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Chapter I 

What is China ' s Destiny? 

1. Introduction 

In late 1942, as China was threatened by Japanese 

encroachment and beset b y internal economic and political 

problems, Chiang Kai - shek, director - g e neral ( Tsung - ts"ai) of the 

Kuomintang (hereafter, KMT ) , busily comp i led his magnum opus, 

China's Destinv. Published on 10 March 1943, to ma r k the 

anniversary of Sun Yat-se n ' s death, this book soon became known 

to KMT ideologues as the "best textbook for politi cal education," 

after Dr. Sun ' s Three Principles of the Peop le. 1 Its detractors 

simply labeled it the "Chinese Mein Kampf." China ' s Destiny is 

indeed a somewhat dull, long-winded v er s ion of modern Ch inese 

history, with overtones of nostalgia for the era in which 

Confucian ethics were still intact . To a modern reader, it does 

not s eem shocking in the least. How is it that such a book 

became so controversial? 

One answer can be foun d in the epigraph by Philip Jaf fe . If 

China ' s Destiny were just an academic e x e rcise, it soon would 

have been neglected on the shelves of libraries and bookstores. 

1wang Ching-ch" ing, "Educational Value of China ' s Desti ny," 
Chungking Central Daily News, 25 April 1943, trans. in George 
Atcheson, Jr., dis patch no. 1220 to Secretary of State, 31 May 
1943, U.S. Department of State, no. 893.44 Chiang Kai-shek/109, 
enclosure no. 6, 1. See also Lo Kang, "A Review of China ' s 
Destiny," Chungk ing Central Daily News, 27 April 1943, trans. in 
Atcheson no. 1220, enclosure no. 4, 1. Lo calls China's Destiny 
an " epochal wor k." 

1 
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It was more than just a scholarl y work, howeve r· China's Destiny 

was an attempt to influence the thought of Chin a ' s citizens, 

especially the you th . 2 China ' s students had long opposed 

government policies, from the May Fourth Movement in 1919 to 

demands f or a united front and constitu tional government in the 

1940s . KMT leaders instituted many programs, such as the San Min 

Chu Yi Youth Corps, to persuade students to adhere to "orthodox" 

party doctrines. China ' s Destiny played an important role in this 

indoctrination program, as a political bible to be digested and 

absorbed. Students, army officers, civil servants, and members 

of the Youth Corps all were required to read and pass 

e x amina tion s on the book . 3 

To encourage people to read the book, t h e KMT sold Ch i na ' s 

Destiny at a special discount . The Cheng Chung Book Compan y 

(manag ed b y Ch ' en Li-fu, Minister of Education, and his brother, 

Ch ' en Kuo-fu, a member of the KMT Central Executive Committee), 

pub lishe r of China's Destiny. usually priced books the same 

2Philip J affe, "Commentary on China ' s Destiny and Chinese 
Economic Theory," in Ch ina ' s Destiny, trans. Jaffe (New York: 
Roy Publishers, 1947), 295-297. 

3Jaffe , "The Secret of China ' s Destiny," in China's Destiny, 
20 . The importance of the book to the Generalissimo also is 
evident from comparison with a classical Chinese translation of 
the Bible commissioned by Chiang . Dr. Quo Tai-chi, former 
Chinese embassador to England, told American ambassador to China, 
Cl arence E . Gauss , that while twenty to thirty persons had been 
hired under Wang Chung-hui to translate China ' s Destiny, John C . 
H . Wu (Wu Chin-hsiung) had to wor k on his Chinese translation of 
the Bible alone. Charles E . Gauss dispatch no . 1695 to 
Secreta r y of State, 18 October 1943, U . S. Department of State, 
no. 711.93/540, enclosure no . 1, 3 . 
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length as Chi na ' s Desti ny at twenty Chi n ese dollars. China ' s 

Destiny, while pri nted on better quali t y paper, was priced at 

onl y five dollars . 4 The KMT hoped to s t imul a te sal es of Chi ang ' s 

work by making it af fordabl e to even the most poverty-stricken 

students . 

2. China ' s Destiny as a Secret Document 

China ' s position a s one of the Bi g Four i n Wor ld War II 

na t urall y aroused much interest in Ch ina among the Allies . 

Ther e fo re, the publication of a book by Chiang Kai - shek could 

hardl y go without notice a n d criticism . Ye t, mu ch of the book ' s 

conte nts r e mained a secret to Western observ ers. Newspaper 

correspondents in China were n ot allowed to quote from the boo k 

in dispatches, an d while e x cer pt s were translated in t he West 

Ch in a Mi s sionary News a nd a s ummary released b y the Ch i nese 

Mini s t r y of Informati on, no English transla t ion was forthcoming 

unt i l 1947 four y ea r s afte r i t s publ i ca tion date. 

Perhaps this e x pla ins the va g u e and e x aggerated quality of 

Western s ta t emen t s o n the book . In many cases, Western writers 

based their commentaries on i n formants (whose ob j ectiv ity was 

questionable) and rumors from State Department a n d War Department 

4At cheson to S ecretary of State, 31 Ma y 1943, in 
Depa rtmen t of S tate , Foreign Relations of The United 
China 1943 (hereafter, USFR 1 9 4 3) (Washington , D . C . : 
States Gove rnment Pri n ti ng Office, 1957), 2 47 . 

U . S. 
States, 

United 
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officials who had access to a translation by 31 Ma y 1943 . 5 

As late as Januar y 1946, before either the Jaffe translation 

or the authorized translation by Wang Chung-hui were released in 

the United States, si x congressmen asked to s ee the S t ate 

Department's translation of China ' s Destiny, but were flatl y 

refused on the grounds that Chiang ' s book was a top-secret 

d ocument which could not be released to the public . 6 It was 

strange that a book whi ch had already been published (albeit in 

Chinese) in San Francisco by an enterprising Chinese immigrant 

would be considered a top-secret document. Why did Chiang Kai-

shek' s statement on China ' s pl ace in the postwar world remain a 

closed boo k to most Western readers? 

First, the Kuom i n tang held that China ' s Destin y was 

primari l y for domestic consumption, no t for China ' s allies to 

scrutinize. Ev e n in his introduction to t he authorized 

translation by Wang Chung-hui, Lin Yu-t'ang stressed that 

Chiang ' s book was meant for Chinese readers . China ' s Destiny, 

Lin reminded Western read e r s , was an el aboration o f Chiang ' s 

speech on 11 Ja_nuar y 1943 , entitled "New Treaties: New 

Responsibilities . " I t described to China ' s citizens t he 

responsibilities China faced after the abrogation of the unequal 

5Ibid., 244 . Atcheson wrote that on req u est of the State 
De partment, a translation was enclosed with his dispat c h. The 
t r anslati o n was given to At cheson by the British Embassy, which 
requested that the source remain confidential . Th is is the fi rs t 
reference in the State Department files to an Engli sh 
t ranslat ion . 

6Jaffe, "Secret," 18. 



treaties, "gro wing out of her great heritage and her new status 

as an independen t nation . 11 7 

I n ad d ition, the S t at e De partment ma y have wanted to avoid 

dissemination of China's Destiny in light of the book's an ti -

5 

liberal tone . Perhaps they wished to p r otect the Ameri c an public 

from a "men ta l Pearl Harbor," when the truth abou t Chi an g Kai

shek' s an ti - democratic beliefs was revealed . 8 The State 

Department also ma y have want ed to avoid any embar rassing 

comparisons be tween imperialist penetration i nto China i n the 

nineteenth cen t ury, which was strongl y indicted in Ch iang ' s book, 

and U . S. policy in Chin a d u ring the 1940s. 9 

Finall y, the KMT may hav e feared Chi ang ' s dev ot i on to 

Confucianism would be misun der s tood by Wes te rners . Lin Yu-

t'ang ' s Between Tears and Laughter, li k e China's Destiny 

em phas ized Confuci an ethics and criticized Western philos ophy, on 

the grounds tha t it would ruin China ' s traditional culture . The 

7Lin Yu-t'ang "Introduction to China ' s Destiny," in China ' s 
Des ti ny, autho riz e d trans . Wang Chung-hui ( New York : MacMillan , 
1947), vii-viii . A well-known Chinese wr iter in the 1930s and 
1940s, Lin was the autho r o f My Country a nd My People , among 
other wo rks . 

8Lt. Ali da C . Moyer, " Political Si tuation in China," in U . S . 
Congress, Senate, Su bc ommittee to Inves t igate the Administrat ion 
of t h e In te rnal Security Act and Othe r I nternal Security Law s of 
the Committee on t he Judiciary, The Amerasia Papers : A Clue to 
t he Catastroohe of Chi n a ( hereaft e r, Amerasia), ed . Anthon y Kubek 
(Wa shing ton : U . S. Government Printing Office, 1970), 427 . Lt . 
Moy er noted tha t her informant, Ag ne s Smedl ey, a journalist of 
left-wing persuasion, beli e v ed Americans wer e head ed for a 
" mental Pear l Harbor" when t hey found out the truth about 
Chiang' s undemocra t ic ideas a n d pol i cies . 

9J a f fe, "Secre t " 19 . 



po or reception of Lin ' s book ma y have caused KMT officials to 

worry that China ' s Destiny would attract many criti cs. 10 While 

criticism of Lin ' s book could be confined to literary c ir cles, 

criticism of Chiang ' s work might unfavorab l y affect China ' s 

r e lationship with the Allies . Thus, an x iety over We s tern 

reactions to China's Destiny was reasonabl e. 

Of these reasons why China ' s Destiny should be withheld 

6 

from the West, the claim t ha t i t was for domestic consumption and 

the fea r of widespread criticism seem most plausible . In fact, 

the or iginal edition of China ' s De stiny was withdra wn fr om 

ci rculation after the sale of 500,000 copies, in deference to the 

adverse reaction of foreign officials . 11 Afterwards, a revised 

edition was released which omitted the most strongl y-word ed 

con d emnations of imperialism and toned down Chiang ' s demands for 

the return of Hong Kong, Kowloon, Tibet, and Outer Mongolia . The 

Kuomintang authorities, however, still held that the book was 

on 1 y for Chinese readers . 12 

3 . Who wrote China·s Destiny ? 

If controversy over the failure of the Kuom i ntang and the 

State Departmen t to release a translation of China ' s Destiny and 

lOibid . , 22. 

11Edgar Snow, Peop 1 e on Our Side ( Ne w York: Random House, 
1944 ), 280 . 

12John S . Service, "Diges t of Ch i na's Destiny : Re vised 
Edition," in Maj. V . F . Meis ling, "Report on China--Poli t ical, 
enclosing a digest b y John S. Se rvice of Chiang Ka i - shek ·s book 
China's Destiny," in Ameras ia , 41 0 . 
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con fusion over the difference between the original and revised 

editions were not enough, there was an additional problem: the 

question of authorship. Solomon Adler, then serving in China as 

a U.S . Department of the Treasury representative, claimed that 

the author of China ' s Destiny was none other than T 'ao Hsi-sheng, 

a Japanese-educated, "crac k brained dilettante and plagiarist" 

antipathetic to Western thought. 13 Philip Jaffe, editor of the 

journal Amerasia, also intimated that the book was written by 

T'ao, a former professor at Peiping University . 14 Agnes Smedley 

believ ed that China's Destiny was written for Chiang by "a 

lieutenant in the army of Wang Ching-wei." Ch'en Po-ta ' s 

critique, which she passed on to the State Department, clarified 

her statement. Ch'en asked sarcastically, was the KMT so lacking 

in learned men that T ' ao Hsi -sheng, "infamous for his association 

with t h e Nanking traitors, his constant advocacy of fascism and 

opposition to the U. N., and his still-continuing ideological 

l in ks with Wang Ching-wei," would be asked to write for- Chiang 

Kai-shek, symbol of resistan ce to Japan? 15 

As for- T ' ao, he claimed that Chiang had or-iginally 

entr-usted editor-ship to Ch ' en Pu-lei, a member- of the KMT Central 

13solomon Adler, "Discussion on Chinese Economic Theory" in 
Ser-vice, memor-andum to Assistant Chief of Staff, G-2, on Chinese 
Economic Theor-y, in Amer-asia, 597. 

14Jaffe, "Seer-et," 20-21. 

15ch' en Po-ta, "Cr- i tique of China's Destiny, " in Moyer, 428 . 



Executive Commit tee from Chiang ' s native province of Chekiang. 

When Ch ' en became ill, T'ao accepted responsibility, as he was 

8 

Ch' en ' s secretary . 

Chiang's mistakes. 

T'ao insisted that his job was merely to edit 

Chiang himself wrote al 1 of the material . 16 

Maurice Votaw, an American member of the Chinese Ministry of 

Information 's International Department, suppor ted T ' ao ' s claim. 

According to Votaw, the book was repetitious, as were all of the 

General issimo ' s writings an d speeches . 

Chiang wrote China ' s Destiny . 17 

Hence, he suspected tha t 

T'ao ' s invo l v ement in the writing of China ' s Destiny lay 

somewher e between these two opposing interpretat i o ns . T ' ao 

pro b abl y did not write the wor k , but he ma y hav e con tributed more 

t han just correcting Chiang 's errors. The information of Jaffe 

a nd Adler is questionabl e on three counts: 18 First, T ' ao was not 

educated in Japan (a lthough he did serve as an assistant to Wang 

Ching-wei, head of the Japa n ese puppet government in Nanking, 

be for e returning to Chu ng k ing as a hero). Second, i t is 

misleading to c ar icature him as hos tile to Western philosophical 

c oncepts because T ' a o used Mar x ist dialectic - mater i alsim to 

a na lyz e Chinese histor y . T h ir d , T ' ao · s own e x planations of 

16 Arif Dirlik, "T' ao Hsi-sheng: The Social Limits of 
Change," i n The Limits of Change : Essays on Conservative 
Alterna t i ves in Republican China, ed . Charlotte Furth 
( Cambr i dge: Harvard University Press, 1976), 404. 

17Atcheson, memorandum of conversat i on with Maurice Votaw, 30 
Ma y 1943, i n Atcheson n o. 1220 to Secretary of State, enclosure 
no. 7, 1 . 

18Dirlik 403-404. 
' 



China ' s decline, and views of Chinese traditional culture, 

diff e red from those given in China ' s Destiny . While China ' s 

Destiny expressed nostalgia for China ' s past, T ' ao criticized 

traditionalists . "Once the feudalists open their mouths," he 

wrote , "one is reminded of the Three Dy nasties, Han, and T ' ang" 19 

T ' ao stressed the particular historical and social needs of the 

moment . In the journal Wen-hua Chien-she and the "Manifesto of 

the Ten Professors'' (1935), he constantly called upon China to 

" compromise between modern needs and past traditions," in order 

to meet the new demands upon Chinese society . A wholesale 

abandonment of Chinese culture was impossible because 

9 

traditiona l society set li mits on such change; however, tradition 

alone could not be expected to make China a modern nation . 

While T'ao ' s i deas did differ from some of those e x pressed 

in China's Destiny, a careful reading of the wor k shows the 

influence of s ome of his ideas . For e xamp le, Chiang ' s criticism 

of liberals, as merel y following the Americans, and communists, 

as mindlessl y imitating the Soviet model, seemed to echo a 

s tat e ment by T ' ao in Wen-hua Chien-she: "T he capitalists always 

have in their hearts something like the U.S.A. Among the 

s ocial i sts, there are some who openly defend t h e Soviet Union . 

They al 1 forget the China of the prese nt. 1120 

19 T' ao Hsi-sheng, "Wei-shemma fou-j en hsien-tai te Chung
kuo '' ( Why Neglect Present-day China?), Wen-hua Chien-she Yueh-k ' an 
(Apri l 1935) : 101-103; cited in Dir lik, 325 . 

20Di r 1 i k, 325-326 and 330-331 . 
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T ' ao Hsi-sheng may not have written China's Destiny, but as an 

editor, he may have influenced the for mulation of many of 

Chiang ' s ideas in print . Both sides of the authorship 

controversy are withholding some of the truth . Chiang would have 

never published China ' s Destiny under his name if it did not 

refl ect his own views, and, doubtless, T ' ao had more power as an 

editor than he is willing to acknowledge. Perhaps the best way 

of resolving this question is to cite Quo Tai-chi ' s statement 

that in spite of T ' ao ' s contribution to the work, it still 

represented the ideas of Chiang Kai-shek . 21 

21 Gaus s, memorandu m of conversation with Quo Tai-chi, 2-3. 
Quo remarked that he had an indirect responsibility for the book, 
because T ' ao was one of his former students. Quo add e d, however, 
tha t the book coul d not hav e been entirely T ' ao ' s work . He knew 
that Chiang spent many hours writing, proofreading, and polishing 
China ' s Destiny . 



Chapter- II 

Demands for- Unity: The Context of China's Destiny 

While r-eactions t o China's Destiny wer-e shaped in par-t by 

its use in political education cour-ses and contr-over-sy over- the 

author-ship o f the book, these alone cannot account for- the 

diver-se r-eactions fol l owing its publication. To gain a full 

under-standing of the impact of China ' s Destiny on the ideological 

str-uggle in China dur-ing Wor-ld War- II, it is necessar-y to 

under-stand the demands placed upon the Nation al Gover-nment by the 

Kuomintang, the Chinese Communist Par-ty (her-eafter-, CCP), and the 

liber-als . 

To meet the challenge of the War- of Resistance and r-esolve 

the economic cr-isi s, each gr-oup in China had its own platfor-m . 

These var-ying p latfor-ms had one major- ai m: n ational unity . Sun 

Yat-sen's "Peopl e ' s Pr-inciples," wh ich can be consider-ed a 

"constitution" of Republican China, called f or- "national 

independence" and an e x tension of tr-aditional familial loyalty to 

the nation-state . Un ity , its meaning and how it cou l d be 

achieved, was a pr-oblem with which all gr-oups in China gr-appled 

dur-ing China ' s effor-ts to become a nation. To under-stand the 

11 
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stan dpoint of China ' s Destiny on this important probl em, first I 

s hall consider the different definition s of and schemes for 

achieving national unity proposed by t he KMT, the students and 

liberals, the CCP, and China ' s allies. 

The Kuomintang Method 

The KMT f elt that unit y required unification under one party 

and the development of uniform thinking and o rderl y habits . 

While t h e Northern E x pedition h a d removed the warlord threat, KMT 

thinkers maintained that national unification required a 

"national consciousness," developed through education in Sun ' s 

Three Principles of the People, political tutelage, and the 

thought of China ' s ancient sages. 22 Ch ' en Li - fu, for example, 

claimed that Sun Vat-sen could only be understood by absorbing 

the ideas of Confucius. Although the specific pl a ns of Confu c ius 

and Sun were different, "the value of the two is ete rnal l y the 

same. " 23 Others, such as T ' ao Hsi-sheng, beli eved that China's 

tradition was a source of common identity for the Chinese people, 

which could not be forgotten in the quest for national unity . 24 

22For an e x ce l lent discussion of the KMT plan to achieve 
national unity through mass education in programs such as the New 
Life Moveme nt, see Dison Hsueh-feng Poe, "Political 
Reconstruction, 1927- 1937," in The Strenuous Decade: China ' s 
Nation-Building Efforts, 1927-1937, ed. Paul K. T . Sih (New York : 
St. John's University Press, 1970) 3 3-79 and Lloyd E . Eastman, 
"The Kuomintang in the 1930s, " in Furth, 202 . 

23ch ' e n Li-fu, "K ' ung-tzu yu Sun Chung-shan Hsien-sheng" 
(Confucius and Mr . Sun Yat-sen), cited in Eastman, 196-197. 

24Benjamin Schwartz, "No tes on Conservatism in General and in 
China in Particula r ," in Fu rth, 19. 
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Henc e the KMT method for achieving unity involved the 

restora tion of t raditional moral i t y . 

The Liberal Plan 

Libera ls proposed a different method . An editor of Ta Kung 

Pao s tated that unity was China ' s most pressing need. While the 

CCP and the KMT both claimed to be working toward this goal , 

n either de livered on its promises. Chiang, who had brought China 

closer to vi ctor y than at an y time in her recent histor y , should 

end one- p a rty r u le and create a r e presenta tive , full y -empowered 

national assembl y to achieve na ti onal unit y . 25 

To other Chinese liberals d uring the late 1930s and earl y 

1940s, unity was necessar y to combat Japan and deve lop into a 

healthy nation. Liberals proposed unity not on the basis of 

political education, military training, and immersion in 

traditional ethical concepts, but on the basis of a democratic 

political s y stem. Military un i fication under a one- party s ys tem, 

they feared, would not lead to unity but to c ivil war . 26 Recourse 

t o China ' s traditional system of thought was also disparaged by 

liberals. As a method for un i f y ing China , Confucianism had 

already failed. They complained that certain elements in the 

nationa 1 government were " too Chinese" to carr y out reforms. 27 On 

25Freda Ut 1 e y, Last Chance in China ( New Yo rk : Bobbs-Merri 11, 
1947 ), 303 . 

26John S. Service, "Kuomintang-Co mmunist Si t uation," in USFR 
1943, 196-197. 

27Utley , 306 . 



the other hand grea te r individual freedom and the e nd of on e -

party rule st reng thened confide nce in the governmen t , national 

unity, and, finall y, China ' s place among the na tions of the 

world. 28 Liberal demands for unit y were t herefore couched in 

demands for democratization . 

The Chinese Commu nist Vi ew 

14 

The CCP also stressed the n eed for unity, bu t r ema i ned v ery 

sk e p t ical of t he Kuomintang's abili t y t o achieve it . In the 

article, "Uni te all anti-Japanese Forces and Combat the Anti

Communist Die-Hards," Mao clarifi ed the CCP position in one o f 

the earthy metaphors f o r which he wa s well known . The 

capitul a tors who wanted to unify China into surrender and the 

die-hards wh o wanted to unify China into autocra ti c rule were 

merely attempting to "se ll the dogmeat of the ir one-party 

dictatorship und e r the label of the s heep ' s head of unification; 

it is a plot of brazen-faced braggarts who hav e lost to all sense 

of shame . " 29 To Mao, the first step i n na t ional unit y wa s n o t 

polit ical t utelage or a democratic political system . Instead, he 

propo sed that all Chinese should cooperate in the War of 

28J. K. Penfield, 2nd Secret a ry at Chengtu, to Secretary o f 
State, 18 June 1944, " Inte rview with L i Hwang, Leader of Young 
China Party," in Amerasia, 564 . See also Democratic League 
Manifesto o f 1941 in Le land Stowe, They Shall Not Sl eep (New 
York : Kn opf, 1944), 42, as well a s the dis cussion on the 
relationshi p between nationalism a n d liberalism i n Chinese 
polit i cal thought in Schwartz , 3-21 . 

29 Mao Tse-tung, " Unite al 1 Anti-Japanese Forces and Combat 
the Ant i-Co mmu n ist Die-H a r ds ," Selected Works of Mao Ts e -tung. 
vo l. 2 (Beijing: Foreign Languages Press, 1967), 3 9 2-393 . 
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Resistance. This e x perience of working together to solve China ' s 

problems wou l d be a mode l for democracy in postwar China.H 

These programs for attain ing national unity form the conte x t 

in which China ' s Destiny can be appraised . To be success ful , 

Chiang ' s book needed to lessen, r ather than broaden, the scope of 

ideological dispute in China . Chiang nee d e d to facilitate 

compromise and cooperation . The impact of China ' s Destiny must 

be judged according to these standards : Did it further 

compromise or contention? Did it inspire or demoralize? Did it 

address the perceived needs of China in 1943? Wi t h these 

standard s in mind, let us now turn to the contents of Chiang ' s 

book as well as the reactions it provoked. 

30Mao Tse-tun g , "On New Democracy " in Selected Works, vol . 
2, 350-351. 

15 



Chapter- III 

Chi n a ' s Destiny and the Unequal Treaties 

Since Mr. Chian g ' s book concerns China ' s 
destiny and questions of life or death, 
existence or destruction, for 450 million 
Chinese people, not only all communists, but 
indeed every patriotic citizen of China 
should give it his full attention and by no 
means neg lec t it . 

Ch ' en Po-ta, "Critique of China ' s Destiny " 

China ' s Destiny spanned the breadth of modern Chinese 

history to explain the problem of disunity and weakness in the 

face of imperialist aggression. China ' s weakness, claimed 

Chiang, was not due to the inadequacy of the traditional ethical 

system, based upon Confucius, to meet the needs of China as a 

developing nation. China ' s five-thousand- y ear- history was due to 

those virtues, wh ich were a manifestation of her superio r-

cultur-e . 31 "The weakening of China ' s inter-national position and 

the deterioration of the people ' s morale during the last hun dred 

y ears," he e x pla i ned , "have been due chiefly to the unequal 

treaties. 1132 

Therefore, under-standing China ' s problems required 

observation of the effects of the unequal treaties. Making China 

31 Chiang, China ' s Destiny. trans. Wang Chung-hui (hereafter-, 
CD) , 1 3 . 

32 I bid . 17. 

16 
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a united, democratic nation able to withstand Japanese aggression 

required reversing t he effects of the unequal treaties, a process 

Chi ang called "national reconstruction." The unequal treaties 

affected the moral, psychological, social, political, and 

economic life of China. Thus, nat ional reconstruction needed to 

be implemented in al l of these spheres to be effective. 

The most fundamental and life-threatening effect of the 

unequal treaties was the assault on the nation al spirit and 

mora lity of Chinese citizens. For five-thousand y ears, the 

Chinese were a diligent, frugal race noted f or their simplicity . 

This pure way of life , unfortunately, crumbled under the 

influence of the unequal treaties. 

lamented , opium smoking, gambling 

In the concessions, Chiang 

prostitution, and robbery 

became rampant. While the Chinese from an cient times realized 

that the true meaning of life was to work for the good of 

society, to put the people and the nation before all things, to 

be sincere and not deceitful, the unequal treaties caused the 

Chinese to become degenerate and take se l f -interest as the 

standard of right and wrong. 33 

Degenerate individualism also extended into the 

psychological sphere. Emulation of China ' s cultural heroes and 

following the example of the sages came to be considered 

worthless. Instead, people began to admire foreign things and 

despise their own heritage. Consequently, a national inferiority 

33 Ibid . , 75 and 70-72 . 
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complex enveloped the minds of Chinese citizens. "People became 

obsessed with every thing foreig n," wrote Ch i ang . "Foreign 

person ages and things were pra ised to the skies while the history 

of the fa ther land was cast aside like a pair o f worn-out 

sl ippers. 1134 

In addition, this feel i ng of national inferiority allowed 

the imperia l ists to continue to humiliate the Chinese , for the 

Chinese became too lacking i n national spirit to stand up for 

themselves. 

T he unequal treaties took a social toll , as well . Under the 

i ll influence of the foreign concessions, China ' s Destiny 

e x plained, the princ i ples governi n g social life disintegrated, to 

b e replaced wit h the mere struggle for profit . Since people had 

l o st all sense of righteousness , integrity, and propriety, the 

aged were not gi v en care nor the poor given relief. The p a o -ch ia 

sy stem , 35 which flourished i.n traditional China, allowed villagers 

to cooperate in agricultural production, self-defense , public 

works , and educa tion, making tradit i onal China the most 

democratic o f a l l cou ntries . Imperialism ruined this spirit of 

cooper a tion and autonomy . Self-government, idealiz e d in the 

ancien t pao -chia s y stem, was transformed into selfishness, and 

34 I b id., 7 2 - 73 . 

35T h i s was a s y stem in which ten families were organized into 
a pao a n d ten pao into a c h i a. Membe r s of pao-ch ia units were 
mutuall y r espons i bl e for the activities of every one within their 
un it. Pao-chia uni t s served as a basis for military 
c onscription, co r vee labor, a n d social control. 



19 

the foundation of r ural ed u cation a nd reform crumbled. 36 Ch ina ' s 

Destiny t race d the pernicious effects of the unequal treaties 

from moral d ec l ine to destruction of the cohesive and well-

balanced social units of tradi tiona l China . 

Disinteg ration of the social o r de r caused China to become 

f ragmented and lose i ts traditional s e nse of unity which 

e x tended from the family to the pao , chia , and f inall y, the 

province and nation . Ther e fo re , t he mora l disorder caused b y t he 

unequal t reat i es a f fected not on ly t he so c i al order but also the 

political one . 

In addition, the unequal treaties had a more di r ect 

i n flu e nce on the political sphere . Imperialist agents, who 

supported one war lord f action against another f o r political 

expediency, "constituted one of the chief cause s for the confused 

warfare amongst the wa rl o rd s du r i ng the earl y y ears of the 

Republic, " wrot e Chiang . The s y stem of e x traterritoriality 

provid ed havens a nd s upp li er s for t he warlords. Worse , wr o te 

Chi ang , since na tional police o r troops had no jurisdict i on 

in s ide the concession s , h ow could Chin e se law be enforced? In 

this position of powerlessness, h o w could political life be 

normal, Chiang asked . 37 

Having shown how the unequal treat ies disrupted life in 

Chin a , China ' s De stiny spe c ified four major wa y s the unequa l 

36co 68-70. _, 
37 Ibid., 59 . 
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treati es damaged Chin a ' s economy . First mora l disintegration 

elevated s e l f-i nterest above wor k for mu t u al ben ef it i n the 

coun tryside . Secon d, forei gn goods followed the gunboat s into 

China's interior . Native handic r aft indus t r ies , unprepared for 

the onslaught of mass-produced We stern g oods, floundered. Third, 

as the economic power of t he treaty port s grew , causing ''the aged 

and weak to die in ditches an d c a v es , the s tron g and capable to 

scat ter o v er t he country," economi c development became lopsided. 

Capita l wa s suc ked into the treaty ports, to the det r iment of 

r ural areas. Finally, speculation and other unproductive 

economic a ct ivity fl o urished in the treaty ports, further hurting 

t h e people 's live lihood. 38 The h ar m caused by the unequ a l 

treaties, China ' s Destiny con c l uded, ran ful l ci rcle; there was 

n o aspect of l ife in Chin a i mmune to their ill eff e cts . 

In additi o n , China ' s Destiny c lai me d the Pacific war was 

d i rectly c aused by the posi t ion of wea kness into which Ch ina f ell 

as a r e su lt of t he trea t i es. After the treaty of Sh i monose k i , 

wrote Chiang, China's national rights were signed awa y, e xposi ng 

the weakness which was the "cumul ati ve effect" of i mper ia lism. 

This was the cause o f Japan ' s contem pt for China and her ambition 

to c o ntrol all of Asia, Chiang e x pla i ned.H 

Unfortunately, the Chinese fai l ed to s ee that the unequal 

t rea t ies c on cluded b y the Manc hu government were even more 

38 Ibid., 66-67 . 

39 I b id., 28 . 
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dangerous than Japanese aggression, because the treaties were 

more subtle. In fact, the unequal treaties led to the issuing of 

Japan ' s Twenty -one Demands in 1915. The aim of the Twenty-one 

Demand s Chiang claimed was no t to i mpose an y n ew e xpl oitation 

u pon China, but merely to give the Ja pananese a monopoly of the 

special privileges enjoy ed by all t he imperialis t powers . The 

Demands were the "sum total " of the unequal treaties aimed at 

changing China from a hypocolon y of man y nations to a full colony 

of Japan. 40 

Chiang ' s indic tment of imperialism in China ' s Destiny was 

c erta i n to provoke responses in the volatil e atmosphere of 1943 . 

Weste rn e rs were no t pleased with reminders of their recent 

im perialist past, especiall y since the war was being fought 

o stensibl y to make the world safe for democracy. Some Western 

readers of the book thought that Chiang ' s anti-imperialist 

diatribe was the most vivid and accurate aspect of the book. 41 

However , Jaffe remind ed readers of his translation of China ' s 

Destiny, Chiang was onl y telling half the story. In fact, it was 

the corruption and impotence of the Manchu government which had 

made it s o simple for the imperialists to e xploit China. As Dr. 

Ql b id., 55. This claim is in the first version. In the 
revised v ersion , it was changed to t he more palatable statement 
t hat the unequal t reati es also impaired China's integr i t y . In 
both cases, Chiang based his a s sertion on Sun ' s statement that 
political e x ploitation was easy to perceive, hence less dangerous 
to a nation than economic e x ploitation, which was more subtle. 

41 Luc i en Bianco, Or i gins of the Chinese Revolution, 1915-
1949, trans. Muriel Bell (S tanford: Stanford University Press, 
1971), 129; Utley, 338; and Jaffe, " Commentary," 306-307 . 



Sun wrote, "the former weakness and decline of China was due to 

the harsh oppressions of absolu tism ." The tsung-tsai, in his 

eagerness to quote as much of Sun ' s work as possib le, left out 

t hat argument. 42 

Jaffe seems to have been inattentive while translating 

Chiang ' s work. A thorough reading reveals the story of China's 
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inability t o resist the unequal treat ies, due to "political 

corruption and.especially to the decline of arts and sciences and 

of socia l life during the Man c hu dynasty." 43 China ' s Destiny 

outlined the pressure placed on na tional ist Chinese scholars 

under the absolutist rule of the Manchus. To avoid persecution, 

the pursuit of practical and scientific knowledge was set aside 

in favor of the practice of eig h t-legged essays and commentar i es 

on arcane elements of Confucian dogma. Manchu officials took 

bribes, scholars devoted themselves to superficialities divorced 

fr om reality, and the divide-and-rule policy of the Manchus 

caused the nation to b ecome disunited. It was then that the 

state of national defense became comp l etely ineffective, and the 

imperialists could force China to submit. 

But Chi ang also engaged in a strange twist of logic here . 

While the Manchu government was the ul timate cause of China ' s 

woes, he claimed that the organizat i on and laws of the Ch'ing 

code were superio r to those of the Sung , Ming, an d Yuan. 

42Jaff e, "Commentary," 306- 307 . 

43co, 17. 

If only 
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the Manchus had treated China's fi ve races as one nation, China ' s 

humi 1 ia t ions would have never occurred. 44 

Chiang also praised Tseng Kuo-fan, a nin eteenth- century 

military leader, widel y c onsidered a traitor for destroy ing the 

Taiping revolutionary movement. In praise of Tseng, Chiang 

ar g ued that "men like Tseng Ku o - fa n, Hu Lin-yi, Tso Tsung-tang 

and Li Hung - chang also considered it their duty to improv e the 

social tone of their age. " Gu ided by Tseng's tenets of 

sincerity, rev e rence, benevol e nce, and ha rd work, " the success of 

the Hunan troo ps a nd Hwai braves . .. was not a matter o f mere 

accident ... 45 

By upholding the legal code and ethical s y stem of the 

Ch ' ing, whil e condemning its application as corrupt, inefficient, 

and despotic, the interpretation of modern Chinese history in 

China's Des tiny display s Chiang's "res torationist " standpoint . 

National reconstruction meant reinvigorating the ethical 

trad ition o f the past . Rat h er than drawing from the peasant 

millenarianism of the Taipings (as the CCP was doing), Chiang 

found i nspi ration in heroes (like Tseng ) who preserved social 

order. 

The CCP criticized the logical structure of China ' s 

Destiny ' s interpretation of modern Chinese history and Chiang ' s 

choi ce of i do l s. Ch ' en Po-ta noted that Chiang seemed to be 

44 I bi d. , 21-24. 

45 Ib i d. 190 . 
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reversing cause and effect by claiming China ' s weakness was 

l argely due t o the u neq ual treaties . I f Ch iang was co rrect, then 

China under the Manchus was a prosperou s and strong nation; how 

c oul d so man y humilia t ions be i mpos ed u pon her ? 

Ch'en obviousl y read Chi na ' s Destiny more carefully than 

Jaffe . Chiang admitted that the unequal treaties coul d be traced 

t o the corruption an d impotence of the Manchu gove r nme nt, Ch ' en 

remark ed and, in t hi s respec t Ch ian g was c or r ect. 

Unf or tunately Chiang ' s logic was circular : China ' s wea kn ess was 

due to the uneq u al treaties, an d Ch ina's weakness caused the 

uneq ua l treaties . Was n o t China ' s Destiny s elf- c ontradictory, 

asked Ch ' en . Th e r e must be a cau se, somew here for China ' s 

i nabili ty to r e sist i mper i alism . 

Ch'en found the c ause of Chin a 's disunity and weakness in 

t he pe rsonality Ch i na ' s Destiny had sing l ed out as the model fo r 

Ch ina ' s c i tizens to follow . "The reaso n .. . China was over-whelmed 

by national hu mi li ations," h e asser ted, "was preci sel y t he 

success of t he Hu nan t r o ops a nd t he Anhwei mi lit ia under Tseng 

Kuo-f an a n d Li Hung - chang . 11 The Taiping r-evolut i onaries n eve r 

sign ed any uneq u a l tr-eaties nor would t e y have. If t h e Tai p ing 

r-evolut ion had been su c c ess fu l, "the imperialists woul d never

have been able to besto w s o ma ny n ation al humili at ion s upon us. 

This is why we say the suc cess of the Hunan and Anhwei troops was 

the failure of the people and the vic tor y of imperialism." 

Tseng spoke intermi na bl y of benevolence, righteousness and 

While 

mor a li t y his were the empty wo r ds o f a false gen tl ema n. Tseng 



was a double slave to the Manchus and to the imperialists . The 

Taiping leaders, for their p ar t, were driven by nationa l ism and 

were "real Chinese heroes . " Who should China follow? Ch'en 

concluded that the CCP inherited the traditions of Hung Hsiu

ch'uan (the Taiping leader) and Sun Yat-sen, while the 

reactionaries were heirs of the decaying tradition of the 

traitor, Tseng Kuo-fan . 

Ch ' en found y et a nother error in China ' s Destiny ' s 
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interpretation of nineteenth-century China . Chiang claimed that 

after the Manchus consolida ted their power, the "national 

conscience" of the Chinese disappeared . In fact, maintained 

Ch ' en, national conscience died out only among the u pper circle 

of officials, men like Tseng Kuo-fan who sold o ut to the Manchus 

and to imperialism. Ch'en quoted Sun Yat-sen: "When the 

scholars and offici als were indulging themselves in titles, 

incomes and ranks, the so-called low-born society organiz ed 

themselves into the Hung society preserving in it the thought of 

opposing the Ch' ing dynasty and restoring the Ming. " 46 Therefore, 

Ch ' en concluded, Chiang ' s claim that the Chinese people needed to 

be trained in national conscience was invalid. 

China ' s Destiny argued that the unequal treaties exacerbated 

the latent tendency to superficiality, corruption, and moral 

decadence in modern China. While the reason for China ' s weakness 

and disunity ultimately lay in the corruption and absolutism of 

46c ' hen, 4 33-435 and 442 . 
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the Manchus the unequa l treaties were the major f actor in 

China's decline . T h e Ch ' ing code was wel l developed, social life 

we ll organized, and there were models fo r proper moral behavior 

such as Tseng Kuo-f a n . Those pra iseworthy aspects of the Ch ' i ng 

would have continued, if it was no t for the o nsl a u ght of 

imperialism. The unequal tr e at ies encou r a ged wit hd rawal on the 

part of scholars, co r r uption among officials an d hedonism among 

the common people, at the e xpe nse of Ch ina' s moral, 

ps y cho l ogical social, political, and econ omic lif e. As we have 

s een, t his idea received mixed revi ews f o m Wester ne rs and f rom 

Chiang's major source of opposition the CCP. Chi ang ' s 

indictment of imperi a lism, howe ver, constituted Chiang ' s anal ys is 

of the past. As the title of his work suggested, China ' s Destiny 

looked t o China's future for i t also proposed a system o f 

national reconstruction . 



Chapter IV 

Common Blood, Common Destiny 

China ' s history of five thousand 
years is but a record of the common 
destiny shared by the different 
racial stocks of the Chunghua 
nation . 

Chiang, Chin a ' s Destiny 

In his analysis of the faults of Manchu administration, 

Chiang argued that while the legal codes and political 

organization of the Ch ' ing were excellent, the Manchus failed to 

see China ' s five races as one nation . Consequently, China fell 

into a morass of academic superficiality and politica l disunity . 

In order to correct this problem, Chi ang believed, e v eryone must 

"make friends with the ancients" and find a source of strength in 

China ' s brilliant history. In this vein, China ' s Destiny cited 

ancient historical records to assert that the man y ethnic groups 

in Ch ina were but one race. 

During the 5000 years of recorded Chinese histo r y, explained 

China ' s Destiny, the "various stoc ks" of people who lived along 

the Yellow, Hwai, Yangtze, Amur, and Pearl River valleys were 

cultural l y assimilated on the basis of mutual assistance, rather 

than military conquest . 47 Later, these different groups became 

interested in tracing their genealogies to discover their most 

ancient an cestors . In this process the various ethnic groups 

47cD 3-5 . _, 

27 
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realized that more than cultural ties bound them together. 

several ancient historical documen ts recorded that all the 

Thus, 

different groups in China were des cen ded from the Yellow Emperor : 

The variou s stocks in China constitute not only one nation, 
but also one race. This i s why the en tire Chunghua nation, 
so so lid in its ma k eup, is destined to li v e gloriously or 
perish ignominiousl y as a whole." 

S ince the different races of Chi na shared a common destiny 

based upon blood and innate v irtues, they formed o ne nation--a 

large e x tended fa mi l y- -w hich could not be violated or sepa r ated. 

Simi l arl y , the territo ry of China was defi n ed by natural 

borders based upon "economic organ i zation, t he requir-ements of 

na t ional defen s e, and common dest iny s ha red b y the various 

stocks. 1149 The s um of the different cultures within Chinese 

terr i tor y c onstituted Chinese national culture, Chiang claimed. 

If any of China ' s territory (which included the Ryukyu islands, 

Taiwan, Manchuria, Inner and Outer Mongolia, Sinkiang, and Tibet) 

were excised, all of China would be endangered. Therefore, 

Chiang concluded, the Soviet Uni on should return Outer Mongolia 

and Sinkiang, and t he British should stay out of Tibet and return 

Hong Kong and Kowloon . ~ 

Stressing racial a nd cultural ties may be an efficient wa y 

of promoting un ity a n d cooperation in nation-building. We cannot 

fault Chiang for usi ng a mythical common ancestor to bring 

48 I bid . , 12 . 

49 Ib id . , 8- 1 0 . 

~Ibid . , 57 and 143-144 . 
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China ' s ethnic groups tog e ther . Furthermo re , Chiang ' s s tatement 

that the Chinese na tion grew by a process o f assimil ation of 

various grou ps was consiste nt with this aim. Rather than 

stressing the many wars fought between Han Chinese and the groups 

al on g Ch ina ' s northern and western frontiers, he remin ded readers 

how, th roughout Chinese h i s t ory, a common cu l tu re dev e l o ped b y 

assimilation and e x change . 

Unfortunately, th i s method was on e that could arouse only 

ext r eme concern during Wor ld War I I . The Axis used s imilar 

t heories of national des tiny based upon raci al t ies to 

rational ize their desires for e x p ansion . The J apanese, for 

e x ample, c all ed on a l l Asians to fulfill what they cons idered the 

common cause of the war : Asi a f o r Asians, un der the guidance of 

Japa n . SI 

The si mi l arity of Chiang ' s statemen t t o Ja pan ese demands led 

to much c riticism in China and the West . Ch ' en Po-ta respon d ed 

that it was shocking that Chiang Kai-shek, the leader of China 

during the War of Resistance, should use a "shal low idea of the 

German, I talian, and Japanese fascists " as t he basis of his 

his t ory of the Chinese nat i on . Dis t orting h istory was a tr ick of 

the fas c ists, and to teach peop le i n this way was t o fool them . 

T he big landlords and capita l ists fabr icated such theories a s 

Pan-Sin i sm (Tai Han Tsu Chu-yi) to depress t h e mino r ities wi thin 

Ch ina, but t hat should not be the gover nment ' s stance. For the 

5111 China Urged to Smash Imper i alism of Enemy," Japan Times, 9 
Jan . 1943 , 2 . 



sake of the War of Resistance, this type of theory should be 

discarded . 52 
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Solomon Adler, a Wes t ern commentator on China's Destiny an d 

Chinese Economic Theory, chided Chiang for use o f "pseudo-

ethnographic" theories to enforce political unity . Not only d id 

they require the falsifi ca t ion of Chinese history, but they were 

also i rrel evant to China ' s curr e nt p r oblems . 53 An American 

di plomat, George Atcheson, Jr . , noted that foreigners in China 

criticized the book as a misinterp r etation of his tor y for 

political purposes . It would be benefic ial if China' s Destiny 

were translated, so the Gen e r alissimo could b e seen in his t rue 

1 ig ht . 54 John Service was blunter in his criticism of Chiang. He 

ca lled Chiang ' s ref erences t o classical sources and the Yellow 

Emperor "fantastic . " Service was surprised that even in the face 

of much criticism, the s econd edit i on of China ' s Dest iny--due to 

i ts use of " sc i e n t i ficall y untenable rac i alism " and claim that 

foreign aggressi o n was t h e c ause of all Ch ina ' s problems- 

r ema i ned the Generaliss imo · s "Mein Kamp f . .. ss 

Cr itics of China ' s Destiny also were concerned wi t h what 

they regarded as a jingoistic tone in relation to China's 

minor i t y g r oups. Chian g claimed that China was inhab i ted b y only 

~2Ch · en 429-432 . 

53Ad 1 er , 598. 

54Atcheson to Secretary of S tate, 31 Ma y 1943 , 247 . 

55service, "Digest," 410 . 



one nationality, and that all of them shou ld be rul e d b y one 

n at ional government. T hat might hav e been a positive me t hod to 

3 1 

r ed uce the cen trifuga l for ces which made China " a loose sheet of 

sand," but it d i d not al l o w comp romise with the demands of 

minority grou ps for local autonomy . 

Ch ' en Po- ta rem i n ded Chiang t hat Sun Yat-sen de c lared the 

"righ t of self -determinati on of t h e v arious n ations within 

Ch in a . 1156 Therefore, the asse rtion in China ' s De s tiny t hat China 

was inhabited by only one race could not be accepte d . To deny 

the multinati onal aspect of China was to " den y Sun and his 

Principles. " If the nationalities within Ch i na were described as 

one na tion, then t he struggle of Sun's Tung Meng Hui agains t the 

Manchus could not b e con s idered a national struggle, but an 

in t ernal one . Sun would have to be con s i d ered a foo l , and the 

traitors o f Chinese history, honored. 57 The minority groups 

shou l d be placed on an equal footing, to better p r osecute the War 

of Resistance . "I f we resist the invaders on one hand, and 

oppress the n ati onal minorities on the other," Ch ' en argued , "we 

ar e leav i n g a loophole for t h e enem')" to utilize . 11 58 

For Ch ina ' s min o r i ty groups, such as the Mong o ls, who 

aspired to a d e s tin y of their o wn, the Pan -S i nism of Ch ina ' s 

56Ch ' en, 430 . 

57 Ib id , 429- 431 . Philip Jaf f e also cri t icizes China ' s 
Destiny f or thi s reaso n . See Jaffe, "Commentary," 307 . 

58Ch ' en, 432. 



Destiny produced outrage and distrus t .H While minority groups 

hoped for autonomy within a national federation, including the 

right of secession, China ' s Destiny demonstrated the KMT's 

resolve to erase ethnic differences, both c ulturally and 

politically." Thus, the result of Chiang ' s reference to 

classical history to support his theor y of ''common national 
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destiny II bac k fired. 61 Rather than placate the demands of minority 

groups for greater freedom, Chiang ' s book removed all hope for 

compromise. 

Chiang ' s anal y sis of foreign involvement with minority 

g rou ps also caused ten s i ons in the relations between China and 

t he Al lies. China ' s Dest i ny criticized British plans to dominate 

Tibet through control of the Dalai Lama, and asked that in the 

n ew sp i ri t of equality between China and the United Kingdom, 

Britain set aside her wish to cont r ol Tibet and return Hong Kong . 

The q u e s tion of the Sino-Soviet f rontier, it added, should be 

settled, meaning that the Soviets should stay out of Mongolia and 

S9Snow , 281. 

60John S. Service, "Communist Views in Regard to Mongolia 11 

report no. 14 f r om Yenan, in Amerasia, 1410-1411· see also Idem, 
summa r y of con versation with M. Konstantinoff, Soviet Embassy 
re presen tative i n Lanc h ow, 5 August 1943, in USFR 1943, 306-308, 
f or di s c u ss i on c o n cerni n g Tibet a n d Sinkiang. 

61 The War o f Resistance also may have been hampered by poor 
rel a t i ons between the nation a l gov ernment and China ' s minorit y 
grou p s . In Sui y uan and Cha h ar, the p r edominantl y Mongol 
popu la ti on was " suspicious of all Chinese approaches," including 
guerril l a acti v ity agai ns t t he Japanese. China ' s Destiny only 
served t o confirm t h ose suspicions. See Ra y mond P. Ludden, 
"Communist Plans fo r E x pansion," 16 February 1945, in Amerasia, 
1 3 42-1345. 



S . k. 62 in 1ang. 

The Sov iets responded that due to the pro x imity of Outer 

Mongolia and S in k iang to the ir own borders , the people in those 

areas could not a v oid close ties with the Soviet Un ion . 63 The 

Brit ish, meanwhile, argued for the autonomy o f Tibe t under the 

nominal suzerainty of China, on t h e g roun ds that Tibe t had 

maintained de f acto independence since 1911 . T he autonomy of 
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Tibet also was o f "importance to the s ecu ri t y of India and to the 

tranquility of India 's north east frontier . " 64 

In t he style of their imperialist past, His Majesty ' s 

Government also took a more mili t an t tone (s trik ing a note which 

also seems prophetic in light of the Tibe t an problem in 

contemporary Ch ina): 

If the Chinese government contemplate the withdrawal of 
Tibetan a u t onomy, His Ma jesty ' s Government and t h e 
Government of India must ask themselves whether i n the 
changed circumstances of today it woul d be r i ght for them to 
continue to r ecognize even a theoretical status of 
subservience for a people who desire t o be free and have, in 
fact, maintained their freedom for more than thir t y y ears . 65 

Some American observers feared that Chiang ' s idea o f 

national destiny would have an adv e rse a f f e ct on Sino -Ame r i c an 

relat ions . If t he t r end e x pressed in Chi na ' s Destiny continued, 

wrote Joseph Ba llantine, then Chie f of the Div ision o f Far 

62co, 57 and 143-144 . 

63serv ice, summar y o f con v e rsation with Kon stan t i n of f, 308. 

64Br itish em bassy to the U . S . Department of State, "Status of 
Tibet," 22 July 1943, in USFR 1943 , 634 -636 . 

65 Ibid . , 636 . 
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Easter-n Affair-s, "mutually fr-ank r-elations would be made 

difficult by nar-r-ow-gauge Chinese nationalistic aspir-ations which 

include a desir-e to occupy a r-ole of leader-ship thr-oughout the 

Far- East and India. 1166 John S . Ser-vice went a step fur-ther- and 

questioned Amer-ican suppo r-t to the Chiang r-egime, which in books 

like China " s Destiny mesmer-ized itself with the theor- y of 

national destiny. Under- its spell, the Chiang r-egime machinated 

to consolidate minor-ity g r-oups, r-ecover- "l ost ter-r-itor-ies" (such 

as the Ryu kyu Islands, Hong Kong, and Kowloon) , and pr-otect the 

r-ights and national ties of Chinese immigr-ants in other- par-ts of 

Asia and in Ame t- ica . 67 

Chiang ' s effor-t in China ' s Destiny to build unity among the 

var-ious ethnic gr-oups in China on the basis of r-acial ties thus 

fr-agmented r-elations between the gover-nment and minor-ities, 

challenged the e conomic and political ambitions of the Soviets 

and Br-iti s h along China " s fr-ontier-, and per-tur-bed Amer-ican 

obser- v er-s . If foster-ing unity within China and cooper-ation with 

Ch i n a ' s all ies wer-e g oals tha t all of the var-ious political 

gr-oups within China agr-eed upon, then this por-tion of China ' s 

Destiny was a t r-aged y . 

Chiang's system o f national r-econstr-uction, however-, 

entailed mu ch mor-e tha n unity based upon the theor-y of common 

"Joseph W. Ballantine to Secr-etar-y of State, 2 September-
1943 , in USFR 1943, 323 . 

67J o hn S . Ser-vice, "The Need for- Gr-eater- Realism in Our
Relations with Chiang Kai-shek," in Geor-ge Atcheson, Jr- . to 
Secr- e tar-y of State, 22 November- 1944, USFR 1944, 709-710 . 



national destiny . This theory only undergirded Ch iang ' s 

p roposa l s , making nation a l recons tru ction an imperative . To 

Chiang, China had t o engage i n n a tional r econst r uct i on because 

t he d estiny of China's citizens--Han, Man, Mongol, Tibetan, or 

Hui--depended on the des ti ny of the Chinese Republic. If the 
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uneq ua l t reat i es damaged l ife in the moral, psychological, 

soc i al, political, and econ omic spheres, Chi na ' s Destin y proposed 

an outline of national r econst r u ct ion fo r all of them. 



Chapter- V 

Mor-al and Psychol ogical Reconstr-uction 

That Confucian i deas per-sist in the 
minds of Chinese politicians today 
should not sur-pr-ise us. Confucianism 
began as a means of br-inging social 
or-der- out of the chaos of a per-iod of 
war-r-ing states .... Unifier-s of China have 
been ir-r-esistibly attr-acted to it for
r-easons that ar-e not har-d to see. 

Fair-bank, The United States and China, 
four-th edit ion 

1. The Con cept 

Just as the effects of the unequal tr-eatie~ in the social, 

political, and economic spher-es spr-ang fr-om damage in the mar-al 

spher-e, mar-al and psychological r-econstr-uction wer-e par-amount in 

the pr-ocess o f national r-econstr-uction, accor-ding to China ' s 

Destiny. Social r-econstr-uction was necessar-y in or-der- to have 

sound political r-econstr-uction. To ensur-e the success of social 

r-econstr-uction, the people ' s atti tudes and habits must fir-st be 

r-efor-med. Ther-efor-e, psy chological and mar-al r-econstr-uction wer-e 

the basis of al 1 other reconstruction wor-k . 68 

Mor-al reconstruct ion entailed reviving and e x tending China ' s 

traditional moral system, r-einvigor-ating the idea of sacr-ifice 

for the nation and people, and developing the "national 

character" o f China . Psychological reconstr-uction dealt with the 

chimera of Westernization. Western techniques should be learned 

68co 152-153. _, 
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to invigorate China ' s scientific ability, but not in the spirit 

of imitating the West. In the area of moral and psychological 

reconstruction, Chiang ' s vi ew of traditional Chinese culture was 

most evident. 

In a chapter appended to the second edit ion of China 's 

Destiny, Chiang claimed that, "When a man is insulted by another, 

it must be because he has behaved in suc h a way as to make others 

lose their respect for him." The unequal treaties must 

ultimately be blamed on the inadequate virtue o f the people. Now 

that the unequal treaties had been abolished, Chiang admonished, 

dignity and the spirit of the ancient sages must be revived, so 

that China coul d become strong and '' share in the responsibility 

of reconstructing t h e world and safeguarding peace in hearty 

cooperation with friendly nations. 1169 

China ' s Destiny did not lean completely on the spirit of 

China's ancient sages, however . Although Confucianism formed a 

"sublime system in itself," which was " equal , if not superior" to 

all other schools of phil osophy , the Chinese had, in their past, 

willing ly absorbed Buddhism, Islam, and Christianity into their 

culture . Since the Chinese ability to assimilate other people ' s 

arts and sciences to enric h their own culture was the reason for 

China's greatness, there was no reason why Western science could 

not be similarly absorbed. Chiang believ ed that psychological 

reconstruction required that Western science be modified to fit 

69 Ibid . , 84-85 . 
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the context of China's tradition and not merel y a dded on t o its 

structure. Science could only flourish in China if it became a 

l ivi n g part of Chinese culture . 

Unfortunately, people began to adopt an atti tude o f 

idolization and sel f-abasement when approaching Western science . 

In particular, Chiang e xp la ined, the May Fourth Mo veme n t , which 

aimed at learning Western culture so that Chi n a would not become 

a slave to the West, unwi ttingly did the o pposit e by sl avishly 

copying a n y We stern ideology or philosophy that a ppeared on the 

Chinese intellectual scene . The Ma y Fou r th intellectuals forgot 

tha t Chinese culture had certain " immutable elements" and began 

to regard everything Wester n as good and everything Chinese as 

bad . ]O In this respec t, China ' s Dest iny declared : 

The dispute between so-cal led liberalism and c o mmuni sm 
was nothing more than a dispute concerning Anglo
American and Soviet ideolog ies. All these theor i es and 
political doctrines not only could no t meet the n eeds 
of China's n at ional life, but they were also 
inconsistent with the inherent s pirit o f Chinese 
c u lture : for an y of on e of us to advocate t hese 
theories and do c trines indiscriminately is to forget 
completel y that he is a Chinese . 71 

Psycho l ogica l r econstruction soug ht to root out the tendency 

to be proud before one ' s own coun trymen and hum b l e be f o re the 

foreigners . The habit of imitation must be di scard ed , a nd 

indepen dent thinking cu l tivated . I ndependent thinking, Chiang 

]OI bid. , 7 8-81 

71 Ib id . 83 . The s econ d version adds t h e di scl aimer that the 
i deol ogies were not reall y Soviet or American i deologies , but 
liberalism an d communism i n imi t ated and dis t orted form . 
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maintained, required the " dev elopment of our traditional national 

spirit and the acquisition of true scien tific know ledge. " To 

accomplish this, h e suggested that science be p laced in the 

fr a mework of wisdom, benevo lence, cou rage, sincerity, dign ity, 

earn e stness, and orderliness , wh ich together formed the 

"quintessence of our nation a l c haracter" and the "motive power o f 

na t ional recons truction." It was only within the context of 

China ' s nat ional charac ter that sci e nc e could transcend the habit 

of dependence an d tru ly a l l ow t h e Chinese people to create, 

t h ink, a nd a c t independentl y to reconstruct Chi na. 

Hence, root ing out the nati o nal i nferiorit y complex rested 

upon the foundation of moral reconstruct i on. Wisdom, 

benevolence, courage , a n d sinc e r ity are c entral v irtues of 

Confucianism. Chiang e xp lai n ed: 

To cultivate the q ua lities essential to China ' s 
salvation means that we must r evive and e x tend the 
traditional ethical principles o f our nation . The most 
important task is to develop our p e ople ' s sense of 
propriety, ri ghteousness , integrity , and honor. These 
qualities ar e manifes ta tions of our Fou r Cardi n al 
Principles an d Ei ght Vir t u es, Chung ( loy alty] and Hsiao 
(f i lial piety ] be i ng the basis of all. n 

When Ch ina 's Destiny spoke of extending the traditional 

ethi cal s y stem, it meant to increase the l imits of Chung a n d 

Hsiao beyond the famil y t o the state . Chian g believed moral 

reconstruction also r eq u ired teaching t he citizens o f China the 

idea l o f s acrif ice fo r the na tion. In kee ping with this c laim , 

China 's Destiny suggested that every y oung man should aspire to 

72 I bid . , 154 and 1 5 6 -157 . 
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be a soldier or an airman in order to "resto re the five-thousand

year-old innate nobl e spirit of our people as a foundation for 

our new and modern national ethics . " This modern ethi c al system, 

Chiang added, could be expressed in one phrase--The nation above 

everything else. 73 Chin a 's Destiny did not see tradi tional 

morality as an end in itself, but as ins t rumen tal to the work of 

reconstruction and national unit y , or, as a cynic would claim, a 

means to social control . 

In the final chapter of his work, "C hina ' s Destin y an d the 

Future of the World," Chiang continued to question the va lidity 

of Western economic and social concepts . The result of Western 

philosophy, claimed Chiang, was violent class strugg l e and 

international war . Those evils were not due to the development 

of science in the West; on the contrary, service to humanity was 

the original motive of the sc i entific revolution . Science had 

been abused only because the West was morally retarded and failed 

to appreciate China ' s profound and l ast ing ideals. 74 To avoid 

enslavement to material production and constant warfare, Chiang 

suggested that the West learn from China ' s ancient vi rtu es. 

Chiang ' s assertion that Confucian ethics were superior to 

Western philosophy was part of a centuries-old debate over 

modernization between restorationists and revolutionaries. The 

truth of arguments for or a gainst Confucianism, however, is less 

73 Ibid . , 157-158. 

74 Ibid . , 229-230 . 
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important, in understanding the impact of China ' s Destiny, than 

Fairbank ' s statement that unifiers of China, from Han Wu Ti to 

Deng Shaoping, have always been irresistibly drawn to 

Confucianism . While Chiang was no e xcep tion, we must not f orget 

that his stress on Confucian ethics in China ' s Destiny 

immediately drew a plethora of critics who accused h im of being 

"feudal," "reactionary," and "anti-foreign." In the charged 

atmosphere of 1943, it could not be otherwise. 

2 . The Cri ticisms 

To Americans who were pre-occupied with the war in China, 

China ' s Desti ny ' s outline of moral and psy chological 

reconstruction came as a shock an d a d isappo intment. While 

Chiang Kai-shek was right to claim that Western science could not 

help China develop in t o a modern nation un ti l it ceased to be 

"Western s cience" and became "Chinese science," no one likes to 

be told that his s y stem of ethics is inferior . When measures to 

improve China ' s morals emerged f r om the pages of China's Destiny 

and were implemented, playing cards, one of the "sole amusements" 

of Americans living in Chungking, was proscribed. 75 That was only 

a small annoy ance; however t he round criticism of Western 

political and economic theories as unsuitable for China was much 

more distressing. 

When John S . Se r vice advocated cutting off support to Chiang 

Kai-shek in 1944, he claimed that the U . S . need not support 

75 New York Times, 8 March 1943, sec. 3, p. 5. 



Chiang in the belief that he represented American interests. 

Chiang had lost the support of most Amer i can-educated liberals 
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and i n tellectuals, Serv i ce maintained, and KMT ideology, as seen 

in China's Desti n y and Chinese Economic Theory , was 

"fundamen tall y ant i -fore i gn and anti-democratic, both politically 

and econom i cally. 11 76 On a simi l ar note, So l omon Adler and Philip 

Jaffe asserted that China ' s Destiny play ed into the hands of the 

"CC " Clique, which Adler and Jaffe believed was the main 

protagonists in a propagan da campaign to assert the superior i t y 

of "Chineseness" o v er everything Western. 77 Chiang might claim 

that Ch i n a' s thought was superio r on the bas i s of moral grounds, 

Jaffe responded, but there was " no basis for his conclusion," 

because t he v a lidity of econom i c or political theories could not 

be judged solel y in ter-ms o f mor-ality. 78 

Adler and Jaffe also summoned the memor y of Sun Yat-sen in 

an at t empt to rebut Chiang ' s stress on Confucianism . Adler 

c laimed that Sun drew mos t l y from Western liberal thinkers, whom 

the Generalissimo and hi s coho rts di s paraged. That Sun was 

influenced b y t he West, Adle r e x plained, was the "most eloquent 

r efutation of the current Kuomin t ang thesis o f the autonomy of 

76service, " The Need for Greater Realism,' ' 710. 

77Adler, "Discussion," 602 and Jaffe, "Commentary," 311. The 
"CC" Clique was a group that followed Ch ' en Li-fu and Ch ' en Kuo
fu, hence the name. "CC" Clique politicians were influential in 
the Ministries of Education and Inf o rmation and had a 
c onservative standpo i n t towards traditional Chinese culture. 

78Jaffe, "Commentary ," 3 0 9. 



Chinese culture from and its super i ority over West e rn 
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cu 1 ture . " 79 

Jaffe noted that Ch i na ' s Des tiny quoted Sun out of context and 

portrayed Sun , inappropriatel y , a s a proponent of Confu cianism. 

Sun tried to produ ce a new philosophy, argued Jaffe, because the 

old philosophy supported a r eg i me which he wished to topple ." 

Just as the United Sta t es Const itution can be reinterp reted 

to suit the ideological needs of the moment, Sun ' s Three 

Principles also can be reshaped to support China ' s Destiny. Sun 

did pay e x ten sive homage to Confucian though t while elaborating 

his Three Principles of the People . Moreover, Sun also demanded 

that Ch ina have democracy on its own c u ltural terms. Chiang may 

hav e erron eousl y por tr ayed Sun as a Confucian, but Adler and 

Jaffe dep i cted him as a liberal democrat . If Ch i ang used Sun out 

of contex t to fit h i s own theories, Jaffe and Adler ' s c riticisms 

did, too . On this note, Freda Utley wrote t hat if China 's 

Dest in y were read with a n open mind and a li ttle knowledge of 

Sun's t eachings, anyone would see that the Generalissimo was 

merely expoun ding Dr. Sun ' s thought. Sun believed that China 

c ould learn Western techniq ues , but still maintain her 

traditional eth i cal sys tem, a n d that Chinese concepts of human 

relationships were more valid than Western notions of class-war 

or pragmatism . 81 While some Ameri cans criticiz ed Chiang for being 

79Ad 1 er, "Discuss ion," 604. 

80Ja ffe, "Commentary ," 327 . 

81ut1 ey, 339 . 
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"feudal '' or 11 fascist, 11 Utley vJrote Chiang was merel y fol lowing 

Sun. If it was llfeud a l" to inspire devo tion for ones cultur-e or-

11 fa sc i st 11 to promote pr ide i n o nes nation, t h en Sun would have 

to be considered 11 feudal 11 and all patr io t i sm wou l d hav e to be 

called '' f ascist," Utley declared. Chiang ma y have been 

f ol low i ng the t houg ht of Dr . Sun in China 's Destiny, but o n e must 

ask whi c h Sun h e followed. There were ma ny groups i n Ch ina who 

claimed to be following on e version or another of Dr- . Sun ' s 

P r inci pl e s . 

One such g roup was the CCP . Commun ist r e aders o f China ' s 

Destiny res ponded unfavorabl y to Ch ian g ' s praise of the 

trad i tional ethical sy s t e m and t o Ch iang ' s insistence that 

11 vir-tues" const itu ted a motive fo rc e in n ational reconstru c tion. 

Ch ' en Po- ta as ked for e xa mp le if China ' s old ethical system 

were so ideal, why did Chi na not r esist the imper i alists but 

ins t ead b e came bound by the u neq~al treaties? If Chung and Hsiao 

were so vita l t o na t i ona l reconstruction, why d id the Japan ese 

pr-ornate the "o r-iginal vi r tues of the Or-ient? 11 Not in o rder- to 

ma ke China a strong na t ion ; indeed, it wa s be cause they wanted to 

st rangle the self-consciousness of the Chinese peo p le through t he 

use of such concepts . Furthermore, it was the opinion of 

landlords that "virtues" coul d be t he decisi v e factor in 

d e ter minin g the dest iny o f the n ation Ch ' e n ar-gued. He de clare d 

t hat the corre c t view was that China ' s v ictory in the war an d 

success in postwar reco nstr-uct ion lay in st rengthening and 



b . 1 . . t h SZ mo 1 121ng e masses . 

The CCP agreed with Kuomintang leaders that China must 

modernize by synthesizing Western techniques with Chinese 

culture . Mao Tse-tung claimed, for example, that Ch ina's 

traditional culture had a democratic essence that merel y needed 

to be sifted out of the feudal dross surrounding it to become a 

force for modernization . However, the CCP found inspiration in 

the egalitarian, anti-Establishment peasant religious movements 

such as the Taiping, not in the example of China ' s sages. The 

o ld system of ethics, based upon submission and "eating 

bitterness," in service to the feudal order of landlords and 

bu rea ucrats, must be swept away to construct a "new democratic 

culture" in service to a modern, democratic nation . 83 As Ch ' en 

Pai-ta noted, China ' s old system of ethics was merely a system 

for deceiving the people . 84 
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China's Destiny too k its stand clearly on the side of those 

who crushed peasant rebellions and restored order. Unifiers of 

China might find Chung and Hsiao ir resistible, but Chiang's 

uncompromising stress on these concepts made it impossible for 

him and the CCP to put aside their differences. While China ' s 

Destiny st ressed Sun ' s insistence that China's traditional 

ethical system could be used as a force for reconstruc ti on, the 

82ch · en , 435-437 and 432. 

83Mao Tse-tung, " On New Democracy," 3 80-381 and 369 . 

84 Ch ' en, 435 . 



46 

Chinese Communists based their ideology on a phrase f rom Sun ' s 

last testament, "mobilize the people." Unfortunately, they both 

fai l ed to see that Sun ' s Three Principles embodied both of these 

c oncepts . 

In addition , the CCP did not apprecia te China ' s Destiny ' s 

cari c ature o f their mov ement as merely p laying into the hands of 

the Sov i e t Union. To clear the record, Ch ' en Po-ta stressed that 

t he CCP did not imitate Russia . Chinese Commun ists, h e claimed, 

believ e in Ma rx ism-Leninism but nev e r relied on a foreign country 

f or su p plies no r depended on foreigners to fight thei r battles. 

While China ' s Destiny indic ted communists and liberals for 

bein g " proud before one ' s country men but submissive before 

foreigners, " Ch ' en countered that "one should some ti mes l oo k in 

the mirror . " A "cert a in gentleman" went to t he USSR a t the time 

of the October Revolution, Ch ' en related, declared that "China's 

revolution must be led by the Thir d International," and s en t hi s 

son to the Soviet Union to study . Later, h e went to Japan and 

in t e r vi e wed Mitsuru Toy ama, leader of the Japanese s ec ret 

se r vice, and claimed that China and Japan should unite. Then he 

converted to a foreign religion, Christi an ity . When Hitler came 

to power in German y , he s e nt anothe r s on to study fascism and 

in v ited Nazi ad v i sors to Ch i na . Now he relied upon the foreign 

powers to fig h t t he War o f Resistance for him. Could not one say 

that this man was "proud before his coun tr y men but s u bmissi ve 
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before the foreigners," asked Ch· en . 85 If China's Destiny must 

criticize those who use Western political or economic theories, 

then it should also be a work of self-criticism. 

China ' s liberals, mostly within the academic scene, also 

d i sli k ed Chiang ' s criticism of liberal s as mindlessly following 

t h e e xample of America or England . In addition, they questioned 

the utility of criticizing the po litica l philosophies of China' s 

allies in World War II and were concer ned with Ch iang's tirade 

against the May Fourth Movement, which t h e y saw as a watershed in 

the modernization of China . 

Sun Fo, the son of Dr. Sun and the self-styled leader of a 

liberal wing within the Kuomintang, com p lained that China ' s 

Destiny critici z ed communism and l iberalism, the philosophies of 

China ' s allies , yet Chiang failed to criticize Nazism and 

Fascism, the philosophies of Chin a ' s enemies . What would the 

Al 1 ies think?B6 In fact, Chiang did criticize fascism . 87 However, 

gi ven the gen eral tone of h is book, which went out of its way to 

85ch ' en, 440-441. In ty pi ca 1 Ch inese fashion, Ch · en saved 
face for the Generalissimo b y never mentioning that "this certain 
Chinese gentleman" was none other than Chiang . 

86Atc heson to Secretary of State, 3 1 May 1943 , 246. Compar e 
Sun ' s statemen t with a similar one b y Ch'en : "It is rather 
peculiar that Mr . Chiang should openly oppose the liberal 
princ ipl e s of Europe an d Americ a and the communistic principles 
o f Russia .. . . Can we help being afraid that as soon as they see 
Mr. Chiang ' s book, Hitler Mussolini, Tojo, Wang Ching-wei and 
others will think that Mr. Chiang is singing in unison wit h 
them?" Ch ' en, 440 . 

87co, 194. 
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criticize communism and liberalism, while mentioning the evils of 

fascism onl y in passing, it is not surprising tha t one could get 

this impression. Chiang's st ress on order and the predominant 

posit ion of t he Kuomintang a lso lent credence to charges t hat 

China ' s Dest i ny was an e xp ression of feudalism and f ascism 

hostile to li bera l concepts . 

In te l lec t uals who had gained inspiration from the new 

cul t u re movement spawned by the May F ou r th Movement found China's 

Desti ny unp leas an t . Wen I-to, a professor at Southwest 

Associated University , e x plained: 

A big turning point in my life was the publication of 
China ' s Destiny. I was startled by its Bo xer Spi r it . Was 
this the thought of our il l ustrious leader? The Ma y Fourth 
mov ement had made too deep an impression on me. I couldn ' t 
possibl y accept China ' s Destiny ' s o pen declaration of war 
on Ma y Four th. 88 

China ' s Destiny display ed Ch iang ' s antipathy for the Ma y 

F o u rth Movement. The CCP, however, s aw Ma y Four t h as a positive 

step in the reformat i on of China ' s culture . The Ma y Fourth 

movement, opposed to the c lassical language of the ancient 

litera t ure, the traditi o n a l family structure, an d Confucianism, 

pr o v i ded the culture of the uni ted front, which Mao saw as a 

mode l for China's "n ew democra tic republic . 1189 If Chin a' s Destiny 

caused l ibe r als to see Chiang and those around him as 

s upe rst itious Bo xers who pl aced their hopes in a decay ing 

88wen I -to in Li an-ta P a-nian, 6 (t ran s . f rom notes of John 
Israel, Professor of History, Uni v ersity of Virginia). 

89Mao, "On New Democracy," 375. 
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imperial system, the CCP began to take on the light of 

progressiv e revolutionaries. China ' s Destiny ma y have caused 

China's liberal intellectuals to lose all hope that their goa l s, 

cr y stallized in the May Fourth movement, which grew in t h e wake 

of increased Japanese aggression and China ' s frus t rated hopes to 

regain her territory, could e ve r be accomplished under the Chiang 

regime . 

Of course, there were others who agreed with Chiang's s cheme 

of moral and psychological reconstruction. Thos e as s ociated with 

the "CC" cli q ue and editors of Ku omin t ang newspapers were 

especially pleased with China's Destiny . Even Lin Yu-t ' ang 

claimed, "No one can dou bt the j u stness of h is anal y s is and 

c r iti cism, t h e importance of his emphasis o n certain aspects of 

China's pas t philosophy, or the sincerity of his fervent 

appea 1. " 90 A biographer of Chiang Kai- shek, H . H . Chan g , a 1 so 

felt t hat Chiang was correc t to d e mand tha t China d e velop modern 

technology by assimilating i t into her own culture . 91 

Still, the rea ctions of Lin and Chang are both ex po st 

facto . KMT p r ai se for t he book began soon after China ' s De stiny 

hit the newsstands. 92 One revi e w of China ' s Destiny, printed i n 

90Lin Yu-t ' ang, 11 Introdu c tion to China's Destiny," x . 

91H . H . Chang, Chiang Kai-shek (New York : Doubleday, 1944 ) , 
299 . 

92see Lo Kang, 2-5; T' ao Hsi-sheng, 11 A Study of China ' s 
Destiny, " editorial in Chungking Cent ral Weekly, vol . 5, no . 33, 
1 April 1943, in At cheson, no . 1220 t o Secretary o f Sta t e, 
enclosure no . 5, 1-2; and Wa n g Ching-ch'ing, 1 . 



50 

t h e Central Da i l y New s soon afte r t h e pu blicat i on date, praised 

t he b ook for hi ghlighti ng the shortcoming s of l iberal i sm and 

commun ism . Western na t i on s may not u nderstand this full y , the 

ar t i c l e a sse r t ed , bu t i t i s " impossibl e for us to abandon ou r 

t houg hts t o fol low them " - - China could n ot fol l ow l ibera l ism or 

i n d ividual ism, i t must follow the T h ree Pri n ciples of the 

People. 93 Howev er, the author of another fa v orable rev iew had 

vested i n terests in the success of the book --" A Stud y o f China ' s 

Des tiny ," whic h described Chi ang ' s wor k as a profound work of 

ph i losophy and literatu re , wa s wr i tten by T ' ao Hsi-sheng 

h imself . 94 

The " C C" c l ique , which c o nt rolled the educational s y stem, 

also must have been c o ntent wi th Chiang ' s call for moral and 

psy chol ogical recon struction . The boo k more than met their 

dema n d s to p r e s erv e t r a d it i on a l mora l ity wh i le e ngag i ng in 

mod e r n i za t ion . Indeed, the i n stan t adoption of China ' s Destiny 

as a te x tbook cl e arl y demonstrated the Clique ' s desire to 

Ch . , . d 95 p r o pa g a te iang s i eas. Ho wever, th i s t y pe of support was 

94T · ao, 11 A Stu d y , 11 2 . Ch · en Pai-ta responded that it was 
t rul y odd Tao was needed to endorse the Generalissimo ' s magnum 
o pus . Ch ' en, "Cri tique," 428. 

95He nce, Wa ng Ching-ch ' ing wrote: "From this book al 1 y ouths 
may g et most ac c urate instructions. If they follow them 
honestl y , plainl y and without deceit they will surely succeed in 
morality , in learni n g, and in undertakings, and will rise 
c o n tinual ly . It i s most fortuna t e for a y outh to get such 
careful instructions from this great leader, an d this is a sign 
of the b r ight fut u re of the country ." Wang Ching-ch ' ing, 1 . 
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unp roduct iv e . It increased American concerns that the KM T was 

launching a propagan da campai gn against foreign thought and 

served to increase d isconten t amon g those who d emanded an end t D 

party i nterf erence in education . 



Chapter VI 

Social and Political Reconstruction 

To put it simply, where t ere is 
selflessness, there is si ncerity . The aim of 
our National Revolu tion is precisel y this: 
to eradicate selfish indivi d u a l ism to res c ue 
the peopl e from the ir sufferings and the 
sta te from its per i ls,--in a word, to s erv e 
others . 

Chiang China ' s Destiny 

Social and politi ca l reconstruction we r e superstructures 

wh i ch wer e bu ilt u pon Chi a ng ' s program of moral and psy c hol og ical 

reconstruction . The latter invo l ved training in ·traditional 

virtues and public spi rit; the former meant to utilize the energ y 

produced by those virtues in loca l se l f-government and political 

t u t elage . Moral and psychological re construction stressed Chung 

and Hsiao , public spiri t, and sac rifi ce for the n a tion . It was 

only when those ideals became completel y f used with the dail y 

li fe of al l c itizens that true democracy could ta k e roo t, for 

democracy in the KMT vein d emanded that ci ti zens p lace the 

interes t s of t he collective firs t and perso nal interests, second. 

Otherwise, soci ety would be a f ra c t ur e d mass of hedonistic 

individua l s creating social s tri f e. This c ol lect ive, r a t her than 

liberal, fo rm of demo c r ac y found i t s basis in both the Confuc ian 

tradit i on and Sun Ya t -sen's statement tha t democracy i mplied 

fr eed om for the na tion. Min-ch "uan was po li t ical power for the 

people and n ot for p e rsons . 
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Chiang ' s v iew of social reconstruction man if ested itse l f in 

the New Life Movement (hereafter, NLM ) the pao- chia system, 

development of self-suff i c i ncy a t the local level, and the S a n 

Min Chu Yi Youth Cor p s . 

According to Ch i n a ' s Destiny, 11 The New L i fe Movement is the 

bas i c movement in soc ial reconstruction, h av ing the modernization 

of the Chinese people as its object. 11 The assu mpt i on behind this 

movement wa s that development of civic vi r t ues military o r der, 

and d iscipline must find expression in the daily li v es of the 

peopl e . By developing v ir tues and discipline in dail y life the 

people would become public-spirited and through unified action 

ta ke init ia tive in local s el f-gover nment and community 

i mprovements. The NLM ith its stress on pub li c spiri t, 

morality, order, and ha rmony formed a bri d ge between the work 

d one in moral and psychological reconstruction and the process of 

social reconstruc tion . 

Local self-government, ac c ord ing to China's Destiny should 

t ake the chara c ter of the pao-chia s y stem hand ed down f rom 

antiquit y . In prai se of t he pao-c hia s y stem Chiang noted that 

since time immemorial the Ch inese had organized the mselv e s in 

famil y clan pao, chia, a nd r ural communities giving Chinese 

rura l life an essentiall y democ ratic chara cter even in the days 

of the monarchy. Unfortunately, h e lamented the s ys tem was left 

to decay under the Ma n chus, and moder n schola rs had f orgotten 

t ha t rural organization was rea ll y the basis of social 

recons truction . This tight village organization Chiang hoped, 
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would allow rural communit ies to ta ke the i ni t ia ti v e to provide 

schools , clubs, hospitals, and other col lective enterprises which 

we re "essentials o f s piritua l life . 1196 

Anothe r important organiz a tion wa s the San Min Chu Yi Youth 

Co rps . The Corps was ess en t ial to social r econst ruction, China ' s 

Des ti ny admonished, because t h e y out h did not unde r stand t he 

meaning of d is c i p line, were irresponsible i n con duct, and 

un r e al istic in thinking . Their thinking mus t be "sc ienti f i call y 

tra ined" a n d behavior "strictly discip l ined , " Chiang decla t-ed. 97 

Social reconstruct ion und e r the Ne w Life Movement, pao

chia o r ganizations, and San Mi n Chu Yi Youth Corps would take 

China ' s population, det- ided as a "loose sheet of sand , " a nd tu t-n 

it into a orderl y , public-spirited, well-discip lined group of 

citizens. 

In the area of polit ical recons truction, Ch ina ' s De stiny 

maintained that the Republic of Chi na was not on the roa d to 

ind iv iduali s t ic , li ber a l democracy , such as that prac t ice d in t h e 

United States or England, but a democrac y b a sed upon co l lecti v e 

in t erests . Thus , Chiang highlighted t he need fo r po l it ical 

tutelage and inde p e nd e nce fo r the n at i o n . Whil e Anglo-American 

democr a cy was based upon individualism a n d t he concept of class 

f or historical reasons, the prob lem of China was not l ac k of 

liberty but lack of uni t y . Hence , Chinese democracy must ha v e a 

9°CD , 158-160 . 

97 I bi d . , 213 - 2 1 4 . 
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differ-ent fac e . Without the per-iod of pol i tica l tutelag e , i n 

which t he foundation for- constituti ona l gover-nment would be laid, 

Chiang fear-ed that the futur-e cons t itution would be a "d e ad 

le tte r-" or- "a scr-ap of pape r-. 1198 Many di ff er-ences of op i nion 

existed on the method t o unify China , Chiang added, but the 

ar-guments against politica l tut e l age we r- e mer-ely the 

counter-r-evolutionar-y schemes of feudal war-lor-ds . Since the 

pr-oblem of China was disunity, in car- r-y ing out political 

r-econ str-uc t ion , China mus t p r- oceed fr-om the Pr-inciple of 

Nationalism t o t he Pr-inciples of De mocr-acy and the People 's 

Livelihood . China shou ld d evelop into a " s tr- ong national-defense 

uni t '' an d avoid indivi dual is ti c liber-alism, which would agai n 

leav e her- a loose heap of san d . H 

In Chin a ' s Destiny, political t u te l age--edu c ation for

pa r-ticipati o n in a constitutional democr-acy--was de f ined as 

tr-ai ning to r-es p e c t the r-ule of law, r-ecognize one's obligations 

t o the s tate, and subor-dinate individual wants and n eeds to t he 

in te r- est s of t he n at i on . Thi s conception o f demo cr-ac y differ-ed 

gr- eatl y fr-om the Amer-ican model, an d fr-om the models pr-oposed by 

libe r- a ls and t he CCP . I t was not sur-pr-ising, ther- efor-e, that t h e 

view of socia l an d polit ical r-econstr-uction i n China's Destiny 

stir-r- e d cons ider-ab le deba te. 

Hlbid . , 161 an d 113 . 

99 I b id . , 146 . 
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The pao- chi a s y stem, in the rea l m of s oc i a l r econ st ru ct ion, 

and t ut e l ag e , in the poli t ical s phere, at t racted cri ticism . 

Since t he pao- ch i a syste m was being used by the J apan e se as a 

fo rm of social con tro l in Oc c upi e d China, Am e r i can o bse rv e r s a n d 

Chinese criti c s of the KMT g r e e ted it un favorably. J o h n S . 

Serv ice complained that the Generaliss imo con t inued to i gn o r e the 

drive fo r democrati c r e form . Ch i na ' s Des ti ny s howed t hat Chian g 

and other KMT l e a d ers had no unders t anding of democr a c y, Service 

claimed, for the onl y preparation f o r a c ons t itut ion al gov e rnmen t 

undertaken by the KMT was the pa o - c h i a syste m u t i lized b y t he 

Japanese to s ti fle oppos i tion . lOO As for the CCP, Ch'en Po- t a 

sarcastically comme nt e d , " How g o rg e ous! We hav e s te pped i n t o a 

paradise here!" I f t h e pao- chia system we re so i deal, h e as k ed , 

why would t he Japanese b e so q uic k to enfor c e it? IOl Ac cord ing l y, 

howeve r mu c h Chiang hope d t o r esu r rect t h e pao- c h ia s y s tem a s a 

mean s for l o c a l s elf-suff ic ien c y in edu c ation an d wel f are, he 

cou ld not a voi d the taint of d espot i s m when creating pao-chia 

units. The misuse of pao-chia units for repression was al l t o o 

pos sible . 

The po l itical counterpart to the pao- chi a s y s tem di d n o t 

fare much be t ter . F r e da Ut l e y d emanded tha t "any unpr e jud iced 

historian has to accept the c orrectness o f Chiang Ka i - s h e k ' s 

d i ctum" t hat po l itical tut e lag e must be fo l lowed i f t h e 

lOOJohn S . Ser v i ce , "Kuomintang and Ameri c an Pol icy , " 
memo r andum to Dep t . of State, 24 June 1944 , in Am e rasia, 578. 

101ch ' en 437 . 
' 



cons ti tut ion was e v er to be more than a piece of paper . 102 

Unprejudiced his torians, however, cannot deny that Chiang ' s 

dictum, praised so highly by Utley, was the wrong statement to 

mak e in the midst of liberal demand s upon the KMT regime. The 

liberals claimed that China ' s citizens were ready for 

constitutional government. For the sake of u nity, democratic 
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reform, which would a l low Chinese of all ideological comple x ions 

to participate, must occur. 

China ' s Destiny caused liberals to become more frustrated 

with Chiang's unwillingness to give Chinese citizens real 

political power . Chang Lan, the president of the Democratic 

Federation, complained that political tutelage had become an 

excuse for not i mplementing a constitution. The KMT failed to 

train people to apply democracy, he concluded, due to the 

aggrandizement of Chiang ' s position. 103 

If China ' s Dest iny did little to meet the demands of 

liberals and the CCP for democratic reform , it did less to dispel 

fea rs that the KMT wanted to institute a one-par ty dictatorship. 

The book removed all doubt that, in Chiang ' s mind, o n ly one 

po litical party was acceptable in the Republic of China. The 

KM T, China ' s Destiny claimed, "has remained as firm as the Tai 

102ut 1 ey, 309. 

103chang Lan, "China Needs True Democracy," trans 1 at ion of 
pamphlet published in September 1943, in Gauss to Secretary of 
State, 21 February 1944, USFR 1 944, 348 . 



Mountain and as steady as the Po 1 e Star. " 104 Hence, a 11 a d u 1 ts 

should join the KMT and all y ouths, the San Mi n Chu Yi Youth 

Corps. Otherwise, China ' s Destiny war n ed, distrust, hypocrisy, 

and 1 aw 1 essness wou 1 d prevai 1 as they did under the war 1 ords . 105 
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Chiang further reminded intellectuals that without the KMT there 

would have been no revolution, no Three Principles of the People, 

and no War of Resistance . Therefore, an y party that 

disassociated itself from the KMT could not '' possibl y be of any 

assistance to the cause of the war of resistance or the tas k of 

na tional reviva l ." In short, China ' s Destiny declared, without 

t he KMT there could be no Repub lic of China.IN 

The one-party s tand expressed in China ' s Destiny either 

confirmed suspicions or shoc ked the reader, depending on ones 

vi ew of the Kuomintang government. While many Americans had 

thought of Chiang as abov e partisan politics and the government 

as mo r e than a KMT organ, China's Destiny clear l y spe l l e d out 

that the Generaliss i mo believed the KM T should be the on l y party 

allowed to participate in the political process . 107 

Once again, critics call e d upon the memory of Dr . Sun to 

Ch l.. de Chi·ang . lOS J ff t d th t f S Y t h h a e asser e a or un a -sen, w o c ose 

104cD, 100 . 

I05I bid., 214-216. 

IObibid . , 128. 

107snow, 281 . 

IOSJaffe, "Commentary ," 331-332; and Ch ' e n, 454 . 
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to e x press his dream in the words of Lincoln--government for the 

people, of the people, and by the people--China ' s destiny rested 

with the people of Chi n a, not with a political party . Sun ' s 

Three Principles were not party princip les, but People's 

Principles belonging not to a po lit ical elite but to the masses 

of China. Likewise, the CCP critic, Ch'en Po-ta, argued tha t 

China's Destiny turned Sun upside down . Rather than raising the 

masses o f the people, it suppressed them under the weight of 

distorted history and misinterpretations of Sun's thought. "The 

thought of ' I am the state' of the French t yr ant Lou is XIV i s 

completely revived here," Ch ' en added. 109 Chang Lan also 

disparaged the strong encouragement to join the KMT and the one

party standpoint of China's Destiny, calling them "f un damen tall y 

opposed to democracy and government b y the people. ,.llO 

In the past Chiang ha d been v iewed by many within China 

and i n the West as a strong leader and unif y ing force. Howe v er, 

his failure to compromise on the position of the Kuomintang in a 

democratic China greatly damaged his prestige. The CCP proposed 

a united front in which political parties representing each 

social class in China could coo perate in the War of Resistance 

and the work of national reconstruc t ion . The liberals also asked 

the KMT to abolish one-party dictatorship in order to put an end 

to ci v il disputes and build unity . Ch ina ' s Destiny removed all 

109ch · en, 449. 

110chan g Lan, "China Needs True Democracy," 348 . 
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hope that either of these demands could be fulfilled un der 

Chiang ' s lead e rship . As George Atcheson Jr . commented, Chiang ' s 

stress on the primary position of the KMT and c riticism of 

Western political t hought ''shou l d serve to convince all Chinese 

of liberal tend e n cies t hat ther e is little hope for them from the 

Ku omintang. " Ill Whi 1 e he was n eed e d as a mi 1 i t a ry strongman 

during the Nor ther n E x pedition, a s a conse n s u s builder during the 

War of Resistance, Chi a ng had lost his utility . 

111Atc h e son to Secreta ry of State , 3 1 May 194 3 , 248 . 



Chapter VI I 

Econ omi c Re con s tru ction 

Why d o we have to refo rm the old China? Is it 
not because t he regime in old China was too 
d ark, too cruel, too backw a r d and too 
hypoc r itica l ? Is i t not because the economic 
system of China mercilessly squeezes the 
broad masses ... 

Ch'en Po-ta, "Critique of China ' s Destiny " 

When China ' s Destiny ad dressed economic reconstr u ction, 

its basic theme was development o f heavy industry . National 

def ense pla ced the grea test demands on Chin a ' s economy . Hence, 

Ch ian g maintained, i n d us t ri al dev e lopment mus t be the basis of 

ec onom i c reconstr u ct i on . 112 In a speech given to the San Min Chu 

Yi Youth Corps soon after the publication of his book, Chiang 

further clarified th is s tatement. Labor wa s the first essential 

of life , he claimed. National r econ struct i on was the wor k of 

first importance, industr y was the wor k that should take 

precedence, and national defense was the first essent i al of 

na tion-bu i 1 ding . l13 

In China ' s Destiny, Ch iang enumerated the number of 

factories, automobiles, and engineers , as we l l as miles of 

ra il ways and roads, that were n e eded to modernize Ch i na, a ten-

112cD, 163 . 

113Chiang Kai-shek, summa r y of speech to Youth Corps, in John 
C. Vin cen t to S e c retary of State, 28 April 1943, USFR 1943, 227 . 

61 



62 

y ea r pl an which he based on the writings of Sun. Buried amidst 

all of these list i n gs , there was a single reference to land 

r ef orm . "We should particularly empha s i ze the preparations to be 

mad e for c arrying ou t our fundamental poli cy o f equalization of 

1 a nd ownership a nd control o f capita 1, 11 he wrote . 114 Chiang gave 

no indication, however, what those preparations might be or when 

they migh t be carried out. His p l an for economic reconstruction 

emphasized industrial iza tion a n d almost ignored the problem of 

l and owne r s hip, wh ic h influenced over BOX of China ' s population . 

Chiang ' s plan to modernize China was v ery unimaginat ive. 

Lin Yu-t'ang obviously had more tolerance than most readers, for 

he not only read Chiang ' s lists bu t also stated unequivocally 

that the ten-year plan was "'realistic ' rathe r t h an otherwise. 11 115 

Li n ma y have been respon ding to a c r iticism levelled at Chiang by 

William R . Lan gdon, then U .S. Consul General in Kunming, that i f 

the plan s in China ' s Destiny were t yp ical of KMT economic 

planning, t hen a pessimistic v iew must be taken. Chiang ' s book 

certainl y i nd ica ted the s cale, but offered no guidelines for 

dev elopmen t. Thus, La ng don noted "Planning i s haphazard, 

confused, and amb i ti ous, bL1t enti re l y unreal i stic, 11116 Ot her 

critics reacted st rong ly to Chiang ' s refusal to address land 

r efo rm . In a speech on the Canadian Brodcasting Company (CBC) 

163 . 

X • 

116wi 11 i am R . Langdon to Secretary of State, 1 August 1944, 
USFR 1944, 494. 



during the summer of 1944, James G. Endicott , a Canadian 

missionar y to China, argued that China ' s Destiny "made it clear 

that Chiang would not countenance ag rar ian reform." Endicott, 

who originall y believed that Chiang was r eform-minded, thought 

the views expressed in Ch ian g ' s book sounded more like the 
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diatribe of "feudal reactionar i es" than the ideas of Ch iang Kai

shek . 11 7 

The CCP also questioned Chiang's focus on indust ria l 

development rather than agrarian ref orm. Wh i le the CCP agreed 

that China n eeded to i ndustrialize, they differed in emphasis. 

Chiang wanted to industrialize in order to dev elop a basis for 

national defense. The CCP, on the other hand, believed that light 

industry an d communications should be developed to increase the 

standard o f l iving. In China ' s Destiny, national defense was 

primary , but to the CCP, it was secondary . Most impo r tantl y, CCP 

leaders reminded Chiang that Chi n a had primarily an agricultural 

economy . 

n eglec t ed. 

Agricultural resources and problems could not be 

118 

In general, Chiang ' s views of economic reconstruc tion did 

not address the one problem readers within and without China 

117James Endicott, "Warning Signals in China," cited in 
Stephen Endicott, James G. Endicott: Rebel out of China (Toronto: 
Univ . Toronto Press, 1980), 164. 

118John S. Service, report no. 34 from Yenan, "The 
Orientation of the Chinese Communists towa r d the Sovi et Union and 
the United States, " to Commanding General, U.S . Armed Forces, 
Chin a -Burma-India theater, 28 September 1944, in Amerasia , 944-
945; and Ch'en, 4 32 . 
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found most crucial - -land reform. However, this was not 

surprising given h i s focus on morality and psychological factors 

as the subs tructure of national reconstruction . 119 Chiang had 

little understanding of human motivation. He failed to see that 

robber y banditry, and communist insurgency were the result of 

poverty, but blamed those problems on la x morality. 12° Chiang's 

idealism--his assertion that national reconstruction must have 

moral, rather than economic, reform as its basis-- blinded him to 

the urgent need for a solution to the rural land problem. Even 

if Chiang ' s ten -y ear plan was "realistic," i t could not 

compen sate for this deficiency in China ' s Destiny. 

119Nor vJas it surprising con sidering that one of his main 
bases of suppor t was the landed g entry . After retreating to 
Taiwan, the KMT successfull y carried out land equalization there . 
Perhaps Chiang, in spite of his failure on the mainland, learned 
from his mistakes. 

120Eastman, 205-206. 



Chapter VIII 

Problems of National Reconstruction 

China ' s Destiny also described the obstacles to nationa l 

reconstruction and attempted to persuade the opposition, most 

notably the CCP, to cooperate with the Kuomintang. 

Unfortunatel y , Chian g d id not argue tactfull y . Rather than 

se r ving as a friendly gesture, China ' s Destiny seemed t o be a 

didactic diatribe against a ll opponents of the KMT. 

Chiang claimed that the intellectuals had forgotten the 

needs of China. They wer e still " inca pable of faithful 

a ction. 11121 Advocates of Westernization blindly adored foreign 

things, while apolog i sts of t he classics were complacent, as well 

as oblivious to the outside world . Worse, many in t e llectuals 

"in v oked the doctrines current in Europe during the eighteenth 

and nineteenth centuries t o undermine our traditional conception 

of government by law. 11122 These intellectua l s, Chiang complained, 

mistoo k the idea of Natural Rights as v alid a n d decided that the 

Chinese Rev olution was a str u ggle for liberty. However, Rousseau 

was without f o u ndation, Chiang argued . As Sun himself wrote, "As 

we stud y the e v olution of h istor y , we see that the righ t s of man 

121 co 199- 2 00. _, 

122 1 bid . , 2 0 7 . The second version soften ed the tone: " There 
have been those who too k doctrines current in Europe during the 
eighteen t h and nineteenth centu ries as a theoretical basis fo r 
the Chinese Revolution." 

65 



66 

are not created by Heaven but are the product of the conditions 

of the times and t he movement of events . 11 123 Whi 1 e the Europeans, 

deprived of freedom by historical conditions, had to fight for 

liberty, the problem in Ch i na was n ot one of individual liberty 

but of nat iona l freedom. Hence, Chiang admonished, e x cessive 

personal liberty must not be tolerated, because China must 

develop a st r o ng n ati onal defense unit . Intellectuals who 

believed that Western liberal theor y of democracy could be 

applied to China had fa i led to see clearly the nature of the 

Chinese Revolution . To correct this p roblem , China ' s Destiny 

recommended: 

our people should f eel thoroughly penitent and 
encourage one another to look upon the upholding 
of law as a virtue and the shoulderi ng of 
responsibility as an honor . We must refrain from 
seeking private benefit at the e x pense of the 
welfare of the state . 124 

Needless t o say , Chiang ' s criticism of liberal thought did 

not persuade the CCP or the liberal s to view Chian g as a champion 

of democracy . Chiang ma y have been correct to insist that 

personal fr e edom must be sacrificed f or the sake of national 

defense in the War o f Resistance, but to make that demand in 

re ference to postwar China was discou ragin g . For China ' s Destiny 

to claim the Chinese people need not struggle for freedom, Ch ' e n 

Po-ta countered , was ''contrary to the hope of the Chinese people 

a t t h e present hour and the aim of the Allies in the anti-fascist 

124 Ibid., 208 a nd 211. 
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war." Ch'en added t hat if Chiang refused to ta k e inalienable, 

individual human righ t s as the basis of the democratic system in 

China, it meant he intended to proclaim a "new absoluti st" and 

"com pr adore-f euda 1 ist fasc ism of the Chinese pat tern." 125 

By far the biggest impediment to national reconstruc t ion, 

Chiang maintained, was not the liberal philosophy favored by 

in t ellectuals, but the CCP. Chiang blamed the CCP for breaking 

u p the united front, initiating civil war, colluding with Wang 

Ching-wei, and following a n e w form of " warlordism" and 

feuda li sm . 

China's Destiny claimed that the KMT-CCP split was the 

Communist Party ' s fault . The CCP 

"seeds of dissension" in KMT ranks. 

colludi n g with Wang, sowed 

Chiang asked, was it Wang 

who utilized t he Communists, t h e CCP who exploited Wang, or did 

they manipulate eac h other? Not content with damaging national 

unity, the CCP also "appealed to t he youth to forsake our 

tradit ional virtues and even to regard propri ety, righ teousness 

integrity , and honor as ou t of fashion," obstructing moral 

reconstruction. 126 The CCP a l so damaged social and economic 

reconstr-uction. Communists, pr-eaching " agr-ar-ian r- e vo lution," 

wrote Chiang, "r-avaged our- peacef ul rur-al communities .... They 

onl y p r eached ha t r-ed a nd instilled the idea of class-war- into 

125ch · en, 453. The phrase , " com pradore-f euda 1 i st fascism of 
the Chinese pattern," is repeat e d to describe Chi ang (without 
acknowledgement!) in Service ' s digest of the second edition, 
Jaffe's and Adler ' s commentaries, and in some secondary sources. 

126co 104-106. _, 
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society and the y outh of the nation. 11 127 Since the CCP conspired 

with Wa ng Chin g -we i and thwarted national re con struction, the 

e x pulsion of CCP members from the KMT was inev itable . Reflecting 

o n the CCP- KMT split in 1927, Ch i ang lamented that the l e sson 

t a ugh t by t ha t period was "too pai nf u l , the inj u r y done t o our 

c ountry too great, a n d the sacrifice o f ou r peopl e t oo terrible 

to be forgot ten . 11 128 

The CCP natural l y could not l et this criticism go 

u nanswe red . The spl it i n 1 9 2 7 , which led to c i vil war, was 

indeed a painful time, especiall y for the Communist Party . Ch ' en 

Po-ta believed that Chiang was bei ng much too humble in China ' s 

Destiny ; Wa s not the Nanking-Wuhan split reall y due to the party 

purge whi ch Chiang himself initiated on 12 April 1927? 

Concern ing collaboration with Wang Chin g - wei did not Chiang 

collaborate with Wang in the earl y 1930s, even after Wang had 

sugges t ed "negotiation while prepar ing for defen se" and a " good 

neighbor po l icy with J a p an ?" Ch ' en sarcasticall y paraphrased 

China ' s Destiny : We cannot make clear today whet her Wang used 

Chi a ng, Chiang u sed Wang , or if Wang and Chiang e x ploited each 

other . In respon se t o Chiang's comment that the period of the 

KMT-CCP s p lit was too painfu l to be forgotten Ch ' en replied : 

In deed, we commun ists a n d all the Chinese people wi th 
justice an d enthu siasm woul d l et those things be forgotten 
if they were no t mentioned. But once the y are mentioned, 
o ur hea rts cannot he lp being fi lled with boiling anger 
because the Ch i n ese Co mmun ists hav e shed their blood! It is 

127 Ibid., 1 14. 

128 1 bid . , 107. 
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t h e blood of innumerable r e vo l u tion a ries and able y oung men 
and toiling wo r ke r s an d peasants ! It is the blood of the 
el ite of this na tion! Since the beginning o f the purge 
too many people have d ied under the swor d of the Kuomint a ng ! 
Too many! To o man y ( 129 

The pa r t y pu r ge of 1927, the civil war, and the Long March 

s till held too many emotions fo r the CCP . When trying to build 

un ity, it i s not good to tear open old wounds, y et China ' s 

Destiny did just that . Perhaps that i s why Mao Tse-tung 

commented t hat when Chiang implied the CCP was in league with 

Wang Ching-wei, rebelled against the government, and s abotaged 

r e sistance, it showed that Chiang an d other KMT l e ader s were 

hungr y for civi l .~ar. 130 

China ' s De s t i n y al so c o n vey ed Chi ang 's ho pe that people 

would stop spending the i r energies opposing the KMT, for the KMT 

was en trusted wi t h the dest iny o f Ch ina . Since it would be 

reg r ettable if anyone fail ed to contribute to n a t ional 

reconst r uction, Chiang intimated, '' I can n ot refrain from calling 

once more upon all our peo pl e t o work for our common cause . 11 131 

In the same breath, however, China ' s Destiny made it e qually 

clear that discontent with the KMT was a problem which would not 

be tolerated by the government . It was deplorable, Chian g 

remonstrated, tha t pe ople became conf used in their thinking and 

criticized the Kuom intang as unable to bri n g about needed 

129Ch ' en, 445-446. 

130Mao Tse-tun g, 
Tenth F e stival," in 

131co, 226 -227. 

"On Chiang Ka i -she k' s Speech on the Double 
Selected Work s , v ol . 3 , 181 . 
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r-efor-ms . In fact, those same people used "d emocr-acy" to cover-

their- "feudalistic domi na tion of c e r-tain r-egions" and "br-anded 

the gr-ea t tasks of unifying the countr-y as an attempt to set up 

' absolutism ' and ' dictator-ship ' . 11 132 In this sense, the CCP wer-e 

"new feudalist" or- "new war-lor-d-like" elements obstr-ucting 

n ational unification and development . 

Chiang admitted that ther-e wer-e disputes in domest i c 

politics, and mentioned that the national gover-nment was wil l ing 

to hold a "magnanimous spir-it and seek a solution by r-ational 

means." China's Destiny added, however-, that if the "new 

wa r- lor-d-1 ike" and "new feudal" 1rJays of some of these disputant s 

wer-e not put down, toler-ance would be to no avail, and no 

r-ational solution could be found . 133 Chiang doggedly insisted, 

"join me or- else." 

Mao and Ch'en questioned these views of Chiang . 1~ Mao 

r- emi nded Chiang that a condition fo r- placing t he 8th Route Ar-my 

under- the national gover- nmen t ' s command was KMT r-ecognition of 

the Shen-Kan-Ning Bor-der- Region . Chi n a ' s Des tiny r-ailed against 

the CCP as "new feudalists . " In r-esponse t o this por-tr-ayal, Mao 

inquir-ed , should not the KMT fir-st f ulfill their- obligation to 

r-ecogni2e the bor-der- r-egion befor-e dishing out such cr-iticism? 

Ch ' en added that the "new feudalism " an d " new war-lor-d ism" 

132 Ibid . , 117-118 . 

133 Ibid., 224. 

134Mao, "A Comment on the Kuomint ang CEC and PPC Sess ions," 
in Selected Wor-ks, vol. 3, 148; Che n, 449-451 . 
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did not hurt China. In fact, China would be a stronger nation if 

it we r e full of "new warlords(" The so-called "n ew warlords ," he 

e xp lained, were fig htin g the enemy behind enemy lines without 

support from the gov ernment. Was not self-sufficiency one of the 

goals of social r econst r uction as outlined by Chi ang in China ' s 

Destiny? In the l an d of "new feu dalism, " Ch ' en continued, 

democracy flourished, and the soldiers, civilians, officials, and 

people were all "united as members in one family. " Finall y , 

declared Ch'en, " n ew feudalism " would e xecute the wi ll of Sun . 

At any rate, it wa s much be tter than the "cruel and heartless 

oppression and e xp lo i t ation, the oligarchic despotic pol i c y one 

hundred time s worse than those of Emper o r Chin I," the " old 

feudalism" beh ind Chinese l i nes . 

Ch' en also wondered how the national government could 

consid e r searching out and attacking CCP members, destroying 

vill a ges undergoing agr a rian reform, proscribing basic human 

rights, or depri v ing pea sants of livelihood by allowing high 

rent s and usu ry . Chiang i s a certainly lenient man, Ch ' en 

conc l uded, bu t onl y to t h e landlords, the secret service agents, 

c orrupt offi ci als, T ' ao Hsi-sheng, and other traitors who 

d estroyed t he enthusiasm and s el f-re spect of the na tion . 135 

As f or Mao, he reason ed that when China ' s Destiny portrayed 

the CCP as "new wa rlords," i t showed that t h e KMT was preparing 

f or ci v il war. I nd e ed, the boo k e x pressed so much hatred for the 

135Ch ' e n , 449-450. 
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CCP that ther-e was little left for- the Japanese imper-ialists . 136 

The CCP cr-itics went a step beyond mer-ely cr-iticizing 

anti-communi st pr-opaganda in China ' s Destiny; they r-ever-sed it to 

savage Chiang a n d the Kuomintang . In r-esponse to China ' s Destiny 

and other- str-ong KMT pr-opaganda which labeled the CCP "tr-aitor

ar-mies," the CCP launched a pr-opaganda campaign of its own in 

Ch ' en Po-ta's cr-itique and many cr-itical ar-ticles in the Yenan 

pr-ess . At the outset of this new pr-opaganda war- between the CCP 

and KMT, C . E . Gauss, U.S. ambassador- to China in 1943, r-emar-ked : 

"A lessening o f tension between t h e Kuomintang and Communist 

par-ties is scar-cel y to be expected if the pr-opaganda campaigns 

con ti nu e wi th the r-esultant growing bitter-ness between the 

two . ,. 137 Consequently, r-ather- t han facilitate cooper-ation, 

China ' s Destiny incr-eased the intensity of pr-opaganda and 

counter-pr-opaganda campaigns in Chungking and Yenan . 

136Mao, "A Comment . " 1 41 -142. 

137c . E . Gauss to Secr-etar-y of State, 6 October- 1943, USFR 
1943, 348 . 



Chapter- IX 

Appr-aisal of China's Destiny 

It was entir-ely in keepin g with this ancien t 
patter-n that Chiang Ka i -s hek , a pr-isoner- of 
the past, should seek to pr-ogr-ess fr-om the 
sta tus of Her-o to that of Sage, a 
tr-ansfor- rnation symbolized in 1 943 when he 
became head of National Centr-al Univer-sity at 
Chungking and publ i shed China's Destiny as a 
textbook. 

Fair-bank, T he Un i ted States and China 

China ' s Dest i ny's plan for- national r-econstr-uction 

found few admi r-er-s, per-haps due rnor-e to its didactic and 

a ggr-essive tone than its actual contents. Chiang did discuss 

dernocr-ac y and land r-efor-rn in China's Destiny. but he also 

deman d ed that political t utelage, r-es t or-ation of tr-aditional 

rnor-ality, and development of heavy industr-y ta ke pr-ecedence . 

Mo r-eover-, his constan t attacks on opposition gr-oups did l ittle to 

instill confidence in his abilit y to make Chi n a a unified nation . 

In spite of these pr-oblems, ther-e wer-e some who tr-ied to 

pr-ornate the ideas in Chiang's book, or- at leas t apologize for-

them . A Centr-al Daily News ar-ticle wr-itten to rnar-k the 

publication of China's Destiny noted that "al though we have often 

r-eceived dir-ections fr-om the Gener-alissimo ' s speeches, his books 

or- pr-oclamati ons, y et the pr-ojection of a whole policy is har-d to 

find . In the futur-e, we shall hav e a sour-ce to which we ma y 

tur-n. 11138 Chiang · s book did integr-ate his var-ious ideas into a 

138 T · ao, 11 A Stud y , " 1. 

7 3 
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coher-ent policy even if man y would disagr-ee with it. In this 

r-espect, China's Destiny became the s econd - best textboo k f or-

political ed u cation , as the book was descr-ibed b y the KMT, or-, as 

the communists believed, "the best possible sour-ce o f pr-opaganda 

for- their- cause . 11 139 In shor-t, the e x posit ion of Chiang ' s thou ght 

in a singl e wor-k was 1seful to both s i des o f the ideological 

dispute . 

T he book also p r- o vid ed gr-ist for- t he Japanese pr-opaganda 

mill s . China ' s Dest i ny did not "w in since r-e and r-epeated pr-aise 

fr-om the Japanese imper-ialists, 11 as Mao claimed afte r- Chiang ' s 

Doub le-Ten Day speech in 1943 . m On the other hand, they 

r-ejoiced in the d omes tic squabbles between the KMT an d CCP . A 

Japan Times ar- ticle on 15 Mar-ch 1943 he r-alded "The Fate of 

China"[sic . ] as a s ign of Ch i ang ' s i deo logi c a l bankr-uptcy and 

decline in influence . 141 The ar-ticle e x plained that Chiang 

defend ed his d ictator- ia l power-sunder- t h e pr-emise that th is was 

necessar- y pr-epar-ati on for- const itutional gover-nme nt; now h e had 

wr-itten a book to fur-ther- f ool the people . Cr-iticism of the boo k 

showed that the Chinese peop le had und e r-gone a n " As iat ic 

awaken i ng" and would not toler-ate the "Chiangste r-s" much lon ger- . 

Obviousl y , China ' s Des t iny may have been good p r-op a ganda mater- ial 

for- the Ja panese puppet gover-nment as well. 

IH Atc heson, summar- y of KMT and CCP r- eactions to China ' s 
Destiny, in no. 1220, 3 . 

140Mao Tse-tung, "On Ch iang Kai-shek ' s S peech," 190 . 

141 11 Pr-ess Comments," Japan Times, 15 Mar-ch 1943, 2 . 
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The compilation of Chiang ' s thought was also useful for mo re 

moderate opposition to the Chiang regime . As China ' s Destiny 

served as an outline of t he policies Chiang intended to follow, 

it cou ld become a rallying point for Chinese liberals, who lacked 

organization. 142 In sum, China ' s Destiny could serve as the best 

source of propaganda for the KMT 

government, an d liberals. 

CCP, Japanese puppet 

That Ch i n a ' s Desti ny serv ed as an integra t ion of the 

Generalissimo ' s thought may explain the volume of response to the 

boo k; however, it does not explain the nature of these responses . 

Whil e man y would reject reactions to the work, due to the bias of 

its critics, criticisms of China's Destiny cannot be examined 

solely on this basi s . Often, the impact of a work is not due to 

what i t actually said, but to how people perceived it. Thus, 

commen ta ry on the book, even if biased, greatly shaped its 

impact . China ' s Destiny was not jus t a book on Chinese history, 

but a n attempt to capture the imagination of China ' s citizens, 

especially the youth . Thus, when we appraise China ' s Destiny, we 

cannot just as k whether what Chiang wrote was true, but also must 

judge the effectiveness of the work as propaganda . Did it have 

its intended effect? If not, we must t hen ask, Why did China's 

Destiny fail ? These questions can be answered only by looking at 

r eactions to the work, regardless of their bias, and by placing 

those reactions into the context of demands made on Chiang's 

142Atcheson, no. 1220, 5. 
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leadership by the KMT, CCP, and other groups . 

L in Yu-t ' ang remin d ed Amer ican readers that the book 

con ta ined more than jus t wo rds; it recorded Ch iang ' s "consistent 

devo t ion to one single goal a n d purpose"--un i f yi ng China and 

making her in t o a modern, democratic n a ti o n. Furthe r mo re , he 

add ed, the book must be read in l ight o f this struggl e , as the 

mil lions of Chin a were moving together towards the same goa l , 

watching " with hope and confidence a great leade r guiding the 

ship of state through perilous seas into the safe haven . 

refuse to listen to the sirens . 111 43 

Th e y 

The p rogram of nation al reconst ruction in China ' s Dest iny 

c an (an d should ) b e read in light of this struggle for u n i ty . 

However, i t remained ineffe ct i ve, in spite of Chiang ' s sincerity 

and singleness of pu rpose. As a n Amer i can State Department 

o f ficial remarked "the r e is s ome t hing to be said in favor of t h e 

emphasis placed in these books [Chin a ' s Destiny and Chin ese 

Econom i c Theory] on patriotism a nd the n eed o f dev e l oping a 

cohesive nationa li sm . 11 144 Howev e r, as anot he r U . S . dip lomat 

observed: 

when one realiz es the past cons istent f ai lu re of the 
Chungk i ng gov e rnment to car r y out its p ledges to the people , 
t he obstinate determ in a tion o f reac t ionary KMT elements to 
preserve their power and opportunities for profit , and t he 
unc om promising a tti tud e toward the Chinese Communists . .. the 

143Lin , "Introduction, " x -xi . 

144Bal lantin e , memorandum to Secretary of S tate, 2 September 
1 943, in USFR 1943, 323-324 . 



unfortunate significance of the book becomes e vident . 145 

CCP critics disdained the book as a diatribe against their 

cause and worried that i t was ideological prepara tion for civil 

77 

war. The CCP had dem anded an end to friction between the KMT and 

the CCP , a united front for the prosecution of the War of 

Resistance, and recognition of the CCP as a legal oppos i tion 

party . Nevertheless, Chiang's book demanded that all Ch i nese 

citizens j oin the Kuomin tan g; otherwise, Chiang remonstrated, no 

rational solution could be found. If the CCP were " ne~-J war-lot-ds " 

and "new feudalists," if they had sided with the Wang Ching-wei 

gan g of traitors in the past, the KMT could j ustif y a punitive 

e x pedition to end CCP opposition to KMT policies once and for 

a 11 . Noting tha t it had generated rumors of imminent civil war, 

Ch'en Po-ta asked , if this book truly were a tool of civil war, 

how would Chiang be able to face his countrymen ? 146 

Liberals and students, who dema n ded free d o m of speech, 

writing, and thought as the foun dat ion of national unity, were 

offended b y the lack of imagination e x pressed in Chiang's outline 

for national reconstru ct ion . His attack on the May Fourth 

Movement, a sacred cow to liberals, led them to describe him as 

an "ignorant, vain man of limited abilit y a nd vision . " 147 

145Augus t us Chase, memorandum on China ' s Destiny. 9 Aug us t 
1943, in USFR 1943, 312 . 

146Ch' e n, 451-452 . 

147William R . Langdon, dispatch to Secretary of State, 1 
Au gust 1944, i n USFR 1944, 494 . 



Students especiall y disdained political education classes in 

which they were forced t o rea d China ' s Destiny, "an evil book 

78 

fu 11 of 1 ies and absurditi e s . 11 148 The simi 1 ar i ty between at tacks 

made b y Chiang and Wang Ching-wei on the Western liberal 

tradition and communism led t hese students to declare that Wang 

and Chiang were essentially the same, the onl y difference being 

that Wang had openly s old out to Japanese imperialism, while 

Chiang pretended to be a patriot. Said one liberal of China ' s 

Destiny, "the book shows that the Generalissimo is really a 

fascist at heart." 149 Clearl y , the plan of na tional 

reconstruction in China's Destiny did not serve to unify China 

under the KMT banner, but sharpened the disunity. 

Another common reaction to Chiang's work was that t h e 

Generalissimo was trying to become a sage. 1~ Chin a ' s Destiny 

was his attempt to become immo r tal, a great philosopher and 

teacher, as well as a military hero. Unfortunatel y, h is debut 

was ill-timed . I n 1943, the most important factor in China's 

destin y was not the moralit y of China ' s citizens, but the War of 

Resistance . To prosecute the war effectively, Chiang needed to 

148 T r a n slati on of a letter to Vice President Wallace from 
stud e nts of Futan Univ e r s ity Gauss dispatch to Secretary of 
State, 11 Jul y 1944, USFR 1944, 47 2 . 

149Atcheson, no. 1220, 4. 

1~See, f o r e x amp l e , Adler, 603; Atcheson to Secretary of 
State 31 May 1943, 246; Atcheson dispatch no . 1241 t o Secretary 
of State, 8 June 1943, USFR 1943, 252; Ga uss, conversation wit h 
Quo Tai-chi, enclosure no . 1, 2; and Annalee Jacoby and Theodo re 
H. White, Thunder out of China (New Yo r k : William Sloane, 1946 ), 
126. 
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compromise with different groups in Ch in a, especially the CCP, to 

maintain the united front and secure China ' s unity for postwar 

reconstruction. In China's Destiny, however he condescended to 

opposition groups, condemned t hem as immoral, and preached to 

the m a bout the correct interpretation of Sun's Three Princip les. 

In 1943 China needed a statesman. 

aspired to the position of sage. 

the tragedy of China's Destiny. 

Instead Chiang Kai-shek 

His misguided aspiration was 
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