlled churches and fol_ow our clea r senses 

we :voul see tat this resent novemen t tends toward 

disaster . 

_he Jews als o believe that re_eased time rep

resents a sectarian t rusion into t_e ublic s choo _s . 

Such Jr actices as the public school teachers check

in and recordin attendance and supervising the 

or0 an zation of Bible classes are contrary to the 

:. erican rincipl e o=: State and _ urc sepa a tion . 
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':'he use of public s choo_ buildinus f or re_i.:;ious 

:...._-..rntruc t ion is direct infri n .:;enent upon t:!:'e pub-

l ie s chools by the churc • Pub_ic school al.t or-

:.. ties sta tin ...., rrh t 1ua_if ications Bible t a chers 

~ust have to teacn 3ib_e in the pub_ic schools is 

inf in.:::;enent upon t e c~1urch b, t _e ::mblic s c oo ls . 

;.:ore over , this n over1ent r1ill :i:::ir ove to be t ... .,_e fore

:::>unner of troducin 0 sectarianisn into state 

schools . ':'he released time plan Yr ill rove to 

be the entering v.redge f or rocedures endansering 

the exi s tences of our n on- sectarian public schools 

by violatin the principle of the separation of t h e 

churc an d the state . Dut if Ameri ca is to renain 

a. denocrac , the public schools r.mst rer1ain disen

tan"."led f rom ever y c_.,_urch ; and t e chu::.~ches rms t 

remain r_gidl- d isentan~led from all olitics . 

This plan as not reall- solved t~ e prob

lem of teachinu ch ildren the ways of riv'l-iteous 

l iving and t he social value of reli 0 ion . Some 

even advoca te Lntroducin relicion directl~ ::..nto 
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the 2_:mb _ic school cu rriculum. It is claime d 

that chi l dren will be taucht reli 0 ion in the pro-

uer en viron..r:ien t . Of course the~ say t~at teach-

:!.ng re_ i 6 ion does not nean teach inG sectarian 

dou-.1as , but t_ e broad spiritual t r ut cor:Ir1.on to 

all faiths . !.an., P- otesta.nts , a_l Cat ... olics , 'and 

:::-;iost Jevrs be lie ve that the e can be no such t..ri.ing 

It !:!USt be a specific 

re l i ~ion, or t become s sir: ly p r incip l e s of riGht 

conduct and ethics v1h_ h are p r operly t_1e ri6h t 

sphe e of the bl~c sc ools . ,v _en v:e tr- to 

get a religio s t each n vrhich is comprehensive 

enough to em race all sects and be offens ive to 

none , then there isn t enou_::h l eft to teach . 

In seeki n 0 t o prepare outh f or l ife in 

a democracy, the public schools are .akinc:; a real 

con tribut on to r. oral education . Our deri1ocra t ic 

wa.., o life strives tovmrd the sar.ie en a s re_i-

gion . Both see_-c to instill a lo-Je t ovrards one 1 s 

fe _ low- men , a respect for human d if~crences and 

33 



a reco 0 n ition of the f eedo O..c. nan . ':: ey also 

seek to de velo the ability to live rrit one r s 

self a _d ·1ith others wit 1 the 0 reatest amount of 

eas e and happiness , and a capacity fo r mental 

and spiritua l rovth . re nus t r ene:raber that 

e ven in r e..,_i;ion our freedom ends where ou ~• neir· 1 -

b or 1 s be::., n s . The -·Jublic sc_1ools a e a lready do-

2-n a 0ood ·ob of t ea chin0 ethics and character 

train in J: comprehensive rel i 0 ion _s n o thin 

:r.mre than t .. 1 s . m e· e.:::'ore the churches s l oul d 

not be 0in to nedd_e v1 t_ a ffa irs of t _e stat e . 

Dr . Ema.viuel Ga_1or an sa: s that , f or the 

fi_st time , athe ism will be ~ i ven an opportlmi ty 

to ra ise its cau se to a level \Yi th reli ion . 

~·t eist s can truthf'u_ly say t~at reli:ious forces 

are destro in0 feeedom and denocrat i c princip les 

:'.__._Yl _ merica . ~-is is. a rea l dan er conne c ted r:th 

the church a nd state coope r at~on in re li~ious edu 

cation v1hi c the r e l i gious forces should not over 
(1 ) 

look . 

(1 ) Gamoran , .i..:, -1anue l . ".i: elibious Education a n d 
the Public School s u (l]"n~Jubl i shed) files of 
Sidney 1;· . LeL;:owi tz , Ri c _ -·ion , Vircinia . 
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Gath 0l:! ,.._ Cl urch : 

The catholics ha ve never expressed a uni

ted opin on on this released tine questi on . How

ever, we may say that Generally s peakin g the 

Cath olics do oppos e the relea sed tine plan f or edu-

cation. Fa ther Vi ncent S . Haters, secretary to 

Bis hop Ireton, Bishop of the Diocese of Virginia , 

says t hat he expresses t he Cath olic :aish op ' s vievr 

w __ en he says that released time is not the thin g 

that reli ious educstion needs . Reli gious education 

is an essential part of Ar1eri ca.~ democracy, but the 

release of time plan is not the solution to this 

problem. There can b e no education without reli-

gion , but the Catholics are opposed to any kind of 

Bible teachin s or even the reading of Bibles such 
(1 ) 

as t h e Protestants use . Rev . Francis J. Byrne , 

superintendent of Catholic schools, Diocese of 
(2) 

icr . .Jnond, sa, s tlat outside the reli 0 ious sch ool 

he believes that t h e released time plan is best . 

(1 ) 
(2 ) 

Intervievf. 
Byrne, F . 
Sch ools 11 , 

Virgin·a, 

on Tuay 12 , 1 942 . 
J . 0 eligious = uca t.:on an t __ e Publi c 
Virginia Journal of ducation , ~icr mond, 
ol . x:.l .XV No o 2,, Oc tober 1 41 . 
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The Cath olics in recent years have not 

voiced much opposition to this n ovement. -tis not 

a qu ietness be caus e of a pproval or even s ympathy , 

but they see a faint hope of getting state aid for 

t_eir o\m schools . T_ey feel tha t the State doe s 

them an injustice in cor pelling t hem to pay ta:x:es, 

for schools while they are ~~intaining t heir own 

s chools at their ovm expense . 

In the United States in 1940 they had 

2 ,244 high sch ools and 7 , 957 elementary sch ools 

with a total enrollment of 2 , 440,389 DUPils, and 
( 1 ) 

78 , 521 tea chers. The Catholics who bore the ex-

pense of t h e h i gh sch ools stem also assumed their 

share for the s upport of the public sch ool systemo 

But they t hink that "'t woul d b e just f ort em to re

ceive state a id in giving c ivic education to over two 

million children. 

"e see t h e old question of state aid pre-

sentin0 itself a -ain . In the earl sch ools of 

(1 ) B rne, F . J. 11 R0 ligious Education and t h e Public 
Sch ools 11 , Virg:in ia Journal of ducation, Richmond, 
Virg:inia , Vol . XYJCT No . 2 , October 1941 
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. ·nerica it was common to aid church schools on the 

same basis as t he state sch ools , and s ometime s the 

state aided existing church sch ools vli th.out estab

lish ing any public schools. Hebrews , Presbyterians , 

Me t hodi s t s , Episcopalians , Baptists , Dutch Reformers 

a_1.d catholics vr ere all d er:1.andin 0 the ir part of school 

funds f rom the state . 

In 1842 t he state ligislature of Nevr York 

City in settling a dispute c onc ernin g s tate fun ds, 

l ed the wa- in establish ing pub l ic sch ools free 
(1) 

from religious s e ctarianism. 

Thirty- eight cou.nties tea ch ~eligious Educa

tion according to the released time method . Hr . lt . C. 

I/fi ller asked t _1.e Superintendents of each of these 

counties to express h i mself relative to t h e religious 

work . i'fith out failure every superintendent 0 a ve a 

favorable report to t h is work . We quote some of these 
(2) 

testimonies from Seuperintendents . 

{l ) Cubberley , E . P.: Public Lducation 
Houghton 1.Uf flin Co o Bos ton, Mass-. 

in the u. S . 
1934 

(2 ) Inspiring Testimony , Virginia Counci l of 
Religious Education , Bridgewater , Va. 1942 . 
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Earris onburg Ci t"l-

111'le have had ':Teed Day '1elicious ::duca-
t on in our schools for a 0 00d man 
"I ears and ever rra it __ as been 
en inen tb satisfactory . r:e _ave car
ried it alons rincipa __ in the 0 rades, 
f rom t. e fourth tote sevent • The 
tea chers have been of a ver y hi8h Chris
tian t e and have done a splendid p i ec·e 
of work all along . ~he children en · oy 
the ti e for t __ is class and re anxious 
for t to come . So far as I l-21ow , we 
have not had a sL~ le complaint . 
'The rinci als of the schools all say 
it is a fine piec e of 1-,ork and they 
hoe it will not be discont:nued . ~he 
association of our u ils with these 
fine teachers is very ex ellent indeed . 
r ·e would not vmnt to be w t out this. 
teach_ng in our school syst em and wish 
it could be extended into tie hi[;h sc ool . 11 

. Keister 
D:vision Superintendent 

Pr cess nne 

11 The pro ram of 'eeL Day _e_ie;ious.,.,, uca
tion in tie rincess ne Count chools 
had its inc eption six "Tears a 0 0 . ?rom 
the very outset the pro0 ram ras rece_ved 
widel and enthusiast ca_l- and n ow reac_es 
approximately ninet - eight per cent of t._e 
upi ls enrolled in the fourt , fifth , sixth, 

and seventh grades . 
uThe Count Counc l on 'leek Day ? eli 0 ious. 
Education, vni ch adriin · sters the pro ram, 
includes in its membersh p many of the lead
ing and substantial cit zens of this County 
who cive generousl of their time and ener-

38 



ies to provi de for the instruct ion. 
Uan T favorable co:r; ents conce ... in • 
the instruction and the consecrated 
vrnrker in chare;e ha. ve reached the 
s chool offici a ls and teachers . 
School officials have n ot re ceived 
an unfavorable or advers e cor.rrnent 
c oncernin0 the instruction . It is 
my cm1sidered opin:on that this instru ction 
is of untold value i n our sch ools and I 
cannot visualize a l a ck of it and the 
many character values 1hich accrue from 
this of_ erin • n 

F . VI . Cox 
Division Superintendent 

Prince r. ill:a:m 

1 I am very nuch inter ested in ''.leek Day 
eli ious -ducat i on , and fee l that it af

fords this type of training to man ch 1 -
dren who otherwis e rrnuld h ve no such con
tact . Some of them would not h ave t __ e 
c ontact b ecause of re.1oten ess f rom any Chur ch 
or Sunday Sch ool , others b ecaus e of the fact 
that they are not reached throuu- a._n exist
ing Sunday Sch ool or Church , and a re there
for e goin b v t h out t e trainin . 
11 I am sure that all of our teachers fee l 
t ha t : t is mal:in0 an importc.nt contribution 
to the children in the Count . I beli eve 
the rec ord sh ovrs that Sunday School member
shi in the Count has increas ed nateriall~ 
durin g t e period that Ve ek Day ~e _i~ious 
Education 1as ee carried on in t h e ub ic 
school s n . 

R . C • .:._a on 
Di vision '"' u-oe rin tendent 
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Ther e is sone opposition to this srsten 

by pub_ic school officials . lir . G. L . H. Jo mson, 

Superintendent of Dnnvil e City Schools , is ve_ 

nuch o posed to t _is re l eased time system. _:e 

sent out in uinr s_eets to city superint endents 
1) 

'; e uot e from 

a letter he 1rote to I':r . I, • C. .Iil er , December 

26 , 1941 : 

1) 

11 Spea-cin r· for m self , and out of a deep 
interest in true reli0 ion , I am more 
and more in lined to the belief t __ a t 
tie churches and the h ome s rms t take 
f~ll respons:bility, as institutions , 
fo r rel- 0 ious t rainin0 • It seems to 
::::1e increasin 1 'er:'...lous , despit e t e 
increasir ...... terrors of a vrnrld seer'linCl 
,,i t ... out redor:1inant C ristian n oti ves , 
to u_~derta{e to ut into our ·ublic 
schoo_s , directly or indi:ectl-, a ro-
0rant o_ re~ig:'...ous educa t ion . The les
sons of h i story, both ancient and modern , 
seem to r.1e to v.rarn us a ainst even slight 
departure from the .nerican conce tion 
of s epa_ at ion of c_1u2."ch ai."'1.d State . i s 
we deny t_ e risht of gove~nmen t to in
terfere ·ri t our reli_:ious ractices to 
an e;;:tent , so it seems to me vre mus t 
1 ot ask an con cessions o "'ri vi leges 
or even coo er a tive services from any 
overnment a~enc L"'1. ratters re_i ious . 

r, 
See a e ~55 o_ the · ppendix for a re ort 
of this . 
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On the positive side , t seems to me that 
ne must e::c1forr.1 our supreme task of reli

ious e ucation throuc tie hone and the 
church inst tut ons which the government 
rotects , but in the operation of Hhich it 

does not '7ive direction . 1·e mus t .:::;uard 
more zealous_ than ever our recious 
democratic doctr ::.nes in order that rel~uion 
i tsel.f ma.,- be free . It would ain me if 
an one sho ld construe r. osition to be 
in o osition to a _ar r1ore earnest effort 
to make of us a truly Christian nation . 
! c;ive onl tv10 illustrations 7_ ich s~ow 
-!11.1;1istakably that the his-'-oric issue is 
still very !iiUch a_i ve . n ey c.re t~ ese : 

(1) .L ly last unda ni0ht = .c .. eo.rd a .:;ood 
Catholic ')riest in a radio address fror.1 
~ashin ton stron ·l y advocate our acceptance 
of the traditiona l Catho_ic doctrine of 
the C~urch over al_ - positivel , activel 
acceJt it . I believe he was deepl 
sincere , out of a deep awareness of 
extraordinar spiritual need o 

2 In t e 1 ovember issue of 11 Friends of 
the Public Schoo_s tt , edited b Uajor 
General! os • ~r i es , tnere appears this 
para raph taken ~rom a set of resolutions 
ado ted·by the Su re~e o· c·_ of Scottish 

i te 1Iasons - n; e cor.m end the action o:f 
those States which have :emained stead
fast in t e fundamental rinciple which 
maintains complete separation of Church 
and State; 1:· ich have insisted that 
.Joneys appro' riated for school urposes 
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be spent on tax-su ported, free Public 
Schools on ; that re __ , ion in a.n~ 0 uise 
shall not be taught int e Public Schools . 
:Je reprehend as -unameri can the plan of 
settin 0 as ide sc. ool hours for relisious 
inst r uction , a fvnct_on \I _ic __ should b e 
left to the home and t e C.urch . 1 

l _ the 1 ht of ',7ha t we 1 ovr about the 
bitterness a.'1.d the 1.m christian outcones 
of t_ · s issue in the past , and since true 
_ e l 0 ion is t~ e freest &nd mos t voluntary 
t_ ini:; in the v1orld , it is n- nore reasoned 
belief that v;e ou6 ht a s c~ urch eo le to 
_:..n a war to have t e church and t~ e 
home cooperate irectlr- ::md ore effect~ve-
1 ~n religious training . In essenc e 
religion is volitional . It is _re&. It 
does not des!re to use pouer _ethods . 
·; nen taug.r t it nust be tau.::; _t in i ts com-
pleteness . nd I am convinced that the 
Public School is not t _e place for sue 
teac ing - not the p _ace in any officia_ 
or formal sense . I t ' ink we must t r to 
indoctrinate more de e ly vlith the teach"n0 s 
of Christ , but in the divinely appointed centers 
and vdt h the highest ho e that life in al of its 
relations w 11 manifest a gentler , more kindl, 
truly Christian attit ude . ~or, vhen all is 
said , religion i s attitude; not intellectual 
a chievement. 
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~he tate Departnent , according to ~r . 

?red .-i.lexander , has expressed no view toward 
(1 ) 

th~s movement . On January 26 , 1939 , t ... e State 

:Soard of Education appointed a c omrii:;tee of 

three to s tudy the irn.plica tions of this movenent . 

The committ ee consisted of I.Ir . Blak T . Newton ., 

Hague , Dr . Joseph .1._ . Saunders, Newport :1 ews, and 

Dr . Sidney B. Hall . This c or.nnittee has never 

reported . I n my correspondence vii t_ Dr . 

Saunders , vvho was appointed as chairman of this 

c ommittee , _._e states t_ at he has never received 

an inf ormatio as to the appoin t nent of ~uch 
(2) 

a co:mmi t tee . Therefore , the State has never 

expressed an opinion on t_is release of time 

system. 

(1 ) Letter from Dr . Dabney S . Lfu~caster 
Superintendent Public Ins truction. Se e 
appendix fo r a c op of the letter . 

(2 ) See a pend.ix fo r a c opy of the letter . 

43 



• 

Chapter 

Conclusions 

Considering that tie control and support 

of the schools are ecoming nore and ~ore cen

tralized and that the local community is fast 

losing control and respons bility fort: e su -

port and admin:stra tion o~ the local school , this 

makes the quest on of re_igious education more 

serious . ..ui a smal_ cormnuni ty there mi0h t n ot 

be any serous objection to the Protestants 

teachin the Bi bl e int e public school , if the 

local communi t vms solely res pons ible for the 

local schoo_, and there were no Jevrn or Cat· olics 

in the communit • But toda-- with the state 0 reat 

l y gainin in power over the local sc_ ool and 

f ~~ds f rom r ic areas ~eing sent to oor ones ~o 

brin0 educat · on up to a sta.ndard, t en Yre rmst 

realize that more t an one reli3ious sect v1ill be 

involved . It seens that the dancer is not for t e 
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~tate at presen t but for the chur ch . The 

Protestant churches through cooperation will 

be p lacing their ovm individual freedom in the 

hands of a maj ority . In all f orms of relig ious 

edu cation in the public schools - the devotional 

period, the state Syllabus, a n d t.e eleased time 

me thod - the question of the separat ion of the 

State and the Church aris eso In view of what 

our forefathers suff e r ed b ecau se of S tate and 

Church relationship , we do no t believe that the 

meri can people wis h a union of t he S tat e and t h e 

C_urch . _et in our zeal for the cause of reli

g ion, v;hich i s so dear to us r eri can people , we 

tread on ground 'vhich leads very c l o s e to the 

outer r ealm of that which is i d eal relig i ou s 

freedom o We are setting our om religious t rap . 

o t e a ch er of any relig ious sect or denomination , 

wh o has a· ythin g basi ca l l y worth while to say, can 

s erve sa,tisfactorily as common denominator f or all . 
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If the pub_ic schools u ve an adequate education 

to the children they are fulfilling reli 0 ious 

ends . T ey cann ot teach rel 0 ions , but in a 

denocr•ac they will teach religion , if' b re

lie;ion v,e understand a devot on to so_ e of our 

hi hest ideals and aspirations . 

The Jews offer the I D..'...sr::iissed11 tir::ie as 

a lternate to the resent ractices of' reli 0 ious 

education in the ublic schools . T ~is :rould re-

quire the ublic schools to dismiss all the chil

dren some one afternoon dur g t _ e vreek , so as 

to allow churc_es to give rel i ,ious instruction 

to the children of the r fa th, wit out checkin 0 

their attendance or requirin0 those rrho do not 

go to reli~ious school to remain in the public 

school . This , carri~d to its f na_ co clusion, 

,.,o 1 on_y be the sc:!.1.ool dropping t e matter of 

.,_ el ie;ious education entirel , , allovrin6 church es 

to teach relig on v,heneve r they c oose . This 

4 



is probabl the best me t hod , in view of the i m

plications oft e others ste . 
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PP ..... -'1DIX 

General Outline 

dventures in Christian Livinb 

GRADE l GOD ' S LOV_ G CR 
Unit 1 - God cares for us t h roug..h our 0 rovm- up 

school- friends 
-nit 2 - Go cares _or us t rough Jesus (C ristnas ) 
-n t 3 - God ca_es f or our hea l th 
Unit 4 - God shows _is loving care through us 

to our sc oo+ friends 
r - _ • t 5 - God cares f or us t rou 0 _ na ture 
Unit - God cares for us throu1:r½ our _ones 

G DE 2 
Un2.t 
Unit 

Unit 
Unit 
Unit 
Unit 

GOD 
-

2 -
3 -
4 -
5 -

rro_ I'S -- OUG_ 
God ' s he _ ers 
Christmas and 
he lper 
God ' s hel ers 
God ' s he lpers 
God ' s he_pers 
God ' s he l pers 

,.,. IS :~LPE s 
in t,. e COl:11'..llm. it 

Jesus as God ' s 

i n _ea _t_ 
in the Church 
in nature 
in t h e h ome 

G DE 3 T __ O :~ JT GOD 1S : ORLD 

r eatest 

Unit 1 - t h ome in God 1 s out - of- door rorld 
~ :ii t 2 - God ' s ch i :n.dren around t he ·rnrld 

celebrate Christmas 
Unit 3 - Jesus at home in God I s Yrnrld 
-rnit 4 - God ' s chi dren in ot_er _ands 

GFJi.D.u 4 ' 0 SHIPING GOD . '.11 EO ND AT CEL 1CH 
Uni t * - We worship ur Heavenl a t her .... t 

home and church 
Christnas wors _ip at home and church 
Hebrew h ome life an vorshi p 

lin it 2- -
Uni t 3 
Unit 4 - l\ ew Testanent h ome life and wor ship 

Gru D 5 r_:1_:E :i3 I LE , ow. GUIDE BOOY' _ 0 H PP LIV ....... m 
unit 1 - Eow did our Bi b le come to be? 
Unit 2 - 1,. e _ife of Je sus 
Unit 3 - ~ e Bible and our ever ar problen o_ 

l iving 
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G_'DE 
Unit 

Unit 
-Jn . t 

G DE 7 
Unit 
Unit 
Unit 

m SC ~-IOOL 1.'!ITH GOD 
1 - _he earl"' Hebreus learn to Krl.OW and 

e v1.:.th God 
2 - The Pro hets., spokesnen for God-
3 - 1: ow :r.1.ay I know God bet t er? 

STIA - CHURC_ -
1 - be 6 inn inc of t ~e Christian Church 
2 - T_.Le church , es terda and toda -
3 - H m-r can v,e buil the { n 6dor1 of God 

in our world? (1) 

1 ) Se cµred fron Virsinia Council of Re _igious 
" ucation , Br i d,.,.·ewater , irginia . 
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PP , JDIX 

?PLIC ... .L :o ... , ID.I 

All a9p icants for position as tes.cher in Vir0 i n ia Week 
Da Church Schools should fil l out t his application form 
and return it to the Vir 9 inia Counc 1 of Religious Education, 
Inc ., Brid.,,:,evira ter, Vircinia . Photo ·...,. r a. h necessary . 

}.ame 

ddress 

Physical Condition - -------
• be Denonination 

Present Occapation 

name To . _rs . ""..:r . Gr~d . 

(a) !:i 0 h Sc ool 
:rame :Jo . :.rs . _r . Grad . 

(b) :Torna _ 
:Tame De 0 ree -.:a · or :-o . _rs . ""..::.."' . Gra" . 

( C ) co_le,.,. e 
Seninar- or _Jane Degree .=a ·or ro . Yrs . 2:.."' . Q_ aci . 
Graduat e 

( d) Schoo l 

'.:'EA ~~=:r: G :3:tC?:2 I~~C3 I :3 GE1 :::::i L :::::D"'J L':::O : ( ::::ndica te sub i e ct , 
srade , and da te) 

Have you been cert ified to teach LD Public Schools? 
Date ----- -

SP ..:<..CI L s:iR .. n: _: G : n REL ,_ G::cous EDU T:on (Be Specific 
Bib e Courses Se:r.1.e ster , - ,ere Taken \"'hen Taken 
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Courses i n hurch '.lor K 

z:-: 1•_nci ')l es of ~ ucation 

I:ethods of 

Other Courses 

LEJ'ill'"' s-_IP -, '-PERI , -cE ~1 s:::.,_GJ:OUS :::::ff CATIOI : (If spaces bel ow 
are _eft bank, it will be assune d that the a p licant ~as h&d 
no leadership experience in the fie ld indicated ) 
(a) _resent relationshi to the Church Schoo l ___ ___ _ 

(b) Experience in Di visioIB of the C _urch : 
_·Jo . :..r•s • :To . Yrs 

Children ' s Division 
:..ouns Peopl e ' s ~i ision 

Ldult Di .ion ----
(c) xperience in ot:ier phases of' Chu_ c ~-iork 

d ) Other experience :i.n Uh_i,,is t · an worl:: 

c~~TER .. \L : 
_ . Do :rou lead s in0 in ? lay _ano or o t ner ir1str1 • ent? 

2 . &re ~o vi 0 orous ~nd au0ress~ve in your ~anner and spee c , 
or are ,-ou t ir.-:id a n d s onerrha t s lorr? 
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3 . ·.lould ""ou descr:.b e -rourself as c onservative or libera in 
-.,our 0 eneral re_ [;ious fa it' -· --.,__,,...___,.._ It 70U_ be of is Jc ~_:nct 
adva.ri ta . e if -rroa rn _ld f:. e brief statenent on separat sheet 
r ic 1.-rot._d ~ i ve ~ our vi ens about _per sonc. li ty of God , Diet-s 
of Jesus , Irmorta it: of u.:._e Sou_, et c . 

4 . Do you sn_oke? _ Do :rou d in _ beer or an:,r kind of i quor ._ 



5 . 

• 

7 o 

s. 

9 . 

Do you ance? 

An"' h obbies or special a ccon::-i :.shnents . - - - - - - - -
If e _ected to osition , wil_ rou enc.eavor to fo __ ow 

_ ,:enei->al the l an of t :ie -- r in · a Cou_nci_ C -r>ricul 
·"'ui d e and cooperate lo-rally with the loca_ couni ttee 
and with tr:e State Council f ~,e_ sious 3ducation? 

If e ect d , do ""rou p_edge to rer1a in this 90s tion 
or the ful l school tern, ur1-ess p_ ... evente ~: il nos s 

or other n n - -reventable c&uses? - - - ---------
If elected, wil yo be ab e to renai in t ... _is ~1os i 
tion fo r a second t ·rn , ifs requested by the local 
or.:;aniza tion? - - --------------- ----- -
Give references as follows : 

(a) Ha~:1es 
c once 
fait , 

(b)Ta?."1es 

nd addressed of three eople '.71:o can test .:r-.. 
in0 our cha:-acter , attitude , re_icious 
e tc: 

nd addresses of three _eople w o can testi -
f,r or 0 i ve estir1ate concernin - our abi_i t:~ c. s a 
teacher : 
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r:::::.,.e Centra_ Con-::erence o:: -neri.can ::a' b · s , in 
Cor1non VIi t_1. el_ov1 citizens o_ a l_ reli 0 _ous 
faiths , ,_ s over reco,:_ ized tl:e L.1p erative need 
t ' romote o..nd .:ntens if~ reli~ious education i 
t ~_e ::nterest of t:10 ind:. i ua_ o..na c.o::1ocracy; 
c..nd has re,::;arded t:1.e c~ al_en::::;e of this nee a s 
con::ront i n 0 not the State , but t:_c c_ - ch s..nd 
S--:mavosue an t -e l ome . 
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r:::10 this ond , t~rn Con_e_e::1ce , throu _ its Con7.ittee 
on C _rch o.nd State , has stood on ,c;uard a 0ainst 

n:r encro c_1:.:1ent - p n the • -ierican principle of 
separ tion of Chu ch and State , and throuu-- .:ts 
Cor:__ i ttee on Jev1ish Education has succeeded in 
steadily increasin t~e effectiveness of reli-ious 
education vii thout the -oa c l: n 0 of t __ e State . 

=t is ui t l: thi s ai;::1 o"!: ete:-nal vi 0 i_a!1ce &s a 
saf e 0 uard to de __ oc_ acy , an rri th this bac =Grou...nd 
botn of p ositive ~e_i 6ious vonvict ion and of 
o. chieved construct i ve service in reli0 ious edu
cation , t:1at t;::e Confcre:ice re 0 ::...sters .: ts oppo
sition to the :;.."'e_ease tL e p _an , ::iov1 in e _fect L 
sone co_rr1unit.:es &nd under considerat ion in others o 

rie be_ieve that t~e _ ::.--esent pro.::;ra. of the :)ublic 
schoo_s can we_l be used for character build · n 0 

nd trainin0 in citizens i:p ., but ue do not believe 
t at it be c _ar ed in an uay with 1"esponsibi_ · ties 
u c belon0 to t~e Church and the S:maGov e , and 
even 1o~e , tote hone . 



··. e is-a:)prove of a:.1 - procedu:be b.,- nhic t_ is 2'.'0 -

.:-:;rar..1 is . ade to sponsor deno::tlna t · ona_ acti i ties, 
nd b uich nerican ch:.ldren wi tl1in t_1e :? b _ic 

scho ls rre classified ~n aivided a lonr secta
~ian lines . 

·::e a :."e prou of t __ e pro.:::;ress r:hich has oen ::_a e , 
:'...n no snall ··m:r tl rou.:;.11. t e Co1;1nission on -o vis_~ 
~ cation, b~in~inz; abou_t a co~di t.:on :L.vi r.rl1.i c_ 
1:!ore t:.:r.ie .:.s bein...., devoted to :>eli....,ious i::.1.str1:.c
tion, teachers a_ e better trained, and hll)roved 
text oo~rn an ' c 1rricu l a:. e bein.c; ut:'... :'...zed . 

': e will see that t_1is wor ... uoes on ui t:1 :: creas.:.nc 
res .1 ts , ana , as a noans to t~:is end , · e recou.! .en 
t~1at the · .. u 1:5..c school da, be s ortened to n&ke 
a vai_able a _:rea ter interva _ i n tine i n i:r _ic _, in
depencien t of tho sc ool an school D..uthorities ., 
parents and re_i3io·J..s leaders r;iay 0 i ve n en_ar.;
in.:::; :place to reli 0 ion in t _ .. e tota education of 
t he child . 
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Re li_sio-:s Educat i on Sv.:-i:rnar v 1 a . C:;. t i es , 
~ _94_ 

l exandr a · No coo_ e r -c:.:..ve pro ___,ra.v. on :>e l "0 iou s 
e-uca tion . Supt . c oes n o t f avor even t h ou'"_,h 
the instruc t ors b e :!:)a i d b - _oca l c _urc_1 c ou..n-
cil 

I.3r i s t ol : Pla:nni nr t o _a n ch such a ~ r o,::ran t _J.is 
ses sion. Not c er tain . -------- ------ - - - - -
Buena Vis ta : =~as coope i.,a ti ve :::.. ... eli_;ious edl1.ca t i. on 
pro 0 r ar.1 , vdt~'l 43 :.-:inute ei•iod :9e r week in each 
:c our t_ and ::'i t> c:;:adc se c t i on . s-__ er vi s ed b 
Supt . 'I'eacher :'.)a i d b~- clrrc 1 c ouncil . Coi.::., s e 
op tiona l . ~ -1 ::'ourt_ n d f i ft h '-.Jr ade ?Upi _s 
_:take pro~_a_:_. _. ______ _ _____ _ ___ ____ _ 

Clif t on 7or 1e : ~- o p::.. ... o._,rar;1 . ~orner Supt . (I.=r . 
Bl ankin shi p sta t ed he ' ::. not favor p:o.:::;ran of 
r•e li .:::ious educa tion i ::i l)UO i c s c:1oo_s c ·c:i ~,-r.1.ere 
the i ns tru c tor s a r e :._'Ja i d by loc a cl~u-·c.:~ c ounc i _ ., 

Superin tenden t does Char .... ot tes vi lle : 1 o nr o.:::;ra_11. 
n o t f a vor sue a prorran . - - ~-~-- - ·- - ~--- ---- ----
Danvil_e : ::o -·) r o .::;ran . S1.nt . c. oe s not f u vor an-. 
1'J1-- osr n t h a t -,7oul d in any ~a:nner 1.:a_-e t: e ::., u-o_i c 
s c_ ool authorit i e s res ponsi le or i n ~l~ u:..1ion o::' 

hu- ch a n d . tate . i- o- does l:e e _i e e the ') o-
~JO s e d )la n ':,-oul cl o.c c or.1:;i l ish :)u,:•pos e . 

:: o pro,:1--a m. Su::>t . not _n I a vor 
pro r•ran . 

__ c..: .: on : : o pro.::;ram . Sup t . ~ ot i n favor o~ such 
a p::•o:__yam. . 
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_rarrisonburg : La s such a p ro--'r n . ~cet s in class
room 0 enera_},r twice a rree"": . Co:rnr:mnit se _e cts 
and pas teacher , but does not par an bui_din0 

costs . Gi ven in fo1:.rt_ , fifth ., and sixt __ 0 r des . 
Supt . approves and sta tes e f eet is noticeabl; 
rood . ~ ----------------------------
I.i'"Ilchbur r o pro,:;ram. Su t , very doubtfu_ c..nd 

int-u.itivel .. afra i d O.L t 11 • 

1:artinsville : No pro,sra:m. Super::.ntendent ' s a tti
tude If would depend upon c.:.rc1: 1s tanc es 11 • 

lI e\T8ort :Tevrn : !: o ro 0 ram . D d have one onc e . D s -
continued because local chur ch co11 c il fa::.-ed t o a . 
the salary of tea cher . 

:Torfol.,:: · ~~ o j_Jro._;ran. S·upt, vroul d n ot fa ·or t ... 1e lan 
s 1 ';:;__.,es ted . 

Petersbur 9 : Ho ;_Jro.:.,ram. S· pt . Hoi1-l c not favor 
pro cram of tb.e ty~ e &nt i.ci::.J&ted - t' ,.e t~ ~ e s:1pJorted 
nainl" b,- conrnLY1 i t :,r churc ~ cou11.cil , :Jresuna·o_ • 

Portsnouth : Ho pro_:;ram. Supt . ,.,oul d not favor· such 
& pro ~ra:n . 

.. : iJo - -----
0 to 

pro.c;ram . "Board refused about tv10 
ut in the cooperative re_i io· s edu-

cation plan11 • 

_ oanol::e : Ho J:'O.'.:_;ram . Supt . receptive to plan 
11 con duc f ed by church i n a coope at · ve Lanner11 • 

Ead s ch a ::?- 0 0 ran f or a w_ ile , b · t II d isco~ tinued 
be cause of lac of d~mani c leadershi on t e ~a-t 
of t __ e clllu~c,. ·roup11 : ( l ) -

1 
h is coopera tive progr am whi ch Mr . Johnson speaks of 

is t hat v,hich is ment _on e d on pa g e ele ven a s ··rork 
of t h e ministers and relig i ous l eaders in 1930, a n ' 
n ot the Ech ool p roc r am f or Dib l e tea ch in . 
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Sout:b. Horfolk : 1- 0 pro:;ram. Some t houGht 
bein0 ven t h e idea , s ponsored ~ . ~ . 

is 
• 

l ot __ i n r· def n.:.t e bein:; c~on e . 

Staunton : Lini ted · ro.:::;ram, cons stinu o:.. Q_d 
'restament o 2.-Tev1 Testa~,1ent histor• • r:iea cher 
pa i d throuGh ministerial assoc iat i on . C asses 
sc_ eduled li_rn ot_ ers , but no control of teo. c ,. er . 
l.:pro:;;:in tely si:rt:r e r cent of st den ts take 
3 _ble histor:t- c ourse . n . ar:i. ous os"c:'...nc-..te s of its 
e:'fe c tivene ss , criticism h av..i..n.= to do more n :'... th 
personalities t _an wit_ )o _i c , . tt Supt . favor s 
present r actic e . 

:as cooperative r o; r an ~or srades 3- 6 
i _ white s cho ol s three times pe· week . uper-
vision by reGu lar school auth o it i es . Tea cher 
not pa i d b - School Boa_ d . -ro payment _ or bui ld-
inG c os ts o Supt . seems to f vor , but dds , 11 \'.'e 
have had severa l r_ eu.dac 1es I over · t 11 • 'Jo t . 
tau:-ht i n hi "·h s chool . r.:ost c __ i l dren take it ., 

~illiamsbur0 : ~ o proG~am. Su t . d oes not favo 
p l an . 

,. inc es te1" . 
p l an . 

Ho · ro::;ra r.1 . Su t . does not fa or 

Jote : 1 c.:.ties ,._ave d evotiona ls ·n one fo rra 
or C-j_'l o .... he r . 
All want re_i 0 ious education b~ proper 
net_od , t seems clear . 

G. L . _: . Jo_..nson , Su erin ten dent . 
of Schoo l s , anville , irsin i a 



1 .... ::." . 1:, • Cl-re en 
:atural ~~id e Station 
Vi r;inia 

111::e ____ ve tr10 teac ~er s of Bi l e .:.n tl1e __ oano-~e 
Sc ... ools , one in Jefferson Senior 3 i d~ School 
(' ihite) &n d one :.n Luc - ddison __ · sh c ... _oo l 
Colore ':11:e se teachers a r e ca :-ried on 

our regu lar S ch oo l 3oard ayrol , a _ong v1i t h 
tea c ers of al l other subjec ts . tea cher 
of Bible ha s the sarae classification a s 
teac ers of any ot·_er subject . .Je us e the 
Bible Course Outline s furnished b ~, t __ e State 
vepart1'1ent . n 

Ver7 trul-- JOU s , 

D. E . •~Qui l k i n 

Super::Jitenci.en t 
:1.oano~ e Cit~, P b_ic cr-_ools 
:i,oano_-i::e , ·vi1" 0 inia 
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C 011:.IOl : . ..c.: :.TE: 0...,, VIRG D~ D 

.' pril 23 , 1943 

11 J'.:r . v; . <..1 . Gre en 
~ atura l Bridge Station 
Vir -i nia 

11 1.: dear r:r . Green : 

n=n re~)ly t o your l etter to ~:r . Harr :•oster , I 
have r e~ erred to t1e n inutes of t _e Sta t e 3oard 
of Education and find t_1a t cc t the __ eetin6 he ld 
on ~ uar, 2 , 1 039 , a cor.11u. tt ee was appointed 
cons is ting o k.r . Bl ake T . newton , ra:;u.e , Dr . 
Josep_ H. Saunders., I-im Port news , and m, rede
c essor as Superintendent o~ Publi c Instruction , 
Dr . Sidney B. Hall . '=:his c or;rrnittee -.ras t o _ornu-
late report to be ) resented to the Board at a 
later date . There seeL1s to b e no .L urther referen c e 
to the wor k of the co ,rrnittee . 

11 ::;: a say that several mont sago t _e State Boa rd 
of Education a ppro ved a new c ourse in r eli , ·ious. 
educatio , 11 ':Che Bible in our !ler ican Lifer? , pre
pared by a committ ee headed b Dr . S . Vernon 
,:ccasland, ?rofessor of Bib lical Litera t ure at t· e 
0niversity of V-'r 0 inia . .Lhis course 1:1ay b e sub-
stituted for an one o:' the three outline. cou rses. 
t hat were approved some y ears a.gob the Sta te 
3oa rd o_ ducation , to be us ed in c ourses i n reli -
iou s educat ion . 
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n:f . _ can be of _ urth er se_ vice , l.Jlease call 
on ne . 1 

"S::i..ncerel ... - 7,rours , 

Daone~ S . Lancas~er 

Superintendent µb ic 
Instruct io II 
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l PP.t.; JD .1 ... l 

1"ev'lport News , v.;... . 

Au.::;ust 11 , 1943 

11 I.l:i • 1. • • J • re en 
~-;-a tura_ Brid0 e Station 
"'I irGinia 

11 ~e::_Jlyin0 to ::,~ot.rs of J u _y 30 , I 1a ve no in-
1'orma tion of the appo.:n t nent of t .,_e c o .. v_1i ttee 
b; t he State Department o_ ~ ucat·on to in
vest i cate and report on t e Vi .;inia Re-ig ious 
..t:. u ca tion in t~ e Publi c Sc _ools . 11 

Yours t rul ~ , 

Joseph H. Saunders 

Supe:r• ntendent 
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